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Better Together 
 

Acts 1:12-26 
 

By Chris Losey 

 

Intro: 

Isn’t togetherness a great thing?  

 

- When you go through a tough time it is better if there is someone 

with you who can encourage you.  

- When you experience something exciting, it is better when there is 

someone with you to experience it.  

- When you are doing a work project it is often helpful to have a 

helper.  

- When you are learning something new it is good to have someone 

who learns with you and shares the experience.  

- When you are playing a game like football, it is better when you 

have a whole team on the field all working together 

- When you have a spouse you love, it is just great to be together! 

- People are often better together. 

 

There is a song entitled, “Together, Wherever We Go”. Share the words 

to the song… 

 

In the first part of the book of Acts there is a lot of togetherness. When 

Jesus gave the apostles their parting instructions, they were together. 

When they saw Him ascend into heaven they were together. As the 

chapter continues to unfold more togetherness is seen. Being together is 

good. 

 

They obeyed together 

Acts 1:12 states, “
12 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount 

called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away.” 
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- The apostles saw Jesus ascend into heaven from the Mount of 

Olives just outside Jerusalem. He had commanded them back in 

verses 4,5 before He ascended to stay in Jerusalem until they 

received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 

o Acts 1:4-5 (NASB)  
4 
Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave 

Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, 

"Which," He said, "you heard of from Me; 
5 
for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit not many days from now."  

o Luke 24:49 (NASB)  
49 

"And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father 

upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed 

with power from on high."  

o John 14:16-17 (NASB)  
16 

"I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, 

that He may be with you forever; 
17 

that is the Spirit of truth, 

whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him 

or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with 

you and will be in you. 

o  John 16:7 (NASB)  
7 
"But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go 

away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to 

you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.  

 

- Jesus ascended from the Mt of Olives 

o It was 200 feet higher than the city 

o It was just east of Jerusalem 

o It was a Sabbath’s Day journey; about 2000 cubits (1 cubit = 

18 inches or 1.5 feet. Thus about 3000 ft or about a half mile 

since a mile is 5280 ft. This was based on the distance a Jew 

was able to travel on the Sabbath to worship at the 

tabernacle. This was based on Joshua 3:4 which set the 
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distance of 2000 cubits that the Jews were to stay away from 

the ark when it was moving. It is assumed that when it was in 

the tabernacle that this was the distance the nearest dwellings 

could be to it. On the Sabbath the people needed to come to 

the tabernacle to worship so they were allowed to walk this 

distance, even though walking was considered work. 

o  
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- By returning to Jerusalem, the Apostles were obeying Jesus’ 

command. 

o If a person is going to start his Christian life there is no better 

way to start it than by obeying God.  Isn’t obedience the 

bottom line of the Christian life? Yes, it is! Living as a 

Christian means submitting myself to the will of God and 

obeying him. If He tells us to forgive, we forgive. It His 

Word says do this, we do it. If it says don’t do this, we don’t 

do it. Here is what Jesus said about obedience. 

 Luke 6:46 (NASB),”Why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,' 

and do not do what I say?”  

 John 14:15 (NASB), “If you love Me, you will keep 

My commandments.”  

 

- When a group of believers obeys, it is a grand sight to see. When 

one person obeys, it sets the example for others, and on it goes! 

 

But not only did the apostles obey together, they stayed together. 

 

They stayed together 

Acts 1:13 states, 

 
13 

When they had entered the city, they went up to the upper room 

where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and James and 

Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James 

the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of 

James. 

 

Notice that when they entered the city they went to the upper room 

where they were staying. It was a large room. Larger rooms were in the 

upstairs of houses with lower rooms downstairs. The walls of these 

lower rooms were smaller so their walls could support the floor of the 

upper room. The upper room is where the Last Supper may have been 

celebrated (Mark 14:15). It also may have been the place where Jesus 

appeared to His disciples after He rose from the dead. 
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All of the remaining apostles were Galileans. They were all from up 

north, but Jesus told them to stay in Jerusalem until they were clothed 

with power from on high. Undoubtedly it was quite tempting for the 

apostles to leave Jerusalem and return to their homes around Galilee. 

After all, who was going to pay for housing and food? How long might 

they have to wait? They didn’t know. Jesus had simply said that they 

would be “clothed” with power. Notice that all of them (except Judas) 

were there.  

- Peter 

- John 

- James 

- Andrew 

- Philip 

- Thomas 

- Bartholomew (Also known as Nathaniel) 

- Matthew 

- James the son of Alphaeus (also known as James the lesser) 

- Simon the Zealot 

- Judas the son of James (Thaddaeus) 

Why did they stay even when the lure was to head north? They 

undoubtedly stayed because they had been so moved by Jesus’ 

resurrection, appearances, ascension and the events surrounding the 

ascension, including the appearance of angels, that they felt compelled 

to obey. They basically said, we may have run away at Jesus’ arrest, but 

we now know for certain that He is the Son of God and we will serve 

Him no matter the cost. 

Actually, we should have the same response to all Jesus has done for us 

including giving us proof that He is who He said He is. 

Undoubtedly as each apostle chose to stay, it further encouraged the 

others. 
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But not only did they obey together and stay together, the apostles 

prayed together. 

They prayed together 
Acts 1:14 states, “

14 
These all with one mind were continually devoting 

themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of 

Jesus, and with His brothers.” 

 

Notice that they were with single-mindedness continually devoting 

themselves to prayer. Jesus had not necessarily told them to pray while 

they waited, but it apparently seemed the logical thing to do. Jesus had 

constantly prayed to the Father, so why shouldn’t they? And that is 

exactly what they did! And the apostles weren’t alone. Other followers 

of Jesus were there, too, including His mother and brothers. 

 

Praying together is a powerful bond. You have heard the saying, “The 

family that prays together, stays together.” When you pray with them, 

you hear their heart and they hear yours. Praying together builds a 

stronger relationship among people. 

 

Not only did the apostles obey together, stay together, and pray together, 

they also learned together. 

 

They learned together – About Judas 
Acts 1:15-20 states, 

 
15 

At this time Peter stood up in the midst of the brethren (a 

gathering of about one hundred and twenty persons was there 

together), and said, 
16 

"Brethren, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, 

which the Holy Spirit foretold by the mouth of David concerning 

Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 
17 

"For he 

was counted among us and received his share in this ministry." 
18 

(Now this man acquired a field with the price of his wickedness, 

and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his 

intestines gushed out. 
19 

And it became known to all who were 
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living in Jerusalem; so that in their own language that field was 

called Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 
20 

"For it is written in 

the book of Psalms, 'Let his homestead be made desolate, And let 

no one dwell in it'; and, 'Let another man take his office.' 

 

Undoubtedly some still had questions regarding why Judas would have 

betrayed Jesus. After all, Judas has been one of them for so long and had 

even taken care of their finances. Peter, being the apostle that the others 

looked up to, stood up and explained about Judas: 

 

- The Scripture had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit foretold by 

the mouth of David.  Peter refers to Psalm 69:25 and 109:8 which 

speak in general regarding the enemies of God.  

- Judas had been one of the twelve but was not truly saved because 

he was known as the “son of perdition” which means “the one 

destined for loss or destruction. In Jesus’ high priestly prayer of 

John 17:12 (NASB) He prayed to the Father,  

  
12 

"While I was with them, I was keeping them in Your name 

which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one 

of them perished but the son of perdition, so that the 

Scripture would be fulfilled.  

 

- After the betrayal, Judas returned the money he had been given for 

betraying Jesus, by throwing it into the temple. 

- Judas took his own life, and apparently while hanging himself by a 

cliff, the rope broke and his insides came out when he hit the rocks 

below. 

- Because the money that Judas returned was blood money and not 

fit for the temple, the priests used the money to buy a field which 

became known as the field of Blood. It was also known as the 

Potter’s Field because the clay was apparently good for making 

pottery. 



8 
                                                                                                                                                Copyright 2010 C.R. Losey 

 

- Peter was sharing all this about Judas to let the apostles and others 

know that what Judas did, did not take God by surprise. It had been 

prophesied. 

 

There are so many truths in the Bible to learn. That is why it is important 

for Christians of all ages to learn together from their leaders. Peter had 

learned these things likely from Jesus, and shared them with the others. 

Also, Peter was prepping the rest of the followers for the need to replace 

Judas. 

 

This brings us to the last point of the message: 

 

They trusted together – For a replacement 
Acts 1:21-26 states,  

 
21 

"Therefore it is necessary that of the men who have accompanied 

us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us— 
22 

beginning with the baptism of John until the day that He was taken 

up from us—one of these must become a witness with us of His 

resurrection." 
23 

So they put forward two men, Joseph called 

Barsabbas (who was also called Justus), and Matthias. 
24 

And they 

prayed and said, "You, Lord, who know the hearts of all men, 

show which one of these two You have chosen 
25 

to occupy this 

ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his 

own place." 
26 

And they drew lots for them, and the lot fell to 

Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 

It was necessary to replace Judas because Jesus had promised that the 

twelve disciples would sit on 12 thrones when He came in His kingdom. 

 

Matthew 19:28 (NASB)  
28 

And Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you, that you who have 

followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His 

glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel.  
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They needed to trust God for Judas’ replacement. The replacement 

needed: 

 

- To be one who accompanied them when Jesus was alive 

- To be a witness of the resurrection 

 

Two men became candidates. One was Barsabbas meaning “Son of the 

Sabbath” also called Justus meaning “the righteous”. The other was 

Matthias meaning “gift of God.”  

 

Notice that the apostles prayed and acknowledged that God knew which 

one He had already chosen for the task. The lot fell to Matthias and he 

was chosen. 

 

There are many decisions we need to make, and we need to trust 

together.  

 

Final comments 

So why is this important to us? For one it teaches us the importance of 

unity.  

- They obeyed together 

- They stayed together 

- They prayed together 

- They learned together 

- They trusted together 

 

If they were going to make an impact on their culture, they needed to do 

it together! They needed to be unified. If they worked together, God 

could do great things through them and they would have a mutual 

support system. 

 

The church is a place where Christians can gather for that mutual 

encouragement and support. In the body of Christ they can 
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- Obey together 

- Stay together 

- Pray together 

- Learn together 

- Trust together 

 

We are to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace and then 

work together to advance God’s Kingdom! Let’s pray…. 
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Acts 1:12-26 (NASB)  
12 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 

near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 
13 

When they had entered the 

city, they went up to the upper room where they were staying; that is, Peter 

and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 

Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the 

son of James. 
14 

These all with one mind were continually devoting 

themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, 

and with His brothers. 
15 

At this time Peter stood up in the midst of the 

brethren (a gathering of about one hundred and twenty persons was there 

together), and said, 
16 

"Brethren, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 

Holy Spirit foretold by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a 

guide to those who arrested Jesus. 
17 

"For he was counted among us and 

received his share in this ministry." 
18 

(Now this man acquired a field with the 

price of his wickedness, and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and 

all his intestines gushed out. 
19 

And it became known to all who were living 

in Jerusalem; so that in their own language that field was called Hakeldama, 

that is, Field of Blood.) 
20 

"For it is written in the book of Psalms, 'Let his 

homestead be made desolate, And let no one dwell in it'; and, 'Let another 

man take his office.' 
21 

"Therefore it is necessary that of the men who have 

accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us— 
22 

beginning with the baptism of John until the day that He was taken up from 

us—one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection." 
23 

So 

they put forward two men, Joseph called Barsabbas (who was also called 

Justus), and Matthias. 
24 

And they prayed and said, "You, Lord, who know 

the hearts of all men, show which one of these two You have chosen 
25 

to 

occupy this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to 

his own place." 
26 

And they drew lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias; 

and he was added to the eleven apostles.  


