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PREPARATION FOR SERVICE, Part 2 
 

or 
 

Getting Folks Involved In Ministry 
 

By Chris R. Losey 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Sometimes it is incredible what it takes to get folks involved in ministry!  
Some people fight God tooth and nail, not wanting to serve.   
 
In the case of the ministry of the king of Israel, God chose Saul.  That 
was the easy part.  To actually get Saul to serve was another story.   
 
In order for Saul to serve successfully, Samuel, Saul and the people 
needed to be convinced that Saul was God's choice.  The convincing of 
Samuel took place in 1 Samuel 9.  God simply told Samuel that Saul was 
His choice.  Samuel did not balk at this revelation, he accepted it.  
Convincing Saul and the people was much more difficult.  Although 
Samuel had hinted to Saul in chapter nine that he was to be king, 
chapter ten actually records how Saul was convinced.  Much can be 
learned about ministry today by looking closely at how God dealt with 
Saul. 
 
9:20.......Samuel hinted to Saul about the plan that he would be king 
10:1.......Samuel anointed Saul and told him clearly that he was to rule 
10:2-5....Samuel told Saul that various signs would happen to him 
10:6-8....Samuel told Saul that the Holy Spirit would come upon him  
10:9-10..All of the signs took place and the Holy Spirit came upon Saul 
10:20-22.Saul was chosen by lot 
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But even after all of this, Saul still was unsure about serving as King. 
 - He did not tell his uncle all that Saul had said 
 - He was hiding in the baggage 
 
As I read and studied this passage, I asked myself, "Why is it that people 
don't serve? 
 
1. A feeling of inadequacy 
In 1 Samuel 9:21 Saul had shared that he was from the smallest tribe of 
Israel... 
 
2.  A fear of failure 
What if I take this job and tube-out?  What if those I try to help reject 
me? 
 
3.  Wrong priorities 
I don't have time.  Let someone else do it. 
 
God did not save us to sit, He saved us to serve.  Serving Christ should 
be the most natural thing in the world.  Yes it may be a bit scary, but it 
is who you are.  For a Christian not to serve is like a doctor graduating 
from medical school only to sit in his house and never see a patient.  
There are people everywhere who need medical attention just as there 
are people everywhere who need spiritual attention. 
 
If you are a Christian, are you serving the body of Christ?  What is the 
ministry that God has called you to?   
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PRINCIPLES OF SERVICE 
 
In regard to serving the Lord, there are ten principles I want to share 
from the text. 
 
1.  It is good for leaders to recruit folks for ministry 
God had revealed to Samuel about Saul's ministry, before he revealed it 
to Saul.  Could this be the norm for ministry?  Perhaps.  I am going to do 
a lot more praying about who might get involved in certain ministries.  I 
encourage the head of every ministry to do the same.  Ask God to lay 
on your heart, who it might be that He has for the ministries you 
oversee.  Too often we sit back and wait for God to move hearts, when 
I believe that God wants to work through us to move hearts.  If God lays 
someone on your heart for a specific ministry, talk to that person.  So 
often people don't seem to respond to announcements from the pulpit 
or in the bulletin, but they do respond to personal invitation.  We must 
not approach just anyone about ministry, but only those that God lays 
on our hearts. 
 
2.  Don't look for signs 
Some people say, "If the pastor calls me in the first five minutes after I 
arrive home for church, I'll take that as a sign that I am to get involved.  
Otherwise, I'll know I don't need to serve."  This is foolishness.  1 
Corinthians 1:22 says that "Jews ask for signs..."  We don't need signs 
because we have the Word of God.  It is not a matter of IF a Christian 
should serve, it is a matter of WHERE!  The Word tells us that every 
Christian has been called to serve.  We are all part of the body of Christ.  
We all have been given spiritual gifts that God expects us to use.  
Christians should not ask God IF they should get involved, but they 
should ask WHERE He wants them to serve based on their gifts and 
abilities. 
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3.  Don't look for a special move of the Holy Spirit in your life before 
you serve 
Instead of looking for a certain sign, some Christians are looking for a 
special zap from the Holy Spirit.  This is unbiblical!  In Saul's day, the 
Holy Spirit did not permanently indwell people.  Instead, He came upon 
them from time to time.  Today, every believer has the Holy Spirit living 
within.  We must not look for a zap of the Spirit.  What we need to do, 
is get in tune with the Spirit and listen to His promptings and obey His 
leading.  There is no doubt that He wants every Christian to serve.  It is 
simply a matter of finding out where.  Start praying on a regular basis, 
seek wise counsel and the Spirit will show you.  Some Christians don't 
seek the Spirit's guidance because they really don't want to know.  If 
they knew where to serve then there would be no excuse for not 
serving. 
 
4.  God will meet your needs when you serve 
Do you remember what Saul was concerned about in regard to even 
going to see Samuel in the first place.  In 1 Samuel 9:7 Saul states to his 
servant, "But behold, if we go, what shall we bring the man?  For the 
bread is gone from our sack and there is not present to bring to the 
man of God.  What do we have."  Saul was worried that their bread was 
gone and that they had nothing to give the man of God.  Now look in 1 
Samuel 10:3,4 where Samuel revealed some of the signs that would 
happen to Saul.  In this instance, Saul would meet some men who had 
three kids, three loaves of bread and a jug of wine.  What was it that 
the men would give Saul?  They gave him bread.  If Saul was to follow 
Samuel's instructions, he would need to eat and God took care of that.  
There was not only bread enough for Saul, but also for Saul's servant.  
When we choose to do what God has called us to do, He will meet our 
needs.  Most folks are familiar with Matthew 6:33 which states, "But 
seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things shall 
be added to you."   
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5.  You may need to give up something when you serve 
Notice in 1 Samuel 10:3,4 that Saul was not to get any wine from the 
three men.  Didn't Saul also need something to drink?  Sure but not 
wine.  Proverbs 31:4,5 states, "It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for 
kings to drink wine, or for rulers to desire strong drink, v5 lest they 
drink and forget what is decreed, and pervert the rights of all they 
aflicted."  To be a king, meant that one had to give up wine.  Does that 
mean that no Christian can drink wine?  No!  That is a message for 
another day.  It does mean that those who serve in certain positions 
will be called on to make sacrifices and to give up certain things in order 
to serve.  Perhaps you bowling night is Wednesday, and yet you feel 
God calling you to work in youth ministry that meets on Wednesday.  
Are you willing to make the sacrifice for the good of the kingdom of 
God?  I hope so!  If God calls, we need to be willing to let go of 
whatever it is that could hinder the ministry. 
 
6.  The principle of ministry growth.   Ministry normally gets bigger 
with time. 
It is interesting to see what the signs in Saul's life would be.  Do you see 
how the number of folks he would encounter increased?  First he would 
meet two men 10:2.  Then he would meet three men 10:3.  Then he 
would meet a group of prophets 10:5.  Then he would eventually be 
faced with all the tribes of Israel 10:20. 
 
7.  Serving is a matter of obedience.  Don't hide in the baggage. 
Although Saul obeyed Samuel and went where he told him, he was still 
reluctant to serve when it came right down to it.  Saul was hiding in the 
baggage, 10:22  The baggage represented all the stuff that the people 
needed to survive day to day.  Isn't that what you pack in your luggage 
when you travel?  It is easy to hide in your day to day baggage.  People 
carry a lot of baggage around with them.  If you are hiding in your 
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baggage, come out and SERVE the living God.  Don't try to thwart His 
plans for you.  Be obedient.  Do it! 
 
8.  There are those who are counting on you 
1 Samuel 10:23-26 
Notice that after Samuel had revealed to the people that Saul was the 
king that most of the people came on board and shouted "Long live the 
king!"  Then there were those valiant men who followed Saul back to 
his home.  There will be those in ministry who will look up to you, count 
on you and follow you.  Be a good example! 
 
9.  There will be the naysayers – 1 Samuel 10:27 
Notice that the verse states that there were some men who said, “Jow 
can this one deliver us?” Then it says that they despised Saul. The fact 
is, there will always be some naysayers. If we believe them, nothing will 
ever get done. We need to listen to God, not to those who criticize us 
for no good reason. 
 
10.  Don't focus on the naysayers, focus on the ministry 10:27 
Notice at the end of verse 27 that Saul did not respond to the 
naysayers. Instead he remained quiet. There are times we shouldn’t 
even dignify negative comments about us. Instead we need to ignore 
them and focus on the ministry. 
 
CONCLUSION 
God wants you to serve.  What will it take to get you involved? 


