
THE PERIL OF PRIDE 
Or 

Don't Let Pride Destroy Your Life 
 

1 Samuel 13:1-14 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Would you consider yourself a proud person?  Before answering, it is helpful to understand 
what pride is.  The word pride has several meanings.  A person can be proud to be part of a 
team.  This means that he is excited about being on the team.  The team may have a winning 
record or a great reputation...  A father might say to his daughter, "Honey, I'm very proud of 
you for working hard in school."  The father means that he is pleased with how well his 
daughter did and is not ashamed to tell others.  These two types of pride are healthy.  But there 
is a pride that is unhealthy.  It is the pride referred to in the Bible. 
 
There are several words used in Scripture for pride.  Most of them carry a very negative 
connotation: arrogance, haughtiness, presumptuousness, insolence, highness, loftiness, lifting 
up, or swelling.  A proud person thus has a swollen estimate of his own powers or merits.  He 
looks down on others and may even treat them with insolence and contempt.  This demeaning 
treatment isn't always blatant, it may be quite subtle.  Some people hide their pride well. 
 
Most Christians are familiar with Proverbs 16:18, "Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before stumbling."  Most are not as familiar with verse 19,  "It is better to be of a humble 
spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud." 
 
Proud people see themselves as riding high at the top, but God says that they may soon find 
themselves laying low at the bottom.  Unfortunately pride has been the downfall of many 
people, even God's people.  It is a problem because all of us possess a sin nature which tends 
toward pride.  That is why it is imperative for Christians to understand this kind of pride and to 
avoid it. 
 
1 Samuel 13:1-14 is a graphic illustration of THE PERIL OF PRIDE.  The verses focus on Saul,  
Israel's first human king.  Even though Saul started well it wasn't long before pride crept in and 
began to unravel his life.  Listen now to verses one and two as we begin by looking at: 
 
I.  THE SUBTLETY OF PRIDE - How pride can sneak into a person's life 
1 Samuel 13:1,2 states, “1 Saul was forty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned 
thirty two years over Israel.  2  Now Saul chose for himself 3,000 men of Israel, of which 2,000 
were with Saul in Michmash and in the hill country of Bethel, while 1,000 were with Jonathan at 
Gibeah of Benjamin.  But he sent away the rest of the people, each to his tent. 
 



It must be stated that there were some problems in transmitting the text of this passage.  In 
verse one the Hebrew does not include how old Saul was.  It literally says, "Saul was years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned two years over Israel."  Various translators have 
attempted to supply the right age for Saul and the number of years he reigned.   
 
The New International Version states, "Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he 
reigned over Israel forty- two years."  They base these numbers on statements made by the 
famous early church father, Origen, who postulated that Saul was 30 years old when he began 
to reign as king. 
 
The King James translators try to solve the problem by stating, "Saul reigned one year; and 
when he had reigned two years over Israel." 
 
The New American Standard Version states, "Saul was forty years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned thirty-two years over Israel."  These translators were influenced by those who 
said that since Jonathan was already grown and serving in the military that Saul might have 
actually been almost 40 by this time.  Back in 1 Samuel 9:2 the text states that Saul was a young 
man although the word for young is perhaps better translated choice as in the New American 
Standard Version. 
 
In Acts 13:21 the Apostle Paul indicates that Saul reigned for 40 years over Israel.  This does not 
seem to square with 1 Samuel 13:1, but it must be remembered that Paul may have been 
speaking in round numbers.  In addition 1 Samuel 13:1 does not have to be understood as a 
regular formula for kingship as in 2 Samuel 2:10 or 1 Kings 14:21 since this verse is given after 
Saul had already begun to reign.  Kingship formulas are normally given at the beginning of a 
king's reign.   
 
Perhaps the best solution to this dilemma is not to postulate Saul's age but to see the phrase 
that he reigned two years over Israel as accurate.  The first year of his reign he had defeated 
the Ammonites at Jabesh-gilead.  Now during the second year of his reign, the Philistines had 
become a threat.   
 
Notice 1 Samuel 13:2 states that Saul chose for 
himself 3,000 choice men.  2,000 stayed with 
him near Michmash and 1,000 went with his 
son Jonathan at Gibeah (See the map from Life 
Application Bible Maps).  The creation of Saul's 
standing army was a fulfillment of Samuel's 
words to the Jews back in 1 Samuel 8.  The 
people demanded that Samuel appoint a king 
to reign over them.  Samuel warned that a king 
would take their sons and force them into 
military service.  A king would also take their 
daughters for perfumers, cooks and bakers.  He 



would take their best fields, vineyards,  olive groves, servants, donkeys and flocks for himself.  
But the people didn't seem to care.  They still demanded a king (1 Sam 8:19).  So Samuel 
appointed a king and the people now saw the beginnings of the fulfillment of Samuel's 
prediction. 
 
But you may be asking, "What does this have to do with pride?"  Simply put, pride had begun to 
penetrate Saul's life.  We know this based on succeeding verses.  Saul takes credit for 
Jonathan's victory and later places himself above the law by assuming an unlawful priestly role.  
These prideful acts will be discussed in depth later on. 
 
Had Saul always been a proud person?  No!  The text even indicates that he had exercised great 
humility in the past.  He humbled himself by looking long and hard for his father's donkeys (1 
Samuel 9:3-14).  He even asked the opinion of one of his servants (1 Samuel 9:7).  He humbled 
himself before Samuel at their first meeting (1 Samuel 9:21).   
 
What caused this seemingly humble man to become prideful?  To understand what happened it 
is critical to understand how pride works.   
 
Most people don't seek to be prideful.  I've never heard anyone say, "I'm going to become a 
prideful person."  People who become arrogant often do so because of two factors: giftedness 
and success.  These factors can stir the waters of pride in a person's life.  This is precisely what 
happened to King Saul.   
 
Was Saul a gifted person?  Yes!  1 Samuel 9:2 states that he was "A choice and handsome man, 
and there was not a more handsome person than he among the sons of Israel; from his 
shoulders and up he was taller than any of the people."  Was Saul full of pride at this point?  
No!  The text indicates that he possessed many admirable attributes: common sense, 
willingness to listen, sensitivity, discernment, and humility.   
 
Was Saul successful?  Yes!   
In 1 Samuel 9:18-10:1 Samuel told Saul that he would be the future king. 
In 1 Samuel 10:6-9 God fulfilled exciting predictions in Saul's life. 
In 1 Samuel 10:24 Samuel appointed Saul as king and the people shouted, "Long live the king!" 
In 1 Samuel 11:6 the Spirit of God came mightily on Saul who then spoke with great authority 
telling the people to assemble and fight the Ammonites.  The Jews rallied to Saul and he led 
them in a victorious battle. 
In 1 Samuel 11:14 Saul was reconfirmed as king...  
 
Now that's success!  All of this was pretty heady stuff for someone who had not long before 
been chasing his father's donkeys.  Saul the small-town-boy had made good!  Saul was gifted 
and successful, but he did not know how to handle that success and pride crept in. 
 
Does this happen to folks today?  Yes!  Gifted people often meet with success and begin to see 
themselves as better than others.  They may even become legends in their own minds.  An 



athletic child may excel in a sport and begin to look with contempt at his inferior teammates.  A 
gifted adult may have business success and begin to look down on his coworkers.   
 
Besides having giftedness and success as its catalysts, pride often comes through a series of 
stages starting with humility and ending with pride.   
 
STAGE ONE:  I'm inadequate for the task at hand 
In this stage the person is still humble.  He knows his weaknesses and faults. Saul was at this 
stage in 1 Samuel 10 when Samuel wanted to announce his kingship to the people. Saul was 
nowhere to be found. Verse 22 indicates that he was "hiding himself by the baggage."  Why?  
He was afraid. He felt inadequate. In his mind he was not king-material. But after a few 
victories, his view of himself changed. 
 
STAGE TWO:  I'm adequate for the task at hand 
At some point a person begins to see himself as adequate.  For Saul perhaps it was when the 
people shouted, "Long live the king!"  Perhaps it was when the Spirit of the Lord came on him 
mightily.  Perhaps it was after the victory over the Ammonites.  At some point Saul began to 
identify with his position as king.  And then he moved to stage three. 
 
STAGE THREE:  I'm more than adequate for the task at hand 
At some point Saul saw himself as indispensable. Not only was he adequate, he was the only 
man for the job. Perhaps it was after Saul chose his standing army of 3,000 men who 
undoubtedly responded to his every command. Commanders called him king.  Soldiers were at 
his beckon call.  
 
Do folks today ever go through these stages?  Absolutely!  Let's now move from the subtlety of 
pride to:  
 
 
II.  THE SELFISHNESS OF PRIDE - How pride is "I" centered 
Have you ever noticed that the middle letter of pride is "I".  It is also the middle letter of the 
word sin.  Pride is "I" centered.  1 Samuel 13:3,4 reveals the first selfish manifestation of pride 
in Saul's life: 
 

3  And Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba, and the 
Philistines heard of it.  Then Saul blew the trumpet throughout the land, saying, "Let the 
Hebrews hear."  4  And all Israel heard the news that Saul had smitten the garrison of 
the Philistines, and also that Israel had become odious to the Philistines.  The people 
were then summoned to Saul at Gilgal. 

 
From these verses it is clear that Jonathan was responsible for defeating the garrison of the 
Philistines at Geba, but Saul gave himself the credit.  Even if it was customary in that culture to 
give credit to the king, it seems that the credit should have been given to God or at least to 



Jonathan.  Instead, Saul grabbed it for himself.  But prideful people are like that.  They want to 
be in the limelight.  They are bothered when others succeed and they don't. 
 
Verses 5 through 8 tell more about the Philistine threat and the Jewish response to that threat. 
 

5  Now the Philistines assembled to fight with Israel, 30,000 chariots and 6,000 
horsemen, and people like the sand which is on the seashore in abundance;  and they 
came up and camped in Michmash, east of Beth-aven.  6  When the men of Israel saw 
that they were in a strait (for the people were hard-pressed), then the people hid 
themselves in caves, in thickets, in cliffs, in cellars, and in pits.  7 Also some of the 
Hebrews crossed the Jordan into the land of Gad and Gilead.  But as for Saul, he was still 
in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling.8  Now he (Saul) waited seven days, 
according to the appointed time set by Samuel, but Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and 
the people were scattering from him. 

 
The situation in human terms was desperate. The Philistines massed their troops for war.  The 
Jews recognized the magnitude of the threat and began to desert Saul. Some went into hiding 
and some left the area.  What should Saul do?  His army was crumbling. Back in 1 Samuel 10:8 
Samuel had said to Saul,  
 
And you shall go down before me to Gilgal; and behold, I will come down to you to offer burnt 
offerings and sacrifice peace offerings.  You shall wait seven days until I come to you and show 
you what you should do. 
 
1 Samuel 13:9-12 tells what happened next and how pride once again reared its ugly head in 
Saul's life.  
 

9  So Saul said, "Bring to me the burnt offering and the peace offerings."  And he offered 
the burnt offering.  10  And it came about as soon as he finished offering the burnt 
offering, that behold, Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him and to greet him.  11  
But Samuel said, "What have you done?"  And Saul said, "Because I saw that the people 
were scattering from me, and that you did not come within the appointed days, and 
that the Philistines were assembling at Michmash, 12 therefore I said, 'Now the 
Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not asked the favor of the 
Lord.'  So I forced myself and offered the burnt offering." 

 
The situation was grim, but instead of continuing to wait for Samuel, Saul took matters into his 
own hands and offered the burnt and peace offerings.  Some folks might say that the issue was 
one of disobedience.  It is true that Saul disobeyed, but the real issue was pride.  Saul placed 
himself above God's Word.  Saul assumed a duty that was reserved only for the priest.  
Unlawfully taking the role of priest was no small thing. Saul knew better. Not only had Saul 
disobeyed Samuel but he disobeyed the clear teaching of Leviticus. Listen to Leviticus 6:9-13 
which gives the law for burnt offerings: 
 



9  Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law for the burnt offering: the burnt 
offering itself shall remain on the hearth on the altar all night until the morning, and the 
fire on the altar is to be kept burning on it.  10 And the priest is to put on his linen robe, 
and he shall put on undergarments next to his flesh; and he shall take up the ashes to 
which the fire reduces the burnt offering on the altar, and place them beside the altar.  
11 Then he shall take off his garments and put on other garments, and carry the ashes 
outside the camp to a clean place.  12  And the fire on the altar shall be kept burning on 
it.  It shall not go out, but the priest shall burn wood on it every morning; and he shall 
lay out the burnt offering on it, and offer up in smoke the fat portions of the peace 
offerings on it.  13  Fire shall be kept burning continually on the altar ; it is not to go out. 

 
A community burnt offering was not a matter of finding the closest person who could throw a 
sacrificed animal on the altar.  There were intricate things to be done by the priest.  It was 
indeed an arrogant, prideful act for Saul to assume these duties, even as king.  But prideful 
people are like that. They think that they are above the law. After all, Saul was the king. What 
Saul didn't realize was that God is no respector of men. No one, not even kings are free to do 
whatever they please. All believers must obey God's Word.  
 
The pride in Saul's life revealed itself in two ways in this passage.  First, Saul took credit for 
Jonathan's success.  Second, he rationalized his situation and disregarded God's law and God's 
prophet.  Instead of assuming the priestly duty, Saul could have prayed or called the people to 
prayer.  It would have been better to make no offering than to do it in the wrong way. 
 
How else does pride display itself in the life of people? Certainly prideful people want glory for 
themselves and often disregard God's Word if it is not convenient for them. But here are other 
ways that pride manifests itself: 
 
Prideful people are unteachable. They think they know it all. They are not willing to be flexible. 
Some adults are like that, and so are some teens. I chuckled when I saw the bumper sticker 
which stated, "Hire a teenager while they still know it all."   
 
Prideful people are often unwilling to do menial tasks. They might think that such tasks are 
beneath their dignity. Dad's are you willing to take out the trash or do you always make your 
kids do it?   
 
Prideful people resist submitting  themselves to others. They want things their way.   
 
Here are some questions each of us can ask him or herself to see if pride is present in our lives.  
A yes answer may mean that pride is a problem:: 
 
- Do I have an arrogant manner?  Do I look down my nose at certain people? 
- Do I view myself as better or more important than others? 
- Do I always want my own way? 
- Do I like to be in the limelight? 



- Do I get jealous when others succeed and I don't? 
- Do I sometimes put myself above the law? 
- Do I try to take credit for things I did not do? 
- Am I unwilling to put the needs of others above my own needs? 
- Am I unwilling to take advice? 
- Do I always have to have things my way? 
- Do I resist doing menial tasks? 
- Do I have a know-it-all attitude? 
- Am I willing to take criticism from others? 
 
A way to get honest answers about yourself is to ask your spouse, children or a close friend to 
answer these questions for you.  The answers may be painful to hear. 
 
So far in the text we have seen the SUBTLETY of pride and the SELFISHNESS of pride.  Let's now 
look at: 
 
III. THE SELF-DESTRUCTIVENESS OF PRIDE - How pride can destroy a life 
There is little doubt that pride is destructive.  It not only hurts others, but it often destroys the 
one who is prideful. Listen to 1 Samuel 13:13,14a, “13  And Samuel said to Saul, "You have acted 
foolishly; you have not kept the commandment of the Lord your God, which He commanded 
you, for now the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever.  14  But now 
your kingdom shall not endure...” 
 
Samuel told Saul that because of his prideful act of disobedience that his kingdom would not 
endure. The very thing that Saul sought to protect by assuming the priestly role was the very 
thing he would now lose. Indeed it is true, "Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit 
before stumbling."  Saul had destroyed himself. 
 
We must heed the truth of this story and realize that pride can destroy our lives as well.  
Prideful spouses destroy marriages.  Prideful parents destroy parent-child relationships.  
Prideful bosses destroy businesses.  Prideful Christians destroy churches.  Pride destroys.  No 
wonder it is at the top of the list of the seven things that God hates.  Proverbs 6:16-19 states, 
“16  There are six things which the Lord hates, yes seven which are an abomination to Him;        
17  Haughty eyes (a proud look), a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,  18 a heart 
that devises wicked plans, feet that run rapidly to evil,  19 a false witness who utters lies, and 
one who spread strife among brothers. 
 
Don't let pride creep into your life.  It can destroy you! 
 
This brings us to the last section of the message: 
 
 
 
 



IV.  THE SOLUTION TO PRIDE - How to get pride out of ones life 
How does a person keep pride out of his life?  Listen to Samuel's words to Saul in 1 Samuel 
13:14, “But now your kingdom shall not endure.  The Lord has sought out for Himself a man 
after His own heart and the Lord has appointed him as ruler over His people, because you have 
not kept what the Lord commanded you.” 
 
Pride is kept out when a person has a heart that seeks after God.  Pride is a problem of the 
heart, and God is looking for people whose hearts are right; whose hearts are like His.  What 
does it mean to have a heart like God?  Certainly it means to be compassionate, but it also 
means to have a humble and gentle heart.  In Matthew 11:28-30 Jesus revealed much about 
the heart of God when He said, “28  Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will 
give you rest.  29  Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.  30  For My yoke is easy, and My load is light.” 
 
Do you have a heart that is humble and gentle?  That is what each of us needs in order to avoid 
the destructive power of pride.  1 Peter 5:5-7 tells the importance of humility in the of 
believers, “5  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe 
yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace 
to the humble.  6  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the might hand of God, that He may 
exalt you at the proper time,  7 casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.” 
 
CONCLUSION 
All of us because of our sin natures will struggle with pride?  Pride is a SUBTLE thing.  It can 
creep into our lives, even if we have shown humility in the past.  We must keep our guard up 
especially if we have an area of giftedness and begin to have success in that area.   
 
Pride is SELFISH and manifests itself in many ways.  Prideful people like to take credit for the 
actions of others.  They often put themselves above the law.  Pride has the same middle letter 
as sin, I!  Beware! 
 
Pride is very SELF-DESTRUCTIVE.  Those who are prideful often don't realize that their pride will 
be their own undoing.   
 
The SOLUTION to pride is to have a heart like God; one of humility and gentleness.  If we are 
willing to humble ourselves on a daily basis and to obey God's word no matter what comes our 
way, we will avoid the PERIL OF PRIDE.   
 
 May God richly bless you as you seek to serve Him! 
 
  



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
 
1.  Define pride in your own words. 
 
 
 
2.  Why can a person's giftedness and success be catalysts for pride in his life? 
 
 
 
 
3.  What humble things did Saul do in the following passages: 
 1 Samuel 9:2-5 
 1 Samuel 9:6,7 
 1 Samuel 9:18-21 
 1 Samuel 10:21-24 
 
 
4.  What arrogant things did Saul do in the following passages: 
 1 Samuel 13:3,4 
 1 Samuel 13:8-10 
 
 
5.  In your opinion, how did pride creep into Saul's life? 
 
 
 
 
6.  Read the following verses: 1 Samuel 13:14, Matthew 11:28-30, and 1 Peter 5:5,6.  What do 
these verses teach about what God is looking for in a person's heart and how that person can 
keep pride out of his life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  How has pride manifested itself in you and how can you keep it out of your life? 


