


Habakkuk was frustrated and discouraged. His name 
literally means “embrace” but he wasn’t experiencing 
much comfort. His nation was a complete wreck and not 
showing any signs of getting better. He remembered the 
stories of Israel’s history, glorious times in which God 
had revealed His glory and power. But now everything 
seemed utterly hopeless. National leaders were leading 
Judah astray and the land was full of violence, corruption, 
disunity, and lies. Sound familiar? Many people today 
feel the same way about our own nation. We’ve heard 
stories of the early years of America which, while far 
from perfect, had strong Biblical underpinnings. But 
today, God has been more and more marginalized and 
Christians are being labeled a hate group. We have 
terrible political problems, social problems, government 
problems, foreign relations problems, and personal 
problems. It’s easy to feel hopeless. Yet, here comes 
another Thanksgiving season to remind us that we have 
plenty to be thankful for. But how can we express 
thankfulness when there is so much to be frustrated 
about? Habakkuk found a way. By the end of the short 
Biblical book that bears his name, he is rejoicing. Let’s 
take a quick look, using Habakkuk as a guide, at how to 
be thankful when things are a really big mess. 
 
Step 1. Complain to God 
 
Wait, what? I thought that God hated complaining. Well, 
it depends on the type of complaining being done. Here is 
how Habakkuk complained: 
 
How long, O LORD, must I call for help? But you do not 
listen! … Why must I watch all this misery? Wherever I 
look, I see destruction and violence. I am surrounded by 
people who love to argue and fight (Habakkuk 1:2-3). 
 
First, note that Habakkuk was not complaining about his 
own life. Rather, he was distressed by the spiritual and 
moral condition of his nation. He had a heart for God and 
wanted to see things more properly aligned to God’s will. 
So the nature of complaining to God must be from a holy 
discontent (not selfishness). Second, notice that 
Habakkuk didn’t complain to people, but to God. 
Complaining to people doesn’t help and it only spreads 
more discontent. But going to God with your concerns 
opens the door for real change to happen. 
 
Step 2. Wait for God’s Perspective to Take Over 
 
After offering complaints to God, Habakkuk waited for 
an answer: 
 
I will climb up to my watchtower and stand at my 
guardpost. There I will wait to see what the LORD says 
and how he will answer my complaint (Habakkuk 2:1). 
 
 

Most often, God’s answer 
comes to us as we read 
Scripture and ponder it. 
In Habakkuk’s case, God 
revealed to him that the 
sin and injustice in the 
world would be dealt 
with. God had a good 
plan that would unfold in 
history. It might take some time - God told Habakkuk, 
“Though it linger, wait for it” (Habakkuk 2:3). 
Habakkuk’s job was to believe. The very next verse says, 
“... the righteous will live by his faith” (Habakkuk 2:4). 
As Habakkuk listened to the word of God, a new 
perspective began to take over his thinking, one of faith 
and hope. 
 
Step 3. Invite God into the Situation 
 
Now Habakkuk was ready to make a positive difference 
in the world. Now he was ready to pray with power and 
effectiveness:  
 
I have heard all about you, LORD. I am filled with awe 
by your amazing works. In this time of our deep need, 
help us again as you did in years gone by. And in your 
anger, remember your mercy (Habakkuk 3:2). 
 
Habakkuk had moved from complaining to faith-filled 
prayer. Likewise, Jesus taught us to pray that God’s will 
would be done on Earth, as it is in heaven. We are to 
invite God into the arenas of this world where we see that 
His influence is not yet strongly perceived or yielded to. 
And when we pray in faith, things begin to change! 
 
Step 4. Respond to God with Thanksgiving 
 
With a new perspective, and having prayed, Habakkuk 
exploded into a song of thanksgiving and rejoicing: 
 
Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes 
on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields 
produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen 
and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, 
I will be joyful in God my Savior (Habakkuk 3:17-18). 
 
Nothing had changed yet in Judah. Correction – one thing 
had changed and it was Habakkuk’s perspective! Because 
he brought his complaint to God, God helped him see 
with new eyes of faith. God did have a good plan and it 
would surely unfold. Everything, in the long run, was 
going to be okay. Let’s commit to walking through the 
same steps that Habakkuk did during this Thanksgiving 
season, and for the rest of our lives! 
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The BCC Kids’ Choir will be         

 performing their annual  

Christmas Musical  

Sunday, December 9th at 9am & 11am 

Snacks on the patio between services 



Touch the heart of a needy child this Christmas with a 

gift-filled shoe box and the good news of Jesus Christ.  

Pack the box for either a boy or girl - checkout the list of 

appropriate items to include at -   

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child,  

or see the flyer at the Resource table, where you can also pick up a box to pack. 

Please review this as there have been important changes for 2018. 

 

Bring your filled boxes to church by Sunday, November 11, 2015 

Operation Christmas Child 

*********************** 

 

Give a Gift of Hope 
Donate food and other needed items to our local  

Santa Clarita Valley Food Pantry 

Items Most Needed -  

Food Items: - Peanut Butter;  Tuna;  Canned Meat;  Macaroni & Cheese;  Healthy Cereal;  Healthy Snacks (granola 

bars, popcorn, trail mix, natural fruit snacks, etc.); Nuts (cashews, peanuts, almonds, walnuts, pistachios) Lentils, 

beans, rice, quinoa; Canned Corn, gravy mix (we also need these products with low sodium for our Seniors); Canned 

Soup; Dry Soup (Ramen Noodles); Pasta; Canned Tomatoes. 

Non-Food Items: - Shampoo/Conditioner; Men’s Deodorant; Disposable Diapers, (sizes 3 and above); Baby 

Wipes; Bar Soap; Toothbrushes & Toothpaste 
 

Items can be dropped off in the bin provided by the Resource Table.   

Thank you 

*********************** 



 Daylight Saving Time ends, Sunday, November 4th 

 High School Game Night, Friday, November 9th at 7 pm 

 Harp & Bowl Intercessory Prayer, Saturday, November 3rd & 17th, at 6:30 pm 

 101 Class will be held on Sunday, November 11, at 10:45 am 

 Hiking, Saturday, Nov 17 & December 15, at 10 am*** - New Time 

 Thanksgiving Feast and Talent night, Sunday, November 18th at 5 pm 

 Church Family Meeting, Sunday, December 2, at 4 pm 

 Christmas Musical, Sunday, December 9, at 9 & 11 am 

 Kids’ Night Out, Friday, December 14 at 6:30 pm 

 Christmas Caroling, Sunday, December 16 at 4 pm 

If you are interested in knowing more about any of these events, 

please call the church office at 481-0801 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 
 

3 
6:30p  
Harp & Bowl 

4 
9a Kids Choir 
9a Rooted 
9 & 11a Worship 
9:30a Teen Study 
11a 201 Class 

5 
10:15a  
Prayer Meeting 

6 
6:45p  
Men’s Study 

7 
6:30p - 
Stellar Kids 
Rooted 
Adult Study 
Jr High 
High School 
8:30p  
Young Adults 

8 
 

9 
7p 
High School 
Game Night 

10 

11 

9a Kids Choir 
9a Rooted 
9 & 11a Worship 
9:30a Teen Study 
10:45a 101 Class 
11a 201 Class 
1p Copperhill Life 
Group 
6:30p Saugus Life 
Group 

12 
10:15a  
Prayer Meeting 
 

13 
7a  
Walking Group 
8:30a  
Ladies Coffee 
Connect 
 
 
6:45p  
Men’s Study 

14 
6:30p  
Stellar Kids 
Rooted 
Adult Study 
Jr High 
High School 
8:30p  
Young Adults 

15 
7p 
Leadership Board 

16 
 

17 
10a 
Hiking at Placerita 
 
 
6:30p  
Harp & Bowl 

18 
9a Kids Choir 
9 & 11a Worship 
9:30a Teen Study 
11a 201 Class 
5p Thanksgiving 
Feast 
 

19 
10:15a  
Prayer Meeting 
 
 
7:30p 
Missions Meeting 

20 

6:45p  
Men’s Study 

21 
8:30p  
Young Adults 
‘Friendsgiving’ 

22 23 24 

25 
9a Kids Choir 
9 & 11a Worship 
9:30a Teen Study 
1p Copperhill Life 
Group 
6:30p Saugus Life 
Group 

26 
10:15a  
Prayer Meeting 

27 
7a  
Walking Group 
8:30a  
Ladies Coffee 
Connect 
 
6:45p  
Men’s Study 

28 
6:30p  
Stellar Kids 
Adult Study 
Jr High 
High School 
8:30p  
Young Adults 

29 30  

November  




