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JOTHAM’S KEYS TO SUCCESS 
 

2 Chronicles 27:1-9 
 

By Chris Losey 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Let me see the hands of those folks who want to succeed. Most 
everyone wants to succeed.  That's good.  God placed something within 
each of us that says success is right and important.  But what is 
success?  Webster's dictionary defines it as "the accomplishment of 
what is desired or aimed at."  The key is what is "aimed at." 
 
People often measure success in terms of wealth, position, power 
  -- if I make a certain amount of money I will be successful… 
  -- if I achieve a certain degree in school... 
  -- if I get a certain job... 
  -- if I can live in a certain neighborhood... 
  -- if I can have certain friends... 
 
How do you measure success?  What is it that you aim at? 
 
Today I want to look at the life of a character in Scripture who was 
successful in God's eyes and see what spelled success for him.  If we can 
see how God measured success for him, perhaps we can integrate the 
same principles into our own lives.   
 
The person I am referring to is a fellow by the name of Jotham.  Many 
of you probably have never heard of him.  He was one of the kings of 
Judah. His story is found in 2 Chronicles 27. I invite you to turn there. 
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As we look at his life let’s begin by learning a verse.  It is one of my 
favorites in Scripture. 
 
(NASB) 2 CHRONICLES 27:6 - "So Jotham became mighty because he 
ordered his ways before the Lord his God." (use hand motions) 
 
WHO WAS THIS MAN? 
So who was this man?  As mentioned above, He was one of the kings of 
Judah. He was the son of King Uzziah.  You may remember that soon 
after Solomon's reign as king ended, Israel became a divided kingdom.  
The north was known as Israel and comprised 10 tribes.  The South was 
known as Judah and was made up of two tribes, Judah and Benjamin. 
Jotham became king of Judah at the age of 25 and reigned 16 years in 
Jerusalem, the southern capital.   
 
FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES 
 
1.  You are not too old or too young to be used of God.  v1 
Listen to 2 Chronicles 27:1, “Jotham was twenty-five years old when he 
became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And his 
mother's name was Jerushah the daughter of Zadok.” 
 
Jotham was 25 when he became king.  How old do you have to be to be 
used of God?  There is no specific age.  God is not as concerned about a 
person’s age as He is about his heart.  Jotham’s heart was right toward 
God!  Some people say, “I’m too young to be used of God.”  Others say, 
“God can’t use me, I’m too old.” 
 
2.  All of us have a limited number of years to serve.  v1 
Listen to the second part of verse 1, “Jotham was twenty-five years old 
when he became king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And 
his mother's name was Jerushah the daughter of Zadok.” 
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How much time do you have to serve God?  You don’t know!  None of 
us knows.  There are people who thought they would see their next 
birthday but did not.  There are those who didn’t think they would see 
it and did.  Only God knows our future.  That is why we must focus on 
what we have, which is TODAY.  We have today, but we don’t know 
about tomorrow.  Let us live for God now! 
 
Psalm 90:10 - “As for the days of our life, they contain seventy years, or 
if due to strength, eighty years, yet their pride is {but} labor and sorrow; 
for soon it is gone and we fly away.” 
Psalm 90:12 goes on to say - “So teach us to number our days, that we 
may present to Thee a heart of wisdom.” 
 
Notice that it does not say to number our years.  God wants us to have 
a God consciousness on a daily basis; moment by moment.  
 
Have you ever crammed for a test.  You kiss off studying and doing 
what you are supposed to do until the night before the test and then 
you cram for it.  Don’t try that in your Christian life, because none of us 
knows when the final exam will be.  It could be today!   We need to live 
is if Christ died yesterday, rose today and is coming back tomorrow! 
 
3.  How we live affects those around us  v1 
“Jotham was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he 
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jerushah 
the daughter of Zadok.” 
The things we do or don’t do all have a ripple effect on those around 
us. Jotham’s life certainly had a ripple effect on those in his kingdom. 
From Jotham’s life we see principles to live by. Jotham’s life wasn’t 
perfect, but his life as king brought a wave of good to all of the people 
who were part of his kingdom. 
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Let’s now look at SIX KEYS TO JOTHAM’S SUCCESS.  
 
SIX THINGS THAT LED TO JOTHAM’S SUCCESS  
These same things, if we do them, can bring success to our lives as well.  
 
1.  He did right in the sight of the Lord v2a 
v2  And he did right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his 
father Uzziah had done;  
The first thing Jotham that led to his success is that he did what was 
right in the sight of God. It seems that this is the overriding thing that 
all of us are faced with. Will we do what’s right in God’s sight. If we do, 
God has a way of pouring His favor into our lives. 
 
Some people want to do what is right in their own eyes but Jotham was 
more concerned with what God thought about what he did than about 
how it could benefit him, personally. 
 
This bring up the question, “What are some things that are right? 
  -- it is right to obey the law, which includes obeying traffic signs. 
Romans 13:1 states, “Every person is to be in submission to governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which 
exist are established by God…” 
  -- it is right to be in church on a regular basis to give God thanks and 
praise for all He has done for us, but many people neglect it. Hebrews 
10:25 tells us not to neglect the assembling of ourselves together. 
  -- it is right to tell the truth, but many people lie when it is convenient. 
  -- it is right make wise choices, but many people make poor choices 
without considering what is right in God’s sight. 
  -- it is right to forgive those who have wronged you but many people 
only want revenge. 
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  -- it is right to speak things that honor God, but many people do not 
guard what comes out of their mouths 
TO DO RIGHT MEANS TO FOLLOW GOD'S WAYS AS FOUND IN HIS 
WORD.  TO GET TO KNOW HIS WAYS MEANS THAT YOU HAVE TO GET 
TO KNOW HIS WORD. 
 
2.  He learned from the good and bad of others 
v2  And he did right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his 
father Uzziah had done; however he did not enter the temple of the 
LORD.  
 
HE CHOSE NOT TO BE PRIDEFUL LIKE HIS FATHER v2b 
Jotham's father was basically a good king, but his success went to his 
head and he became as it were, "A legend in his own mind."   
2 Chr 26:16 reads, "But when he became strong, his heart was so proud 
that he acted corruptly, and he was unfaithful to the Lord his God, for 
he entered the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the altar of 
incense." 

- This job was reserved for the priests... 
- His father's problem was one of pride.  Jotham saw what it did and 
chose to BE HUMBLE.  

  
How can you spot a humble person 
   - they are willing to listen to new ideas 
   - they don't always have to be right 
  - they do not have an aire of arrogance about them 
Who do you know who is humble?  Who do you know who is prideful?   
The Bible says that pride comes before the fall.  If we want to be 
successful, we need to be humble even when we are in a position of 
great authority like Jotham.   
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3.  He was willing to stand alone v2c 
v2  And he did right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his 
father Uzziah had done; however he did not enter the temple of the 
LORD. But the people continued acting corruptly.      
 
The third key to Jotham's success was that he chose to stand alone.  
The end of verse 2 says, "But the people continued acting corruptly." 
Even though Jotham did what was right, the people did not follow.  
Instead of giving in to pressure and going with the crowd, Jotham 
continued to do right.  That is called STANDING ALONE.   
 
Would to God that we had more people who would do that. 
- Here are a few examples: 

-- When the crowd gets together and starts telling off-color jokes, 
don't be part of it. 

-- If someone says, "Hey, everyone's doing it!"  You can reply, 
"I'm not." 
  -- When someone tempts you to break the law, don’t do it. 
you are on a business trip and there is pressure to cheat on your 
spouse, don't be part of it. 

-- If you see a trend at work where people are doing shoddy 
work, don't fall into the same trap. 

LET GODS STANDARDS BE YOUR STANDARDS AND STAND ALONE IF 
YOU NEED TO.   
  
4.  He was committed to the Lord’s work  v3 
v3  He built the upper gate of the house of the LORD, and he built 
extensively the wall of Ophel.   
He was involved with the house of the Lord.  The Lord’s work.   
By building the upper gate, he made it easier for people to enter the 
house of the Lord. 
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The gate was the thing that gave the first impression about what was 
inside.  

- Jotham did not use his authority to sit back and eat grapes while 
someone fanned him. 
- He worked hard to build his kingdom for his own protection and 
that of the people he served. 

If we want to become mighty we must do the same. 
 
5.  He worked hard to help others as well as himself  v4 
v4  Moreover, he built cities in the hill country of Judah, and he built 
fortresses and towers on the wooded {hills.}  
 
To help protect the people in his kingdom, Jotham built cities, 
fortresses and towers… Back in that time enemies would come into the 
land and rape, pillage and plunder people and take their possessions. 
Jotham helped his people and they were undoubtedly grateful. 
 

Philippians 2:2-4 (NASB)  
2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining 
the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.  
3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility 
of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves;  
4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also 
for the interests of others.  

 
6. He took a stand against evil  v5 
v5  He fought also with the king of the Ammonites and prevailed over 
them so that the Ammonites gave him during that year one hundred 
talents of silver, ten thousand kors of wheat and ten thousand of barley. 
The Ammonites also paid him this {amount} in the second and in the 
third year.   
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Verse 5 says that Jotham fought against the Ammonites.  They 
represented the evil kingdoms that surrounded Judah.  The God of the 
Ammonites was Molek.  People killed their children by offering them to 
him as burnt sacrifices.  It reminds me today of the abortion issue and 
other evils in our land.  

- Jotham wasn't content to sit back and do nothing, he took a 
proactive stand against evil and used his position of authority to 
combat it.   
- All it takes for evil to succeed is for good people to do nothing. 

 
 
CONCLUDING REMARKS 
 
Notice that it says: 
 
1.  Jotham became mighty.  
2 Chr 27:6 states, “So Jotham became mighty because he ordered his 
ways before the LORD his God.”   
The word for mighty means "strong" or "firm". The idea is that he 
became powerful, he became a SUCCESS. Jotham wasn't born a success 
or mighty, instead, he became mighty.  Becoming a success is a process 
and a lot of it has to do with the choices we make! Jotham became 
mighty because he "ordered his ways before the Lord his God." "To 
order" means "to prepare or establish." It is a premeditated thing.  The 
word "ways" refers to the path or road of one’s life. In other words, 
Jotham premeditated to set the path of his life toward God.  Following 
God was a choice he made of his own free will. God is what he aimed 
at! 
 
You might think that a king would have it made.  Some people would 
say, to be a king is to be a success.  Not so!  Scripture records that all of 
the kings in the northern Kingdom of Israel were bad.  They all failed in 
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God's eyes.  In the southern kingdom there were many evil kings, it just 
so happens that Jotham was one of the good ones.   
Success in life is not automatic or based on whose kid you are, where 
you grew up or who you know. 
 
2.  All of Jotham’s acts were written in a book 
v7  Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, even all his wars and his acts, 
behold, they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah.  v8  
He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned 
sixteen years in Jerusalem.  v9  And Jotham slept with his fathers, and 
they buried him in the city of David; and Ahaz his son became king in his 
place. 
Our works are written down as well in the annuls of heaven. 
 
3.  Jotham was not perfect 
For all the good that Jotham did, he was not perfect.  He failed to tear 
down the high place (2 Kings 15:35) and his son Ahaz turned out to be 
an evil king (2 Chr 28).  Even so, Jotham was considered mighty.   
- Like Jotham, none of us will be perfect this side of heaven but we can 

make a significant impact if we prepare our ways before God.  We need 

to DO RIGHT, BE HUMBLE, STAND ALONE, BE INVOLVED IN THE LORD’S 

WORK, HELP OTHERS and TAKE A STAND AGAINST EVIL. 

Let’s pray….   


