Adopted
By Billy Ford, Pastor
I sat in a chair rocking our beautiful new foster baby while questions and emotions whirled around
inside me. How did we end up being entrusted with this precious little life? Would we get to keep her?
How many couples would do anything to get a healthy infant girl like this? Why were we picked? Was
all of this God’s will? She had been given up at the hospital by her birth parents and was now only one
week old. Now she was with us, possibly to become a permanent member of our family.
It had all happened so fast. I had received a call in the afternoon on May 6, 2009 from the Children’s
Bureau: “We have a baby girl born yesterday who needs a home. Are you interested in taking her?
We need to find a family for her in the next 30 minutes, so we need an answer from you right away.”
My first thought was that there was no way it could work. Denise was busy preparing dinner for the
Wednesday night church program. We wouldn’t have time to think it over and I don’t like to make
hasty decisions without spending time in prayer. Besides, when we were certified for adoption and
foster care we had made it clear that we were most interested in opening our home and hearts to an
older girl, maybe five or six years old. But just in case, I walked over to the church kitchen to talk to
Denise. She was immediately emotional at the thought of a baby girl left parentless at the hospital.
“We’ll take her!” she exclaimed. Our daughter,
Elizabeth, was also excited. Being the only girl
amongst three brothers, she had been longing for a
sister. Even though we didn’t have much time to seek
the Lord about the decision, we agreed to take the
baby into our home. I knew that the Lord had been
leading us step by step, preparing us for this type of
moment. I also trusted that He is in control of what
doors open and close. And we weren’t committing to
anything long-term yet, only to being foster parents.
Denise hurriedly called the Children’s Bureau back and
arrangements were made to pick the baby up from the
hospital the next day.
Because the little girl had not been named, we were
tentatively given the honor. For years Denise and I said that if we had another girl we would name
her Katherine. “Katherine Sheree” – Katherine meaning “pure” and Sheree meaning “beloved” or
“love.” Our whole family joyfully welcomed this little bundle of “pure love” into our home. What a
miracle! What a great honor and responsibility!
I reflected on all of this in the rocking chair with baby
Katherine in my arms. But I found myself unexpectedly
troubled. That day I had been researching some background
on the birth parents and now when I looked at Katherine, I
saw them. Katherine was their flesh and blood, not mine. It
is difficult to explain the feeling I was having, but as cute and
lovable as Katherine was, I felt somehow disconnected from
her. I wondered if I would be able to bond with her as if she
were truly one of my own.
It was in that moment, as I struggled to grapple with my
thoughts and feelings, that God’s Spirit began to whisper to
my heart. He reminded me that I was once foreign to Him. I
was unholy, yet the holy God accepted me.

Scripture says,
Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of
Christ … Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s
people and members of God’s household. – Ephesians 2:12-13, 19
Members of God’s household! We were foreigners, we were far away, but now we are members of
God’s household. In other words, we were orphans and God adopted us. Think about this amazing
truth from the Word of God and let it sink in:
His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself
through Jesus Christ. And this gave him great pleasure - Ephesians 1:5 (NLT)
As I reflected that day on all that God had done, I realized that
if He could adopt me and love me unconditionally, then I could
certainly follow His example in fully opening my heart to baby
Katherine. I held her close and it was settled in my heart – I
was her father, she was my daughter. And I could feel in my
heart the peace and pleasure of God. Just under one year later,
Denise and I appeared before a judge to seal the deal.
Katherine became our legal daughter, and this gave us great
pleasure!
This month we celebrate Father’s Day when we take extra time to honor our earthly fathers. But also
remember that you were once a spiritual orphan without God. He loved you and adopted you,
embracing you as His very own and extending to you all the rights and privileges of a child of God. Let
us all humbly thank and worship Him, our great and wonderful Father in heaven.

God sets the lonely in families, he leads forth the prisoners
with singing… - Psalms 68:6
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to
keep oneself from being polluted by the world. - James 1:27



June 17 - Father’s Day, Baby Bottle Fundraiser ends.



June 15 & 16 - Decorating days for VBS



June 18 - 22 - Vacation Bible School



June 30 - July 7 - Hopi Mission Trip



July 8 - 14 - Family Promise week



July 15-20 - High School Camp at Thousand Pines



July 22-27 - Junior High and Kid’s Camp at Thousand Pines

Join us for Harp & Bowl

Summer Camps are coming up!!
We have over 50 kids and teens attending summer
camp at Thousand Pines in July.
Please pray for them
and the counselors as they prepare.
If you would like to help support a kid/teen
financially we have a scholarship fund the Gerrie Edgington Camp Fund,
that you can donate to at any time.
Just designate to it on a giving envelope.
You can also find it on the website ‘Give’ feature.

We are excited to begin our monthly
time of worship and intercessory prayer
for the needs of our church, community
and nation. We will meet every 1st and 3rd
Saturday night at 6:30pm. Intercession is
everyone's ministry!
Questions?
Call Charli Tuttle (661) 904-3424 or
email charlituttle@gmail.com
Harp & Bowl?

“And when he had taken the scroll, the four
living creatures and the twenty-four elders
fell down before the Lamb, each holding a
harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which
are the prayers of the saints.” Rev 5:8

Congratulations to our Graduates!
Entering Kindergarten:

8th grade graduates:

Gracie Gent

Trinity Burroughs

6th grade graduates:

Cole Dollens

Jenna Brinkman

Paige Goodwin

Jacob Gottlieb

Luke Koscheski

Riley Hallack

Jason Notch

Emma Koscheski

Caleb Rowland

Alyssa Maraganis

Jackson Smith

Wyatt Notch

Luke Walker

Kendall Robinson

Deron Young

Daniel Suzuki

College graduates:
Becky Allen, with a BA in English
from CSUN
Andrew Bastidas, with an AA in
Psychology from COC
Joel Beaver, with a BA in History
from CSUN

Seek his will in all
you do, and he will
show you which path
to take.

Rory Glenn, with an AA in Music
Composition from COC
Anna Pebley with a BA in Film and Creative Writing
from University of Kansas
Brittany Van Es, with an AA in Applied Sciences
from COC

2018 ShipWrecked VBS
For kids entering Kindergarten thru 6th
grade
Monday, June 18 thru Friday, June 22
9:30am - 12:30pm
To register call into the church office during
the week or on the patio on Sundays between
the services.
Closing program and barbeque on Friday evening at 6:30pm
Cost is only $15 per child. This includes camp T-shirt and music CD!
This is a great way to reach our community,
so have your kids invite their friends.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Important Stuff for our Volunteers to Remember!
Decorating and Painting Days
Friday, June 15

10am to 4pm

Saturday, June 16

10am to 4pm

ShipWrecked Extra-fun Days
Tuesday, June 19

Crazy Hat day (the crazier the better)

Wednesday, June 20

Crazy Sock day

Thursday, June 21

Crazy Hair day

Friday, June 22

Island Style day

June
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
6:30p Prayer

7

8

9

15
16
10a VBS Decorating 10a VBS Decorating

3
9 & 11a Communion &
Worship
9:15a 301 Class
9:30a Teen Sunday
School Class
11a Bible Study Class
4p Quarterly Business
Meeting
6p High School
Summerlight

4
10:15a
Prayer Meeting
12n
Care Ministry

5

6

7p 401 Class
& Hopi Prep

6:45p
Men’s Bible Study

8:30p
College Grp

10 Baptisms
9 & 11a Worship
9:15a 301 Class
9:30a Teen Sunday
School Class
11a Bible Study Class
6p High School
Summerlight
6:30p Saugus Life Grp

11
10:15a
Prayer Meeting

12
7a Walking Group
8:30a Ladies
Coffee Connect

13

14

7p 401 Class
& Hopi Prep

6:45p
Men’s Bible Study

8:30p
College Grp

7p Leadership
Board Meeting

17 Father’s Day
9 & 11a Worship
9:30a Teen Sunday
School Class
11a Adult Study Class

18
9:30a VBS

19
9:30a VBS

20
9:30a VBS

21
9:30a VBS

7p 401 Class
& Hopi Prep

6:45p
Men’s Bible Study

8:30p
College Grp

24
9 & 11a Worship
9:15a 301 Class
9:30a Teen Sunday
School Class
11a Adult Study Class
1p Copperhill Life Grp
6p High School
Summerlight
6:30p Saugus Life Grp

25
10:15a
Prayer Meeting

26
7a Walking Group
8:30a Ladies
Coffee Connect

27

7p 401 Class
& Hopi Prep

6:45p
Men’s Bible Study

6:30p Prayer

22
9:30a VBS

23

6:30p VBS Closing

28

29

30
Hopi Trip leaves

