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Asa’s Anger Adversely Affects  
His Admirable Reign 

 
2 Chronicles 14-16 

 
By Chris Losey 

 
2 Chronicles 14:1-2 (NASB) states, “1 So Abijah slept with his fathers, 
and they buried him in the city of David, and his son Asa became king in 
his place. The land was undisturbed for ten years during his days. 2 Asa 
did good and right in the sight of the Lord his God.”  

Asa was basically a good king, but near the end of his reign he allowed 
anger to undermine his life. His father, Abijah, was not a good king, and 
his grandfather, Rehoboam, was fluctuated between doing good and 
evil. Perhaps having observed what his father’s and grandfather’s sins 
had done to the nation, Asa decided from the start that he would be 
different. 
 
2 Chronicles 14:1-12 (NASB) states, 

 
1 So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of 
David, and his son Asa became king in his place. The land was 
undisturbed for ten years during his days. 2 Asa did good and right in 
the sight of the Lord his God, 3 for he removed the foreign altars and 
high places, tore down the sacred pillars, cut down the Asherim,        
4 and commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathers and to 
observe the law and the commandment. 5 He also removed the high 
places and the incense altars from all the cities of Judah. And the 
kingdom was undisturbed under him. 6 He built fortified cities in 
Judah, since the land was undisturbed, and there was no one at war 
with him during those years, because the Lord had given him rest.     
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7 For he said to Judah, "Let us build these cities and surround them 
with walls and towers, gates and bars. The land is still ours because 
we have sought the Lord our God; we have sought Him, and He has 
given us rest on every side." So they built and prospered. 8 Now Asa 
had an army of 300,000 from Judah, bearing large shields and 
spears, and 280,000 from Benjamin, bearing shields and wielding 
bows; all of them were valiant warriors. 9 Now Zerah the Ethiopian 
came out against them with an army of a million men and 300 
chariots, and he came to Mareshah. 10 So Asa went out to meet him, 
and they drew up in battle formation in the valley of Zephathah at 
Mareshah. 11 Then Asa called to the Lord his God and said, "Lord, 
there is no one besides You to help in the battle between the 
powerful and those who have no strength; so help us, O Lord our 
God, for we trust in You, and in Your name have come against this 
multitude. O Lord, You are our God; let not man prevail against You." 
12 So the Lord routed the Ethiopians before Asa and before Judah, 
and the Ethiopians fled.  

 
1. He used his influence to create a godly climate – 2 Chr 14:3-5 says, 
 

3 for he removed the foreign altars and high places, tore down the 
sacred pillars, cut down the Asherim, 4 and commanded Judah to 
seek the Lord God of their fathers and to observe the law and the 
commandment. 5 He also removed the high places and the incense 
altars from all the cities of Judah. And the kingdom was undisturbed 
under him.  

When Asa took over from his father, Abijah, who had only reigned for 
three years, he took quick action by removing foreign altars and high 
places. He tore down sacred pillars and cut down the Asherim. These 
were Canaanite fertility symbols that were part of some people’s 
depraved worship. Asa also commanded Judah to seek the Lord and to 
observe the law and the commandment. He not only removed idolatry 
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from the capitol, he removed the high places and incense altars from all 
the cities of Judah. Obviously, he could not make people follow God, 
but he did all he could to influence them to. God was pleased because 
God brought peace to the land.  
 
In our society today we can’t force people in our sphere of influence to 
follow God but we can be strong examples. In our families we can 
create a godly climate and not allow things into our homes that 
dishonor God. We can put filters on our computers. We can remove 
offensive movies and music. We can have family times with our 
children. We can spend quality prayer time with our spouses. We can 
ask God how our homes need to be cleansed and then cleanse them. 
How are you doing? Are you using your power and influence to purify 
your home? 
 
At work we can set a strong example by not using profanity and by 
treating people with kindness and respect. If we are the boss there may 
be more things we can do. 
 
Sometimes we have other opportunities as well, like coaching a team. 
How many dads or moms have had the opportunity to coach their 
child’s sports team? 
 
2. He built fortified cities in Judah – v6 states,  
“6 He built fortified cities in Judah, since the land was undisturbed, and 
there was no one at war with him during those years, because the Lord 
had given him rest.” 
  
He obviously wanted to protect himself and the people under his care. 
That is a good thing! We can build walls around our family by praying 
for them and training them in critical areas they will face. I was so 
pleased when the father of a family at Valley asked to borrow a DVD 
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that addressed the gay lifestyle and share it with their teenage children 
who were asking questions. 
 
The same family asked for a copy of the Answers Course a course on 
Christian apologetics so they could train their teens. 
 
Families can make the choice to come to Family University in a few 
weeks to be encouraged into how to better train their children.  
 
3.  He understood and utilized key spiritual principles – 14:7,8 
 

- Peace provides the opportunity to work, not to sit back and do 
nothing -  14:7 states, 

 
7 For he said to Judah, "Let us build these cities and surround 
them with walls and towers, gates and bars. The land is still 
ours because we have sought the Lord our God; we have 
sought Him, and He has given us rest on every side." So they 
built and prospered.  

Asa could have said, isn’t this great that God has protected us on 
every side. We can finally relax for awhile. Asa realized that when 
things were going well it provided the opportunity to get the 
important things done that you have not had the time to do because 
you have been dealing with other crisis.  
 
Have you or your family ever been in crisis? A health crisis, a 
financial crisis, or a relational crisis with one of your children or your 
spouse? When this happens, it is hard to focus on anything else 
other that dealing with the crisis. It is hard to stay up with the daily 
routine. It is so nice when a family is not in crisis, because they can 
focus on being a family and getting other important things done like 
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training their children on how to handle all that life may throw at 
them. 
 
I’ve talked with pastors who have been in huge building projects 
which consume all their time. Rather than focusing on pastoring they 
were consumed with fund raising, changes schedules, and trying to 
manage things while their facility was in a shambles. They said they 
longed for the time the project was over so they could simply focus 
on the job of shepherding God’s people.   
 
But there is a second spiritual principle that Asa understood. He 
understood divine sovereignty and human responsibility. 

 
- God is sovereign, but we are responsible -  14:8 states, “8 Now 

Asa had an army of 300,000 from Judah, bearing large shields and 
spears, and 280,000 from Benjamin, bearing shields and wielding 
bows; all of them were valiant warriors.”  
 
Even though God had sovereignly given Judah peace and 
protected them, it was still important for them to be ready for 
battle. Yes, God gave protection, but Asa realized that the nation 
needed to be ready to protect itself. He thus was sure that the 
army was ready and armed. 
 
We, too, need to understand the balance between Divine 
sovereignty and human responsibility. We need to trust God 
realizing that everything ultimately depends on Him, but we also 
need to prepare for the future. Some people say, “I know that 
God will provide for me when I retire. That’s true, but at the same 
time it is important to save for the future. Divine sovereignty and 
human responsibility go hand in hand.  
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4. He relied on God for victory vv14:9-12 stetes, 
 

9 Now Zerah the Ethiopian came out against them with an army of a 
million men and 300 chariots, and he came to Mareshah. 10 So Asa 
went out to meet him, and they drew up in battle formation in the 
valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 11 Then Asa called to the Lord his 
God and said, "Lord, there is no one besides You to help in the battle 
between the powerful and those who have no strength; so help us, 
O Lord our God, for we trust in You, and in Your name have come 
against this multitude. O Lord, You are our God; let not man prevail 
against You." 12 So the Lord routed the Ethiopians before Asa and 
before Judah, and the Ethiopians fled.  

Asa’s reliance was evidenced by his prayer of dependence. He was 
outnumbered two to one which was not very good odds. That’s why he 
prayed in verse eleven.  
 

"Lord, there is no one besides You to help in the battle between the 
powerful and those who have no strength; so help us, O Lord our 
God, for we trust in You, and in Your name have come against this 
multitude. O Lord, You are our God; let not man prevail against You." 

 

Again, he understood that he would have to fight, but it was God who 
could give the victory! 
 
5. He responded well to prophetic instruction 2 Chr 15:1-15 states, 

 
1 Now the Spirit of God came on Azariah the son of Oded, 2 and he 
went out to meet Asa and said to him, "Listen to me, Asa, and all 
Judah and Benjamin: the Lord is with you when you are with Him. 
And if you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, 
He will forsake you. 3 "For many days Israel was without the true God 
and without a teaching priest and without law. 4 "But in their distress 
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they turned to the Lord God of Israel, and they sought Him, and He 
let them find Him. 5 "In those times there was no peace to him who 
went out or to him who came in, for many disturbances afflicted all 
the inhabitants of the lands. 6 "Nation was crushed by nation, and 
city by city, for God troubled them with every kind of distress. 7 "But 
you, be strong and do not lose courage, for there is reward for your 
work."  

After God gave Asa an amazing victory against the Ethiopians, God had 
a message He wanted to give to Asa by way of the prophet Azarian. 

Asa wasn’t being corrected by Azariah, simply instructed by him. 
Azariah was making it clear that the Lord is with people when they are 
with Him, and if people seek the Lord, He will let them find Him. If they 
forsake Him, He will forsake them.  

There were many times that the Jews did not seek after God, but this 
was a time in the nation’s history to seek him. Azariah told Asa to be 
strong and not lose courage because there would be a reward in his 
work if he sought God. Asa listened and did many things to show his 
commitment and zeal for God. 

- He removed idols and restored God’s altar – v8 states, 
 

8 Now when Asa heard these words and the prophecy which 
Azariah the son of Oded the prophet spoke, he took courage 
and removed the abominable idols from all the land of 
Judah and Benjamin and from the cities which he had 
captured in the hill country of Ephraim. He then restored the 
altar of the Lord which was in front of the porch of the Lord.  

 
Again, this was a spiritual house cleaning. The only way to help 
the nation seek after God was to remove the hindrances of 
foreign idols that were abominable to God, and to restore the 
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altar of the one true God. Apparently the altar was in need of 
repair. Asa had already removed idols but because of the people’s 
sin, they kept bringing them back. Spiritual house-cleaning is an 
ongoing job! 

 
- He sacrificed to the Lord – vv9-11 states, 

 
9 He gathered all Judah and Benjamin and those from 
Ephraim, Manasseh and Simeon who resided with them, for 
many defected to him from Israel when they saw that the 
Lord his God was with him. 10 So they assembled at 
Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year of Asa's 
reign. 11 They sacrificed to the Lord that day 700 oxen and 
7,000 sheep from the spoil they had brought.  

 
They held a great sacrifice. When a person sacrifices something it 
means he looses it, but he is happy to loose it, because he realizes 
that God was the source of it and that God can bless in even 
greater ways. 
 

- He entered into a covenant with the people – vv12-15 states, 
 

12 They entered into the covenant to seek the Lord God of 
their fathers with all their heart and soul; 13 and whoever 
would not seek the Lord God of Israel should be put to 
death, whether small or great, man or woman. 14 Moreover, 
they made an oath to the Lord with a loud voice, with 
shouting, with trumpets and with horns. 15 All Judah rejoiced 
concerning the oath, for they had sworn with their whole 
heart and had sought Him earnestly, and He let them find 
Him. So the Lord gave them rest on every side.  
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The covenant was strong. People were to seek after God with all 
their heart and soul! As they made the covenant there was great 
shouting and music. 
 

- He removed his mother from being queen v16states, “16 He also 
removed Maacah, the mother of King Asa, from the position of 
queen mother, because she had made a horrid image as an 
Asherah, and Asa cut down her horrid image, crushed it and 
burned it at the brook Kidron. 
 
It is a rare thing when people will take a stand against a family 
member who sins. So often they rally around family and treat 
them with kid gloves. Asa believed that following God was more 
important than letting his erring mother pollute the kingdom with 
her sin. 
 

- But he did not remove the high places – vv17-19 states, 
 

17 But the high places were not removed from Israel; 
nevertheless Asa's heart was blameless all his days. 18 He 
brought into the house of God the dedicated things of his 
father and his own dedicated things: silver and gold and 
utensils. 19 And there was no more war until the thirty-fifth 
year of Asa's reign.  

 
But even though Asa did all of the above, yet he did not remove 
all the high places. Earlier in his reign he had removed the high 
places but because of the wickedness of the people, the people 
kept replacing what had been destroyed. People make choices 
and don’t always follow a leader’s zealousness! 
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At this point things were going well for Asa, but he was about to make a 
big mistake! 
 
6.  He made an alliance with an ungodly king – 2 Chr 16:1-6 says, 

 
1 In the thirty-sixth year of Asa's reign Baasha king of Israel came up 
against Judah and fortified Ramah in order to prevent anyone from 
going out or coming in to Asa king of Judah. 2 Then Asa brought out 
silver and gold from the treasuries of the house of the Lord and the 
king's house, and sent them to Ben-hadad king of Aram, who lived in 
Damascus, saying, 3 "Let there be a treaty between you and me, as 
between my father and your father. Behold, I have sent you silver 
and gold; go, break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel so that he 
will withdraw from me." 4 So Ben-hadad listened to King Asa and 
sent the commanders of his armies against the cities of Israel, and 
they conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel-maim and all the store cities of 
Naphtali. 5 When Baasha heard of it, he ceased fortifying Ramah and 
stopped his work. 6 Then King Asa brought all Judah, and they carried 
away the stones of Ramah and its timber with which Baasha had 
been building, and with them he fortified Geba and Mizpah.  

It seemed like a good plan. After all, no lives were lost and the mission 
was accomplished! The problem was that rather than relying on God to 
take care of the problem, he joined together with the king of Aram who 
was an enemy of God. 

7. He allowed his anger to adversely affect his admirable reign – 2 Chr 
16:7-13 states, 

 
7 At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and said 
to him, "Because you have relied on the king of Aram and have 
not relied on the Lord your God, therefore the army of the king of 
Aram has escaped out of your hand. 8 "Were not the Ethiopians 
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and the Lubim an immense army with very many chariots and 
horsemen? Yet because you relied on the Lord, He delivered them 
into your hand. 9 "For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro 
throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose 
heart is completely His. You have acted foolishly in this. Indeed, 
from now on you will surely have wars." 10 Then Asa was angry 
with the seer and put him in prison, for he was enraged at him for 
this. And Asa oppressed some of the people at the same time. 11 

Now, the acts of Asa from first to last, behold, they are written in 
the Book of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 12 In the thirty-ninth 
year of his reign Asa became diseased in his feet. His disease was 
severe, yet even in his disease he did not seek the Lord, but the 
physicians. 13 So Asa slept with his fathers, having died in the 
forty-first year of his reign.  

 
Asa didn’t take correction well. He had had a long successful reign and 
now he was not just been instructed by a prophet, he was being 
corrected by one, and he didn’t like it one bit! He became enraged and 
had the prophet put in prison and Asa oppressed some other people, 
perhaps ones who also criticized him for making a treaty with an 
ungodly king. He let his anger undermine all the good he had done in 
his reign. James 1:20 reminds us, “for the anger of man does not 
achieve the righteousness of God.”  
 
And even when he got sick in his feet he sought doctors rather than 
God for healing. Asa obviously had a root of bitterness from his anger. 
There is nothing wrong with seeking the help of physicians, but we 
must also seek the Lord, because He is the one who ultimately heals. 
The doctor treats, God heals. 
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Closing Remarks 
It is interesting that the very well known verse 2 Chronicles 16:9 is given 
in Scripture in reference to Asa’s life. "For the eyes of the Lord move to 
and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those 
whose heart is completely His.” 
 
When your heart is not completely God’s there is a likelihood that you 
will do something you shouldn’t do. This happened to Asa, and can 
happen to you and me. 
 
If there is one overriding principle from the life of Asa it is the 
importance of finishing well. If you don’t finish well, your poor finish 
rather than your many good works, may become your legacy.  
 
We want to finish well! Don’t allow anger or lust or stupidity or 
anything else to derail you from serving God! Finish well! 


