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INTO ALL THE WORLD AND

PREACH THE GOOD NEWS”
MARK 16:15




The Power of a Short -Term Mission Trip

By Billy Ford, Pastor

This summer (June 30-July 7) our church is sending a team to the Hopi tribe in Arizona to share the
good news of salvation through Jesus, and to be a blessing to a local church there.

Sometimes people wonder whether short-term mission trips are worth the expense and effort. They
will reason that there is plenty of ministry to do in our own backyard. While it is true that our primary
place of ministry is right here at home, it is clear from Scripture that the Lord also wants His church
reaching out with the gospel into all nations. And over the years | have seen that the Lord uses short-
term trips in a big way that yields long-term results.
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What are some of the benefits of short -term mission trips?

Increased faith . A short-term mission trip provides a concentrated period of time in which
we are forced to live outside of our comfort zones. We must trust God for finances,
guidance, empowering, and results. This requires a lot of stepping out in faith and,
because faith is like a muscle that must be exercised, short-term mission trips usually result
in a big increase of faith in our lives.

Souls saved. | am always amazed by how many people come to Christ through the
ministry of short-term trips. Why are these trips so fruitful? One reason is simply that we
have made ourselves available to God for
and other responsibilities and distractio
there is usually a lot of prayer that undergirds short-term trips and prayer produces power!

Encouragement to local ministries . Usually short-term trips are arranged through
missionaries or ministries already on the field. While this creates a lot of extra work for
them, in the end they are usually uplifted, reinvigorated, and filled with renewed vision.
They also gain deeper relationships with
alone.

Preparation for future service in ministry. Those who go on short-term trips get a taste
of what its3s Ilike to be used by God in in
those lost without Christ and usually end up with a desire for a lifetime of service in the
Kingdom of God. Many full-time ministers and missionaries today got their start with short-
term trips.

A vision for home . If we want to see more ministry happening in our own backyard,
sometimes the best thing we can do is send a group on a short-term mission trip!
Participants come home t hi nki n goffplace, then®Gle d
can certainly use me at home, too! p And

e be in prayer for the upcoming Hopi trip.

First, pray about participating on the trip yourself! We need a solid team of Chrlstlans W|th

various skills (organization and logistics, construction, sports, music,

evangelism, and kids?® ministry). PI'
Whatever your skills, we can probably find a use for them. Talk to Ginger Ogg
right away if youdre interested.

Pray that each of the above points will come to pass.
Pray for protection, provision, team unity.

Pray that we would be a blessing to the Hopi people and that the Holy Spirit
would open hearts to the gospel
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LET8S GO HI KI NG!

Enjoy the outdoors?
Want to explore the SCV?
Need some exercise?

EVERY MONTH WE WILL VENTURE OUT TO
DIFFERENT HIKING SPOTS IN OR AROUND THE
SANTA CLARITA VALLEY

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

April 21 - Iron Horse Trail,
On the north side of Magic Mountain Pkw,
just east of the 5 freeway
Meeting in the parking area indicated, at 10 am,

For more info call Ginger Ogg at (661) 219 -5544

We do have a fe
so Iitéds not too
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WALK THRU e
NEW TESTAMENT

In only a few memorable hours, understand like
never before, 77 people, places, and events that
can change your life forever.

Brought % you by

VR A VWS, e T e

Sunday April 22

We are hosting this amazing event that wild/l

Join us at either of our two services, 9 & 11 am. Then afterwards for lunch.
The afternoon session begins at 1 pm, so plan to stay and enjoy
an afternoon of fun and learning.
Cost is $10 per person, family max of $50.

Kids are welcome to join in.

Childcare will be available for babies thru 2nd grade.



The Mighty Cedars of Lebanon

Psalms 104:16 The trees of the LORD are watered abundantly, the cedars of Lebanon that He planted.

David so wanted to be the one to build the temple to worship God and to have a most beautiful place for
God to dwelll . He knew why he couldn3*t build it, but d
have a head start on the house of God.

Sol omon knew of his father David3s plans and also knew

1Kings 5:6 Now therefore command that cedars of Lebanon be cut for me. And my servants will join
your servants, and | will pay you for your servants such wages as you set, for you know that there is no
one among us who knows how to cut timber like the Sidonians!

The construction begins.

1 Kings 6:1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the people of Israel came out of the land of
Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the second month,
he began to build the house of the LORD.

1 Kings 6:7 When the house was built, it was with stone prepared at the quarry, so that neither hammer
nor axe nor any tool of iron was heard in the house while it was being built.

1 Ki ngs 6:15-18 He lined the walls of the house on the inside with boards of cedar. From the floor of the
house to the walls of the ceiling, he covered them on the inside with wood, and he covered the floor of
the house with boards of cypress.

He built twenty cubits of the rear of the house with boards of cedar from the floor to the walls, and he
built this within as an inner sanctuary, as the Most Holy Place.

The house, that is, the nave in front of the inner sanctuary, was forty cubits long.

The cedar within the house was carved in the form of gourds and open flowers. All was cedar; no stone
was seen.

Now you know some history and the beauty of the Mighty Cedars of Lebanon,
let me tell you the story of one of these mighty trees. - Jack Beaver

When | first broke through the ground and started my quest for maturity, | looked around and saw how
stately the other trees were. They were big and strong and straight. They were perfect for the carved
beams in the Temple. They would also be the center
piece in the king?3®s palace
and straight and admired by all who look. | struggled to
grow in a manner worthy of my dreams. One day may-
be | would be in the temple carved into a God honoring
piece covered in gold. It took me about 20 years to

reach a usable size. | watched so many of those

around me checked and measured and then chosen

and felled. The way they were cared for | knew they
would be used for something special. Then one day it
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was my turn. | was so excited. The men looked me over and shook their heads, yes. | was the perfect
size they needed. | am a stately cedar from Lebanon.

I am only chosen for my beauty. | am chosen for that special aroma we cedar's have. Off to Jerusalem
and my stately appointment. | have arrived and can see the palace and the Temple. Hey why am | be-
ing taken over to the Roman garrison?

They are scraping off my bark. They are measuring me. | am sure it is for a very important func-

tion. Here they come to prepare me. Wait they are measuring a part down from the top. What, they are
cutting off part of my top. | can't be of any use if | am too short to hold up, or reinforce anything. I just
laid in this yard it seemed like forever. Then the men came and made that top part of me a cross look-
ing affair. What could this be for? Again | laid in the yard for a time. | hear the men talking, a big holi-
day is coming soon. The holiday is a yearly event here in the city. The streets will be full of people re-
joicing and having a good time. | hear talk from the men there is also some controversy about a man
who claims to be the promised king of the Jews. It is finally my turn. The men have come to get me

I know these arms will be hung with bright cloth for this celebration that is going on. Wait, | have just

been taken to the Roman courthouse. | have been laid down on the ground. Grumbling and weeping

and angry shouts, | don't feel good about this, it is not a religious celebration. Here come the men and

pick meupagain. They take me over to the courtyard and pl ace n

Why have only one man try to carry me when two or three have always shared the load. | feel suddenly
lost. This man is very badly beaten and bloody. There is ho way he can carry me very far.
Oh, he has fallen, someone come and help him.

They grabbed a man from the crowd standing by the road and told him to come and help. It was only a
little further and he fell again.

A woman brought him a drink, but was turned aside before she could be of much help.

Many other things happened on this walk. We finally reached the top of a hill. There were two very dif-
ferent types of people up here. Some were weeping and praying aloud, and others had a stern face and
were saying terrible things about this man.

I never felt such pain as when they drove dmallthis t hroug
he still said to forgive them for they did not know what they were doing. | don't understand all of this.

I do know | heard from one of the other men also on these crosses of torture that this man had done no
crime. One of the men in uniform also made a similar statement. There is so much to this story | do not
know how to share from the little things | heard to the things | withessed. | am sorry my seed ever
grew. | am sorry | had these dreams of grandeur.

I wish | had grownup to be misshapen and had been only good for firewood. At least | might have made
a good fire on the altar to fulfill the burning of the sacrifices.




Festival of the Arts

Join us for an evening full of young talent
Sunday May 6, 6-9 pm

There will be music, drama, artwork, culinary arts and a silent auction.

Suggested donation of $5 per person includes
an assortment of appetizers and desserts
There will also be a Silent Auction located in the showcase room

This event is a fundraiser for our Youth Camp Fund.

Sign ups for Su
Reserve your spot

g Compl ete a registratio
’ with your deposit, t

Kids Camp at Thousas
Jul 722
$50 deposit requi

Jr. High Camp at Th
Jul 722
$50 deposit requi

Hi gh School Camp at
Jul 015
$50 deposit requi




Sunday

1
9 & 11a Worship
10:40a Brunch

CHRIST = LORD
s RISEN TODAY!

8

9 & 11a Worship
9:30a Teen Sunday
School Class

9:30a 210 Class-
Christian Beliefs
10:40a 101 Class
6p High School Grp

15 Baptism

9 & 11a Worship
9:15a 301 Class
9:30a Teen Sunday
School Class

9:30a 210 Class-
Christian Beliefs

1p Welcome Lunch
6p High School Grp

22

9 & 11a Worship
9:15a 301 Class
9:30a Teen Sunday
School Class

9:30a 210 Class-
Christian Beliefs

1p Walk Thru the
New Testament

29 Ladies Retreat
9 & 11a Worship
9:15a 301 Class
9:30a Teen Sunday
School Class

9:30a 210 Class-
Christian Beliefs

6p High School Grp
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday
2 3 4 5
10a
Prayer Meeting
p 6:45p 8:30p
ConnectingMins Men&6s Bi b Cdleg&Graup y
9 10 11 12
10:15a 7a Walking Group  6:30p
Prayer Meeting 8:30a Ladies Stellar Kids
12n Coffee Connect Junior High
Care Ministry 6:45p Adult Studies
Mends Bible Study
8:30p
College Grp
16 17 18 19
10:15a 6:30p
Prayer Meeting 6:45p Stellar Kids
Men&s Bi b Dueior HBighu d y
Adult Studies
6p Buildings &
Properties Meeting 8:30p
7:30p College Grp
Missions Meeting
23 24 25 26
10:15a 7a Walking Group 6:30p
Prayer Meeting 8:30 Ladies Stellar Kids
Connect Group Junior High

30
10:15a
Prayer Meeting

6:45p
Mends

Adult Studies

Bi bB:&p St udy

College Grp

Thursday

7p Leadership
Board Meeting

Friday

13

20

7p
High School Game
Night

27
Ladies Retreat

Saturday

7

14

21
10a Hiking at Iron
Horse

28
Ladies Retreat






