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PREPARATION FOR SERVICE, Part 1 
 

1 Samuel 9:15-27 
 

By Chris R. Losey 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The first half of 1 Samuel chapter nine, focuses on Saul's lineage, 
stature and character.  Lineage deals with a person's bloodline.  Saul 
did not have the greatest lineage.  He was from the small tribe of 
Benjamin. but lineage is not that important to God.   
 
Stature relates to a person's physical make-up.  Saul did have great 
stature, but I believe God chose a man with stature because that was 
the people's desire.  Stature is not that important to God.   
 
Character deals with the qualities of a person's life.  Unlike lineage and 
stature, which a person cannot choose, character is a choice.  Saul 
chose to be obedient, persistent, and sensitive.  He was willing to listen, 
give credit to others and to ask for advice.  Saul was a man of character.  
So far so good.   
 
But in order for Saul to become king, Samuel, Saul and the Jewish 
people had to be convinced that Saul was God's choice.  The second 
half of chapter nine and all of chapter ten reveal how God prepared 
Samuel, Saul and the people for Saul's reign as king.  We can learn 
much from this passage regarding how God prepares people for 
service.  As the passage unfolds, two key concepts arise:  the 
Sovereignty of God, and the Responsibility of Man.  We will investigate 
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both, and then see a number of other key principles regarding how God 
prepares people for service. 
 
THE  SOVEREIGNTY Of God 
THE RESPONSIBILITY Of Man 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES   
 
Let's begin with the: 
 
THE  SOVEREIGNTY Of God 
What does the word sovereignty mean?  Sovereignty means the 
undisputed right to make decisions and to act accordingly.  It means to 
be in total control.  When we speak of the sovereignty of God it means 
that God is in complete control.  He doesn't need to talk to anyone or 
get someone's permission to do something.  He does as He sees fits in 
line with His character.  Ephesians 1:11 speaks of God and states, 
"...who works all things after the counsel of His will."  Keep this in mind 
as we look at 1 Samuel 9 and see God's sovereignty in Saul's 
preparation for service.   
 
If you remember, Saul and his servant had been searching for some lost 
donkeys and had decided to go into a city to inquire of Samuel to see if 
he could help them find the animals.  Verse 14 states, "So they went up 
to the city.  As they came into the city, behold, Samuel was coming out 
toward them to go up to the high place." 
 
Listen now to verses 15 and 16,  
 

15 Now a day before Saul's coming, the Lord had revealed this to 
Samuel saying,16 "About this time tomorrow I will send you a man 
from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be prince 
over My people Israel; and he shall deliver My people from the 
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hand of the Philistines.  For I have regarded My people, because 
their cry has come to Me." 

 
So you see God's sovereignty in this preparation process?  His 
sovereignty is revealed in at least four ways.   
 
1.  God's sovereignty in choosing the person 
No one told God to choose Saul.  Yes, the people had asked for a king 
and God granted their request but He chose the person He wanted.  He 
does the same today.  Each Christian has not only been chosen for 
salvation, but each one has been chosen to serve.  If you are a 
Christian, are you serving or looking for that place of service?  God in 
His sovereignty has chosen you.  1 Peter 2:9 states,  
 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light... 

 
Not only is Go sovereign in choosing people, He is sovereign in choosing 
the timing. 
 
2. God's sovereignty in the timing 
Notice God's incredible timing.  Verse 15 states, "Now a day before 
Saul's coming, the Lord had revealed this to Samuel..."  God had 
orchestrated Saul's coming to the city and had even told Samuel the 
day before.  Verse 16 states "tomorrow I will send you a man from the 
land of Benjamin..."  To us we may think that God is late in answering 
our prayers but in His sovereignty, He is always right on time.  Perhaps 
now is the time He is preparing you for ministry?  Some folks have the 
attitude, "Let someone else do it."  But this is not God's plan.  He has a 
place of service for each of us.  If you are not currently serving in some 
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capacity, I encourage you to seek the Lord to see if it is time for you to 
get involved. 
 
3.  God's sovereignty in the position of service 
God not only chose the person and the timing, He also chose the 
position.  Listen again to verse 16, "About this time tomorrow I will 
send you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to 
be prince over My people Israel..."  The Hebrew word for prince, nagid, 
can also be translated ruler or leader.  Ruling and leading was the 
function of the king.  Saul was to be the ruler of the nation.  He was to 
be king.   
 
Just as God chose Saul for a certain position of service, so, too, He 
chooses people today.  No church can function with just a pastoral 
staff.  Even with multiple pastors on a staff, they cannot do all that 
needs to be done.  God's designed the church so that all Christians 
would get involved in service.  The old sayings hold true, "Many hands 
make light work."  "The success of any movement is in direct 
proportion to the number of people who are mobilized to action."  
Ephesians 4:12 states that God has given pastors to the church for the 
purpose of equipping the saints for the work of service.  In other words, 
it is the saints (the Christians) who also do the work of service alongside 
the pastors.  When every saint is plugged into ministry, the church is 
healthy and running well.  When even one saint decides not to take 
part in the ministry, the body begins to become crippled.  When many 
Christians in a church do not serve, the body becomes even more 
crippled. 
 
God has sovereignly chosen people for certain positions.  It is a matter 
of people being obedient and filling those positions.  What position are 
you filling today?  If you are involved, I applaud you.  If not, I encourage 
you to find that position of service that God has ordained for you. 
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In addition, God is not only sovereign in the position to be filled, but 
also the task to be done. 
 
4.  God's sovereignty in the task 
God had a task that He wanted Saul to complete.  Listen to the middle 
part of verse 16, "and you shall anoint him to be prince over My people 
Israel; and he shall deliver My people from the hand of the Philistines."  
God had not chosen Saul to simply fill a position, but to fulfill a specific 
task.   
 
Some folks get into ministry and are given a position and say, "Great, 
now I'm doing what God wants.  But ministry is more than having a 
position, it is doing a ministry.  God wants people in ministry for the 
purpose of changing lives.  I can think back to any number of folks who 
touched my life by their ministry.  And their ministries were not 
necessarily ones that people would “ooh and awe” about.  They were 
simply faithful to serve God where He had called them.  There was a 
task to be done and they did it.  Every ministry done in God's name is 
important.  From the nursery to the pulpit, God needs people who are 
willing to serve.  Again, if you are serving and fulfilling the ministry God 
has given you, great!  If not, there is no time like the present to get 
started. 
 
God is sovereign in calling specific people, at specific times, to specific 
positions for specific tasks.  If you are a Christian He has called you.  Are 
you listening? 
 
But not only is God sovereign, man is responsible.  This is where the 
mystery comes in.  God has chosen to include us in His plan.  Yes, He is 
sovereign in His choosing, but He has made us responsible in the 
process.  It is like the dilemma between God's choosing people to be 
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saved and our sharing the gospel.  There was a time in church history 
when people said, "If God has chosen who is to be saved then we don't 
need to send missionaries or talk to people about Christ.  If God is 
sovereign, He will bring people to Himself.   
 
This is faulty thinking.  Yes, God is sovereign in His choosing, but He has 
called us to tell others about Jesus.  How does all of this fit together?  It 
is a mystery that has been debated since the beginning of the church.  I 
believe with all my heart that God is sovereign in calling people to 
Himself, but I also know that He has called me to go and tell folks the 
good news.  My position is this; I don't worry about who God has called, 
I just do my part of telling people about Christ and let God sort it all 
out.  We should take the same position regarding preparation for 
service.  As we look in the text, you'll see what I mean.  Man is 
responsible for certain things. 
 
THE RESPONSIBILITY Of Man 
Man has his role in this preparation process.  Listen to the end of verse 
16, "...and he shall deliver My people from the hand of the Philistines.  
For I have regarded My poeple, because their cry has come to Me."  
Man's first responsibility is: 
 
1.  To pray 
God had responded to the prayers of His people.  We, too, need to 
pray.  If there are ministry positions to be filled, we need to ask God to 
fill them.  If we are looking for folks to help in our area of ministry, we 
need to be on our knees before God.  Even though He is sovereign, our 
prayers have an impact. 
 
We are also responsible: 
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2.  To listen to God's promptings v17-18. 
Samuel listened to what God said about Saul.  Samuel knew that the 
Messiah would eventually come through the tribe of Judah and that 
Saul did not fit this bill, but Samuel accepted the fact that Saul was 
God's choice for king at the present time.  Saul did not fight God, but 
listened to Him.  We, too, must listen to God's promptings.  Sometimes 
God reveals to others about what He wants for us.  If someone comes 
to you and says, "I think you would do well in this ministry," don't brush 
them off.  God may be working through them.  In this regard we are 
also responsible: 
 
3.  To help others find their ministry v19 
Samuel listened to God and invited Saul to dine with him.  He was going 
to help Saul discover his calling.  He was going to help him find his 
ministry. 
 
Perhaps you are in charge of a ministry and need help.  Perhaps God 
has laid someone on your heart to ask to be involved.  Don't hesitate, 
ask! 
 
4.  To listen to others who say, "You should try this ministry" 
The flip side of this is to listen to others who God may be using to help 
you find your place of ministry.  The nominating committee 
recommends folks.  Search committees... 
 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES  
Here are some general principles regarding finding our place of service. 
 
1.  We will find what God has for us when we are seeking Him v18 
Saul sought the seer. 
 
2.  There is unexpected blessing attached with service  v19, 22-24 
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3.  When we step out in obedience God will bring together other areas 
of our lives v20a 
When Saul looked to the Lord, the donkeys were found. 
 
4.  We may feel that we are inadequate for ministry but that should 
not stop us  v21-24 
Saul felt inadequate but he did not turn away. 
 
5.  Ministry must not be a prideful thing  v25-27 
The servant was sent away.  This ministry was not something that Saul 
wanted anyone to gloat over.   
 
 
CONCLUSION 
Of the three: Samuel, Saul and the people, who had God prepared so 
far?  Samuel was convinced and Saul was beginning to be convinced.  
The people had gotten a glimpse of what was going on but still needed 
to be convinced.  We'll learn more about that next time. 
 
 
 
 


