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Passing the Test 
 

Genesis 22:1-19 

 

Introduction 
They say that the busiest shopping day of the year is the day after 
Thanksgiving when many stores hold huge sales.  On that day people 
are passed Halloween and Thanksgiving, and looking toward Christmas.  
With Christmas less than a month away, I think it is a good time to look 
toward Christmas as well.  This message looks at it in a round-about 
way by investigating a particular event in the life of Abraham involving 
a test from God (Genesis 22).  You may be thinking, “What does testing 
have to do with Christmas?”  Hang on, you’ll see! 
 
Before jumping into the text, let’s spend a little time painting a 
backdrop of Abraham’s life which will help put Genesis 22 into proper 
perspective. 
 
Abraham’s history with God  
- At first Abraham was called Abram. - Gen 12:1 
- God told Abram to leave his homeland and to go to another place - 
Gen 12:2 (Abram was 75 years old at that time and he obeyed God) 
- God promised to bless and protect Abram - Gen 12:2 
- God appeared to Abram and Abram made an altar to commemorate 
the event - Gen 12:7 
- Abram wasn’t perfect, he lied about his wife in Egypt - Gen 12:11-16 
- Abram saw God send a plague on Egypt even though he had sinned - 
Gen 12:17 
- God blessed Abram financially - Gen 13:1,2 
- Abram became a man of prayer and drew close to God - Gen 13:3,4 
- Abram was humble in that he let Lot choose the best land - Gen 13:6-
11 
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- God promised land, seed and blessing for Abram and his descendants, 
Gen 13:12-18 
- God gave Abram victory when he went to rescue Lot - Gen 14 
- Abram would not take gifts from a king because of a vow - Gen 14:22-
24 
- God promised to be a shield to Abram - Gen 15:1 
- God made a covenant with Abram and promised to give him a son - 
Gen 15:2-18 
- God changed Abram’s name (exalted father) to Abraham (father of 
multitudes)-Gen17: 5 
- God promised a son to Abraham through his wife Sarah - Gen 17:15-
19, Gen 18:9-15 
- God let Abraham know the general time of the birth - Gen 18:9-15 
- God protected Abraham and Sarah from king Abimelech - Gen 20 
- Abraham’s wife gave birth to the son God had promised - Gen 21:1-8 
- Abimelech asked Abraham to make a covenant with him because he 
say that God was with Abraham in a special way - Gen 21:22-32 
  
Suffice it to say that the Lord appeared and spoke to Abraham many 
times (Gen 12:1, Gen 13:14, Gen 15, Gen 17:1,22).  Even though 
Abraham wasn’t perfect he saw God work in his life in amazing ways.  
God made a covenant with him, guided him, protected him, provided 
for him, and fulfilled the amazing promise regarding the birth of Isaac.   
 
God invested great time and effort in building a relationship with 
Abraham.  God would now test Abraham to see if he was totally 
devoted to Him. 
 
With this background in mind let’s move to Genesis 22:1-19 and look 
closely at this message entitled, “Passing the Test.”  As the passage 
unfolds we see what is called, “The truth about testing.” 
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The truth about testing 
 
Gen 22:1-19 
1  Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and 
said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."  2  And He said, 
"Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the 
land of Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I will tell you."   
 
...after these things... all the things that had gone before the testing... 
 
1.  Tests come from God 
“1  Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham” 
All of us have taken tests in school.  Some we were prepared for and 
some we weren’t.  Some we did well on and some we didn’t.  Most 
people didn’t like tests, but realized their importance in the education 
process. 
 
First, what is a test?  The word test means to test, to try, or to prove.  A 
test may be defined as an examination or evaluation to see if a person 
has a working knowledge of certain material.  A test is a way of 
determining a student’s proficiency in a certain subject.  It is also a way 
to hold students accountable.  If a student has shown up for class but 
hasn’t listened to or worked at learning what was taught in the class, it 
will become very obvious when the teacher grades his first test.  A 
failed test lets the pupil know that he has more learning to do. 
 
God uses testing the same way.  He wants to see if the people who 
claim to know Him are learning how to walk with Him.  He wants to see 
if they really love Him and desire to obey His Word.  When we think of 
a stress test or a treadmill test, the doctor is putting stress on our heart 
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to see how it reacts.  If it doesn’t react well, there may be a blockage 
which could be life threatening. 
 
In Abraham’s case God wanted to see if there was any spiritual 
blockage, or if Abraham would be completely sold out to Him.  When 
we look through history we see that those who God used mightily were 
usually sold out to Him completely! 
 
It is important to understand the difference between a test, a trial and 
temptation: 
 
TEST - A test is from God.  It involves something to do.  It involves 
checking on a person’s loyalty.  An example would be the story of the 
assistant football coach...the head coach took him to a large ranch to 
do some hunting. When they arrived at the ranch, the head coach told 
his assistant to stay in the truck while he told the rancher that they had 
arrived to hunt. With the assistant coach sitting in the truck the head 
coach went to the front door of the rancher’s home. When the rancher 
came to the door he asked the head coach to do him one favor for the 
privilege of hunting on his property. He asked the coach if he would 
shoot the rancher’s old mule who was about to die anyway. The 
rancher just couldn’t kill the mule because it had been like a family  pet. 
The head coach assured the rancher that he would shoot the mule. The 
rancher thanked him, and the head coach returned to the truck where 
the assistant coach was waiting. When the head coach got in the truck, 
the assistant coach asked him if everything was allright. The  head 
coach said that the rancher had told him to get off his property and 
never come back. The head coach then said to the assistant, ‘Do you 
see that old mule over there in the pasture?’ The assistant replied, 
‘Yes.’ The head coach continued, “I’m going to teach that rancher a 
lesson that he can’t treat people like he treated us. I’m gonna shoot 
that old mule and see how the rancher likes that! Nobody throws me 
off of his property.” As the head coach leveled his rifle on the old mule, 
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there was a bit of a smile on his face. He then pulled the trigger, BAAM! 
The old mule dropped to the ground. But before head coach could say 
anything more, the assistant leveled his own rifle on two cows BAAM, 
BAAM. As both of the cows dropped to the ground, the assistant coach 
said to the head coach, let’s get out of here…..  
 
TRIAL - A test is part of living in a fallen world.  Rather than being 
something that God has asked a person to do, a trial is simply a difficult 
situation or circumstance.  Although trials may or may not be from God, 
He certainly allows them to touch our lives.  Trials can strengthen us in 
our faith.  An example would be the story of the golf ball... originally 
smooth but they discovered that when they got roughed up they would 
go further.  So they started making them with little dimples.  So, too, 
when we get roughed up by the trials of life, we are stronger. 
 
TEMPTATION - An enticement to sin.  A temptation specifically tries to 
get us to fall.  They are not from God but Satan.  James tells us that God 
does not tempt anyone. James 1:13 states, “Let no one say when he is 
tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God;’ for God cannot be tempted by 
evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.” 
 
Getting back to testing, if God were to test you how would you do?   
 
The Psalmist invited God to test him, in Ps 26:2,3, “2  Examine me, O 
LORD, and try me; test my mind and my heart.  3  For Thy lovingkindness 
is before my eyes, and I have walked in Thy truth.” 
 
2.  Tests are personal 
1  Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and 
said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."   
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God called Abraham by name.  If you remember, when God was going 
to use Samuel, He came to Samuel and called him by name. (1 Samuel 
3:1-10) 
 
When God called Abraham, how did Abraham answer?  He said, “Here I 
am.”  This is precisely the way Samuel answered as well. In Samuel’s 
case he thought that it was the priest Eli who had called him.  After the 
third time, Eli told Samuel to answer a certain way when called again.  
Do you remember what Eli told Samuel to say?  He told him to say, 
“Speak, for Thy servant is listening.”  What a great way to respond to 
the living God when He calls our name!   
 
When you are reading and meditating on the Word of God and you 
come to a verse that convicts your heart and you know that there is 
something that God is prompting you to change in your life, do you 
respond, “Speak, for Thy servant is listening”?  This is precisely how 
God wants us to respond.   
 
When God called Abraham, Abraham simply responded, “Here I am.”  
He had talked with God many times.  God had even appeared to him.  
He knew God’s voice. 
 
Do you know God’s voice when He talks to you?  Sometimes it might be 
hard to sort God’s voice out from other voices, but the closer you draw 
to Him, the easier it is to hear His voice. 
 
John 10:2-4 speaks about a shepherd and the fact that his sheep know 
his voice.   
 

2  "But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep.  
3  "To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his 
voice, and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them 
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out.  4  "When he puts forth all his own, he goes before them, 
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 

 
Who is our Good Shepherd? Jesus is!  We need to draw close to Him so 
we can hear and recognize His voice. 
  
3.  Tests can be difficult - v2 
2  And He said, "Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, 
Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you."   
 
God was asking Abraham to do a very difficult thing, to sacrifice his only 
son.  It seems rather unfair that God would ask a father to sacrifice his 
only son.  Actually, Abraham had another son by an Egyptian handmaid.  
That son’s name was Ishmael but he was not the son of promise. 
 
Isn’t it unethical for God to ask Abraham to offer his son as a sacrifice?  
Actually, no!  For one, God had not yet given the law which states that 
thou shalt not murder.  Second and most importantly, God knew that 
Abraham would not complete the task.  Once the law was given, God 
made it exceedingly clear that children were not to be sacrificed.  This 
passage is not so much about child sacrifice as it is about commitment 
to God. 
 
Even though God asked Abraham to sacrifice his only son, Abraham 
knew the promise that God had made to him.  God had said that Isaac 
would be the one through whose seed a mighty nation would arise.  
Listen to the text found in Genesis 17:15-19, 
 

15  Then God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you 
shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah {shall be} her name.  
16  "And I will bless her, and indeed I will give you a son by 
her. Then I will bless her, and she shall be {a mother of} 
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nations; kings of peoples shall come from her."  17  Then 
Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, 
"Will a child be born to a man one hundred years old? And 
will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear {a child?} 18  And 
Abraham said to God, "Oh that Ishmael might live before 
Thee!"  19  But God said, "No, but Sarah your wife shall bear 
you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; and I will 
establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant 
for his descendants after him. 

 
Since God had promised that Isaac would have descendants after him, 
then there were only two options; God would either have to raise Isaac 
from the dead if he allowed Abraham to kill him or, before Abraham 
killed his son, God would have to provide a substitute.  Either way, 
Abraham knew that God had made a covenant with him and that Isaac 
was a central part of it. 
 
4.  Tests require a response 
When a person is given a test he needs to respond. He can either sit 
and do nothing which means that he will surely fail the test, or he can 
take out his pencil and start writing. In Abraham’s case he needed to 
respond to God’s test.  He responded in several ways: 
 
a.  Obedience - v3 
3  So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and 
took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split 
wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which 
God had told him.   
 
God asked Abraham to sacrifice his son and Abraham made 
preparations to obey.  He took two young men perhaps for physical 
security and to help with meals etc.  He took wood for the burnt 
offering and headed for the place that God had told him. 
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How do you respond when you are tested?  Some people resist God’s 
leading or drag their feet.  Not Abraham.  He obeyed. 
 
 
b.  Endurance - vv4-6 
4  On the third day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a 
distance.  5  And Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the 
donkey, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship and return 
to you."  6  And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it 
on Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the 
two of them walked on together.   
 
He didn’t get to the end of the test right away.  It wasn’t until the third 
day that he saw the place that God had told him about. 
 
c.  Faith - vv7,8a 
7  And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!" And he 
said, "Here I am, my son." And he said, "Behold, the fire and the wood, 
but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"  8  And Abraham said, 
"God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son."  
 
Abraham’s son, Isaac, inquired about the lamb.  Abraham had to 
continue to have faith and to tell his son that God would provide. 
 
d.  Willingness to go all the way - vv8b-10 
So the two of them walked on together.  9  Then they came to the place 
of which God had told him; and Abraham built the altar there, and 
arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar 
on top of the wood.  10  And Abraham stretched out his hand, and took 
the knife to slay his son.   
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They walked on together, Isaac completely trusting his father.  He built 
the altar, arranged the wood, bound his son, laid him on the altar and 
proceeded to stretch forth his hand to sacrifice him.  God took 
Abraham right to the breaking point. 
 
 
e.  A listening ear - vv11,12 
11  But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, 
"Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."  12  And he said, "Do 
not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for 
now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, 
your only son, from Me."   
 
Undoubtedly Abraham had his ears open to God’s intervention.  Even 
though he was following through with the sacrifice, he hoped beyond 
hope that God would call a halt to it. 
 
f.  A watchful eye 
13  Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind {him} a 
ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the 
ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son.   
 
5.  Tests show God’s provision 
14  And Abraham called the name of that place The LORD Will Provide, 
as it is said to this day, "In the mount of the LORD it will be provided."   
 
- Yahweh-Jira or Jehovah Jireh - Means God will provide.  We sing the 
song, Jehoval Jireh, my provider, His grace is sufficient for me, for me, 
for me. 
 
6.  Passing a test brings blessing 
15  Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from 
heaven,  16  and said, "By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, 
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because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your 
only son,  17  indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply 
your seed as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand which is on the 
seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.  18  
"And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because 
you have obeyed My voice."   
 
Abraham passed the test!  He got an A+ and God promised to bless him.   
Are we passing the tests that God has placed in our lives? James 1:2-4 
 

2  Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter 
various trials,  3  knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance.  4  And let endurance have {its} perfect 
result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing. 

 
7.  After testing there is a return to normal life 
19  So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went 
together to Beersheba; and Abraham lived at Beersheba. 
 
Summary 
1. Tests are from God 
2. Tests can be difficult 
3. Tests are personal 
4. Tests require a response 
 a. obedience 
 b. endurance 
 c. faith 
 d. willingness to go all the way 
 e. a listening ear 
 f. a watchful eye 
5. Tests show God’s provision 
6. Passing a test brings blessing 
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7. After a test there is a return to normal life 
 
Conclusion 
So how does this all relate to Christmas?  It had been prophesied that a 
son would be born to Abraham and Sarah through whom all nations 
would be blessed. Their son’s name was Isaac. It was prophesied that a 
child would be born to Joseph and Mary through whom all nations 
would be blessed.  Their son’s name was Jesus. 
 
Abraham was willing to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, to prove His love 
for God.  God willing sacrificed His only Son, Jesus, to prove His love for 
man. 
 
Isaac was made to carry the wood on which he would be sacrificed.   
Jesus was made to carry the cross on which He would be sacrificed. 
  
God showed His mercy and love to Isaac and Abraham by preventing 
the sacrifice. God showed His mercy and love for us by having Christ 
proceed willingly to the cross. 
 
God made the greatest sacrifice for us.  He sent His only begotten Son 
into a sinful world that first Christmas morning so we can be saved if we 
place our trust in Him.   
 
Since God has given His all for us, are we like Abraham ready to give our 
all for Him? 
 
Chrysostom one of the early church leaders said, “The way is good if it 

is the way to a feast, even though it goes through a dark and miry lane. If 

it goes to an execution it is not good, even though it goes through the 
fairest street of the city. Non qua sed quo. Not the way but the end is to 

be mainly considered.”  
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James Michener, said, “A ship, like a human being, moves best when it 

is slightly athwart the wind, when it has to keep its sails tight and attend 
to its course. Ships, like men, do poorly when the wind is directly 

behind, pushing them sloppily on their way so that no care is required in 

steering or in the management of sails; the wind seems favorable, for it 
blows in the direction one is heading, but actually it is destructive, 

because it induces a relaxation in tension and skill. What is needed is a 

wind slightly opposed to the ship, for then tension can be maintained, 
and juices can flow and ideas can germinate; for ships, like men, 

respond to challenge.” 

 
_________________________________ 
Gen 22:1-19 

1  Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" 

And he said, "Here I am."  2  And He said, "Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, 

Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 

mountains of which I will tell you."  3  So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his 

donkey, and took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the 

burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.  4  On the third day 

Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance.  5  And Abraham said to his young 

men, "Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship and 

return to you."  6  And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son, 

and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together.  7  And 

Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!" And he said, "Here I am, my son." And 

he said, "Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"  8  And 

Abraham said, "God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." So the two 

of them walked on together.  9  Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and 

Abraham built the altar there, and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac, and laid him on 

the altar on top of the wood.  10  And Abraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slay 

his son.  11  But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, "Abraham, 

Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am."  12  And he said, "Do not stretch out your hand against the 

lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your 

son, your only son, from Me."  13  Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind 

{him} a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered 

him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son.  14  And Abraham called the name of that 

place The LORD Will Provide, as it is said to this day, "In the mount of the LORD it will be 

provided."  15  Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven,  16  

and said, "By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing, and 

have not withheld your son, your only son,  17  indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly 

multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand which is on the seashore; and 

your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.  18  "And in your seed all the nations of the 
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earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."  19  So Abraham returned to his 

young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham lived at Beersheba. 

(NAS)  
 


