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THE PERSON GOD USES 
 

2 Chronicles 14:1-12 
 

By Chris Losey 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Do you desire to be a channel of God’s blessing to those around you?  
Do you desire to have God’s power flow through you to accomplish His 
will?  Hopefully, all of us would answer yes to these two questions.   In 
this regard there is a third question that arises, “Is there anything we 
can do to make these two things a reality in our lives?”  The answer to 
this question is a resounding YES!  And that is the subject of this 
message which explores the life of a man who was greatly used by God.  
His name was Asa and he was one of the kings of Judah. 
 
You may remember that the Jews had a united kingdom under Saul, 
David and Solomon.  But after Solomon died, his son Rehoboam 
became king.  Unfortunately Solomon had placed a heavy yoke of 
service upon the people and discontent was brewing.  Solomon had 
amazing wealth and power but had been insensitive to his subjects.  He 
had allowed his prosperity to go to his head.  He became more 
enthralled with building his own prestige and riches than in meeting the 
needs of the people under his care.  Many of Solomon’s subjects, 
headed by the man Jeroboam, came to Solomon’s son Rehoboam 
following Solomon’s death, and asked him to take away the heavy 
burden placed on them by his father.  Rehoboam consulted his elders 
as to what he should do.  The elders encouraged him to be kind to the 
people, meet their demands, and speak good words to them (2 
Chronicles 10:1-7).  Rather than taking this advice, Rehoboam sought 
the advice of his young friends.  They told him to place an even heavier 
yoke on the people in order to bring them into submission.  
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Unfortunately, Rehoboam took their advice which caused Jeroboam 
and ten of the Jewish tribes to break away and form the northern 
kingdom known as Israel.  Rehoboam’s southern kingdom known as 
Judah was comprised primarily of the two tribes, Benjamin and Judah. 
 
During the time of this divided kingdom there were kings in both the 
north and the south.  In the north during the next 210 years (931 BC - 
722 BC) there were 19 kings, none of whom were good.  All of them 
rebelled against the Lord.  The average reign of each king was roughly 
11 years.  Finally the northern kingdom was destroyed by the Assyrians 
around 722 BC 
 
The southern kingdom known as Judah fared better than their northern 
counterpart.  They lasted approximately 345 years as opposed to 210 
years.  During that time they had 20 kings 8 of whom followed the Lord.  
God blessed all of the southern kings with an average reign of 17 years 
as opposed to 11 in the north.  The 8 good kings in the southern 
kingdom had an average reign of 33 years.  The southern kingdom 
ended when the Babylonians conquered them and took them into 
captivity in Babylon. 
 
It is obvious from these two kingdoms that God blesses those who 
honor Him 
 
King Asa was the third king in the southern kingdom and reigned for 41 
years.  He was the son of Abijah who was a bad king and reigned for 
only 3 years.  Abijah was the son of Rehoboam who was also a bad king 
but God allowed to reign for 17 years.  Rehoboam was the son of 
Solomon. 
 
Asa’s story is found in 2 Chronicles 14-16 and is worth investigating in 
depth.  By looking closely at Asa’s life, Christians today can learn much 
about the specific things they can do to bring God’s blessing into their 
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lives and make them people who God uses to accomplish His will.  In 
this regard, this message will specifically target 2 Chronicles 14:1-12. 
 

1  So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the 
city of David, and his son Asa became king in his place. The 
land was undisturbed for ten years during his days.  2  And 
Asa did good and right in the sight of the LORD his God,  3  
for he removed the foreign altars and high places, tore down 
the {sacred} pillars, cut down the Asherim,  4  and 
commanded Judah to seek the LORD God of their fathers and 
to observe the law and the commandment.  5  He also 
removed the high places and the incense altars from all the 
cities of Judah. And the kingdom was undisturbed under him.  
6  And he built fortified cities in Judah, since the land was 
undisturbed, and there was no one at war with him during 
those years, because the LORD had given him rest.  7  For he 
said to Judah, "Let us build these cities and surround {them} 
with walls and towers, gates and bars. The land is still ours, 
because we have sought the LORD our God; we have sought 
Him, and He has given us rest on every side." So they built 
and prospered.  8  Now Asa had an army of 300,000 from 
Judah, bearing large shields and spears, and 280,000 from 
Benjamin, bearing shields and wielding bows; all of them 
were valiant warriors.  9  Now Zerah the Ethiopian came out 
against them with an army of a million men and 300 
chariots, and he came to Mareshah.  10  So Asa went out to 
meet him, and they drew up in battle formation in the valley 
of Zephathah at Mareshah.  11  Then Asa called to the LORD 
his God, and said, "LORD, there is no one besides Thee to 
help {in the battle} between the powerful and those who 
have no strength; so help us, O LORD our God, for we trust in 
Thee, and in Thy name have come against this multitude. O 
LORD, Thou art our God; let not man prevail against Thee."  
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12  So the LORD routed the Ethiopians before Asa and before 
Judah, and the Ethiopians fled. 
(NAS) 

 
Let’s now investigate this passage to see what can be learned from the 
life of Asa regarding the kind of person does God uses.  The first clue 
comes in 2 Chronicles 14:1,2 which states,  
 

1  So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the 
city of David, and his son Asa became king in his place. The 
land was undisturbed for ten years during his days.  2 And 
Asa did good and right in the sight of the LORD his God.” 

 
God uses those who do good and right 
God uses the person who committed to doing good and right in the 
sight of God.  What does it mean to do good and right?  
 
Good means to have the quality of goodness.  It refers to doing good 
works. Ephesians 2:10 states, “For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.” 
 
Most of us are familiar with Psalm 37:4 which states, “Delight yourself 
in the LORD; and He will give you the desires of your heart.” But most of 
us are not familiar with the preceding verse, Psalm 37:3, “Trust in the 
LORD, and do good; dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness.”   
 
God desires us to do good works throughout our lives. He is good and 
He is the author of our good works.  Someone said it this way, 
 

Do all the good you can 
In all the places you can 
In all the ways you can 
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To all the people you can 
For as long as you can! 

 
Because a time is coming when that opportunity will end it is vital that 
we as Christians do all we can now!  In John 9:4 Jesus said, "We must 
work the works (the good works) of Him who sent Me, as long as it is 
day; night is coming, when no man can work.” 
  
Are you committed to doing good works?  If you see the good thing 
that you can do, do it.  That is what you were created for! 
 
But Asa did more than what was good in God’s sight.  He did what was 
right. 
 
Right means level or straight. It means that he did what was good in the 
right way.  There are some who do good things with selfish motives.  
Asa did the good things in the right way with righteous motives.  All of 
us must be committed to do the same if we want God to use us in a 
mighty way. 
 
Can you think of examples of good works? Here are some examples: 
 

- helping those in the church who have special needs 
- bringing an elderly person to church who needs a ride 
- serving in a ministry in the church 
- being a good neighbor 
- saying things that build others up rather than tearing them down 
- giving money to the poor 
- opening your home and inviting people in 
- speaking words of blessing into someone’s life 
- voting for godly candidates 
- visiting the sick 
- praying for the needs of people 
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Let’s take a look at some of the specific ways that Asa did what was 
good and right in the sight of God.  What he did gives us powerful 
principles that we can apply to our own lives.   
 
Specific ways that Asa did what was good and right in the sight of God 
 
1. He removed ungodly influences from his sphere of influence v3,5 
2 Chronicles 14:3,5 states, “3  for he removed the foreign altars and high 
places, tore down the {sacred} pillars, cut down the Asherim,...   5  He 
also removed the high places and the incense altars from all the cities of 
Judah. And the kingdom was undisturbed under him.” 
 
God wanted His people to serve Him alone, but they often ran after and 
served other gods.  During Asa’s reign as king he did what was 
unpopular with some people.  He sought to purify his kingdom by 
removing ungodly influences.  He removed foreign altars and high 
places.  High places were places on the tops of hills where Baal 
worshippers built altars and platforms used in false worship. Asa tore 
down pillars devoted to false gods.  These pillars were similar to what 
we know as totem poles.  He cut down Asherim which were wooden 
symbols of a female deity. 
 
This obviously angered the people who were involved in false worship.  
These altars and pillars were expensive and represented someone’s 
time and money, but Asa was concerned with honoring God more than 
pacifying those involved in false worship.  God had made him king and 
he wanted his kingdom to honor God. 
 
God has placed each of us in positions of influence.  It begins in our 
homes.  Are we removing any ungodly influences that might keep us 
from totally worshipping and serving the one true God.  Do you have 
things in your home that need to be throne out?  If so, get rid of them.  
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Do you have books, music, or movie channels that are an ungodly 
influence?  Get rid of them.    
 
2. He sought to influence others to follow God v4 
2 Chronicl3s 14:4 states, “ and commanded Judah to seek the LORD God 
of their fathers and to observe the law and the commandment.” 
 
Asa went so far as to command his people to seek God.  You might say 
he was an aggressive evangelist.  He used his influence to influence 
others! 
 
Two gas company servicemen, a senior training supervisor and a young 
trainee, were out checking meters in a suburban neighborhood. They 
parked their truck at the end of the alley and worked their way to the 
other end. At the last house a woman looking out her kitchen window 
watched the two men as they checked her gas meter. Finishing the 
meter check, the senior supervisor challenged his younger coworker to 
a foot race down the alley back to the truck to prove that an older guy 
could outrun a younger one. As they came running up to the truck, they 
realized the lady from that last house was huffing and puffing right 
behind them. They stopped and asked her what was wrong. Gasping for 
breath, she replied, "When I see two gas servicemen check a gas meter 
and start running as hard as they can, I figure it's time to start running, 
too!”  
 
Perhaps a better story on influence is a true story from 1992 in Oregon.  
A store manager called his security officer with a problem.  Security 
problems were not uncommon at the store but recently there were 
some unusual ones.  The manager explained how one person had come 
in and confessed to once switching price tags and wanted to make it 
right.  One hour later another person came to the manager confessing, 
“I’ve stolen from your store.  If you need to arrest me, then please do 
it.”  The manager was a bit perplexed and asked the security officer 
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what was going on.  The officer replied simply, “Billy Graham has a 
crusade going on in town.” 
 
Matthew 5:16 says, "Let your light shine before men in such a way that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven.” 
 
3. He pressed ahead rather than resting during times of blessing v6 
2 Chronicles 14:6 states, “And he built fortified cities in Judah, since the 
land was undisturbed, and there was no one at war with him during 
those years, because the LORD had given him rest.” 
 
Asa was much different than the average person. When good times 
come, the average person kicks back and relaxes. In the book of Judges 
that is precisely what the Israelites did. When God brought rest to land, 
the people became complacent and drifted away from God.  Because of 
their complacency and sin, God brought judgment.   
 
Instead of drifting away from God, Asa used times of peace in the land 
to focus on what God had called him to do.  He built fortified cities so 
that he and his people would be ready for any tough times that came 
their way. 
 
It is strange how prosperity and blessing often cause us to be lazy. If 
you want to be a person that God blesses, you must not kick back 
during the peaceful times of life, but turn up the ministry fires, realizing 
that God has given you rest on every side so that you can focus 
completely on Him. 
 
4. He sought to get others to join him in the good work v7a 
2 Chronicles 14:7a states, “For he said to Judah, ‘Let us build these cities 
and surround {them} with walls and towers, gates and bars...’”  
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Often we do our thing for God, but don’t think of getting others to join 
us.  Asa not only wanted to influence others to follow God, but also he 
worked hard at getting them to be part of the good work God had 
called him to do. 
 
Today this principle would equate with inviting others to join you in 
ministry.  It would be recruiting someone to come with you to prayer 
evening, or outreach Saturday.  It would be asking someone to help you 
team-teach a Sunday school class.  I think you get the idea… 
 
5. He openly gave God the credit for the blessings of life v7b 
2 Chronicles 14:7b states, “’ The land is still ours, because we have 
sought the LORD our God; we have sought Him, and He has given us 
rest on every side.’ So they built and prospered.” 
 
Sometimes as Christians we give God the credit for the good things in 
our lives but often we do not do it openly. Asa did it openly. He did not 
say, “Well, God is partially responsible, but look what a good king I have 
been.  I think I deserve a little of the credit here.”  Instead he said, “The 
land is still ours because we have sought the LORD our God.  We have 
sought Him, and He has given us rest on every side.”  What a great 
example for all of us to follow! 
 
6. He was ready & willing to fight against God’s enemies v8-10 
2 Chronicles 14:8=10 states,  
 

8  Now Asa had an army of 300,000 from Judah, bearing large 
shields and spears, and 280,000 from Benjamin, bearing shields 
and wielding bows; all of them were valiant warriors.  9  Now 
Zerah the Ethiopian came out against them with an army of a 
million men and 300 chariots, and he came to Mareshah.  10  So 
Asa went out to meet him, and they drew up in battle formation in 
the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 
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Even though there was peace in the land, Asa did not forget to keep a 
strong military. Certainly he relied on God, but he realized that God 
uses men to do His will. Our preparation and God’s working go hand in 
hand. We must never fail to prepare using the excuse that God will fight 
for us. We need to prepare and realize that God has the power to 
multiply our efforts. 
 
Notice that the Ethiopians had a million men and Asa only a little over 
half that number. Clearly the odds were in favor of the Ethiopians. But 
Asa knew that God could still give the victory.   
 
Do you remember when Jonathan was going out to do battle against 
the Philistines in 1 Samuel 14. Unbeknownst to Saul, Jonathan left the 
camp to fight the Philistines. As he climbed a hill to fight them he said 
something quite profound to his armor bearer.  Listen to the account.    
 

Then Jonathan said to the young man who was carrying his 
armor, "Come and let us cross over to the garrison of these 
uncircumcised; perhaps the LORD will work for us, for the 
LORD is not restrained to save by many or by few." (1 Samuel 
14:6)   

  
Jonathan knew that God could give the victory no matter what the 
odds.  Asa knew the same thing and went out to battle. 
 
Are we ready and willing to fight against those who threaten God’s 
people? Proposition 22 was one example of the Christians of California 
coming together to fight against those who would change the definition 
of marriage. 
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We need to be ready to do spiritual battle.  This does not mean having 
a fist fight with those who oppose Christianity, but it means being ready 
to defend the faith and take a stand for what is right.   
 
7. He was committed to prayer and dependent on God  v11,12 
2 Chronicles 14:11,13, states, 
 

11  Then Asa called to the LORD his God, and said, "LORD, there is 
no one besides Thee to help {in the battle} between the powerful 
and those who have no strength; so help us, O LORD our God, for 
we trust in Thee, and in Thy name have come against this 
multitude. O LORD, Thou art our God; let not man prevail against 
Thee."  12  So the LORD routed the Ethiopians before Asa and 
before Judah, and the Ethiopians fled. 

 
Asa was a man of prayer.  His words are powerful, “Lord, there is no 
one besides Thee to help.”  He threw himself completely on God 
acknowledging his own inadequacy and God’s sufficiency.   
 
Are we that kind of people?  When we attend things like prayer night 
and give up our own time to seek God in prayer, we are showing out 
dependency on Him. 
 
CONCLUSION 
If we want to be used in a great way by God we must follow the 
example of Asa in doing what is good and right in the sight of God. 
We must: 
- remove godly influences from our lives 
- seek to influence others to follow God 
- press ahead rather than rest during times of blessing 
- get others to join in the good work 
- openly give God the credit for the blessings of life 
- be ready and willing to fight against God’s enemies 
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- be committed to prayer and be totally dependent on God 
 

Let’s pray and ask God to make us this kind of people! 


