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TRYING TO BRING GOD DOWN DO YOUR LEVEL 
DOESN'T WORK 

 
1 Samuel 5:1-12 

 
By Chris Losey 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Many people think that having God as part of their lives is a good thing.  
They know He has helped others and they want that help for 
themselves.  But instead of accepting Him as Lord (the one who 
controls their lives), they simply want Him as a good luck charm.  
Instead of allowing Him to manage every area of  their lives, they only 
want Him when they have a problem.  They simply place Him alongside 
all of the other gods (little g) in their lives.  In essence, they try to bring 
God down to their level instead of allowing Him to raise them to His.  
This is folly!   
 
God is not an add-on.  If a person thinks he can have God on his own 
terms he is wrong.  God desires to be Lord, not bell boy.  When people 
ask God into their lives, they must confess their sin and turn from it.  
They must admit their inadequacy and inability to live for Him without 
His help.  They must ask Him to take control. They must put Him on the 
throne of their lives and dethrone anything that would take His place.  
Only then is He Lord, and only then will they experience His salvation 
and blessing.  Notice it says in Romans 10:9, "... if you confess with your 
mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you shall be saved."  Notice that to get Christ as Savior, 
you have to ask Him to be Lord (the one who takes control of your life).  
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If you just want Jesus as Savior, you may not want Him as Lord.  But if 
you want Him as Lord, you obviously want Him as Savior.  If a person 
does not want God to be Lord of his life, then he is trying to get God on 
human terms rather than on God's terms. 
 
To see these truthes in action, please turn in your Bibles to 1 Samuel 5.  
There we will observe what happened when the Philistines took the ark 
of God and brought it into their cities.  They were trying to get God on 
their terms, not His.  This was a tragic mistake.  As we investigate this 
topic, we will look at three major areas:  
 
THE MINDSET OF THE PHILISTINES 
THE MISTAKES OF THE PHILISTINES 
THE MESSAGE FROM GOD 
 
As we begin, let me briefly review the setting.  If you remember in 
chapter 4, the Philistines drew up in battle array against Israel and 
defeated them.  The Israelites then sent to Shiloh for the ark of God 
thinking that it would give them victory.  When the ark arrived, the 
people shouted for joy.  But much to their dismay, the second battle 
with the Philistines turned out worse than the first; they were defeated 
and the ark was taken.  In the midst of the battle Eli's two sons, Hophni 
and Phinhas were killed.  When this news reached the ears of Eli their 
father, who was also the high priest, he fell over and died.  Phinehas' 
wife also died in childbirth.  Because the Ark of the Covenant 
represented the glory of God with His people, chapter 4 ends with the 
statement, "The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God was 
taken."  This brings us to chapter 5.  Listen to the first two verses. “Now 
the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it from Ebenezer to 
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Ashdod.  v2 Then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it to 
the house of Dagon, and set it by Dagon.  
 
The Philistines defeated the Israelis at Ebenezer where they captured 
the ark.  Do you remember what the ark was?  We are not talking about 
Noah's ark.  The Ark of the Covenant is described in Exodus 25:10-22 
where God tells the Israelites how to build it and what it will be used 
for.  Listen to the first few verses of this passage, “10 And they shall 
construct an ark of acacia wood two and a half cubits long, and one and 
a half cubits wide, and one and a half cubits high.  11 And you shall 
overlay it with pure gold, inside and out you shall over lay it, and you 
shall make a gold molding around it..." 
 
From this passage we see that the ark is described as a box 
approximately four feet long and two and one half feet wide and high.  
The word ark means box or chest.  The ark was be overlayed with pure 
gold.  The passage goes on to say that it would have four rings attached 
on the sides where poles will be inserted to carry it.  It would also have 
a mercy seat on the top with two cherubim.  The ark would be the place 
where the Ten Commandments were stored.  It would also be the place 
where God would meet with His people and speak to them.  The ark 
was God's symbol of His presence with His people, and it was 
absolutely sacred to them. 
 
When the ark was captured by the Philistines, it was transported to the 
city of Ashdod and placed next to the statue of Dagon, the chief god of 
the Philistines.  Ashdod was one of five key cities of the Philistines.  
Dagon was probably their god of rain and fertility.  The word Dagon is 
most likely from the Arabic word dagana meaning, "to be cloudy or 
rainy." 
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With this background, let's now look at: 
 
THE MINDSET OF THE PHILISTINES 
 
1. A mindset of confidence 
Before the battle with the Israelites, the Philistines had trembled in fear 
of the thought of fighting against the Jews and their great God.  The 
power of the God of the Jews was legendary.  But since their victory 
over Israel, that fear had turned to confidence.  Now it was time to add 
the God of the Jews to their band of gods.  If a few gods was good, one 
more would even be better.  The Philistines wanted God as another god 
in their inventory who would hopefully add to their power.  But soon 
their mindset would change...   
 
2. A mindset of confusion 
The Philistine mindset of confidence soon gave way to that of 
confusion.  Listen to verses 3-5.   
 

3 When the Ashdodites arose early the next morning, behold, 
Dagon had fallen on his face to the ground before the ark of the 
Lord.  So they took Dagon and set him in his place again.  4 But 
when they arose early the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen 
on his face to the ground before the ark of the Lord.  And the head 
of Dagon and both the palms of his hands were cut off on the 
threshold; only the trunk of Dagon was left to him.  5 Therefore 
neither the priests of Dagon nor all who enter Dagon's house tread 
on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this day. 
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The Philistines set Dagon up and God put him down.  I'm sure the 
Philistines were a bit confused.  Perhaps when they saw Dagon on his 
face the first time they asked one another, "Anybody feel an 
earthquake last night?  Anyone hear a big wind?  How do you think this 
happened?”  After the second time when Dagon's hands and head fell 
off I believe they were even more confused.  This brings us to the third 
mindset. 
 
3. A mindset of consternation 
What is consternation?  It is a complete lack of courage!  That is exactly 
what happened to the Philistines as God's hand of judgment was heavy 
upon them and their god.  Listen now to verses 6-8: 
 

6 Now the hand of the Lord was heavy on the Ashdodites, and He 
ravaged them and smote them with tumors, both Ashdod and its 
territories.  7 When the men of Ashdod saw that it was so, they 
said, "The ark of the God of Israel must not remain with us, for His 
hand is severe on us and on Dagon our god."  8 So they sent and 
gathered all the lords of the Philistines to them and said, "What 
shall we do with the ark of the God of Israel?" And they said, "Let 
the ark of the God of Israel be brought around to Gath."  And they 
brought the ark of the God of Israel around.  

 
It is interesting how God's judgment is often progressive.  He tried to 
get the Philistines’ attention by judging Dagon.  When they did not get 
the message, He turned His judgment on them.  No longer were the 
Philistines confident or even confused.  They were downright scared.  
They had great consternation.  It is amazing how pain get's ones 
attention.  The Philistines had one mission; to get the ark out of their 
territory.  They decided to send it to another Philistine city, Gath. 
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APPLICATION 
Have you seen a person's mindset go from confidence to 
consternation?  It often happens when those who have relied on 
themselves discover that they are not the masters of their own fate.  So 
it was with the Philistines and so it is with many people today.  The 
successful businessman whose company lays him off, finds his 
confidence turning to confusion and then to fear.  The healthy person 
who has rarely been sick is diagnosed with cancer and sees his life pass 
before his eyes.  The person who always thought that death would 
never touch him, loses his spouse die and is devastated...  When the 
walls of life suddenly come tumbling down, those who have always 
trusted in themselves and their own strength are shaken to the core.  
The confidence turns to confusion... why is this happening to me... and 
confusion turns to consternation.  But if a person's trust is in the Lord, 
he knows that whatever befalls him, God is in charge and can help him.  
Romans 8:38,39 become a reality, 
 

38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

 
What a promise.  Those who love and serve God need not be afraid but 
can have great confidence. 
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THE MISTAKES OF THE PHILISTINES 
 
1.  They assumed that victory equated with right theology 
The Philistines thought because they defeated Israel, that their god, 
Dagon, was the right god.  Little did they know that God was judging 
the Israelites through them.  This did not mean that God approved of 
Philistine idolatry.  Soon He would show them what He thought of it.   
 
God sometimes uses the heathen to judge His own people when His 
people are living in disobedience. 
 
It is true that the wicked often prosper.  We see it all around us.  People 
with unethical business practices making profits.  People cheating on 
tests and getting good grades.  Even David cried out to God in the 
Psalms and said, 
 

3 How long shall the wicked, O Lord, how long shall the wicked 
exult?  4 They pour forth words, they speak arrogantly; all who do 
wickedness vaunt themselves.  5  They crush Thy people, O Lord, 
and afflict Thy heritage.  6 They slay the widow and the stranger, 
and murder the orphans.  7 And they have said, "The Lord does not 
see, nor does the God of Jacob pay heed." (Psalm 94:3-7)  

 
Here David cries out to God and asks how long the wicked will prosper. 
 
It often seems like it pays to be evil.  But the truth is, God has a way of 
giving evil people their just desserts, often in this life and for sure in the 
next.  Ultimately it does not pay to be evil but it pays to serve God.   
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Not only did the Philistines assume that victory for them meant that 
their theology was right, but they also felt that defeat for the Jews 
showed the Israeli theology must be wrong. 
 
Just because a Christian gets slammed does not mean his God is weak.  
The reason Israel was defeated was because God was judging Eli and his 
house.   
 
Many people today equate the misfortune of Christians with the idea 
that their God must be weak.  After all, if He was strong, He wouldn't 
let bad things happen to His people.  Again, this is foolish reasoning.  
Just because calamity strikes the life of God's people does not mean 
that God is weak.  God works in mysterious ways which we may not 
fully understand this side of heaven. 
 
2.  They assumed that God and Dagon were equals 
By placing the ark of God alongside Dagon in Dagon's temple, they were 
assuming that God and Dagon were on the same level.  This simply was 
not true.  Dagon was a no-god.  He was nothing more than stone or 
wood.  God, on the other hand, is the only true God, Creator of the 
universe.  To try to put God and Dagon on the same level was a great 
slap in God's face.  No wonder He put Dagon on his face.  Exodus 20:3-5 
states: 
 

3 You shall have no other gods before Me.  4 You shall not make for 
yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on 
the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  5 You shall not 
worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the 
third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but 
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showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and 
keep My commandments." 

 
Although God is a loving God, He is also a jealous God.  Do people put 
God on the same level as other things in their lives?  You bet.  For many 
folks a relationship with God is an add-on.  If they are not busy on 
Sunday they might come to church but really church for them is just 
one of many other options for Sunday.  They might read their Bibles but 
only if they have nothing else pressing to do.  They might take time to 
pray but only if they are caught up on their TV watching.  
 
Unfortunately, most Christians place God alongside all of the other 
priorities in their lives and by their actions show that He is really not 
more important than anything else that is going on.  The only time they 
really go to Him is in time of crisis.  In essence they are saying to God, I 
only want You on my terms.  I want Your joy, peace, salvation, etc. but 
don't make any demands on me, I'm awfully busy.   
 
It is a dangerous thing to think of God in these terms.  We must be sure 
that we don't put Him on the same level as anything else in our lives.  
He must be far above everything in our lives.  There is no one who is His 
equal.  Even Dagon was forced to bow before Him.  Romans 14:11 
states, "For it is written, 'As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to 
Me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.'  v12 So then each one 
of us shall give account of himself to God." 
 
3.  They assumed they could avoid judgment by getting away from 
God 
When the Philistines realized that the judgment of God was upon them, 
they decided to send the ark away.  Somehow they thought they could 
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get away from God.  In Psalm 139 David speaks of the fact that he as a 
believer could not get away from God's presence.  This is true.  In the 
same way, unbelievers also cannot get away from God.   
 
Today many people feel if they just ignore God, He will go away or 
won't notice them on judgment day.  Not true.  Each of us will stand 
before God.   
 
4.  They assumed that man's wisdom could solve spiritual problems 
They convened all of the lords (little l), instead of going to the Lord 
(capital L). 
 
5.  They failed to jettison their weaker god for the one true God 
It is amazing how people will hold on to a loser even after the loser is 
shown to be loser! Dagon was a loser. 
 
THE MESSAGE FROM GOD 
God’s message was clear, “Don't try to bring me down to your level.  It 
doesn't work!” 
 
1.  God works in mysterious ways 
Victory does not mean God approves of what you do. Just because the 
Philistines defeated the Jews didn’t mean that God approved of their 
gods. He was simply using them to judge Israel. In the same way, defeat 
of God’s people didn’t mean God was weak. He simply chose not to 
fight for Israel. 
 
2.  God wants to be first in your life, not one among equals 
God is a jealous God. He wants first place in your life. 
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3.  There is no place to hide from God's presence and judgment 
Both Philistines and the Jews learned this lesson. 
 
4.  The wisdom of men will not solve spiritual problems. 
Only God can solve spiritual problems. They needed to look to him. 
 
5.  We must jettison every god and accept the one true God is we 
desire to live. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Initially, the Philistines feared God (chap 4) but then they became 
arrogant because of their own success.  God then moved them back to 
a position of fear but they still refused to turn to Him.  Instead they 
desired to get rid of Him. 
 
God might say to us today, "Fear Me, not because of what I can do to 
you if you reject me, but for what I have done for you if you accept 
Me."   
 
Don't fear judgment. Instead fear the awesome God who has done 
incredible things on your behalf. 
 
If you want the power of God, you must adopt the ways of God. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS - 1 Samuel 5 
 
Read 1 Samuel 4 as a background to chapter 5, then answer the 
following questions related to chapter 5.. 
 
1.  Although the Philistines had been afraid of the Jews before the 
second battle, what was their probable attitude toward them after 
their second victory?  Why does victory tend to build confidence? 
 
 
2.  Why do you think that the Philistines set the Ark of the Covenant 
next to their god, Dagon, in the city of Ashdod? vv 1,2  
 
 
3.  Why do you think that God caused Dagon to fall down twice?  What 
message was God trying to give the Philistines?  How else might He 
have given them this message? vv 3,4 
 
 
4.  How was God's judgment on the Philistines progressive?  vv 3-6 
 
 
5.  Have you ever seen the progressive judgment of God in your life or 
the life of someone else? 
 
 
6.  How did the Philistines' mindset change toward the ark of God?  v7   
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7.  Whose advice did the Ashdodites seek to fix their problem? v8  Why 
was this unwise? 
 
 
8.  How did the Philistines initially try to solve their problem?  What 
happened and what did they finally decide was the best solution? vv 8-
12 
 
 
9.  What do you think would have happened if the Philistines had 
decided to reject their god, Dagon, and accept the one, true God?   
 
 
10.  What overall lessons can be learned from this Chapter?  There are 
several!  
 


