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The Church is Born! 
 

Acts 2:1-13 
 

Chris Losey 

 

Births are exciting and can be nerve-racking. I will never forget being in 

the hospital as Sharon was giving birth to our children. We had prepared 

with childbirth classes, but when the hard contractions started, it seems 

like what we had learned in class had not fully prepared us. I was 

supposed to be watching the monitor and telling my wife when another 

contraction was starting, but somehow I wasn’t as good at my job as I 

thought I was, but in the end, it was pure joy when our children were 

born. All of the drama and pain had been worth it… easy for me to say. 

 

Perhaps you remember births in your family as well. I’m sure there are 

some amazing stories out there. 

 

Today, we want to look at the birth of the church. Rather than a physical 

birth it was more of a spiritual one when the Holy Spirit descended on 

the Day of Pentecost. 

 

Jesus had told His disciples that something amazing was going to 

happen. Before His death, Jesus shared with the disciples about the 

coming Holy Spirit and some of what this would mean. For example, in 

John 14:16-17 said regarding the Spirit, 

 
16 

"I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that 

He may be with you forever; 
17 

that is the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, 

but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.  

 

The disciples thus knew that the Father was going to send the Spirit and 

that somehow He would be a Helper, be with them forever, and not just 
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be with them, but be in them. Undoubtedly, the disciples did not 

understand all that this meant. They may have wondered, “How will the 

Spirit help us? How will He be with us, and how on earth could He be in 

us?” Could you picture the puzzled look on the disciples’ faces when 

Jesus told them these things? 

 

In John 16:7 Jesus said, 

 
7 
"But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for 

if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I 

will send Him to you.  

 

The disciples thus knew that somehow it would be to their advantage 

that the Spirit was coming. They may have wondered what kind of 

advantage it would be? 

 

In John 16:8 Jesus said concerning the Spirit, "And He, when He comes, 

will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.”  

The disciples were probably clueless about how the Spirit was going to 

convict the world of these things. 

 

In John 16:13 Jesus said that the Spirit would guide the disciples into all 

truth and disclose to them things that would come in the future. They 

probably wondered what those things would be. 

 

Jesus told the disciples in John 16:14 that the Spirit would glorify Him. 

Again, the disciples may have wondered exactly how the Spirit was 

going to do that? 

 

Before His ascension into heaven, Jesus had even told the disciples in 

Acts 1:8, 

 
8 
but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
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you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."  

 

By these words, the disciples knew that they were going to receive some 

kind of power, and be witnesses in Jerusalem and beyond. Again, as they 

heard these words, they may have been amazed by all that Jesus said, but 

they certainly did not grasp fully what it all meant. 

 

They did know, however, that they were to wait in Jerusalem until 

something happened. Jesus had commanded them in Acts 1:4 not to 

leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, which 

was the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Basically the disciples were there together waiting in Jerusalem for this 

coming of the Holy Spirit. While they waited, they prayed and cast lots 

in choosing a disciple to take Judas’ place. 

 

One last thought before looking in Acts chapter two at the birth of the 

church. As you may know, the Greek word church is ekklesia. It comes 

from two words ek meaning out and kalew meaning to call. The church 

is comprised of the ones “called out” of the world to follow Christ. 

Members of the church are marked by the indwelling Holy Spirit who 

was coming not just to be with the church, but to be in each member of 

the church. That’s why Colossians 1:27 states, “Christ in you, the hope 

of glory.” In other words if you are a Christian and part of the church, 

Christ lives within you in the form of the Holy Spirit. You are marked as 

God’s own because of this, and while you live you have the hope that 

one day you will be glorified and live with Christ forever. All who 

Christ indwells belong to Him! This is our hope!!! 

 

The birth of the church was thus when the Spirit came to indwell those 

who had already put their faith in Christ and to then indwell, all those 

through history who would put their faith in Christ. Today when a 
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person becomes a Christian he is indwelt immediately by the Spirit and 

his place in heaven is sure! 

 

With these preliminary thoughts in mind, let’s now look at the birth of 

the church in Acts chapter two beginning at verse one. 

 

The birth of the church involved: 
 

God’s perfect timing 

Acts 1:1 states, “
1 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 

together in one place.” 

 

In order understand God’s perfect timing it is important to understand 

why it came on the Day of Pentecost. In order to understand the 

significance of this fact, we need to learn a bit about the Jewish feasts as 

laid out in the book of Leviticus chapter twenty-three. Let’s do a quick 

overview of the first four feasts. Amazingly but not surprising, each 

feast lines up with a major event in Christian history. 

 

Passover – Jesus was crucified 

The first annual feast for the Jews was Passover. It took place on Nissan 

14. Nissan was the first month in the Jewish calendar. Passover 

commemorated the night in Egypt when the Jews were told to put lambs 

blood on the doorposts of their houses so that when the Angel of Death 

passed over their homes, the firstborn children in those homes would be 

spared. The people who had faith in God and followed these instructions 

were spared. The Egyptians who were keeping the Jews in slavery were 

not so fortunate. This was the final plague that God brought upon the 

Egyptians. When the first born member of Jewish household died, 

Pharaoh let the Jews leave Egypt. 

 

In the year that Jesus was crucified, can you guess the day He was 

crucified? If you said, “Passover” you are correct. He died for us as the 

Passover Lamb on the Jewish Feast of Passover. He died at the exact 
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time (3 PM) on Passover that the Passover Lamb was being sacrificed in 

the Temple. Jesus allowed Himself to be crucified on this day so 

throughout history people would see God’s perfect timing. 

 

Unleavened Bread – Jesus remained in the grave 

The second appointed time in the Jewish calendar was the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread which started Nissan 15, the day after Passover. The 

Feast of Unleavened bread reminded the Jews of their exodus from 

Egypt when they needed to eat unleavened bread that could be baked in 

haste. Unleavened bread does not have yeast (that’s what unleavened 

means). Thus, the Jews did not need to wait for their bread dough to rise 

before cooking it. They thus cooked their meal quickly and left Egypt 

quickly.  

 

Jesus was still in the grave at the start of the feast of Unleavened Bread. 

He, too, did not rise. Jesus was the seed planted in the ground who had 

not yet risen on the first day of Unleavened Bread, but who would spring 

forth to everlasting life. 

 

Again God’s perfect timing! 

 

First Fruits – Jesus rose from the dead 

In the year that Jesus died, the Feast of First Fruits began on Nissan 16, 

the day after the Feast of Unleavend Bread began. This was on Sunday. 

First fruits is when the Jews would bring the first of their crops to the 

Lord as an offering believing He would then bring in the rest of the 

harvest. The Jews were to bring a sheaf of grain to the priest who would 

wave the sheaf before the Lord on the day after the Sabbath. 

 

Any guess on the day Jesus rose from the dead? He rose on First Fruits! 

Jesus is the first fruits of all believers who will be raised from the dead 

to eternal life with God. 1 Corinthians 15:20 states, “But now Christ has 

been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep.” Here 

Paul says that Jesus’ resurrection assures all believers that they too will 
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one day be raised from the dead. In addition in John 12:24 Jesus said, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 

dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” He also said in 

John 12:32 “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to 

Myself.” Jesus was the divine seed of grain who died and was planted in 

the ground (buried). He rose from the dead like the sheaf of barley that 

was raised by the priest for all to see on First Fruits. 

 

Once again, God’s perfect timing! This brings us to Pentecost, the day 

mentioned in Acts chapter two. 

 

Pentecost – The church was born 

Pentecost was the fourth appointed time given by God in the book of 

Leviticus for the Jews to celebrate. Pentecost took place fifty days after 

the start of Unleavened Bread which places it on a Sunday. Pentecost 

was also known as the feast of weeks because the Jews were to count 

seven weeks from the start of Unleavened Bread on the Sabbath. This 

would take them through seven Sabbaths. They were then to add one day 

which again, took them to Sunday. 

 

On Pentecost new grain offerings were made to the Lord. These were 

known as the latter “First Fruit” offerings. The earlier First Fruit 

offerings were from the barley harvest. The later first fruits were from 

the wheat harvest which took place in late spring. Again they were new 

first fruits and offered to the Lord in faith, believing that God would 

bring in the rest of the wheat harvest. 

 

Jesus was raised on early “First Fruits” as the first fruits of all believers 

who will be raised to eternal life. The start of the church on the day of 

Pentecost was the latter first fruits. In other words, when the Holy Spirit 

came on Pentecost and baptized believers in Christ, those first Christians 

were now part of the church (Christ’s body). They would be the first 

fruits of all Christians throughout history who placed their faith in Jesus. 



7 
Copyright 2011 Chris Losey 

 

Even though Christians die, they will be raised with Christ on the last 

day. 1 Corinthians 15:20-23 states,  

 
20  

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 

those who are asleep. 
21 

For since by a man came death, by a man 

also came the resurrection of the dead. 
22 

For as in Adam all die, so 

also in Christ all will be made alive. 
23 

But each in his own order: 

Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His 

coming.” 

 

In review: 

- Jesus died on Passover 

- He remained in the grave on the first day of Unleavened Bread 

- He rose on First Fruits as our first fruits 

- The Holy Spirit came on Pentecost when early Christians became the 

later first fruits representing all the future people who would come to 

Christ. 

 

Not only did the Spirit come on Pentecost, He arrived at 9 AM (the third 

hour – Ac 2:15) as the worshippers were just coming out of the temple. 

God’s timing is amazing! 

 

Any ideas about the next feast in the Jewish calendar that will line up 

with an event in the church? The next feast to line up is the feast of 

Trumpets which takes place in the fall of each year. The next event on 

the church calendar is the Rapture when believers will be snatched away 

to heaven. I suspect that some year on the feast of Trumpets, the trumpet 

will sound and then we will be gone. Again, God’s perfect timing… 

 

Getting back to the birth of the church on the day of Pentecost. Not only 

did the birth of the church involve God’s perfect timing, it involved the 

Apostles’ persistent obedience. 
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The Apostles’ persistent obedience 

The birth of the church also involved the Apostles’ persistent obedience. 

Their obedience is revealed in Acts 2:1 which states, “
1 
When the day of 

Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.” 

 

The “they” referred to in this verse most likely refers to the Apostles 

although it may refer to other believers who were with them. The text 

states that they were all together in one place. We don’t know where that 

place was but it is referred to as a house in verse two. The fact is they 

had obeyed Jesus and stuck around Jerusalem as He had commanded 

them to do (Ac 1:4).  

 

It is interesting that Jesus had not told them how long they needed to 

wait, only that they needed to wait. He did not tell them where they 

needed to wait, only that it needed to be in Jerusalem. They could have 

been bothered that He didn’t give them more details, but they didn’t 

seem to be. They simply exercised faith but trusting and waiting. That is 

exactly how we are supposed to live. God doesn’t tell us many of the 

details regarding our lives only that we are to trust Him and live 

according to His principles. 

 

Since the coming of the Spirit would involve all of the Apostles, it was 

good that they didn’t get discouraged and leave the area. They hung in 

there believing that what Jesus said was true, that the Holy Spirit would 

come and do something amazing. 

 

The birth of the church not only involved God’s perfect timing, and the 

Apostles’ persistent obedience, it involved: 

 

The Holy Spirit’s powerful presence 

The birth of the church also involved the Holy Spirit’s powerful 

presence. Acts 2:2-4 speaks of this presence, 
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2 
And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent 

rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
3 
And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing 

themselves, and they rested on each one of them. 
4 
And they were 

all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 

tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance. 

 

Notice that the Spirit’s coming involved something that could be 

perceived with the senses. Although the Spirit could not be seen, His 

presence had physical manifestations. There was sound like a violent 

(mighty) rushing wind which filled the whole house. There was a visual 

manifestation in that tongues of fire distributed themselves on each of 

the Apostles. Even though a tongue of fire rested on each Apostle, they 

were not burned. Amazing! In addition, the Apostles began speaking in 

languages they did not know as the Spirit gave them utterance. Acts 2:8-

11 states that the crowd was each hearing the Apostles speak in the 

language of the place they were born, 

 
8 
"And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to 

which we were born? 
9 
"Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and 

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 
10 

Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya 

around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
11 

Cretans and Arabs—we hear them in our own tongues speaking 

of the mighty deeds of God." 

 

This was a miraculous scene indeed; audible, and visual manifestations 

of the Spirit. Jesus had told the Apostles that they would be filled with 

power when the Holy Spirit came upon them (Ac 1:7). This was it! 

 

Even though there was wind and fire, these manifestations did not make 

the Apostles flee. Instead they let the Spirit speak through them. As all 

of this was happening, undoubtedly the Apostles were thinking, this was 

what Jesus had been talking about when He was with them, that they 
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would be His witnesses when the Holy Spirit came upon them. They 

were not only experiencing a miracle, they were part of it. God was 

using them in a mighty way. 

 

But what were these languages that the Apostles spoke? They were the 

languages of the Jews who had returned from all over the known world 

for the annual feast of Pentecost.  Through the years for various reasons, 

Jews had moved or been moved by conquerors out from the Holy Land 

to places far away. New generations of Jews had been born in these 

countries, but many returned for certain feast days to Jerusalem. 

Pentecost was one of three annual feasts that Jewish men were required 

to attend in Jerusalem.  

 

It is interesting to note that there were more languages spoken than 

Apostles to speak them. This may mean that there were others speaking 

or it may mean that some of the Apostles spoke more than one language, 

switching back and forth as the Spirit gave utterance. 

 

Notice the areas on the map below which were represented by the 

languages spoken by the apostles in Acts 2:8-11, 

 
8 
"And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to 

which we were born? 
9 
"Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and 

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 
10 

Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya 

around Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
11 

Cretans and Arabs—we hear them in our own tongues speaking 

of the mighty deeds of God." 

 

- Parthians from Parthia 

- Medes from Media 

- Elamites from Elam 

- Residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, 

Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, Rome, Cretans, and Arabs 
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From these places were both Jews and proselytes (foreigners who had 

adopted the Jewish faith). As the Apostles spoke foreign languages, they 

were not sharing the gospel, but instead, speaking the mighty deeds of 

God (Ac 2:11). They recounted in the languages of the Jewish travelers 

many of the things that these travelers had heard since they were 

children. Things like: 

 

- In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth 

- God formed man from the dust of the ground and He formed the 

women from the man 

- God called Abraham to leave his homeland and to head for a far 

off country 

- God rescued His people out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
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- God gave His people the Law on Mt. Sinai 

- God brought His people into a land flowing with milk and honey 

- God defeated the enemies of the Jews 

 

Undoubtedly every great event that had ever happened to the Jewish 

nation, the Apostles recited to the crowd. All were hearing the mighty 

deeds of God in their own languages. Amazing!  

 

I try to picture what it would be like to have twelve different people all 

speaking different languages at the same time. It would have been quite 

a scene. No wonder some in the crowd accused the Apostles of being 

drunk. They undoubtedly couldn’t understand many of the languages, 

but they could understand the language from their own country. It is 

possible that the Apostles spread out a bit, each one attracting a crowd of 

those who could understand their language.  

 

God not only used Pentecost to baptize the Apostles with His Spirit thus 

bringing the church into existence, He used it to expand the church to 

Jews from all over the known world.  

 

The Crowd’s predictable response 

What was happening certainly got the crowd’s attention and caused 

them to respond in various ways. Listen to Acts 2:5-7 and 2:12-13, 
 

5 
Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every 

nation under heaven. 
6 
And when this sound occurred, the crowd 

came together, and were bewildered because each one of them 

was hearing them speak in his own language. 
7 
They were amazed 

and astonished, saying, "Why, are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans?... 
12 

And they all continued in amazement and great 

perplexity, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" 
13 

But 

others were mocking and saying, "They are full of sweet wine." 

 

Notice the words used in the text for how the Jews responded: 
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- Bewildered – A Greek word meaning to throw into confusion 

- Amazed – … meaning to make them to be beside themselves, like 

when an amazed person says “there is no way this could be 

happening.” 

- Astonished – … meaning to marvel or cause wonder 

- Perplexed – … meaning to make people be at a total loss about 

something, like when a person says, “how is this possible?” 

- Mocking – … meaning to scoff at something or make fun of it, 

like when a person says, “This is totally absurd, these people are 

drunk!” 

 

Most of the crowd was dumbfounded by what was happening. Probably 

the Apostles moved outside the place they were staying and continued to 

speak for some time as the crowd gathered. The Jews who gathered 

together and listened to the apostles speak about God’s mighty deeds, 

realized they were experiencing something extremely unusual. It was 

unheard of that Galileans could speak so many different languages. The 

sound, the tongues of fire, the languages all indicated that a great 

MIRACLE was taking place. But even so, there were those who thought 

the Apostles were drunk. 

 

One reason the majority of the crowd was amazed by what they heard 

and saw was because of what they had just heard in the temple. On the 

day of Pentecost there was one traditional reading that the priest always 

read in the temple. It was Ezekiel 1:4. Here is what it says,  

 
4 
As I looked, behold, a storm wind was coming from the north, a 

great cloud with fire flashing forth continually and a bright light 

around it, and in its midst something like glowing metal in the 

midst of the fire.  

 

The reading dealt with wind and flashing fire. When Jews who had just 

heard this reading in the temple came out of the temple they were 
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undoubtedly amazed by the sound of rushing wind and the sight of 

tongues of fire on the Apostles. They may have felt that a fulfillment of 

this reading was taking place right before their eyes. 

 

The birth of the church also involved Peter’s powerful sermon, but we 

will look at that next time. But in the mean time, I want to look at a few 

principles from the message. 

 

Principles 
You may be thinking, that’s an amazing story, but how does it apply to 

me? First, you are part of the church. You have the same powerful Spirit 

working in you to reach those in your sphere of influence. 

 

God has perfect timing for things in our lives 

We may wonder about His timing and think He is moving too slowly, 

but we need to trust Him: 

 

- In the timing for us to get married 

- In the timing to find a new job 

- In the timing for our healing 

- In the timing for any other thing going on in our lives 

 

When we are obedient God will do greater things through us 

The Apostles obeyed God and remained in Jerusalem. Because of their 

obedience they were now part of God’s amazing miracle on the Day of 

Pentecost. 

 

God’s Spirit is the one who empowers us to do amazing things  

We may wonder about how we can make a difference for God. The 

answer to our concern is simple. It will happen as His Spirit works in 

and through us like it did in the Apostles on the day of Pentecost. If we 

simply remain obedient, God will work. 
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We can expect both positive and negative responses to our ministry 

Even though God is working in us, it doesn’t mean that people are going 

to respond positively to us. Some will, but some will write us off as 

fanatics. We must not let a few negative responses derail us from our 

task to be God’s witnesses. 

 

God’s method of reaching the world is to partner with us 

Noticed that when God began the church it was done in partnership with 

people; the Apostles. He provided the power through the Holy Spirit, 

and the Apostles provided the spoken word as God gave them utterance. 

So it is with us today. Although God could do it all on His own, He has 

chosen to partner with us. He still provides the power and calls us to be 

His mouthpieces.  

 

Final thoughts 

Let me leave you with one final thought.  

 

Power can be used in at least two ways: it can be unleashed, or it 

can be harnessed. For example, the energy in ten gallons of 

gasoline can be released explosively by dropping a lighted match 

into a gas tank (please don’t try this), or it can be channeled 

through the engine of an automobile in a controlled burn and used 

to transport a person 400 miles. Explosions are spectacular, but 

controlled burns have lasting effect, staying power. The Holy 

Spirit works both ways. At Pentecost, He exploded on the scene; 

His presence was like “tongues of fire” (Acts 2:3). Thousands were 

affected by one burst of God’s power. But He also works in a 

harnessed way as the Spirit lives through Christians. The question 

arises, “Are each of us allowing the Spirit to work and speak 

through us?” (Source unknown) 

 

I hope we are. Let’s pray. 
 


