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THE IMPORTANCE OF GODLY DECISIONS 
 

Or 
 

Don't Let Power Go To Your Head 
 

1 Samuel 14:24-46 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
We all make decisions every day: when to get up, what to eat, how to 
use our free time, how to treat other people...  It has been said that life 
is made up of one decision after another.  Many decisions are personal 
in nature and don't affect other people to any great degree.  Examples 
would be choosing what to eat for breakfast or what color shoes to 
wear to work.  But other personal decisions can have a drastic affect on 
those around us, like chosing to drink and drive.   
 
When a person is in a postion of authority, his decisions can also have a 
great impact on many other folks.  Executives who run companies, 
supervisors who oversee employees, parents who lead their families, 
and heads of government are all examples of people whose decisions 
affect many other people.  Because of the power of decisions, it is 
important that they make godly decisions.  Even one poor decision 
made by a person in authority can have dire consequences.  Such was 
the case of King Saul in 1 Samuel 14:24-46.  He made a spur-of-the-
moment decision that nearly destroyed his own army and almost cost 
him the life of his son, Jonathan.  It is important that each of us learn 
from Saul's mistakes, and learn the IMPORTANCE OF MAKING GODLY 
DECISIONS. 
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Please turn in your Bible to 1 Samuel 14:24-46.  Before jumping into the 
passage, here is a brief overview of the story.  In chapter 13 the 
Philistines had left their homeland on the coastal plain along the 
Mediterranean Sea in order to make war with the Jews.  They launched 
a three pronged attack which sent many Jews into hiding while many 
others took flight.  Saul attempted to call the army together but most of 
the people did not respond because they feared the Philistines.  With a 
small army of 600 men pitted against over 10,000 Philistines, Saul and 
his tiny army seemed paralyzed.  In the midst of this dilemma, in the 
beginning of chapter 14 Jonathan decided to take a step of faith and 
attack a Philistine garrison.  He and his armor bearer climbed a hill and 
killed 20 Philistines in a half an acre of land.  God honored Jonathan's 
step of faith by causing an earthquake and also causing great confusion 
to sweep through the Philistine camp.  Seeing the Philistines in retreat 
inspired the rest of the Jews to take chase.  In the midst of this 
excitement Saul makes a decision that nearly destroys his own army 
and almost costs him the life of his son. 
 
Part of learning how to make GODLY DECISIONS is seeing the problems 
caused by others who have made UNGODLY DECISIONS.  By analyzing 
the nature of Saul's unglody decision, much can be learned that will 
help us make decisions that will have positive outcomes for ourselves 
and those around us.  You may ask,  “What was Saul's decision?” Listen 
to verse 24 to hear the decision that Saul made.  This decision put a 
curse on the people and almost took Jonathan’s life. Remember, the 
road to Hell is paved with good intentions. The most important thing is 
not our intentions, but whether or not our choices are in line with 
God’s will.  
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 Let's look together at Saul’s decision. 1 Samuel 14:24 says, “Now the 
men of Israel were hard-pressed on that day, for Saul had put the 
people under oath, saying, ‘Cursed be the man who eats food before 
evening, and until I have avenged myself on my enemies.’ So none of 
the people tasted food.”  
 
As we look at Sauls decision let’s start by looking at: 
 
I.  THE NATURE OF UNGODLY DECISIONS 
 
1. They are based on emotions rather than God's Word or wise counsel  v24 
This whole encounter with the Philistines was obviously an emotionally 
charged time. Saul rushed the decision of what to do v19 (Some 
commentators even say that he did not even wait for a decision from 
the Lord). Saul's decision did not square with the truth of God's word. 
Why? Because people who work hard (like when fighting a war) need to 
be able to replenish their energy by eating food. Deuteronomy 25:4, 
"You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing."  1 Corinthians 9:9 
and 1 Timothy 5:18 reiterate this truth. To deprive soldiers of food 
while they are fighting not only goes against common sense, but 
against God's Word. There is no indication that Saul consulted anyone 
else in making this decision. This violates Proverbs 24:6 which states, 
“For by wise guidance you will wage war, and in abundance of 
counselors there is victory." 
 
Can you think of decisions that you have made that went against God's 
word and also lacked wise counsel? Perhaps it was making some major 
purchase? Perhaps in some business decision? When emotions are 
high, there is always the strong possibility of someone making an 
emotional decision that will jeopardize themselves or someone else. 
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2.  They can put people in bondage  v24 
Ungodly decisions can also put people in bondage.  Again listen to verse 
24, “Now the men of Israel were hard-pressed on that day, for Saul had 
put the people under oath, saying, ‘Cursed be the man who eats food 
before evening, and until I have avenged myself on my enemies.’ So 
none of the people tasted food.”  
 

- NASB says the people were hardpressed  
- KJV says the men of Israel were distressed 
- NIV says the men of Israel were in distress 
 

The word hardpressed is from the word meaning oppressor or 
taskmaster, one who exerts demanding pressure. The Jews became 
slaves to Saul’s oath that they had no part in making. It pressed hard on 
them. 
 
Do we ever make emotional decisions that oppress people and put 
them in bondage? It is likely that we have made such decisions to a 
greater or lesser degree. Parents can make those decisions when they 
in anger tell a child, "You are grounded for the rest of the school year!" 
Bosses can make those kind of decisions.  They might tell their workers, 
“We are all going to work 18 hr days with no breaks until we are 
number one in the market.” Sometimes we have to make hard 
decisions, but let's not make oppressive ones!  
   
3.  They usually have the wrong focus  v24 
Ungodly decisions often have the wrong focus. Saul’s certainly did. He 
said the ban on food would be in place “until he I have avenged myself 
on my enemies.” Saul put the focus all on himself when it should have 
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been on the Jewish nation. It seemed that this was another of Saul's 
selfish, prideful, I-centered decisions. 
 
4.  They may go counter to God's provision  vv24,25 
Also, ungodly decisions may go counter to God’s provision. In the forest 
God provided honey, but the people were afraid to eat it and gain new 
strength because they feared the oath. God had provided honey but 
the ungodly decision made it unusable by the Jewish army. 
 
5.  They can hinder people's ability to do God's will  vv27-31 
Ungodly decisions can destroy the very thing you are trying to 
accomplish. The Jews were hindered in destroying the Philistines for 
lack of fuel. Listen to verses 27-31, 

 
27 But Jonathan had not heard when his father put the people 
under oath; therefore, he put out the end of the staff that was in 
his hand and dipped it in the honeycomb, and put his hand to his 
mouth, and his eyes brightened. 28 Then one of the people said, 
"Your father strictly put the people under oath, saying, 'Cursed be 
the man who eats food today.'" And the people were weary. 29 

Then Jonathan said, "My father has troubled the land. See now, 
how my eyes have brightened because I tasted a little of this 
honey. 30 "How much more, if only the people had eaten freely 
today of the spoil of their enemies which they found! For now the 
slaughter among the Philistines has not been great." 31 They struck 
among the Philistines that day from Michmash to Aijalon. And the 
people were very weary.  
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Energy starved warriors don’t fight at full capacity. Overworking 
employees may lead to diminished returns. People need time to take 
care of personal needs 
 
6.  They can lead to ungodly living  vv32-35 
Listen to verses 32-35,  
 
1 Samuel 14:32-35 (NASB) states, 

 
32 The people rushed greedily upon the spoil, and took sheep and 
oxen and calves, and slew them on the ground; and the people 
ate them with the blood. 33 Then they told Saul, saying, "Behold, 
the people are sinning against the LORD by eating with the 
blood." And he said, "You have acted treacherously; roll a great 
stone to me today." 34 Saul said, "Disperse yourselves among the 
people and say to them, 'Each one of you bring me his ox or his 
sheep, and slaughter it here and eat; and do not sin against the 
LORD by eating with the blood.'" So all the people that night 
brought each one his ox with him and slaughtered it there.  
35 And Saul built an altar to the LORD; it was the first altar that he 
built to the LORD.  

 
People can feel so restricted that when they finally get an opportunity, 
they go overboard. This is precisely what happened to the Jewish army. 
It must be remembered that legalism can make people rebel. 
 
Let's now move from THE NATURE OF UNGODLY DECISIONS to: 
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II.  HOW TO MAKE GODLY DECISIONS 
 
1.  Know that man's tendency is to make emotional decisions - v36 
Listen to verse 36, "Then Saul said, 'Let us go down after the Philistines 
by night and take spoil among them until the morning light, and let us 
not leave a man of them.'  And they said, 'Do whatever seems good to 
you.'  So the priest said, 'Let us draw near to God here.'" 
 
Was this an emotional decision on Saul's part?  Absolutely!  Saul had 
run his men into the ground all day not allowing them to eat until 
evening.  They were weary and worn out even though they were finally 
getting something to eat.  Now he was going to try to make them 
pursue the Philistines and fight all night.  Saul was some kind of 
taskmaster!   
 
Saul's actions remind me of the the story about the captain of an old 
Roman slave ship where the rowers were slaves below deck, chained 
together.  The first mate goes down and says to them.  "Allright slaves I 
know you have not eaten all day and that you have been rowing hard.  
I've got some good news and I've got some bad news.  The good news 
is that we just won the last battle and the captain wants to reward you 
by giving you some of the moldy bread that we took from the enemy 
ship.  (the men cheer wildly!) The bad news is that after lunch the 
captain wants to go water skiing! 
 
It is like Saul is out of touch with the reality of battle fatigue, a fatigue 
that he helped create by making his men take an oath that they could 
not eat anything until evening. 
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It makes me wonder whether or not Saul was even in the battle.  He 
may have stayed in the rear and waited for reports.  After all he did not 
hear about what Jonathan did until later.  He also did not hear about 
the men rushing onto the spoil and eating meat with the blood in it 
until someone came and told him. 
 
Even though it is important to protect commanders, good commanders 
get involved enough in the battle so that they can know firsthand what 
their men are going through and how they are feeling. 
 
Saul's selfishness may have extended to his own personal safety and 
comfort! 
 
Do we tend to make emotional decisions?  You bet we do.  If you are 
married, just ask your spouse or children.  I'm sure they could point out 
many times when you let your emotions override your wisdom and got 
the family into hot water. 
 
If we know that our tendency is to make emotional decisions that can 
better prepare us to slow the process down and pull back on the reigns 
so we make wise, thoughtful decisions. 
 
2.  Know that many people will agree with you. 
Listen again to verse 1 Samuel 14:36, "Then Saul said, 'Let us go down 
after the Philistines by night and take spoil among them until the 
morning light, and let us not leave a man of them.'  And they said 'Do 
whatever seems good to you.'  So the priest said, 'Let us draw near to 
God here.'" 
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Was Saul's decision a wise one?  Probably not.  What was the reaction 
of his men?  They said, "Do whatever seems good to you."  They 
basically said, "Whatever you want boss!"  They were being "yes-men."   
 
It is usually not too difficult to find those around us who agree with our 
decisions, especially if we exercise great authority over them as Saul did 
over these men.  But just because we can find those who will agree, it 
does not mean our decisions are wise ones.   
 
In the military I had a commander who told us as a staff that he did not 
want yes-men working for him. He meant it. In staff meetings he 
wanted our honest input on upcoming decisions. The surprising thing 
was, he often took our advise.  It made for a great working-relationship.   
 
If you know that you are surrounded by yes-men, don't ask them their 
opinion of your decision, they will simply agree with you and feed your 
ego. 
 
3.  Have a person to point you to God 
Listen once more to verse 36 and hear the priest's response, "Then Saul 
said, 'Let us go down after the Philistines by night and take spoil among 
them until the morning light, and let us not leave a man of them.'  And 
they said 'Do whatever seems good to you.'  So the priest said, 'Let us 
draw near to God here.'" 
 
Was the priest a yes-man. Not this time. When everyone else was 
saying to Saul, "Yes boss, three bags full…," the priest said, "Let us draw 
near to God here."  In essence he was saying, "Let's see what God has 
to say about your decision, Saul."  What a great response.  Perhaps it 
should be our first response when someone asks us for our input on a 
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decision they are making. We should say to them, "Have you prayed 
about it? Have you sought God about it?" 
 
All of us need at least one person in our lives who will shoot straight 
with us.  Perhaps it is our spouse.  Perhaps it is a close friend.  We need 
someone who is not intimidated by us who will tell it like it is and help 
us at times get down off of our high horse!  The priest was that person 
for Saul. This brings us to the next point. 
 
4.  Inquire of God 
Listen to verse 1 Samuel 14:37, "And Saul inquired of God, 'Shall I go 
down after the Philistines? Wilt Thou give them into the hand of Israel?'  
But He did not answer him on that day."  Saul inquired of God but got 
no answer. 
 
You may be thinking, "That's not right!  If Saul does the right thing by 
inquiring of God, the least God could do would be to give him an 
answer!" 
 
Notice though the pride in Saul's request, "Shall I go down after the 
Philistines?"  Wouldn't it have been better said, "Shall we go down..."  It 
reminds me of General Douglas MacAruthur who had a bit of an ego 
problem and said in World War II, "I will return!"  If I had been there my 
response to him might have been, "I hope when you come that you'll 
bring a few men with you!"  Saul's men may have been thinking the 
same thing! 
 
Do you remember what Matthew 7:7,8 says?  It says to ask, seek and 
knock regarding requests you have. It doesn't tell you when God will 
answer.  In Saul's case, God had other things to teach Saul.  The lessons 



11 

Copyright Chris Losey 2001 

 

that Saul needed to learn were more important at this point than 
pursing the Philistines. 
 
How did Saul inquire?  The priest may have used the Urim (meaning 
lights) and Thummim (meaning perfections).  We are not exactly sure 
how this worked but we do know that Saul did not get a response.  
Being excited to get the show-on-the-road, I'm sure that this bothered 
Saul to no end not to get an immediate response. He needed to learn 
the virtue of patience. Do we need to learn this same virtue? Yes! 
 
In making Godly decisions it is critical that we inquire of God through 
prayer and His Word.  As we inquire, we may not get a clear answer.  
This may be God telling us to wait! Are we willing to wait before 
marrying a certain person? Are we willing to wait before making a 
major purchase? Are we willing to wait before making a job change?  
What are some other areas that you can think of that it might be good 
to wait if a person does not hear God's clear direction.  In our waiting 
we need to keep asking, seeking and knocking! 
 
5.  Seek wise counsel - v38 
The fifth thing in making wise decisions is to seek wise counsel.  Listen 
to verse 38, "And Saul said, ‘Draw near here all you chiefs of the 
people, and investigate and see how this sin has happened today.’” 
 
For some reason Saul felt that he was not getting a clear answer from 
God because there was sin in the camp. He then called upon the chiefs 
of the people to find out what that sin was. He called upon them to 
help. This was a wise decision on Saul's part. 
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We must trust God to work through other people. We must seek those 
chiefs, whoever they are, who have earned the right to be heard. 
 
6.  Don't make preliminary judgments vv39-42 
Listen now to 1 Samuel 14:39-42:  

 
39 "‘For as the LORD lives, who delivers Israel, though it is in 
Jonathan my son, he shall surely die.’ But not one of all the people 
answered him. 40 Then he said to all Israel, ‘You shall be on one 
side and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other side.’ And the 
people said to Saul, ‘Do what seems good to you.’ 41 Therefore, 
Saul said to the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Give a perfect lot." And 
Jonathan and Saul were taken, but the people escaped.  42 Saul 
said, ‘Cast lots between me and Jonathan my son.’ And Jonathan 
was taken.”  

 
Saul said that even Jonathan would die if he was found guilty. Leaders 
who jump to conclusions can often lose credibility. 
 
7.  Get all the facts you can - v43 
Saul then went on a fact finding mission. 1 Samuel 14:43 states, “43Then 
Saul said to Jonathan, "Tell me what you have done." So Jonathan told 
him and said, "I indeed tasted a little honey with the end of the staff 
that was in my hand. Here I am, I must die!"  

Jonathan had broken his father’s oath unknowingly. That had been 
confirmed by Jonathan’s self-incriminating testimony. Foolishly Saul 
was going to hold Jonathan accountable. 
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8.  Listen to wise counsel and be willing to change 
Saul did not ask for wise counsel but the people gave it to him, after he 
said that Jonathan must die. Listen now to 1 Samuel 14:44-45, “44 Saul 
said, ‘May God do this to me and more also, for you shall surely die, 
Jonathan.” Here again, Saul was being foolish. He was going to have the 
national hero who saved the day, his son Jonathan, put to death for 
eating when he didn’t even receive his father’s foolish directive. Verse 
forty[five states,  “45 But the people said to Saul, ‘Must Jonathan die, 
who has brought about this great deliverance in Israel? Far from it! As 
the LORD lives, not one hair of his head shall fall to the ground, for he 
has worked with God this day.’ So the people rescued Jonathan and he 
did not die.”  

Although the text does not say if Saul ever apologized for his 
foolishness, his son was saved. 
 
When we make bad decisions, we need to-swallow our pride and be 
willing to say, "I’m so sorry, I was wrong.” 
 
CONCLUSION 
Decision making times are training times.  God may use those times in 
our lives to teach us what it is he has for us.  Are we willing to listen? 
 
Those folks in positions of authority have a great responsibility to make 
right decisions.  I believe it is important that they make godly decisions.  
Next week we will see the things that folks must do in order to make 
right decisions and enjoy the good result of their choices. rather than 
suffering negative consequences of bad decisions. 


