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Kingly Lessons – Pt 1 
 

Rehoboam’s Rocky Reign 
 

2 Chronicles 10-12 (NASB)  
 

By Chris Losey 
 

2 Chronicles 10:1-16 
1 Then Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make 
him king.  2 When Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (for he was in Egypt 
where he had fled from the presence of King Solomon), Jeroboam returned from 
Egypt. 3 So they sent and summoned him. When Jeroboam and all Israel came, 
they spoke to Rehoboam, saying, 4 "Your father made our yoke hard; now 
therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke which he put 
on us, and we will serve you." 5 He said to them, "Return to me again in three 
days." So the people departed. 6 Then King Rehoboam consulted with the elders 
who had served his father Solomon while he was still alive, saying, "How do you 
counsel me to answer this people?" 7 They spoke to him, saying, "If you will be 
kind to this people and please them and speak good words to them, then they will 
be your servants forever." 8 But he forsook the counsel of the elders which they 
had given him, and consulted with the young men who grew up with him and 
served him. 9 So he said to them, "What counsel do you give that we may answer 
this people, who have spoken to me, saying, 'Lighten the yoke which your father 
put on us'?" 10 The young men who grew up with him spoke to him, saying, "Thus 
you shall say to the people who spoke to you, saying, 'Your father made our yoke 
heavy, but you make it lighter for us.' Thus you shall say to them, 'My little finger 
is thicker than my father's loins! 11 'Whereas my father loaded you with a heavy 
yoke, I will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but I will 
discipline you with scorpions.' " 12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to 
Rehoboam on the third day as the king had directed, saying, "Return to me on the 
third day." 13 The king answered them harshly, and King Rehoboam forsook the 
counsel of the elders. 14 He spoke to them according to the advice of the young 
men, saying, "My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to it; my father 
disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions." 15 So the king 
did not listen to the people, for it was a turn of events from God that the Lord 
might establish His word, which He spoke through Ahijah the Shilonite to 
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Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 16 When all Israel saw that the king did not listen to 
them the people answered the king, saying, "What portion do we have in David? 
We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. Every man to your tents, O Israel; 
Now look after your own house, David." So all Israel departed to their tents. 

 
Introduction 
The United and Divided Kingdom took place under the reigns of Saul, 
David, and Solomon. Saul was Israel’s first King. David was the second. 
Solomon was the third. All three of these kings reigned for 40 years 
over north and south. But when Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, came on 
the scene, the kingdom became divided. 
 
In the next few weeks we are going to look at the reigns of various kings 
in the southern kingdom to see what they did and didn’t do, and how it 
relates to us as we try to live lives in the new year that please God. 
2 Chronicles 9:31 (NASB)  states, “And Solomon slept with his fathers 
and was buried in the city of his father David; and his son Rehoboam 
reigned in his place.”  
 
2 Chronicles 10:1-4 (NASB) states,  

 
1 Then Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to 
Shechem to make him king. 2 When Jeroboam the son of Nebat 
heard of it (for he was in Egypt where he had fled from the 
presence of King Solomon), Jeroboam returned from Egypt. 3 So 
they sent and summoned him. When Jeroboam and all Israel 
came, they spoke to Rehoboam, saying, 4 "Your father made our 
yoke hard; now therefore lighten the hard service of your father 
and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you."  
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What Rehoboam did: 
 
1. He sought counsel in making important decisions 
Rehoboam was confronted by Jeroboam and told that people would 
serve him if he lightened up. 
 
2 Chronicles 10:5-7 states 

 
5 He said to them, "Return to me again in three days." So the 
people departed. 6 Then King Rehoboam consulted with the elders 
who had served his father Solomon while he was still alive, saying, 
"How do you counsel me to answer this people?" 7 They spoke to 
him, saying, "If you will be kind to this people and please them 
and speak good words to them, then they will be your servants 
forever."  

 
Rehoboam had his first major decision of his reign. Was he going to 
lighten up a bit on his subjects or was he going to be a taskmaster like 
his father, Solomon? 
 
Check out the counsel he received. It was extremely wise and included 
three key elements: 

- Be kind to this people – treat them with kindness 
- Please them – realize that servant leadership is best. As king you 

need to look to the needs of your subjects, not just see what you 
can get from them. Ruling is a give and take proposition. You bless 
them, they bless you. 

- Speak good words to them – choose your words carefully and be 
sure they are full of goodness. Say the right thing as king and 
follow it up with godly actions and your people will love you! 
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These elders had served under Solomon and they knew he was a 
taskmaster. A little different approach would make a huge difference. 
 
Was it good for Rehoboam to seek counsel? Yes! Seeking counsel is a 
great idea! Proverbs 11:14 states, “Where there is no guidance the 
people fall, But in abundance of counselors there is victory.” When we 
are making important decisions we should seek wise counsel.  
 
Do you have important decisions to make in the new year like whether 
or not you should move and start a new career, where to go to school, 
whether or not to buy a new car… If so, seek wise counsel! 
 
Looking at what Rehoboam did we might say, “Way to go Rehoboam! 
You are starting off strong!” 
 
The only problem was that Rehoboam listened to other counsel, foolish 
counsel, and decided to follow it instead of listening to his elders. We 
all need to learn the lesson that older people who have been on life’s 
road longer than we have, often have the best advice. There is a reason 
they have lived as long as they have! 
 
2. He chose foolish counsel 
Rather than listening to the elders, Rehoboam listened to his peers who 
gave him very foolish counsel. 2 Chronicles 10:8-11 states,  
 

8 But he forsook the counsel of the elders which they had given him, 
and consulted with the young men who grew up with him and 
served him. 9 So he said to them, "What counsel do you give that we 
may answer this people, who have spoken to me, saying, 'Lighten 
the yoke which your father put on us'?" 10 The young men who grew 
up with him spoke to him, saying, "Thus you shall say to the people 
who spoke to you, saying, 'Your father made our yoke heavy, but you 
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make it lighter for us.' Thus you shall say to them, 'My little finger is 
thicker than my father's loins! 11 'Whereas my father loaded you with 
a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with 
whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.' " 

 
Rehoboam caved into peer pressure and power rather than choosing 
prudence!  
 
Rehoboam’s choice to follow bad advice split the kingdom. Jeroboam 
and the 10 northern tribes left and went home. This undoubtedly 
sacred and enraged Rehoboam, so rather than seeking wise counsel 
and consulting God, he made a knee-jerk decision to reunite the 
country by force. Obviously this would mean killing his fellow Jews. 
What a mess he had created for himself. This lead to the third thing 
Rehoboam did. 
 
3. He made plans before consulting God   
2 Chronicles 11:1 (NASB) states, “Now when Rehoboam had come to 
Jerusalem, he assembled the house of Judah and Benjamin, 180,000 
chosen men who were warriors, to fight against Israel to restore the 
kingdom to Rehoboam.  
 
Rather than calling Jeroboam back and apologizing, Rehoboam decided 
to flex his royal muscles and put 180,000 people in harms way. Perhaps 
he didn’t think too much about the fact that it would be ten tribes in 
the north against his two tribes (Judah and Benjamin) in the south. His 
reign might be over sooner than he thought. 
 
Thankfully a man of God, Shemaiah, listened to God and spoke to 
Rehoboam on God’s behalf. Amazingly Rehoboam listen and called off 
his conquest to reunite the nation. 
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4.  He listened to God’s correction 
2 Chronicles 11:2-4 states,  
 

2 But the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah the man of God, 
saying, 3 "Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, 
and to all Israel in Judah and Benjamin, saying, 4 'Thus says the 
Lord, "You shall not go up or fight against your relatives; return 
every man to his house, for this thing is from Me.""' So they 
listened to the words of the Lord and returned from going against 
Jeroboam. 

 
It is interesting that Rehoboam came to his senses and listened to the 
man of God, Shemiah. Shemiah told Rehoboam and all the Jews in 
Judah and Benjamin that the action of taking the ten tribes away from 
Judah was from God. In 1 Kings 11:26-40, God used Ahijah to tell 
Jeroboam that God was going to judge the sin of Solomon because 
Solomon had allowed other gods to be worshipped in the kingdom. The 
judgment would include the loss of ten of the twelve tribes with 
Jeroboam as king of the northern kingdom. It is an interesting account 
to read.  
  
Sometimes by turning from our foolish ways when someone corrects 
us, we can save our own lives. The child on drugs who listens to his 
parents and gets help may save himself from death. The business man 
who is about to do something illegal, and then decides through a 
friend’s advice to do the right thing, can be saved from jail or worse. 
 
The most foolish decision any of us can make is to reject God and not 
give ourselves to Him. The smartest thing a person can do is to listen to 
a loving friend who shares Christ with him, and respond by giving his 
life to Christ..  
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As Christians we have the responsibility to be our brother’s keeper and 
to share when we see someone going down the wrong path. James 
5:20 states, “ let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of 
his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.”  
 
What else did Rehoboam do? 
 
5. He built fortified cities for defense and armed them 
2 Chronicles 11:5-12 states,  

 
5 Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem and built cities for defense in 
Judah. 6 Thus he built Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa, 7 Beth-zur, Soco, 
Adullam, 8 Gath, Mareshah, Ziph, 9 Adoraim, Lachish, Azekah, 10 

Zorah, Aijalon and Hebron, which are fortified cities in Judah and 
in Benjamin. 11 He also strengthened the fortresses and put 
officers in them and stores of food, oil and wine. 12 He put shields 
and spears in every city and strengthened them greatly. So he 
held Judah and Benjamin.  

 
Rehoboam did a great thing to fortify his kingdom. He knew the threat 
of surrounding enemies. We, too, need to protect our families, by 
erecting fortifications like Family Evenings where we train our children, 
and Date Nights where we spend time with our spouses. 
 
2 Chronicles 11:23 (NASB) states, “He acted wisely and distributed 
some of his sons through all the territories of Judah and Benjamin to all 
the fortified cities, and he gave them food in abundance. And he sought 
many wives for them.”  
 
6. Rehoboam welcomed people who defected from Israel 
2 Chronicles 11:13-17 (NASB) states, 
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13 Moreover, the priests and the Levites who were in all Israel 
stood with him from all their districts. 14 For the Levites left their 
pasture lands and their property and came to Judah and 
Jerusalem, for Jeroboam and his sons had excluded them from 
serving as priests to the Lord. 15 He set up priests of his own for 
the high places, for the satyrs and for the calves which he had 
made. 16 Those from all the tribes of Israel who set their hearts on 
seeking the Lord God of Israel followed them to Jerusalem, to 
sacrifice to the Lord God of their fathers. 17 They strengthened the 
kingdom of Judah and supported Rehoboam the son of Solomon 
for three years, for they walked in the way of David and Solomon 
for three years.  

7. He allowed success to turn him from God  
2 Chronicles 12:1 (NASB) states, “When the kingdom of Rehoboam was 
established and strong, he and all Israel with him forsook the law of the 
Lord.”  
 
Because we are sinners, when success comes we can become prideful 
and think that we don’t need God. Some who I was with recently that 
one of the main reasons why there are so few people who attend 
church in Marin is because of affluence. I agree, affluenza is more 
deadly than influenza and makes people feel self-satisfied. 
 
8. He humbled himself when God brought judgment 
2 Chronicles 12:2-7 states, 
 

2 And it came about in King Rehoboam's fifth year, because they 

had been unfaithful to the Lord, that Shishak king of Egypt came 

up against Jerusalem 3 with 1,200 chariots and 60,000 horsemen. 

And the people who came with him from Egypt were without 
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number: the Lubim, the Sukkiim and the Ethiopians. 4 He captured 

the fortified cities of Judah and came as far as Jerusalem. 5 Then 

Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam and the princes of 

Judah who had gathered at Jerusalem because of Shishak, and he 

said to them, "Thus says the Lord, 'You have forsaken Me, so I also 

have forsaken you to Shishak.' " 6 So the princes of Israel and the 

king humbled themselves and said, "The Lord is righteous." 7 

When the Lord saw that they humbled themselves, the word of 

the Lord came to Shemaiah, saying, "They have humbled 

themselves so I will not destroy them, but I will grant them some 

measure of deliverance, and My wrath shall not be poured out on 

Jerusalem by means of Shishak. 8 "But they will become his slaves 

so that they may learn the difference between My service and the 

service of the kingdoms of the countries."  

 
Review 
What Rehoboam did: 
 
1. He sought counsel in making important decisions (good) 
2. He chose foolish counsel (bad) 
3. He made plans before consulting God (bad) 
4. He listened to God’s correction (good) 
5. He built fortified cities for defense and armed them (good) 
6. He welcomed Levites, priests, and others who defected from Israel 

to Judah (good) 
7. He allowed success to turn him from God (very bad) 
8. He humbled himself when God brought judgment (good) 

 
Final Comments 
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Rehoboam was 41 when he began to reign. He reigned for 17 years, 
very much unlike the first three kings who reigned for 40 years each. 
 
Rehoboam was a rather double-minded person. Sometimes he walked 
with God and sometimes he didn’t. Of his 17 years as king there are 
only three years that he really walked with God. This means that there 
were 14 years of not walking with God which led to all sorts of 
problems.  
 
How much better it is to walk with God all the time! 
 
What was the one main lesson we can learn from the life of 
Rehoboam? It is revealed in  2 Chronicles 12:14 (NASB) “He did evil 
because he did not set his heart to seek the Lord.”  As we enter the 
New Year let’s set our hearts to seek the Lord! 
 


