


 

PRAYER FOR OUR NATION 
By Billy Ford, Pastor 

 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty 
hand, that he may lift you up in due time. - 1 Peter 
5:6   

 
As Americans, we have a lot to be grateful for.  Our 
nation was founded upon ideals that placed more 
value on individual humans than on the state.  Our 
citizens were considered to have inalienable rights 
that were not given by government but by God 
Himself.  As a result, we have enjoyed incredible 
freedom and we have flourished.  Our nation grew 
into the wealthiest and most powerful nation on 
earth and we have all enjoyed relative prosperity 
and security.  Our land has been a beacon of hope 
and freedom to multitudes from every nation on 
earth.  Yet, while we are grateful to God for all He 
has done, many have a growing sense that the 
greatness and goodness of the United States has 
been waning.  It seems that many of the age-old 
foundations and godly values upon which our 
country was built are being eroded and chipped 
away.  God made it clear through Jeremiah the 
prophet that He holds nations to a holy standard: 

 
And if I announce that I will build up and plant a 
certain nation or kingdom, making it strong and 
great but then that nation turns to evil and refuses 
to obey me, I will not bless that nation as I had said 
I would.  Jeremiah 18:9-10 

 
That United States has never been a perfect 
nation, but many of its people and leaders in the 
past have had a reverence for God and have 
turned to Him in humility and prayer in times of 
need.  From the very beginning there was a sense 
of dependence on divine blessing and providence.  
In 1775, as the first shots of the Revolutionary War 
were being fired, the Continental Congress called 
for a National Day of Prayer.   
Later, at the close of the Revolutionary War, 
George Washington wrote the following prayer and 
sent it to the thirteen governors of the newly freed 
states: 

 
I now make it my earnest prayer that God would 
have you, and the State over which you preside, in 
his holy protection; that he would incline the hearts 
of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination 
and obedience to government, to entertain a 
brotherly affection and love for one another, for 
their fellow-citizens of the United States at large, 

and particularly for brethren who have served in 
the field; and finally that he would most graciously 
be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love 
mercy, and to demean ourselves with that charity, 
humility, and pacific temper of mind, which were 
the characteristics of the Divine Author of our 
blessed religion, and without an humble imitation of 
whose example in these things, we can never hope 
to be a happy nation. 

 
In 1787 the US Constitution was forged at the 
Constitutional Convention.  It was no easy task and 
as delegates labored to agree, an 81-year-old 
Benjamin Franklin spoke up.  He said,   
 
I have lived, Sir, a long time and the longer I live, 
the more convincing proofs I see of this truth: that 
God governs in the affairs of men. And if a sparrow 
cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it 
probable that an empire can rise without his aid? 
… I therefore beg leave to move, that henceforth 
prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven, and its 
blessings on our deliberations, be held in this 
Assembly every morning before we proceed to 
business … 

 
In 1863, during the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln 
called for a National Day of Prayer.  In 1952 
Congress established the National Day of Prayer 
as an annual event by a joint resolution, signed 
into law by President Truman.  Then in 1988 the 
law was amended and signed by President 
Reagan, designating the National Day of Prayer as 
the first Thursday in May of each year. 

 
This year the National Day of Prayer will be held 
this Thursday, May 3, and I would like to 
encourage you and your family and friends to 
participate.  I will be attending a National Day of 
Prayer gathering at Church on the Way, Santa 
Clarita at 7pm. Please consider participating. Also, 
consider gathering with your family and/or friends 
in your homes to spend time praying for our nation.   
Our nation is facing great challenges, but none are 
too great for the Lord.  Let’s not underestimate the 
power of prayer! As it is written, You do not have, 
because you do not ask God (James 4:2). 



P 
rayer is the communication tool that God chose for His people - it is the access we 

have to the invisible, spiritual, and heavenly thoughts of God.  Fasting is an act where 

we let go of our most precious and pressing fleshly desires.  Prayer and fasting are 

both done with a desire to please God and be obedient to His desires. 

  

 Praise God for what He has already accomplished through Jesus 

 Repent personally and on behalf of our nation 

 Ask God to reveal truth and turn our heart back to God. 

 Yield to the Lord and recognize He has heard our prayers and will  

answer according to His will. 



Short-Term Mission Trip 

 

One of the greatest ways to grow spiritually is to go on a 

short-term mission trip. This summer, BCC is providing 

an opportunity to “LIVE OUT” the love of God that we 

hope you will prayerfully consider. 

 

 

When: June 30 thru July 7 (Sat-Sat) 

Where: Sunlight Community Church,  

  Hopi Native American reservation, AZ 

 

What:  After training, our team will go to the Hopi Reservation in Northern 

AZ to serve one of the local Hopi churches, Sunlight Community 

Church. Depending on the team’s gifts we will most likely provide a  

4 day VBS for kids; Sports ministry (basketball tournament?) for 

teens; local outreach through food boxes to 10-15 families and 

maintenance on the pastor’s home.  This church also has recovery 

and sewing groups we can plug into. We will end our trip with an   

adventure somewhere in the area (maybe Antelope Canyon and 

Horseshoe Bend). 

 

401 Class: This will run on Monday evenings beginning May 14, at 7 pm  

 

 

Impact:  Your life will be changed forever, as will the people of Hopi! 

 

Interested? Please sign the interest sheet on the resource table, PRAY about 

whether God is calling you to participate. You need to fill out the application 

sheet, also on the resource table,  and along with a $50 deposit, hand it in to     

Ginger Ogg or Pastor Billy.  



A Tribute to Moms Everywhere 
 

A 4 year old and a 6 year old presented their mom with a house plant.  They had used their 

own money and she was thrilled.  The elder of them said with a sad face, “There was a 

bouquet that we wanted to give you at the flower shop.  It was real pretty, but it was too 

expensive.  It had a ribbon on it that said, ‘Rest In Peace’, and we thought it would be just 

perfect since you are always asking for a little peace so that you can rest.” 

Interested in Serving? 

Do you have an interest in getting involved  

in service here at  Bouquet Canyon Church?   

We have many opportunities available  

(greeting, cooking, cleaning, praying, etc.).  

We can assist you in finding just the right place.  

No experience is necessary -  

we would love to train you. 

You may email the church office at  

office@bc-church.com 

Or better yet, join the 301 class this Sunday at 

9:30 am.  

Discover your S.H.A.P.E. 

This is a 6 week class being 

taught by Pastor David!  

Did you know?? 

You can listen to Sunday’s sermon 

again, or find one that you missed!  Just 

go to our website at 

www.bouquetcanyonchurch.com 

and click on the Resource link & then Sermons 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

You can also donate to the church 

finances, pay for camp, VBS, support 

any of our missionaries, etc. all 

through our website. 

www.bouquetcanyonchurch.com/Give 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Our telephone number has 

changed 

Our new number is (661) 481-0801 



Sign ups for Summer Camp 

Reserve your spot today!  

Complete a registration form and hand it, together  

with your deposit, to the church office. 

 

Kids Camp at Thousand Pines 

July 22-27 

$50 deposit required 

 

Jr. High Camp at Thousand Pines 

July 22-27 

$50 deposit required 

 

High School Camp at Thousand Pines 

July 15-20 

$50 deposit required 

 

Festival of the Arts - Sunday May 6th at 6 pm 
Join us for an evening full of young talent 

 

 

There will be music, drama, artwork, culinary arts and a silent auction. 
 

Suggested donation of $5 per person includes an assortment of appetizers and desserts 

There will also be a Silent Auction located in the showcase room 
 

This event is a fundraiser for our Youth Camp Fund. 

Performances 

Artwork 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

 

 

6:45p 

Men’s Bible Study 

2 

6:30p 

Stellar Kids 

Junior High 

Adult Studies 

8:30p  

College Group 

3 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 

6 

9 & 11a Communion 

& Worship 

9:15a 301 Class 

9:30a Teen Sunday 

School Class 

9:30a 210 Class -       

Christian Beliefs  

6p Festival of the 

Arts 

7 

10:15a  

Prayer Meeting 

12n  

Care Ministry  

8 

7a Walking Group 

8:30a Ladies  

Coffee Connect 

6:45p 

Men’s Bible Study 

9 

6:30p 

Stellar Kids 

Junior High 

Adult Studies 

 

8:30p  

College Grp 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

13 Mothers Day 

9 & 11a Worship 

9:15a 301 Class 

9:30a Teen Sunday 

School Class 

9:30a Adult Study 

Class 

10:40a 101 Class 

  

 

14 

10:15a  

Prayer Meeting 

 

 

 

7p 401 Class 

 

 

 

15 

 

6:45p 

Men’s Bible Study 

16 

6:30p 

Stellar Kids 

Junior High 

Adult Studies 

 

8:30p  

College Grp 

17 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

9a Leadership 

Retreat 

 

20 

9 & 11a Worship 

9:15a 301 Class 

9:30a Teen Sunday 

School Class 

9:30a Adult Study 

Class 

21 

10:15 a  

Prayer Meeting 

 

7p 401 Class 

 

 

 

22  

7a Walking  Group 

8:30 Ladies  

Connect Group 

6p VBS Volunteer 

Training 

 

6:45p 

Men’s Bible Study  

23  

6:30p 

Stellar Kids 

Junior High 

Adult Studies 

 

8:30p  

College Grp 

 

24  25 

 

26  

 

27 

9 & 11a Worship 

9:15a 301 Class 

9:30a Teen Sunday 

School Class 

9:30a Adult Study 

Class 

6p High School Grp 

 

28 29 

 

 

 

6:45p 

Men’s Bible Study 

30 

Promotion Night -  

6:30p 

Stellar Kids 

Junior High 

Adult Studies 

 

8:30p College 

Group 

31   

May 




