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TRYING TO GET RIGHT WITH A HOLY GOD 
1 Samuel 6:1-21 
By Chris R. Losey 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
If you are a Christian, do you remember how you felt when you asked 
Jesus into your life?  I can remember hearing the salvation message for 
the first time. It convicted me deep in my heart.  I knew I had a decision 
to make but was a bit afraid to make it.  When I finally asked Christ in, I 
felt clean, like a weight had been lifted off of my shoulders. It was 
amazing! 
 
What would you say to a person who wanted to get right with God, but 
didn't know how?  Would you tell him to be good?  Would you tell her 
to give money to the church?  Would you tell them to do some 
courageous deed to win God's approval?  No!  You would tell them to 
surrender their life to Christ, to ask Jesus to forgive their sin and come 
into their life to be Lord and Savior.  That is the only way to get right 
with God. 
 
Are you right with God today?  If you stood before Him and He asked 
you why you should be allowed to enter heaven, what would you say?  
Hopefully you would be able to say that you have given your life to 
Christ and it is on the merit of Jesus’ death on the cross and your 
subsequent acceptance of Him that you should be allowed to enter. 
 
Today we are going to look at a passage where people desperately try 
to get right with God.  Please turn in your Bibles to 1 Samuel 6.  If you 
remember, in 1 Samuel 5 the Philistines captured the Ark of the 
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Covenant and took it into their cities.  The ark was the chest-like 
container about four feet long, two feet wide and two feet high.  It was 
overlaid with pure Gold and represented God's presence with His 
people.   Inside the ark were the Ten Commandments (Exodus 25).  Not 
long after bringing the ark into their cities the Philistines began to suffer 
severe problems.  Many people were stricken with tumors and the land 
was infested with mice.  To deal with the problem the ark was sent out 
of one city into the next but the move only caused the plagues to 
spread to the new cities.  Finally the Philistines had enough.  They 
wanted to get rid of the ark and the plagues it brought.  As 1 Samuel 6 
is explored, two main areas will be addressed: 
 
THE RECOGNITION OF SIN 
THE RESTITUTION FOR SIN 
 
Let's now see what can be learned from the passage about how to get 
right with a Holy God. 
 
THE RECOGNITION OF SIN 
Listen to verses one and two, “Now the ark of the Lord had been in the 
country of the Philistines seven months. And the Philistines called for 
the priests and the diviners, saying, ‘What shall we do with the ark of 
the Lord?  Tell us how we shall send it to its place.’" 
 
Notice that the ark had been in Philistine territory seven months.  
Seven is the number of completion in Scripture.  It took the Philistines 
that long to be convinced to do something serious about their sin.  It 
often takes folks today a long time, too.   
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In verse two the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners.  In 
their pagan religion they called upon their religious leaders to solve 
problems.  But back in chapter 5 verse 8 when they first sensed that the 
ark caused them problems, who did the Philistines consult?  They 
consulted their political leaders.  The politicians solution had been to 
stop the plagues by sending the ark to different cities.  After seven 
months of devastating results the religious leaders where finally called.  
Even though these religious leaders worshipped false god's at least the 
people realized that their problem needed a spiritual solution.   
 
It is interesting how blind many people are today.  There are numerous 
moral and physical plagues and problems in the world.  And who does 
the world consult?  Politicians.  People think that if somehow another 
program is started, things will get better.  If  more money is pumped 
into welfare, condom distribution, sex education or clean needle 
exchanges  the worlds problems can be solved.  The problem is, the 
more the politicians get involved, the bigger the problems become.  
The bottom line is, "Many of society's problems need spiritual 
solutions, not political ones."  At least the Philistines finally recognized 
this fact.  It took devastating physical conditions to bring the Philistines 
to their knees.  I wonder what it will take for our country to wake up?  
That is why Christians must get involved in politics.  If we allow only 
non-Christians to get into office, then we are forced to accept the 
pagan programs they implement.   
 
The Philistines recognized their sin.  They had offended God by taking 
His ark from its rightful place.  They wanted to return it so their land 
would be healed.  Unfortunately although they consulted religious 
leaders (their priests and diviners) these people represented false 
religion.  It is sad to say that many people today do the same.  More 
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and more it seems that people are seeking anything but true 
Christianity.  I believe this can be attributed to the activity of Satan 
where he blinds and deceives people.   
 
Let's now examine the advice of the false priests and diviners to see 
what solution they gave to solve the problem of the Philistines' sin.  
Although some of their advice had a bit of truth, much of it led the 
Philistines astray. 
  
THE RESTITUTION FOR SIN 
Listen to verse 3, “And they said, ‘If you send away the ark of the God 
of Israel, do not send it empty; but you shall surely return to Him a guilt 
offering.  Then you shall be healed and it shall be known to you why His 
hand is not removed from you.’” 
. 
1.  They (religious leaders) recognized that a price must be paid - 
GUILT  
The priests recognized that it takes some kind of offering or sacrifice to 
do away with the guilt of sin.  Verse 3 states,.."...but you shall surely 
return to Him a guilt offering.".. 
 
We know, too, that a price must be paid.  Heb 9:22 states "...without 
the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness." 
 
The Philistines then pressed for more information in verses 4 and 5,  
 

“4 Then they said, ‘What shall be the guilt offering which we shall 
return to Him?’  And they said, ‘Five golden tumors and five 
golden mice according to the number of the lords of the 
Philistines, for one plague was on all of you and on your lords.  
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5 So you shall make likenesses of your tumors and likenesses of 
your mice that ravage the land...’” 

 
2.  They recognized that the price was high - GOLD  
The priests said that the payment must be five golden tumors and five 
golden mice.  Gold was of great value in those days as it is today.  
Depending on the size of the tumors and mice, much gold was involved 
in making restitution for sin!   
 
Today, we also recognize that the price of sin is high.  It cost Jesus His 
earthly life.  When people say that salvation is free, they need to 
understand that although it was free for them it was not free for God. 
 
3.  They recognized that restitution involved giving glory to God - 
GLORY 
Verse v5 b states,  "...and you shall give glory to the God of Israel..."  It 
is important to understand that it is important that we give glory to 
God, that we honor Him.  But a person doesn't glorify God by giving of 
his wealth but by giving of his heart. 
 
Notice again the tentativeness of the priests in verse 5, "...perhaps He 
will ease His hand from you, your gods, and your land."  Even though 
the priests were giving this grandiose advice, they were unsure if it 
would work.  Not so today!  If a person comes to Christ, we can know 
for certain that his sins will be forgiven and that he will have eternal 
life! 
 
4.  The recognized that restitution involved the heart - HEART 
In verse 6 the priests continued with their advice, "Why then do you 
harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their 
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hearts?  When he had severely dealt with them, did they not allow the 
people to go, and they departed?" 
 
The religious leaders understood that getting right with God involved a 
person's heart; not the physical heart but a person's innermost 
thoughts and attitudes.   
 
Today many people do what Pharaoh and others did, they harden their 
hearts.  Jesus said that we must love the Lord with all our heart, soul, 
mind and strength.  We must recognize that we have offended the one, 
true God with our sin.   In our hearts we must turn from that sin to 
follow God. 
 
5.  They recognized that God was a holy God - HOLY 
The fifth bit of advice from the Philistine religious leaders dealt with 
God's holiness.  Listen to verse 7 and 8, 
 

7 Now therefore take and prepare a new cart and two milch cows 
on which there has never been a yoke; and hitch the cows to the 
cart and take their calves home, away from them. 8 And take the 
ark of the Lord and place it on the cart; and put the articles of gold 
which you return to Him as a guilt offering in a box by its side.  
Then send it away that it may go. 

 
Notice that there was to be a new cart and two cows on which there 
had never been a yoke.  The new cart and unused animals were a 
recognition of God's holiness.  An old cart and used animals would not 
be suitable for a holy God.  
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Only when we see God's holiness and our unholiness will we really 
want to come to Him. Our righteousness is as filthy rags before God. Is 
64:6. 
 
6.  They recognized that salvation took the supernatural hand of God - 
HAND 
The religious leaders realized that even with all the efforts of the 
people, it would still take the supernatural hand of God to return the 
ark to its place.  Listen to verse 9, “And watch, if it goes up by the way 
of its own territory to Beth-shemesh, then He has done us this great 
evil.  But if not then we shall know that it was not His hand that struck 
us; it happened to us by chance." 
 
Salvation does involve the hand of God; God's power.  Unless the Spirit 
draws a person to God, that person will not come.  It is the Spirit of God 
that convicts us of sin and it is the Spirit of God that cleanses us.  Have 
you felt the hand of God drawing you to Him?  Do you know for sure 
where you are going to spend eternity?  If you have never asked Christ 
to come into your life and forgive your sin, you can do it right now.  Just 
ask Him to come into your life through the power of the Holy Spirit and 
make you the kind of person He wants you to be. 
 
Even though the religious leaders had a lot of good things to say their 
advice had some serious flaws: 
 
1. They (the priests) were tentative - IF 
First, the Philistine priests could not give a definitive answer.  They 
were not sure how to solve the problem of sin.  They had some idea but 
they weren't sure.  This is a sad commentary; Priests not knowing how 
to get right with God. 
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In verse 3 they used the word if, "If you send away the ark..."  They 
weren't telling the Philistines to send it away or not send it away.  They 
simply said, "If you send away the ark..." The priests obviously were not 
too sure about what it took to get right with God.  
 
In verse 5 they used the word perhaps.  "...Perhaps He will ease His 
hand from you..."  Again, the priests were not sure if they advice would 
work.  Maybe it would, but maybe it wouldn't. 
 
Again in verse 9 they used the word if, “...if it goes up by the way of its 
own territory to Beth-shemesh, then He has done us this great evil.  But 
if not, then we shall know that it was not His hand that struck us;  it 
happened to us by chance.” 
 
What a cop-out.  The priests gave all this advice in chapter 6 and then 
close their advice with a disclaimer.  It seems that they weren't too sure 
about anything. 
 
The difference between them and us today is that we know for sure 
what it takes to get right with a holy God.  It takes coming to Christ, 
repenting of your sin, and asking Jesus through the power of the Holy 
Spirit to come into your life to forgive your sin and to make you what 
He wants you to be. 
 
Did you know that you are a priest (1 Pt 2:5).  And you must know what 
to tell someone who desires to get right with God.  1 Pet 3:15 states,  
“But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make 
a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope 
that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.” 
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2.  They thought forgiveness could be purchased by man through 
money or works 
Gold tumors and gold mice are lifeless objects.  Blood on the other 
hand (Heb 9:22) represents the life of the sacrificed animal.  God said 
that without the shedding of blood that there is no forgiveness of sin.  
Even in the Old Testament, sacrifices involved the shedding of the 
blood of animals.  Now it is Christ's blood that has been shed for all 
men. 
 
The things that seem so significant to man (like gold) aren't as 
significant to God.  Gold and silver cannot buy salvation.  The sacrifice 
prescribed by the Philistine priests required many mice and tumors.  
God's solution for sin today is much simpler.  One died for all (1 Pet 
3:18).  The Philistines solution required carts and cows and travel.  
God's solution is much less complicated.  It requires repentance. 
 
In essence the priests thought that salvation could be bought through 
something that was valuable to man.  They failed to realize that it 
would take faith in God.   
 
3. They focused on physical healing rather than spiritual healing 
Unfortunately the Philistines were more concerned about physical 
healing than spiritual healing.   They were hoping that God would ease 
His hand from them (see verse 5).  They weren't so concerned about 
worshipping a holy God as getting the judgment of the holy God out of 
their lives.  Unfortunately, getting rid of plagues does not ensure a 
person's home in heaven.  The Philistines may have gotten temporal 
relief only to find themselves in eternal torment.  
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4.  They accused God of evil 
The final bit of bad advice dealt with the Philistines accusing God of evil 
(see verse 9).  We know that God is opposed to evil because He is holy 
and righteous.  To accuse God of evil is blasphemy. 
 
CONCLUSION 
We don't know for sure what happened to the Philistines although the 
plagues may have stopped.  But even though there was physical 
healing, they also needed spiritual healing. 
 
What advice should the priests have given the Philistines?  When they 
saw that their Dagon was powerless before the true God, they should 
have encouraged the people to jettison Dagon and to bow down and 
worship the one, true God.  Unfortunately this would have left the 
Philistine priests and diviners without a job.  But God would have 
forgiven them if they had come to Him.  As it was, they saved their jobs 
only to lose their souls.  
 
What about you today?  Are you saving something but jeopardizing you 
soul?  If you don't know Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior, here is 
a prayer you can pray right now to get right with Him. 
 
Lord, I need You.  I know that I am a sinner.  I invite You to come into 
my life right now to forgive my sin and to take control.  I give myself to 
You.  Make me the kind of person You want me to be.  I want to be 
right with You.  AMEN 
 
If you prayed this prayer and meant it, you are now right with the one, 
true, holy God.  Take time to grow in your faith to become all He wants 
you to be. 


