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God’s Amazing Plan  
For Reachin the World with the Gospel 

 

Acts 1:1-11 

 

This message explores God’s plan to reach the world with the gospel. It 

truly is amazing. Also,  God programmed it for success. But before 

looking at the plan, we will briefly look at some foundational facts about 

the book of Acts. 

 

- Author: Acts was written by Luke a Gentile physician. Dr. Luke 

also wrote the book of Luke, the third of the four gospels: 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. 

- Date of Writing: Acts was written between A.D. 63 and 70. 

- To Whom Written: Acts was written to Theophilus, whose name 

means lover of God.  Some scholars suggest that Acts, like the 

book of Luke, was written to all who love God. Theophilus is also 

mentioned in Luke 1:3 where he is called, “most excellent 

Theophilus” which indicates that most probably, Theophilus was a 

real person. 

- Purpose of the Acts: To give an account of the start and expansion 

of the church as it spread from Jerusalem across the known world.  

- Name: Acts means the “Acts of the Apostles” as they worked in 

the power of the Holy Spirit to expand the church. 

 

With this intro let’s look at God’s amazing plan to reach the world with 

the gospel. Luke begins by referring to the book of Luke he had 

previously written. Acts 1:1,2 (NASB) states,  

 
1 
The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus 

began to do and teach, 
2 
until the day when He was taken up to 

heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles 

whom He had chosen.  
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The plan involves people reaching people 

Notice in Acts 1:2 that Luke said that Jesus had “given orders to the 

apostles whom He had chosen. He was going to use them to reach their 

fellow human beings. 

 

Jesus had given instructions to the apostles at the end of the book of 

Luke: 

 

Luke 24:46-49 (NASB)  
46 

and He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ would 

suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, 
47 

and that 

repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His 

name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
48 

"You are 

witnesses of these things. 
49 

"And behold, I am sending forth the 

promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until 

you are clothed with power from on high."  

 

God told the apostles that they would be His method for reaching the 

world. He had chosen them. They were ordinary men, but empowered 

with the Holy Spirit they would be extraordinary witnesses!  

 

It is quite interesting that God chose to make people His method of 

reaching the world. He started with the apostles who passed the good 

news on to others who did the same, right down to today. And we as 

Christians are still called to be part of the work. 

 

If you want to reach people, you use people to do it. This reminds me of 

the story of the farmer who wanted to help birds during the winter. One 

cold winter day he was on his property and noticed a group of birds that 

had not flown south for the winter. The birds huddled together on 

branches of trees that no longer had any leaves. They were exposed to 

the harsh cold wind. The farmer had an idea. He went into his barn and 

put out seed for the birds in a sheltered spot where they roost, from the 

elements. He then went outside over to the tree where the birds were 

shivering in the cold, and began to say in a loud voice, “There is food for 
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you in the barn out of the wind. I have opened the doors for you. All you 

have to do is to fly inside to be safe. I will not harm you… As the farmer 

motioned toward the barn and spoke excitedly to the birds, the birds 

responded by flying away in fear. The farmer thought to himself, 

“Foolish birds. If only they could understand me.” Then he thought to 

himself, the best way he could have gotten the birds into the safety of the 

barn was if he had become a bird and led them there. He realized this 

was an impossibility…  

 

In our case, as humans, this is not an impossibility. Jesus came to earth 

as the God-man to show us the way to the Father. He now invites us to 

spread the good news. He sends us to our fellow human beings in order 

to share with them salvation in Christ. 

 

It is also interesting to note the meaning of the word apostle. The word 

apostle is from two Greek words: apa meaning away from and stello 

meaning to send. Apostles are “sent ones.” The apostles were first 

disciples, learners, and then they became sent ones. They were sent out 

to accomplish the plan of spreading the gospel. In the same sense, we are 

sent ones as Christians, called to become part of God’s amazing work. 

 

The plan involves Divine motivation – convincing proofs 

Acts 1:3 states,  

 
3 
To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by 

many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty 

days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.  

 

Here are some of Christ’s post-resurrection appearances. 

 

- Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene  - Mark 16:9-11, John 20:10-18 

- Jesus appeared to other women – Matthew 28:8-10 

- Jesus appeared to two believers traveling on the road to Emmaus – 

Mark 16:12,13, Luke 24:13-15 
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- Jesus appeared to the disciples behind locked doors – John 20:19-

23, Luke 24:36-43 

- Jesus appeared to the disciples including Thomas – Mark 16:14, 

John 20:24-31 

- Jesus appeared to the disciples while they were fishing – John 

21:1-14 

- Jesus talked with Peter – John 21:15-25 

- Jesus appeared to the disciples when He gave the Great 

Commission in Galilee – Matthew 28:16-20, Mark 16:15-18 

- Jesus appeared to the disciples in Jerusalem – Luke 24:44 

- Jesus appeared to them when He ascended into heaven Mark 

16:19,20, Luke 24:50-53 

 

Jesus appearances were convincing proof that He had risen from the 

dead. His appearances were powerful Divine motivation to spread the 

good news. This is verified by the fact that after Jesus’ arrest the 

disciples scattered, but after His resurrection and appearances, His 

followers were so fired up that they were willing to die martyr’s deaths 

because they knew the gospel was true. The fact of Jesus’ resurrection 

and the many convincing proofs of His post-resurrection appearances 

should still motivate us today to join other believers in the wonderful 

privilege of sharing the good news in our spheres of influence. 

 

The plan involves waiting on God 

Acts 1:4 states,  

 
4 
Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave 

Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," 

He said, "you heard of from Me;  

 

They were to wait for what the Father had promised. What had been 

promised the apostles from the Father? Jesus explained it in John 14:16-

17, 

  
16 

"I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that 
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He may be with you forever; 
17 

that is the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, 

but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.  

 

They needed to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit who would not 

just be with the apostles, but would be in them. They would be baptized 

and indwelt by the Spirit. 

 

Can you imagine how fired up the disciples became after Jesus’ many 

appearances and then watching Him ascend in to heaven. Emotionally 

they probably felt ready to share, but Jesus told them to wait. They were 

to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit so that He could be the ultimate 

power source for their evangelism. If a person only shares his faith from 

emotion, he may steamroll people, or be misunderstood. But if he waits 

for God’s power and timing, and the Spirit’s promptings, his sharing will 

be much more effective. Even with the Holy Spirit indwelling us, we 

need to wait on God’s timing. Waiting to share when the time is right is 

powerful! 

 

The plan includes Divine power – the Holy Spirit 

Acts 1:5,8 states, “
5 
for John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.…
8 
but you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you…” 

 

Many Christians dread evangelism (Read the devotional from Acts 

evangelism) 

 

Just the thought of sharing the gospel with a non-Christian makes 

many believers cringe. Thoughts of rejection or inadequacy grip 

their minds. Many think, “I just can’t do this,” or “Isn’t this the 

pastor’s job?” 

 

If you are one of these people, take a deep breath and relax.  The 

power for evangelism does not come from you, it comes from 

God! In other words, you are not on your own.  You don’t have to 
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perform or prove anything to anyone. You just have to let the Holy 

Spirit work in and through you. 

 

In Acts 1:8, shortly before Jesus ascended into heaven, He told His 

disciples, “…you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 

remotest part of the earth.” 

 

There is no doubt that Jesus wanted His disciples to share their 

faith. After all, He called them to be fishers of men (Mt 4:19). 

Notice, however, Jesus did not want them sharing until they had 

the power to do it effectively. They were to wait until they 

received power from on high. It happened a few weeks later at the 

day of Pentecost (Ac 2), when the Holy Spirit arrived like a house 

of fire! 

 

It is comforting to know that God never asks us to do anything He 

does not equip us for. And He has equipped us to share our faith. 

The power to do so is not any power, it is Divine power – power 

that healed the sick and raised the dead!   

 

Since God sent the Holy Spirit in the book of Acts, every Christian 

now has this indwelling power.  It is given at the moment of 

salvation when believers are baptized by the Holy Spirit into the 

body of Christ, the church. 1 Corinthians 12:13 states, “For by one 

Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 

whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one 

Spirit.” Romans 8:9 confirms the fact that every believer possesses 

the Holy Spirit, “However, you are not in the flesh but in the 

Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does 

not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.” All 

believers belong to Christ and thus have the Spirit. 
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If you are a Christian the Holy Spirit dwells in you. Don’t stress 

about sharing your faith. If you think you can’t share, you’re right, 

you can’t! But God can do it through you because He placed His 

power in you. Philippians 4:13 states, “I can do all things through 

Him (Christ) who strengthens me.” All you need to do is look for 

opportunities, step out in faith and let the power flow. What a 

concept – God empowering His people to do the work of the 

ministry! Awesome!  (From Acts Evangelism – by Chris Losey) 

 

The plan involves trusting God for the future 

Acts 1:6,7 states, “
6 
So when they had come together, they were asking 

Him, saying, ‘Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to 

Israel?’ 
7 
He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or epochs 

which the Father has fixed by His own authority;’”  

 

Jesus had given His disciples the plan to reach the world with the gospel, 

but their minds wanted to know when He was going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel. When they asked their question, Jesus plainly told 

them that it was not for them to know times or epochs which the Father 

has fixed by His own authority. 

 

Today, many people want to know, “When is Christ coming back? Are 

we close to the end? What signs do we see today that might indicate that 

He is coming soon? If Jesus were here, I think He would say something 

similar to us that He said to the apostles, “Don’t worry about my return. 

I will come when the timing is right. Rather than trying to figure out 

when I am coming, put your energies into sharing your faith and living 

for Me until I come.” 

 

In Matthew 24:36-42 Jesus said, 
 

36 
"But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. 
37 

"For the coming of the 

Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. 
38 

"For as in those 

days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
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giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,
39 

and 

they did not understand until the flood came and took them all 

away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 
40 

"Then there will 

be two men in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 
41 

"Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and 

one will be left. 
42 

"Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know 

which day your Lord is coming.  

 

The plan includes being witnesses near and far 

Acts 1:8 states, “
8 
… and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."  

 

Again, let me share with you from Acts Evangelism, 

 

Many Christians equate evangelism with witnessing. Sometimes in 

their zealousness to share the gospel, Christians forget that Christ 

also called them to be witnesses. In Acts 1:8 Jesus said, “But you 

shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 
 

Being a witness refers to who a person is.  Witnessing refers to 

what a person does. Being a witness should come before 

witnessing. For example, there are some Christians who are 

zealous to share their faith, but fail to submit their lives to Christ’s 

Lordship. As a result, their actions, dress, language, habits, 

hygiene, lack of sensitivity or lack of compassion send the wrong 

message and undermine their witnessing efforts.  

 

For example, Chris has a great desire to lead his neighbors to 

Christ. He even has a Christian bumper sticker on his car. The 

problem is, Chris’ yard is a mess. His neighbors on the other hand, 

keep their yards relatively neat. Chris thinks he is making headway 

in witnessing, but his neighbors view him as a religious fanatic 
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who ought to spend less time at church and more time behind a 

lawnmower.   

 

Ashley is a fireball. She looks for every opportunity to witness at 

work, but sometimes gossips about co-workers. When things are 

slow, she pulls out her Bible and reads. A few times her boss has 

told her to put it away. She thinks she is making witnessing inroads 

at work, but her co-workers see her as someone who cannot be 

trusted. 

 

Steve is always talking about Jesus to his acquaintances. He is 

friendly enough, but has a short fuse when others disagree with 

him. Rather than respecting Steve and wanting to hear his views, 

people head the other way when they see him coming.  

 

Part of being a good witness involves removing witnessing 

roadblocks.  Roadblocks are things that cause people to reject the 

message because they see a flaw in the messenger. Obviously none 

of us will be perfect messengers, but there may be areas we can 

change so others see past us and hear what we’re saying. Hearers 

first judge a message by the credibility of the messenger.   

 

Before witnessing, Christians need to work hard at being good 

witnesses.  They need to take a long look to see if there is anything 

in their lives that might trip up others. If they remove these 

stumbling blocks ahead of time, they will add to their credibility 

and prevent the ears of the hearers from being plugged before 

hearing the message.   

 

Just because Christians are good witnesses does not mean non-

Christians will readily accept the gospel, but it does mean 

unbelievers won’t likely write off the message because of the 

messenger. 
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Let’s not forget to witness, but let’s first be sure we are good 

witnesses! 

 

Final thoughts 

Notice Acts 1:9-11, 

 
9 
And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they 

were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 
10 

And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, 

behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 
11 

They also 

said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This 

Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in 

just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven." 
 

 

After instructing the apostles, Jesus ascended into heaven. Once again, 

the apostles were speechless. They simply stood and stared! As they 

watched Jesus ascend, two angels appeared and told them that Jesus 

would come again in the same way they had seen Him go. Undoubtedly, 

this event of seeing Jesus ascend, and then being addressed by angels, 

left an indelible mark on the apostles minds and hearts. It would have 

further motivated them to fulfill Jesus instructions to take the gospel and 

to be witnesses to a waiting world.  

 

Jesus’ amazing plan of reaching the world with gospel applies to us 

today. Has it fully gripped our hearts? 

 

- Jesus’ method is people – this includes us 

- We have the same proofs the apostles had to motivate us 

- As believers we have the power of the Holy Spirit inside of us 

- We will need to wait on and trust in God as we join His work 

- We will need to work hard at being witnesses as we witness 

 

Would you be willing right now to ask God to use you in His plan? 

Would you be willing to pray in the quietness of your heart, “Lord, here 

I am, use me. Give me divine appointments to love others in Your Name 
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and to share my faith as You give the opportunity. Would You give me a 

Divine appointment this week? 

 

If you would be willing to pray a similar prayer, do it now, and then I 

will close us in prayer. 
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Acts 1:1-11 (NASB)  
1 
The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to 

do and teach, 
2 
until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He 

had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen. 
3 
To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many 

convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and 

speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. 
4 
Gathering them 

together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for 

what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from 

Me; 
5 
for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
6 
So when they had come 

together, they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are 

restoring the kingdom to Israel?" 
7 
He said to them, "It is not for you to 

know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 
8 

but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." 
9 
And after He had 

said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a 

cloud received Him out of their sight. 
10 

And as they were gazing 

intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white 

clothing stood beside them. 
11 

They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do 

you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 

you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched 

Him go into heaven."  

 

 

 


