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THE PERSON GOD CHOOSES 
THE PERSON GOD USES... 

 
1 Sam 9:1-14 

 
By Chris Losey 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The message in chapter 1 Samuel 8 was entitled, "Be Careful What You 
Ask For, You May Get It."  The Jews asked for a king, and in essence 
were rejecting God by asking for a human king.  Through Samuel, God 
warned them what having a king would mean, but they rejected the 
warning.  Chapter 9 then brings us to God's choice of a king for the 
nation.  The question arises, "What kind of king would God choose?  
Would He give the Jews what they deserved, or would He seek a king 
who would rule them in a godly way?   
 
As we explore chapter 9 we see the type of man God choose to be king 
for the nation. In God's choice we can learn much about what is 
important to God.   
 
As we begin I want to touch on three important concepts: 
 
LINEAGE – This involves a person's blood line, descendants, and 
ancestors.  Lineage is something that we are all stuck with.  We can't 
change it.  Regarding LINEAGE what do you think the Jews want 
regarding a king?  They wanted a person from one of the big important 
tribes like Judah.  In the text we'll see God's choice. 
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STATURE – This involves a person’s physical make-up like height, weight 
and general appearance.  A person cannot really change his stature 
other than to stay fit and keep clean.  Stature is God-given.  
 
CHARACTER – This involves a person's behavior.  Is the person honest, 
hard-working, and kind?  Character is not God-given, it is all about 
choices.  Of the three: LINEAGE, STATURE and CHARACTER, character is 
the only one that involves choice.   
 
Which of these three concepts: lineage, stature, and character, do you 
believe was most important to God in choosing a king?  Character was 
most important!  As we look at the passage, notice how much attention 
is given to each of these concepts, and you will see that a person's 
CHARACTER is of primary concern to God.  If character is of primary 
concern to God, it should be of primary concern to us as well! 
 
Let's begin then in 1 Samuel 9:1, “Now there was a man of Benjamin 
whose name was Kish the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of 
Becorath, the son of Aphiah, the son of a Benjamite, a mighty man of 
valor.”  What is this verse referring to; LINEAGE, STATURE or 
CHARACTER?  It is referring to Lineage!   
 
God was choosing a king from the tribe of Benjamin.  In the book of 
Judges chapters nineteen to twenty-one, the tribe of Benjamin was 
almost wiped out.  Benjamin was not one of the great tribes.  It was a 
tribe that carried a certain amount of shame.  It was one of the 
smallest, if not the smallest tribe.   
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The important fact was that the tribe of Benjamin was part of the 
family.  They were part of the nation of Israel.  Why didn’t it really 
matter what tribe the new king was from? It didn’t matter because the 
most important thing would be whether or not he was a man of 
character. 
 
Who does God use today?  He uses Christians.  Those who are part of 
the family.  It doesn't matter your lineage, or the shame of your past.  If 
you are part of the family, you are forgiven and fit for use by the King. 
 
Listen now to 1 Samuel 9:2, “And he had a son whose name was Saul, a 
choice and handsome man, and there was not a more handsome 
person than he among the sons of Israel; from his shoulders and up he 
was taller than any of the people.”  
 
Does this verse deal with LINEAGE, STATURE or CHARACTER?  It deals 
with stature! 
 
Why would God choose such a good-looking person to be the king?  I 
believe He did it because it was what the people in their rebellious 
state could relate to.  God uses all people, short, tall, white black, thin, 
heavy, handsome, plain.  But He chose Saul because the people could 
hold him up on a pedestal and be proud of their handsome, sturdy, 
king.  
 
Let's now move to the most important area, CHARACTER.  The world 
places a lot of value on the unchangeables: LINEAGE and STATURE, but 
God puts value on CHARACTER.  Why?  Because character is what really 
matters. How is a person's character seen?  It is revealed most clearly in 
adversity.  If you really want to see what a person is made of, watch 
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carefully how the person operates in tough situations.  Do they have 
patience?  Are they kind or do they fall apart and cast character to the 
wind? 
 
If a young man asks me if he should marry a certain young woman, one 
of the things I tell him is to go with her camping (in a group).  See how 
she handles hard ground, no heater, dirt, discomfort, an outhouse... If 
she perseveres with a good attitude, she may be the one. If she 
complains the whole time, you likely don’t want her as your wife. I’ll 
never forget a divorced young man in the singles group at church. He 
actually took the woman he was planning to marry on a campout with 
friends. She changed from being a sweet, beautiful woman into a 
complainer. He was a bit surprised that she couldn’t stand the 
outdoors. He decided to marry her, but within a year they were 
divorced because he soon learned that any difficulty put her in 
complain-mode making their marriage a living hell, and she soon 
divorced him. 
 
The character of Saul was tested through adversity.  Listen to verse 1 
Samuel 9:3,4:  
 

“3 Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, were lost. So Kish said 
to his son Saul, ‘Take now with you one of the servants, and arise, 
go search for the donkeys.’ 4 And he passed through the hill 
country of Ephraim and passed through the land of Shalishah, but 
they did not find them. Then they passed through the land of 
Shaalim, but they were not there. Then he passed through the 
land of the Benjamites, but they did not find them.” 
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Saul was faced with hardship, but good character shinned through. 
Here are the areas of character that became apparent in Saul’s life. 
 
OBEDIENCE TO AUTHORITY 
The first quality Saul exhibited was obedience to authority.  He knew 
how to submit to authority.  He listened to his father and did what his 
father asked him to do.  He could have complained or said, "Send the 
servants to find the donkeys! I’m not going.”  But Saul did not say that. 
Instead he obeyed his faither.  His father spoke and he responded in a 
very good way. 
 
I believe that God honors obedience to authority.  Before a person can 
lead effectively, he needs to know how to follow. 
 
But there is another quality revealed in verses 3 and 4: 
 
PERSISTENCE 
Verse four says that:  
 

And he passed through the hill country of Ephraim and passed 
through the land of Shalishah, but they did not find them. Then 
they passed through the land of Shaalim, but they were not there. 
Then he passed through the land of the Benjamites, but they did 
not find them. 

 
Saul was a man who did not give up easily.  He was not easily 
discouraged.  He did not quit.  Too many people today are willing to 
throw in the towel when things get tough.  Don't do it.  God is pleased 
when we show persistence. Such staying-power is admirable. 
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DEPENDABLE 
Saul also was dependable. His father gave Saul task of finding the 
donkeys because he knew he could count on Saul.  Also, one key 
ingredient in dependability is not always needing supervision.  A 
dependable person is one you don't have to ride herd on.  You don't 
have to constantly remind them of what it is they are supposed to be 
doing.  They don’t need someone always looking over their shoulder.  A 
dependable person gets a task and does it.  Saul was out on his own.  
He did what needed to be done.  Oh, how I love dependable people in 
ministry! 
 
SENSITIVE 
Saul was also sensitive. Listen to verse five,  “When they came to the 
land of Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was with him, ‘Come, and let 
us return, lest my father cease to be concerned about the donkeys and 
become anxious for us.’”  
 
Being sensitive to the feelings of others is a good thing.  
Hypersensitivity is not. Saul displayed the former.  
 
WISE 
Saul also displayed wisdom. He saw that people were more important 
than animals.  He was more concerned about his father's feelings than 
the safety of the donkeys.  Not that the donkeys weren't important, but 
he had a right perspective.  In today's society this is all turned around.  
Save the spotted tree frog but don’t save a baby. Someone put it this 
way, “Be a hero, save a whale. Save a baby, go to jail.” 
 
SENSIBLE 
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Saul was also sensible. He knew when it was time to try something 
new.  They had gone a very long way with no success in finding the 
donkeys, and now it was important to head back home even though the 
mission had not been successful. 
 
VALUES INPUT FROM OTHERS AND WILLING TO TAKE ADVICE 
In addition, Saul was willing to listen to input from others. He listened 
to his servant. Verses six through nine state, 
 

And he (Saul’s servant) said to him, “Behold now, there is a man 
of God in this city, and the man is held in honor; all that he says 
surely comes true. Now let us go there, perhaps he can tell us 
about our journey on which we have set out.” 7Then Saul said to 
his servant, ‘But behold, if we go, what shall we bring the man? 
For the bread is gone from our sack and there is no present to 
bring to the man of God. What do we have?’”8 And the servant 
answered Saul again and said, “Behold, I have in my hand a fourth 
of a shekel of silver; I will give it to the man of God and he will tell 
us our way.” 9 (Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of 
God, he used to say, “Come, and let us go to the seer”; for he who 
is called a prophet now was formerly called a seer.)  

 
Saul listened to his servant, and actually adopted his suggestion. He 
didn’t get all prideful because the idea was someone else’s. Saul simply 
evaluated the suggestion and said, “Great idea, let’s do it.” 
 
WILLING TO GIVE CREDIT TO OTHERS  
In addition to taking advice, Saul was willing to give credit to others for 
their good ideas. Listen to verse ten, “Then Saul said to his servant, 
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“Well said; come, let us go.” So they went to the city where the man of 
God was.” 
 
WILLING TO ASK FOR HELP 
Saul was also willing to ask for help. Listen to verses eleven through 
fourteen, 
 

11 As they went up the slope to the city, they found young women 
going out to draw water, and said to them, “Is the seer here?” 12 
And they answered them and said, “He is; see, he is ahead of you. 
Hurry now, for he has come into the city today, for the people 
have a sacrifice on the high place today. 13 “As soon as you enter 
the city you will find him before he goes up to the high place to 
eat, for the people will not eat until he comes, because he must 
bless the sacrifice; afterward those who are invited will eat. Now 
therefore, go up for you will find him at once.” 14 So they went up 
to the city. As they came into the city, behold, Samuel was coming 
out toward them to go up to the high place. 

 
Rare is the man who will stop and ask for directions. Saul was such a 
man. 
 
CONCLUSION 
In a person’s life, what do you see as important?  LINEAGE, STATURE or 
CHARACTER. Character is key! Saul had character and started well. 
Starting well is important.  Finishing well is also important.  To finish 
well, a person must not compromise his character.  That is the danger 
for all of us.  Our successes can turn to failure in a second if we 
abandon character. Unfortunately, this eventually happened to Saul. 
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We will see this in subsequent messages. Don’t let abandoning 
character happen to you. We must never forget that character counts!  
Christ is the one who can build character in us.  Stay close to Him and 
your character will remain strong. 


