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Samuel's Address To Israel 
 

THE BOTTOM LINE OF LIFE 
 

1 Samuel 12:1-25 
 

By Chris R. Losey 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Have you ever seen someone succeed and become proud in their success?  I'll never forget 
seeing the boxer, Mohammed Ali, win a fight and proceed to chant, "I am the greatest!  I am 
the greatest!  I am the greatest!"  Indeed at that moment he was the heavyweight champion of 
the world, but his response to victory led many folks to question his humility. 
 
I also remember listening to my radio one day while driving in my car.  Walter Payton, the 
famous running back for the Chicago Bears, had just broken another National Football League 
rushing record and was being interviewed by a radio talk-show host.  The conversation went 
something like the following.  
 
Commentator, "Walter now that you have broken yet another rushing record and rank among 
the greatest backs of all-time, to what do you attribute your success?  Is it your natural ability, 
coaching, work ethic, or something else?" 
 
Walter Payton, "I am thankful for my natural ability, I have been blessed with outstanding 
coaches, and I have always worked hard, but I must say that I attribute my success to Jesus 
Christ..." 
 
When I heard his statement, my heart leapt with excitement.  Here was a man who knew and 
acknowledged God as the giver of every good thing.  Walter Payton viewed his own 
accomplishments with the proper perspective.  James 1:17 states, "Every good thing bestowed 
and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is 
no variation, or shifting shadow." 
 
That is not to say that we don't need to work hard and develop what God has given us, because 
we do!  But the fact remains, our speed, agility, frame, intelligence, coordination, and 
endurance are all gifts from God.  When we use these or any other gifts to achieve success, God 
should get the credit.  We must keep our eyes on Him. 
 
The last few weeks we have been working our way through the book of 1 Samuel.  Most 
recently in chapter 11 the nation with its new king, Saul, was confronted with an external threat 
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from Nahash's army of Ammonites.  When Saul heard the news, he took drastic measures.  He 
chopped up two oxen and sent the parts throughout the nation with the message for the 
people to come together to fight the enemy.  And come they did!  330,000 men met at the 
town of Bezek and launched a three-pronged attack early in the morning which completely 
obliterated the Ammonite army.  To celebrate victory the Jews went to Gilgal and reconfirmed 
Saul as king.  Chapter 11 ends with the words, "...and there Saul and all the men of Israel 
rejoiced greatly."  (See the map below.) 

 
As chapter 12 begins the tone has changed.  Instead of 
continuing the celebration, Samuel issues a sobering 
address.  He has a message the Jews must hear and obey if 
they are to succeed in the future.   
 
They have just had a great victory against the Ammonites, 
but Samuel knows their tendency will be to forget God and 
pat themselves on the back.  Success in the future will be 
directly proportional to the closeness of their walk with 
God.  If they look to their human king, become proud in 
victory, or complacent in their devotion to God, disaster 
will strike.  If, on the other hand, they fear God and serve 
Him alone, both the king and the nation will be blessed.  
The bottom line of the message may be summarized in one 
phrase DEVOTION TO GOD BRINGS CONTINUED BLESSING.   
 
As the chapter unfolds, six key areas will be addressed: 
 

 
I.   THE CONFIRMATION OF SAMUEL'S CREDIBILITY v1-5 
II.  THE CONFIRMATION OF GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS v6-12 
      AND THE JEWS SINFULNESS 
III. THE CONFIRMATION OF GOD'S PRINCIPLES v13-15 
IV. THE CONFIRMATION OF SAMUEL'S MESSAGE v16-18 
V.  THE CONFIRMATION OF GOD'S LOVE v19-24 
VI.  THE CONFIRMATION OF THE BOTTOM LINE v25 
 
Although this may sound complicated, it really is not.  And may I add, the message has volumes 
to teach us today.  Let's begin with: 
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I.  THE CONFIRMATION OF SAMUEL'S CREDIBILITY 
On the heels of their first victory with their new king, Samuel had an important message for the 
Jews.  In order to grab the people's attention, Samuel spent time confirming his own credibility.  
Listen to verses 1-5. 
 

1  Then Samuel said to all Israel, "Behold, I have listened to your voice in all that you said 
to me, and I have appointed a king over you.  2  And now here is the king walking before 
you, but I am old and gray, and behold my sons are with you.  And I have walked before 
you from my youth even to this day.  3  Here I am; bear witness against me before the 
Lord and His anointed.  Whose ox have I taken or whose donkey have I taken or whom 
have I defrauded?  Whom have I oppressed, or from whose hand have I taken a bribe to 
blind my eyes with it?  I will restore it to you."  4  And they said, "You have not 
defrauded us, or oppressed us, or taken anything from any man's hand."  5  And he said 
to them, "The Lord is witness against you, and His anointed is witness this day that you 
have found nothing in my hand."  And they said, "He is witness." 

 
What is going one in these verses?  Samuel is challenging the people to point out fault in his 
personal character.  Sure, the people could say that he raised some renegade children.  
Samuel's sons, Joel and Abijah, were a disgrace to the priesthood, but in his own personal life, 
Samuel had done well.  He had never taken advantage of his position of authority.  He had not 
stolen any property.  He had not defrauded anyone.  He had not oppressed anyone nor ever 
accepted a bribe.  Would to God that we had more leaders today who had the personal 
character of Samuel.  Samuel could learn much in the area of parenting but he was a man of 
character.   
 
May I inject a thought?  In life, it is so important to finish well.  Many folks start with a bang but 
go out with a fizzle.  God is looking for consistent people who will not compromise godly 
standards no matter what level of authority they achieve.  That is not to say that any of us will 
be perfect this side of heaven, but the question is, "What is the pattern of a our lives, 
faithfulness or faithlessness?"  In Psalm 25:21 David said, "Let integrity and uprightness 
preserve me, for I wait for Thee."  Oh, God, help us be men and women of integrity.  For 
integrity and righteousness will preserve our lives. 
 
Why was integrity so important to Samuel?  Not only had integrity preserved his life, but it 
earned him a high level of credibility.  By confirming his integrity, he confirmed his credibility.  
He was thus a man who not only walked with God, but could be trusted to talk for God. 
 
I am much more inclined to believe a man with a track record of honesty than a history of 
deceit.  Samuel had an admirable track record.  He needed this high level of integrity in order to 
address the people and have them listen.  This now brings us to: 
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II.  THE CONFIRMATION OF GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS  AND THE JEWS SINFULNESS 
What Samuel had to say was not going to be popular, but needed to be said.  God's truth is 
needed in our day, too.  Listen to verses 6 and 7 as Samuel introduces this section of his 
address, “6  Then Samuel said to the people, "It is the Lord who appointed Moses and Aaron 
and who brought your fathers up from the land of Egypt.  7 So now, take your stand, that I may 
plead with you before the Lord concerning all the righteous acts of the Lord which He did for 
you and your fathers”. 
 
Here Saul reminds the Jews of God's great mercy in sending Moses and Aaron to Egypt to bring 
the nation out of bondage.  Every Jewish person knew this story.  Samuel goes on to plead with 
the Jews to listen as he summarizes more of God's righteous acts.  As God's righteousness is 
remembered, so is the faithlessness of the people.  Listen to verses 8-11, 
 

8  When Jacob went into Egypt and your fathers cried out to the Lord, then the Lord sent 
Moses and Aaron who brought your fathers out of Egypt and settled them in this place.  
9  But they forgot the Lord their God, so He sold them into the hand of Sisera, captain of 
the army of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines and into the hand of the king of 
Moab, and they fought against them.  10  And they cried out to the Lord and said, "We 
have sinned because we have forsaken the Lord and have served the Baals and the 
Ashtaroth; but now deliver us from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve Thee."  
11  Then the Lord sent Jerubbaal and Bedan (Barak) and Jephthah and Samuel, and 
delivered you from the hands of your enemies all around, so that you lived in security.    

 
In these verses Samuel recounts God's righteous acts on the Jew's behalf.  Even though they 
continually strayed, God rescued them when they cried out to Him.  Let me review what might 
be called the cycle of deliverance and judgment.  Do you see it in these verses?  It can be 
summarized in five words.  The first word is: 
 
1.  SECURITY - The people lived in security when God brought them out of Egypt and settled 
them in the Promised Land. This is seen in verse 8, "When Jacob went into Egypt and your 
fathers cried out to the Lord, then the Lord sent Moses and Aaron who brought your fathers 
out of Egypt and settled them in this place."  God wanted the Jews to live in safety and security 
but it hinged on their willingness to follow Him.  If they stayed close, they would be secure.  If 
we wandered away, trouble would be right at the door.   
 
The second word in the deliverance-judgment cycle is: 
 
2.  FORGETTING - After living in security and serving the Lord, the people got sloppy in their 
devotion.  They began to trust themselves, serve other gods, and forget the one, true God.  This 
is addressed in verse 9, "But they forgot the Lord their God..."  This led to the third step in the 
cycle:  
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3.  JUDGMENT - Judgment refers to what happened when the Jews forgot and forsook God.  He 
eventually removed His hand of blessing and let them have what they deserved, judgment.  
This is  referred to in the rest of verse 9, "...so He sold them into the hand of Sisera, captain of 
the army of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines and into the hand of the king of Moab, 
and they fought against them."  This led to the fourth step in the cycle: 
 
4.  REPENTANCE - After living for a while in bondage to other nations, the people finally realized 
that they had caused their predicament through sinful behavior.  In their remorse they 
repented.  This is referred to in verse 10, "And they cried out to the Lord and said, 'We have 
sinned because we have forsaken the Lord and have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth; but 
now deliver us from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve Thee.'"  Repentance then led 
to:  
 
5.  DELIVERANCE - After the people cried out to God in sincerity, He delivered them from the 
hand of their enemies.  Verse 11 speaks of this deliverance, "Then the Lord sent Jerubbaal and 
Bedan (Barak) and Jephthah and Samuel, and delivered you from the hands of your enemies all 
around, so that you lived in SECURITY."  Deliverance led right back to security and the cycle 
started all over again.  It might be illustrated as a curve. 
 
 
SECURITY         DELIVERANCE   SECURITY   DELIVERANCE        
 
 FORGETTING CONFESSION   FORGETTING CONFESSION 
     
  JUDGMENT     JUDGMENT 
 
 
Unfortunately this cycle of deliverance and judgment was the norm for the Jewish people.  They 
seemed to have short memories.  When God blessed them and brought security and safety, it 
wasn't long before they forgot Him and began doing their own thing.  Samuel pleaded with the 
people, not to let this happen again.  In the book of Judges, the Jews went through the cycle 
numerous times. 
 
But why would the Jews be so stubborn and turn away from God?  Before we cast stones at 
them, consider ourselves.  How many of us are guilty of taking God for granted?  All of us have 
done it at one time or another!  How many of us have committed presumptuous sin?  In other 
words, we knew something was wrong but did it anyway.  Again, all of us have done this.  And 
how many of us have suffered harm because of our ungodly choices?  All of us.  And I'm sure 
that we know folks who have walked away from God and had their lives ruined?  Perhaps it has 
even been your story.  Except for the grace of God, there go any of us!   
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Yes, the Jews were stubborn, but so are we.  God wants us all in that place of security and 
blessing but it depends on our devotion to Him.  
 
But where was Samuel leading with all of this?  He was about to hit the Jews of his day right 
between the eyes with their own hardness of heart.  Listen to verses 12 and 13,”12  When you 
saw that Nahash the king of the sons of Ammon came against you, you said to me, "No, but a 
king shall reign over us," although the Lord your God was your king.  13  Now therefore, here is 
the king whom you have chosen, whom you have asked for, and behold, the Lord has set a king 
over you.” 
 
Boom, Samuel delivered the reality punch.  The Jews were no different than their forefathers.  
God had been good to them, they had lived in security, and now they had forsaken Him by 
asking for an earthly king.  At this point I'm sure all eyes dropped in shame.  Samuel hit the nail 
on the head! 
 
Samuel had established his own credibility, God's righteousness and the people's sinfulness.  He 
had their attention and was now ready to confirm one of God's most important principles.    
 
III. THE CONFIRMATION OF GOD'S PRINCIPLES 
What principle was Samuel going to confirm?  The principle of NATIONAL BLESSING.  In other 
words, Samuel was going to tell the Jews what it would take to have God's hand of blessing on 
their nation continually.  It was the age-old principle of sowing and reaping.  Listen to verses 14 
and 15. 
 

14  If you will fear the Lord and serve Him, and listen to His voice and not rebel against 
the command of the Lord, then both you and also the king who reigns over you will 
follow the Lord your God.  15  And if you will not listen to the voice of the Lord, but rebel 
against the command of the Lord, then the hand of the Lord will be against you, as it 
was against your fathers. 

 
To maintain national blessing the Jews needed to do four things: 
 
 FEAR THE LORD 
 SERVE THE LORD 
 LISTEN TO THE LORD 
 and NOT  REBEL AGAINST THE LORD 
 
These four deal with a person's attitude toward God (fear), his actions for God (serve), his 
personal relationship with God (listen), and his obedience to God (do not rebel against the 
command of the Lord). 
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These principles also apply today.  Each person needs to fear, serve, listen, and not rebel 
against the Lord.  How are you doing?  How am I doing?  These four steps are not only the key 
to national blessing, but also personal blessing. 
 
Samuel goes on to say that if people do not do these things, then God's hand will be against 
them. In other words, the people had a choice to make. They could either follow or not follow 
God.  In a sense they determined their own destiny.  If they chose to follow God, they would be 
blessed. If they chose to walk away, they would be judged.  The same choice is ours today.  Not 
only is our nation teetering on the brink of God's judgment, but many personal lives are 
teetering as well.  People toy with sin and think God doesn't notice.  He does, and His judgment 
will come if we don't repent. 
 
This principle of national blessing is consistent with God's character.  He is a loving God and 
wants to bless folks, but He is also a holy God who hates sin and will judge it.  If we want His 
blessing we must choose to live by His standards.  The first step in making this a reality, is for 
each person to be born again.  It is impossible to live by God's standards without the power of 
the Holy Spirit living within. And the Holy Spirit only comes to live in those who have repented 
of their sin and asked Jesus to become their Lord and Savior.  Have you made this destiny-
changing decision?  If not, you can do it today.  Simply bow your head and tell God that you are 
sorry for your sin, turn from it, and ask Him to come into your life to take control... 
 
God's principle of national blessing sounds much like His principle of sowing and reaping in 
Galatians 6:7, "Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will 
also reap."  If we sow “fear of God, service to God, listening to God and obedience to God,” we 
will reap blessing.  If we sow rebellion, we will reap judgment. 
 
Isn't this the bottom line of life?  Isn't this the message we all need to hear and obey every day?  
The answer is YES to both questions!  Would that this principle would be seared into our minds 
and hearts, and renewed every day!  Many of us are at the place of SECURITY in the cycle of 
deliverance and judgment.  If we want to stay at that place, we must not FORGET God! 
 
This brings us to the next portion of the message 
 
IV. THE CONFIRMATION OF SAMUEL'S MESSAGE 
Because Samuel's message was such a heavy one, he needed to confirm it in the minds and 
hearts of the people.  Listen to how this was done in verses 16-18 : 
 

16  "Even now, take your stand and see this great thing which the Lord will do before 
your eyes.  17  Is it not the wheat harvest today?  I will call to the Lord, that He may send 
thunder and rain.  Then you will know and see that your wickedness is great which you 
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have done in the sight of the Lord by asking for yourselves a king."  18  So Samuel called 
to the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day; and all the people greatly 
feared the Lord and Samuel. 

 
To confirm his message, Samuel asked God to send thunder and rain.  Thunder and rain were 
extremely rare in early summer at the time of wheat harvest.  When the people saw Samuel's 
prediction come true, they knew his message was from God.  Great fear for God and Samuel 
gripped the Jew's hearts.  Listen to their response in verse 19, "Then all the people said to 
Samuel 'Pray for your servants to the Lord your God, so that we may not die, for we have added 
to all our sins this evil by asking for ourselves a king.'"   
 
Not only did Samuel get the people's attention, he got them to recognize their sin.  This is the 
point where God wants us all.  When we recognize our sinfulness and His greatness, God can 
work in our hearts.  Unfortunately, the people asked Samuel to, "Pray for your servants to the 
Lord YOUR God..."  Notice that they did not say, "Pray for your servants to the Lord OUR God."  
At that point, because of their sin, the people felt estranged and wanted Samuel to talk to God 
on their behalf.  They should have also prayed for themselves. 
 
If you know God but have strayed from Him, don't be afraid to pray directly to Him.  He wants 
to hear from you! 
 
This brings us to the fifth major area of the message: 
 
 V.  THE CONFIRMATION OF GOD'S LOVE 
Yes, God is Holy and wants obedience, but He is also loving and wants to pour out His blessing.  
These two, obedience and blessing, are inseparably linked.  No obedience, no blessing.  Some 
obedience, some blessing.  Great obedience, great blessing. 
 
As the people shook in their boots, Samuel assured them of God's great love and devotion.  
Listen to verses 20-22: 
 

20  And Samuel said to the people, "Do not fear.  You have committed all this evil, yet do 
not turn aside from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart.  21 And 
you must not turn aside, for then you would go after futile things which can not profit or 
deliver, because they are futile.  22  For the Lord will not abandon His people on account 
of His great name, because the Lord has been pleased to make you a people for Himself.   

 
It is interesting that Samuel had just told the people to fear God and now tells them not to fear.  
Is this a contradiction?  No.  In the second instance he tells them not to fear their situation.  
They still need to fear God.  In essence Samuel says, "Yes, people, you messed up.  Yes, God is 
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disappointed.  But you can have a fresh start.  Put your past sinful ways behind you and begin 
again serving God with all your heart."  
 
When some folks sin against God, they want to throw in the towel and quit.  This is what Satan 
wants.  He tries to convince folks who have sinned in the past, that there is no hope for the 
future.  If he can get them to believe this lie, they will give up.  If they give up, he has them right 
where he wants them.  Don't believe the lie!  There is always hope in God.  1 John 1:9 states, "If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." 
 
Samuel tells the people that they have sinned, but not to give up.  God loves them, will accept 
them back, and will bless them if they stay true.   Samuel also assures the people that God will 
not abandon them on account of His great name, because He has made them a people for 
Himself.  What an incredible promise!  
 
Samuel then goes on in verses 23 and 24 to assure the people of his own love and prayers, “23  
Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for 
you; but I will instruct you in the good and right way.  24  Only fear the Lord and serve Him in 
truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you." 
 
Samuel would not cease praying for the people and instructing them in the good and right way.  
Their responsibility would be to take that instruction and live it.   
 
I love the last phrase of verse 24, "...for consider what great things He has done for you." 
Samuel is telling the people not only to serve God our of fear but to serve Him out of love, 
because of all the great things He has done for them.   
 
This brings us to the last verse of the chapter containing the capstone of the message: 
 
VI.  THE CONFIRMATION OF THE BOTTOM LINE v25 
Verse 25 sums up the BOTTOM LINE of what Samuel has said to the people.  If they had not 
heard anything else, they needed to hear this!  "But if you still do wickedly, both you and your 
king shall be swept away." 
 
It all boils down to this, will the people choose to follow God or their own selfish ways?  If they 
choose to serve God, they will prosper.  If they choose to do wickedly, both they and their king 
will be swept away.  No human king could save the Jews.  Even with a human king, it was still 
God who would save or judge them.  It was their choice. 
 
The choice is no different today.  Will you serve God and receive His blessing, or serve yourself 
and receive God's judgment?  The choice is one we each must make. 
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Do you remember the words of Joshua near the end of the his book?  In chapter 24:14,15 
Joshua addressed the people of his day with the very same message that Samuel told the 
people of his day.  It is the message we need to hear today as well.  Listen to Joshua's words, 
 

14  Now, therefore, fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the 
gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.  15  
And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today 
whom you will serve:  whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond 
the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my 
house, WE WILL SERVE THE LORD! 

 
This is the choice that each of us is faced with every day, to serve God or something else. 
I hope we will choose the Lord!  We'll be glad we did!    AMEN 


