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Is the Resurrection Really that Important? 

 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
 
Today we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ!  But did it 
really happen, and is it really that important? After all, can’t we 
base our faith on the fact that Jesus was loving? There was no one 
more loving than He… John 3:16 reminds us, “For God so loved 
the world…”  
 
Can’t we base our faith on the many miracles that Jesus 
performed?  He healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, walked on 
water and multiplied loaves and fishes.  
 
Can’t we base our faith on Jesus’ incredible teachings. He spoke 
with great authority and amazing wisdom. His Sermon on the 
Mount as recorded in Matthew 5-7 is one of the greatest sermons 
of all time.  
 
Can’t we base our faith on Jesus’ great following.  Many people 
followed Him and loved Him. There were 12 apostles...  
 
Can’t we base our faith on the fact that Jesus’ could read people’s 
thoughts. Many times He responded to people’s thoughts rather 
than their words. He was amazing. 
 
Although all of these certainly increase our faith, the crux of the 
Christian faith is the resurrection. If Christ had done all of the 
other things mentioned above, but had not risen from the dead, 
our faith would be misplaced. Why? Because the resurrection is 
critically important. 
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The Critical Importance of the Resurrection 
Since the sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, all of us 
have been under the Law of Sin and Death. The Law is seen in 
Ezekiel 18:4 and Ezekiel 18:20.  
 
Ezekiel 18:4 states, “Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the 
father as well as the soul of the son is Mine. The soul who sins will 
die.”  
Ezekiel 18:20 states, “The person who sins will die. The son will not 
bear the punishment for the father's iniquity, nor will the father 
bear the punishment for the son's iniquity; the righteousness of 
the righteous will be upon himself, and the wickedness of the 
wicked will be upon himself.”  
 
Why will the soul that sins die? Because God is holy and will 
eventually judge all sin. 1 Peter 1:16 states, “because it is written, 
‘You SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I am HOLY.’” 
 
Romans 5:12 states,“Therefore, just as through one man sin 
entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men, because all sinned--”  
 
Romans 3:23 reveals, “for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.”  
 
Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift 
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
 
Hebrews 9:27 states, “And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to 
die once and after this comes judgment.”  
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1 Cor. 15:56-57 states, “The sting of death is sin, and the power of 
sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
 
It is bad enough to die, but the real sting in death is sin because 
we are all sinners and the power of sin is the law - in other words 
the law of sin and death states that the soul that sins must die. 
Since we are all sinners, we will all be judged… But thanks be to 
God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. How 
do we have victory in Jesus? We needed someone to pay the 
penalty for our sin so the law would be satisfied. We needed 
someone to conquer death to take away the sting. Jesus did both. 
He died in our place to pay the penalty for our sin. We are now 
free from the law of sin and death when we put our faith in Christ. 
Jesus also rose from the dead to prove not only that He is God, 
but that He has the power to raise us as well. For the Christian, 
Jesus’ death and His resurrection are a double blessing. On the 
one hand His death paid for our sins. On the other hand, His 
resurrection proves that we, too, can be raised.  
 
The Apostle Paul summarizes the gospel in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 
states, 
 
“[1] Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I 
preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 
[2] by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I 
preached to you, unless you believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to 
you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, [4] and that He was buried, 
and that He was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures.”  
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So, people who place their faith in Christ’s death, burial and 
resurrection are thrilled because they are saved from the law of 
sin and death. Yes, they will still die physically, but when they die, 
their spirit goes immediately into God’s presence because absent 
from the body means to be present with the Lord. 2 Corinthians 
5:8 states, “We are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be 
absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. 
 
Upon a day the perishable bodies of Christians will be raised and 
changed to imperishable bodies and spend eternity with God in 
heaven. That is the hope of every Christian - Eternal life with God. 
 
But if Christ didn’t rise from the dead, then He must not be God 
because only God could conquer death. If He is not God, then He 
must simply be a man - and a liar at that, because He predicted 
that He would rise from the dead. Let me share with you a few of 
the times that Jesus predicted His own death. 
 
Matthew 16:21 states, “From that time Jesus Christ began to show 
His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things 
from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 
raised up on the third day.”  
 
Matthew 17:22-23 states, “And while they were gathering 
together in Galilee, Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of Man is going to 
be delivered into the hands of men; [23] and they will kill Him, and 
He will be raised on the third day.’ And they were deeply grieved.”  
 
Matthew 20:17-19  
“And as Jesus was about to go up to Jerusalem, He took the twelve 
disciples aside by themselves, and on the way He said to them, 
[18] ‘Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man 
will be delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and they will 
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condemn Him to death, [19] and will deliver Him to the Gentiles to 
mock and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He will be 
raised up.’”  
 
That’s why when Jesus died, a guard was placed on the tomb.  
 
Matthew 27:62-66 states,  
 

“[62] Now on the next day, which is the one after the 
preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered 
together with Pilate, [63] and said, ‘Sir, we remember that 
when He was still alive that deceiver said, “After three days I 
am to rise again.” [64] Therefore, give orders for the grave to 
be made secure until the third day, lest the disciples come 
and steal Him away and say to the people, “He has risen 
from the dead,” and the last deception will be worse than 
the first.’ [65] Pilate said to them, “You have a guard; go, 
make it as secure as you know how.” [66] And they went and 
made the grave secure, and along with the guard they set a 
seal on the stone.”  

 
Again, if Jesus did not rise, He was just a man, and He can’t die for 
my sin, because all men are sinners. If He did not rise, the whole 
Christian faith comes tumbling down.  
 
Christ’s teaching on “rising from the dead” 
The Sadducees were one of the prominent religious groups in 
Israel during the time of Christ, and they did not believe that 
bodies could be resurrected.  On one occasion they approached 
Jesus and challenged Him on the topic. Mark 12:18-27  states, 
 

[18] And some Sadducees (who say that there is no 
resurrection) came to Him, and began questioning Him, 
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saying, [19] "Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's 
brother dies, and leaves behind a wife, and leaves no child, 
his brother should take the wife, and raise up offspring to his 
brother. [20] "There were seven brothers; and the first took a 
wife, and died, leaving no offspring. [21] "And the second 
one took her, and died, leaving behind no offspring; and the 
third likewise; [22] and so all seven left no offspring. Last of 
all the woman died also. [23] "In the resurrection, when they 
rise again, which one's wife will she be? For all seven had her 
as wife." [24] Jesus said to them, "Is this not the reason you 
are mistaken, that you do not understand the Scriptures, or 
the power of God? [25] "For when they rise from the dead, 
they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are like 
angels in heaven. [26] "But regarding the fact that the dead 
rise again, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the 
passage about the burning bush, how God spoke to him, 
saying, 'I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob'? [27] "He is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living; you are greatly mistaken."  

 
As incredible as it may sound, people DO rise from the dead. Jesus 
confirmed this truth. 
 
Not only did the Sadducees reject the resurrection but there were 
people in the Corinthian church who rejected it as well.  Paul tried 
to show them in 1 Corinthians 15 that they were making a big 
mistake.  In 1 Corinthians 15:12 the Apostle Paul states, “Now if 
Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do 
some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?“  
 
Paul was saying in essence that Christ did rise from the dead, 
therefore people can be resurrected. 
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But let’s now look to see the consequences if Christ did not rise 
from the dead. 
 
The Consequences of no Resurrection 
1 Cor 15:13-19 states, 
 

[13] But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even 
Christ has been raised; [14] and if Christ has not been raised, 
then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. [15] 
Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, 
because we witnessed against God that He raised Christ, 
whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. [16] 
For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been 
raised; [17] and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is 
worthless; you are still in your sins. [18] Then those also who 
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. [19] If we have 
hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be 
pitied.  

 
1.  Our preaching is vain  
[12] Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the 
dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of 
the dead? [13] But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even 
Christ has been raised; [14] and if Christ has not been raised, then 
our preaching is vain,  
 
If Christ did not rise from the dead, then the preaching of every 
pastor through history who said the resurrection is true, has been 
vain. Vain means empty and worthless. It has been a joke. If Christ 
did not rise, all Christian radio programs, TV shows, movies, and 
any other form of communication that claim that resurrection is 
true, have been worthless. 
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2. Your faith is vain 
[12] Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the 
dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of 
the dead? [13] But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even 
Christ has been raised; [14] and if Christ has not been raised, then 
our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.  
 
If Christ did not rise, everything you have trusted in as a Christian 
is all a myth. All your hopes and dreams of heaven are an illusion. 
All the time you have spent in church, in fellowship, witnessing, 
going to potlucks, passing out tracts and Bibles - it all is a sad joke. 
 
3. We are false witnesses 
[15] Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, 
because we witnessed against God that He raised Christ, whom He 
did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised.  
 
If Christ did not rise, then everyone who says He did rise is misled 
or a liar. Those who preach that Christ has risen are false witness 
and false teachers. 
 
4. You are still in your sins 
[16] For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; 
[17] and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you 
are still in your sins.  
 
What is even worse, if Christ did not rise, people are still dead in 
their sin. They don’t have the hope of being forgiven, reconciled 
with God, or spending eternity with Him in heaven. 
 
5.  Those who have died in Christ have perished 
[18] Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished.  



9 
Copyright 2014 CRL – 1 Cor 15.12-20 - Is the Resurrection Really that Important? 

 
What is equally sad, if Christ did not die, all those people who  
died believing in Christ have perished. All those funeral services 
where people said, “I know that our departed beloved is in 
heaven because of his or her faith in Christ,” have been fooled. If 
Christ did not die, all of those people died in their sin. 
 
6.  Christians of all people are most to be pitied 
[19] If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men 
most to be pitied.  
 
If we mistakenly believe in something that is false, and have made 
sacrifices of time, talent, and treasure to follow those false 
teachings, we are most to be pitied because we did it all for 
nothing! 
 
The Confirmation that the Resurrection is True 
1 Cor. 15:20 - “But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
first fruits of those who are asleep.”  
 
But the fact is, there is overwhelming evidence for the 
resurrection of Christ. My favorite evidence is the changed lives of 
the disciples. Essentially all of them but John, died martyr’s deaths 
for their faith.  People will die for what they believe, but they 
won’t die for what they know is a lie. Only a real resurrection 
could have caused the massive change in the lives of the Jesus’ 
Disciples. 
 
1 Cor. 15:5-8 confirms the truth of the resurrection!   
 

“and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. [6] 
After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren 
at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have 
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fallen asleep; [7] then He appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles; [8] and last of all, as it were to one untimely born, 
He appeared to me also.  

 
All of these appearances cannot be hallucinations.  
 
Conclusion 
Did Jesus rise from the dead? Absolutley! The evidence is 
overwhelming. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! May this truth 
grip our hearts and motivate each of us who love Christ to be on 
fire in our faith.  Amen. 
 


