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THE POWER OF FAITH 
Or 

Stepping Out In Faith Can Have Incredible Results 
 

1 Samuel 13:15-14:23 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Are you a person of faith? 
You may say, "Sure, I'm a Christian. I exercised faith when I believed in 
God (John 3:16). I know that it takes faith to be saved (Eph 2:8,9)." 
 
But some Christians forget that faith doesn't stop at conversion. 
Romans 1:17 states "The righteous shall live by faith." Hebrews 11:6 
says, "And without faith it is impossible to please God, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of 
those who seek Him."  Hebrews 11:2 states, "For by faith the men of 
old gained approval." 
 
But what is faith? Hebrews 11:1 says, "Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen."   
- It is believing in the unseen.   
- It is trusting an unseen God.  
The letters FAITH could be their own definition -  Forsaking All I Trust 
Him. Here is a definition for faith that I like, “Wholehearted trust in God 
and His Word.” 
 
If faith in God means to have a wholehearted trust in Him, what does it 
mean to take a step of faith?  It means to take risks for God.  It means 
stepping out of ones comfort zone to do whatever it is that God wants 
done.  It means making oneself available and vulnerable for the cause 
of Christ.  Since God wants us to live by faith, He wants us to take steps 
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of faith on a regular basis.  (REPEAT)  He wants us to make ourselves 
available and vulnerable for Him on a moment by moment basis. 
 
This message looks at 1 Samuel 13:15-14:23 which we will see is all 
about stepping out in faith.  Here is a quick review of the first fourteen 
verses of 1 Samuel 13 which set the scene for this message.  Those 
verses focused on the "Peril of Saul's Pride."  
- Saul took credit for Jonathan's victory 
- Saul usurped the place of Samuel and offered the peace and burned 
offering 
- Samuel then condemned Saul's actions and said that God would 
remove the kingdom from him. 
- 13:13,14 - You acted foolishly... 
 
In 1 Samuel 13:15-14:23 we will see the Power of Faith as Jonathan 
once again steps out in faith. 
  
Let me do a bit more review of the storyline to bring us up to 13:15 
 
SHOW MAP 
13:2 Saul chose a standing army of 3,000.  2,000 were with him in 
Michmash and 1,000 with Jonathan at Gibeah. 
13:3 Jonathan smites the Philistine outpost at Geba causing Israel to 
become odious to the Philistines 
13:4  Saul summons Israel to Gilgal 
13:5 The Philistines come with 3,000 chariots, 6,000 horsemen and 
infantry like the sand on the seashore. 
13:6-7 In fear, the Jews begin to scatter 
13:8-14 Saul offers burnt and peace offerings and Samuel condemns 
him for not waiting for Samuel to arrive 
The situation has gone from bad to worse… 
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Let's now begin with the first section of the message: 
 
I.  THE NEED FOR FAITH 
Was there a need for faith?  YES! 
Was there a need for someone to take a risk for God?  YES! 
Let's look at why the need for faith was so great. 
 
v15  The enemy had superior numbers - thousands versus hundreds 
v16-18   The enemy had a superior strategy  
 v16 - Israel was on the defensive 
 v17,18 - The Philistines were on the offense.  No one wins a war 
staying on the defense. 
v19-23 - The enemy had superior weapons - iron versus sticks and 
stones. 
 
Remember that faith is wholehearted trust in God and His Word 
What did the Jews know about themselves? 
- God had a covenant with them.  They were His chosen people. 
- The Philistines were the enemy 
- God had the power to defeat the enemy 
- The enemy was about to wipe them out 
 
SOMETHING WAS TERRIBLY WRONG WITH THIS SENARIO!  It didn't take 
a genius to figure out that something wasn't right.  This is not the way 
God intended it to be.  Somebody, ANYBODY needed to take a step of 
faith and do something! 
 
Isn't that the way it is today? 
Does the enemy have superior numbers?  YES! 
- Only 3% of folks in Marin county even go to church 
- Although it is much higher in other parts of the US, still Christians are 
in the minority 
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Does the enemy have a superior strategy?  THEY SEEM TO! 
- Keep prayer out of schools.  Get the gay agenda in.  Murder babies in 
the name of convenience.   
 -- ban prayer in public places like the nations capitol 
It seems like the enemy is on the offense and Christians are on the 
defense.  Our strategy is to be the great commission of sharing our faith 
and building others in the faith but are we really doing it or have we 
reconciled ourselves to a fortress mentality? 
 
Does the enemy have superior weapons?  THEY SEEM TO! 
- They utilize demonic forces 
- They have captured the mainstream media: radio, television, movies 
- They have captured the entertainment industry 
But even though the enemy seems to have better weapons, they really 
don't.  We have better weapons but we are not really utilizing them.  
We have become complaicent, lazy soldiers who would rather seek 
personal agendas and stay in our comfort zones rather than step out in 
faith. 2 Corinthians 10:3,4,5 states,  
 

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the 
flesh,  4 for the wapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but 
divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 5 We are 
destoying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the 
knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the 
obedience of Christ, 6 and we are ready to punish all 
disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete. 

 
What are the weapons of our warfare? We have Spiritual armor: Eph 6 

- gird your loins with truth - word 
- breastplate of righteousness 
- have your feet shod with the gospel - share your faith 



5 

 

- shield of faith 
- helmet of salvation 
- sword of the spirit which is the word of God 
- be on the allert with all your prayers 

 
The enemy is closing in:  We have the weapons of God but we need 
people today who will step out in faith!  Won't somebody, anybody 
take a risk for God?  Won't somebody come out of their comfort zone? 
 
This brings us to the second section of the message: 
 
II.  THE STEP OF FAITH  14:1-13 
Jonathan saw the situation and decided to do something about it.  He 
decided to take a step of faith.  But we must understand more about 
taking steps of faith 
 
1.  Stepping out in faith is a conscious decision - v1 
The text states in 1 Samuel 14:1, “1 Now the day came that Jonathan, 
the son of Saul, said to the young man who was carrying his armor, 
‘Come and let us cross over to the Philistines' garrison that is on the 
other side.’ But he did not tell his father.”  
 
"Now the day came..." At some point Jonathan said, "Enough is enough.  
I am going to do something about the situation." 
 
2.  Stepping out in faith is easier when you have someone to go with 
you - v1 
Jonathan had his armor bearer.  That is why mentoring relationships 
are so important…  
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3.    Stepping out in faith means you must do something - v1 
Notice that Jonathan said in verse 1, “Let us cross over to the 
Philistines…” He felt he needed to do something. There is a balance 
between faith and works. James 2:17,18 states, “17 Even so faith, if it 
has no works, is dead, being by itself.  18  But someone may well say, 
"You have faith, and I have works; show me your faith without the 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works." 
 
Don't tell me you are living by faith if you are not stepping out and 
taking risks for God. Often in Christianity, when all is said and done, 
much more is said than done. 
 
4.  Your step of faith may upset other believers - vv1-2 
 Verse 1 states that “Jonathan did not tell his father.” Saul was 
frightened along with all the rest of the Jews.  He was hiding in the 
outskirts of Gibeah under a pomegranate tree.  If the Philistine raiding 
parties had known where he was, they would have come after him.  If 
he had known that Jonathan was going to try to tackle the Philistines, 
Saul might have told him that he was unwise and only going to get 
himself killed.  He might have told Jonathan that as the king’s son, he 
was too valuable to the Jews and that someone else should go. 
 
Are some of us hiding from the enemy today?  At work, in our 
neighborhoods, in our schools, and in our families.  We are there not 
making any waves or rocking the boat lest the enemy come after us.   
 
It is easy to want to hide.  Since we moved into our neighborhood I 
have been keeping a bit of a low profile.  I have been trying to build 
relationships before letting folks know what I do.  I have one neighbor 
who moved in shortly after we did.  I mowed his yard a couple of times 
while he was in the process of moving and didn't have access yet to his 
mower.  I've also loaned him a few tools.  Finally one day he asked me 
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pointblank, "What do you do anyway?"  I knew that he had me.  I told 
him that I was a minister.  But I had not withheld this information 
because I was scared but because I wanted to win a hearing first.   
 
5.  The step of faith doesn't need to be a public thing 
Jonathan did not broadcast to the world what God was leading him to 
do, he just did it. If God leads you to step out in faith, just do it! 
 
6.  Steps of faith don't have to be initiated by the leadership - vv2,3 
1 Samuel 14:2,3 states,  

 
2 Saul was staying in the outskirts of Gibeah under the 
pomegranate tree which is in Migron. And the people who were 
with him were about six hundred men, 3 and Ahijah, the son of 
Ahitub, Ichabod's brother, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the 
priest of the LORD at Shiloh, was wearing an ephod. And the 
people did not know that Jonathan had gone.  

 
Saul and his men were frozen in place.  The priest, Ahijah wasn't doing 
anything either. God had touched Jonathan's heart and Jonathan 
needed to respond.  Even at church, you don't have to wait for a formal 
program or suggestion from the leadership to step out in faith.  If God 
moves you, do it! 
 
After preaching the first part of this message on THE NEED FOR FAITH 
someone came up to me and said that they were convicted in their 
heart to do more for God.  They shared with me what they felt the Lord 
was leading them to do.  My response was, "Go for it!"  I could sense 
their excitement and what they were going to do would benefit the 
church.  We need people like that who are willing to step out in faith! 
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7.  A step of faith makes you vulnerable - vv4,5 
1 Samuel 14:4,5 states,  

 
4 Between the passes by which Jonathan sought to cross over to 
the Philistines' garrison, there was a sharp crag on the one side 
and a sharp crag on the other side, and the name of the one was 
Bozez, and the name of the other Seneh. 5 The one crag rose on 
the north opposite Michmash, and the other on the south 
opposite Geba.  

 
Jonathan was between two passes...he was not in the jungle where he 
can hide. Stepping out in faith puts a person at risk.  
 
It is fascinating to look at the names of the two crags. One was Bozez  
which means surpassing white, glistening. The other was Seneh 
meaning thorny. Bozez perhaps symbolized the purity of Jonathan's 
step of faith.  It was glistening, surpassing white because it was for a 
pure and holy God. Seneh symbolized the Philistines and the thorny 
challenge which lay ahead.  Jonathan was going to confront the enemy 
head-on! 
 
8.  Stepping out in faith is understanding that God won't necessarily 
save you  - v6 
1 Samuel 14:6 states, “ 6 Then Jonathan said to the young man who was 
carrying his armor, ‘Come and let us cross over to the garrison of these 
uncircumcised; perhaps the LORD will work for us, for the LORD is not 
restrained to save by many or by few.’"  
 
Notice that Jonathan says “perhaps the Lord will work for us.” Perhaps 
He won't. But you will never know until you try.  Better to try and fail 
than to never try at all. In Daniel 3:12-18 Shadrach, Meshach and 
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Abednego took a step of faith in not bowing down and worshiping the 
golden idol that Nebuchadnezzar had made. They said to the king,  
 

17 "It if be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the furnace of blazing fire, and He will deliver us out of your hand, 
O king.  18  But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, 
that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden 
image that you have set up. 

 
We need to know the difference between presuming upon God's grace 
and stepping out in faith. Snake handlers put God to the test. 
Essentially they say, “Lord, You have to save us.” God does not honor 
this kind of foolishness. He does, however, honor real faith.  
 
9.    Stepping out in faith means having the assurance that God is a 
God of miracles - v6 
Verse six says, “the Lord is not restrained to save by many or by few.”  
One plus God is a majority. 2 Chronicles 16:9 states, "For the eyes of 
the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly 
support those whose heart is completely His...." God wants to strongly 
support those who step out with genuine faith. 
 
10.  Receiving support during a step of faith spurs a person on - v7   
Notice the response of Jonathan’s armor bearer in verse seven, “His 
armor bearer said to him in verse seven, "Do all that is in your heart; 
turn yourself, and here I am with you according to your desire." 
Undoubtedly this response spurred Jonathan on. 
 
11.  Stepping out in faith means having a general plan - vv8-10   
Listen to Jonathan’s plan in verses 8-10. 
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“8 Then Jonathan said, "Behold, we will cross over to the men and 
reveal ourselves to them. 9 "If they say to us, 'Wait until we come 
to you'; then we will stand in our place and not go up to them. 10 

"But if they say, 'Come up to us,' then we will go up, for the LORD 
has given them into our hands; and this shall be the sign to us."  

 
When we step out in faith we need a plan too. Perhaps a plan for a 
neightborhood outreach or a holiday dessert in our neighborhood 
where we invite one person from the church who will step out in faith 
with us.  
 
12.  A person who steps out in faith must continue and not shrink 
back knowing that things may get harder  - vv11-12 
1 Samuel 14:11-12 states,  

 
11 When both of them revealed themselves to the garrison of the 
Philistines, the Philistines said, "Behold, Hebrews are coming out 
of the holes where they have hidden themselves." 12 So the men 
of the garrison hailed Jonathan and his armor bearer and said, 
"Come up to us and we will tell you something." And Jonathan 
said to his armor bearer, "Come up after me, for the LORD has 
given them into the hands of Israel."  

 
Things weren’t going to be easy for Jonathan and his armour bearer. 
They had to climb a hill and meet the enemy where they were dug in.  
 
An example of someone with amazing faith was John Patten, 
missionary to the New Heberdies islands. Not long after going on a 
small boat from a ship to the cannibal laden islands, John’s wife died. 
To keep her from being eaten by the cannibals or wild animals he 
buried her on the beach and guarded her grave. After a period of 
months John met a native who had been banished from his tribe and 
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they became friends. Over the years through a series of amazing 
circumstances, John won essentially all the inhabitants to Christ. 
 
APPLICATION 
God wants us to step out in faith. There is a great need today for 
Christians to make themselves vulnerable for the cause of Christ 
How are you going to take steps of faith? 
- perhaps you need to come to Christ 
- perhaps you need to get baptized 
- perhaps you need to volunteer for ministry 
- perhaps you need to reach out in your neighborhood 
- perhaps I do, too… 
 
This brings us to: 
 
III.  THE POWER OF FAITH 
Picture two rocky crags and Jonathan and his armor bearer climbing up 
one side.  Some might say that this was a pathetic sight, but what it 
was, was two people stepping out in faith. Why step out in faith: 
 
1.  Brings personal victory - vv13,14 
Listen to 1 Samuel 14:13,14, 

 
13 Then Jonathan climbed up on his hands and feet, with his armor 
bearer behind him; and they fell before Jonathan, and his armor 
bearer put some to death after him. 14 That first slaughter which 
Jonathan and his armor bearer made was about twenty men 
within about half a furrow in an acre of land.  

 
In military tactics you normally are not supposed to attack unless you 
have at least a three to one advantage.  Here they had least a ten to 
one disadvantage.  But God plus anyone is a majority. It was not a huge 
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victory numberwise, only about 20 enemy soldiers killed out of over 
10,000, but none the less it was a victory, and no victory is 
insighnificant to God. God can take the little we do and multiply it like 
He did the loaves and fishes. When some people feel that the situation 
is overwhelmning,  they give up, but with God there is always hope. I 
love saying,  
 
I am only one, but I am one. I can’t do everything, but I can do 
something. And the things I can do , I should do. And the things I should 
do, with God’s help I will do! 
 
2.  It unleashes God's power to destroy the enemy - v15 
Listen to verse 15, “And there was a trembling in the camp, in the field, 
and among all the people. Even the garrison and the raiders trembled, 
and the earth quaked so that it became a great trembling.”  
 
God caused a tembling.  Emotional and physical.  An earthquake 
occurred.  Listen also to verses 19,20, 

 
19 While Saul talked to the priest, the commotion in the camp of 
the Philistines continued and increased; so Saul said to the priest, 
"Withdraw your hand." 20 Then Saul and all the people who were 
with him rallied and came to the battle; and behold, every man's 
sword was against his fellow, and there was very great confusion.  

 
The confusion increased and people turned on each other. Like Gideon 
and the Midianites back in Judges 7, when God turned the Midianites 
against themselves when the trumpets were blown and the pitchers 
broken, so God was doing something like that here. 
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3.  It inspires others to seek God - vv16-19   
Listen to 1 Samuel 14;16-19, 

  
16 Now Saul's watchmen in Gibeah of Benjamin looked, and 
behold, the multitude melted away; and they went here and 
there. 17 Saul said to the people who were with him, "Number now 
and see who has gone from us." And when they had numbered, 
behold, Jonathan and his armor bearer were not there. 18 Then 
Saul said to Ahijah, "Bring the ark of God here." For the ark of God 
was at that time with the sons of Israel. 19 While Saul talked to the 
priest, the commotion in the camp of the Philistines continued 
and increased; so Saul said to the priest, "Withdraw your hand."  

 
The watchmen saw that something was going on.  The enemy was in 
confusion. Saul wanted to know who was missing. He discovered that 
Jonathan and Jonathan’s armor bearer were missing. Saul then told the 
priest, Ahijah, to bring the ark of the covenant to him. 
 
4.  It inspires others to step out in faith - vv20-22 
Listen to 1 Samuel 14:20-22,  

 
20 Then Saul and all the people who were with him rallied and 
came to the battle; and behold, every man's sword was against his 
fellow, and there was very great confusion. 21 Now the Hebrews 
who were with the Philistines previously, who went up with them 
all around in the camp, even they also turned to be with the 
Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan. 22 When all the men 
of Israel who had hidden themselves in the hill country of Ephraim 
heard that the Philistines had fled, even they also pursued them 
closely in the battle.  
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Stepping out in faith has a ripple effect. Others sometimes jump on 
bandwagon and step out in faith, too. That is precisely what happened 
here.  
 
It is like in sports when someone does something amazing, others try  
to do it, too.  
 
5.  It can change the course of a nation - v23, 46 
1 Samuel 14:23 states, “So the LORD delivered Israel that day, and the 
battle spread beyond Beth-aven.” Verse forty-six states that the 
Philistines went to their own place. 
 
That day, God literally saved the nation. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
How does God want you to step out in faith today?  How can you take a 
risk for God. Here are some ideas; 
 
- Come be part of outreach night 
- Get up early and have that quiet time - discipline yourself 
- Be a witness at work or school 
- Host a neighborhood outreach in your home 
- Get involved in ministry 
- - sing in the choir 
- - go on a missions trip-  
- teach Sunday school 
- be part of AWANA 
- the possibilities are endless 
 
If you aren't taking risks for God, you are not living by faith. 
Many people today are willing to take risks in the stock market, we 
need to take risks for God. 
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Extra Notes – What is Faith 
What is faith?  How would you define it?  Hebrews 11:1 gives a 
powerful definition, "Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen."  Put another way, faith is to be sure 
about the things a person hopes for, and to believe in things he cannot 
see.  And faith is closely connected with hope because the verse states, 
"faith is the assurance of things hoped for..."  What is hope?  Hope is 
having a positive expectation about the future.  Lets now put these two 
concepts of faith and hope together. 
 
A person planning to go to a football game could say, "I hope it does 
not rain the day of the game."  That is his positive expectation for the 
future.  But he cannot have faith that it will not rain unless he has some 
assurance that the weather will be good.  How can he get such 
assurance?  He can check the long-range weather forecast.  He knows 
that the weather forecasters use sophisticated equipment and are 
usually fairly accurate.  If he checks their forecast and discovers that it 
calls for bad weather his hope has no assurance.  If, however, he checks 
and discovers that the forecast calls for nice weather, he has assurance 
in his hope.  He now has faith!  Faith is not hope, and hope is not faith.  
Hope is having a positive expectation about the future.  Faith is having 
assurance that the hope one has will come true.  
 
Let's dig a little deeper.  Remember that Hebrews 11:1 states, "Now 
faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen."  The word assurance in Greek is hupostasis.  Hupo means under 
and stasis means to stand.  Hence hupostasis is something that stands 
underneath something else.  Faith is thus a substructure or foundation 
upon which hope rests.  Even though a person can't see faith it, it is 
real.  It has substance.  It is like the foundation of a building.  You can't 
see the foundation because it is below ground, but it supports the 
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building.  If a tall building is built without a foundation, it will be 
unstable and possibly collapse.  Having hope is futile unless it has a 
basis.  
 
But faith is more than the assurance of things hoped for.  Verse one of 
Hebrews eleven also states that faith is, "The conviction of things not 
seen."  The word conviction in Greek is elegchos which means evidence, 
conviction or proof.  It is the idea of being convinced about something 
based on the evidence.  Faith is thus being convinced about the unseen 
based on the evidence.   
 
Again, using the weather example, the person hoping for nice weather 
cannot see what the weather will be like the day of the game, but 
based on the long range forecast and the past track record of the 
forecasters, he has the conviciton that the weather will be nice.  He 
believes in something he cannot see because he has evidence.  Other 
people could say, "Oh, I think it will rain that day,"  but the person can 
still have his positive expectation of nice weather because his hope 
rests on the foundation and evidence of the forecasters' long range 
weather report. 
 
Notice that faith has a source.  In the case of the weather, the source is 
the forecasters.  Unfortunately, forcasters make mistakes.  The 
Christian's source of assurance and conviction is not man and his 
predictions, but God and His Word.  Men err, God does not.  A 
Christian's hope of salvation is based on God's Word and God's track 
record.  God's Word and track record are perfect.   
 
Faith could thus also be defined as wholehearted trust in God and His 
Word.  Although a person cannot see God, God has a perfect track 
record.   


