
 



 
Government.  What comes to your mind when you see that 
word? In these times we live in, I tend to think of division, 
disorder, and dishonesty. I must not be alone because the 
approval ratings for government leaders are near record 
lows. Many see no real hope to fix the mess that is … 
government. 
 
And the Government Shall Be Upon His Shoulder.   
 
Seven hundred years before the coming of Christ, Isaiah the 
prophet described the Messiah to come.  He first says, “unto 
us a child is born.”  This describes the humanity of the 
Messiah, to be born as a baby, one of us.  He then says, 
“unto us a son is given.”  This speaks of His divinity.  The 
son was to be not born but given, because He always was.  
For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only 
Son.  And then Isaiah describes Him as having the 
“government on his shoulder.”   What does this mean?   
 
1.  Jesus’ Government is not of this World 
Notice that it wasn’t just any government that would be upon 
His shoulder, it was the government.  Jesus described this 
government as the kingdom of God, something He taught on 
more than any other subject.  Shortly before His crucifixion 
he told Pilate, “My kingdom is not of this world.” …  "You 
are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right 
in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and 
for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.” (John 
18:36-7).  So the government of Jesus is a spiritual kingdom, 
the spiritual realm in which God’s kingship is honored and 
His rule is respected and obeyed.  So, while we are citizens 
of an earthly kingdom, Christians also belong to a heavenly 
kingdom, one that is good and strong and will ultimately 
prevail.   

 
2.  Jesus has all Authority 
 
The idea of something being on the shoulder speaks of 
authority.  For example, God spoke of the Messiah to  
come in Isaiah 22:22 saying, I will place on his shoulder the 
key to the house of David; what he opens no one can shut, 
and what he shuts no one can open.  This speaks of the 
spiritual authority Jesus would be given.  Later Jesus himself 
said, All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me (Matthew 28:18).  It is encouraging to know that however 
messed up our earthly governments might get, King Jesus, 
whose throne is founded on justice and righteousness, is in 
control!  No matter how bad things get, He has a plan and is 
working everything together for good and for the glory of 
His Father. 
 
3.  Jesus Was Born to Die in Order to Save Us 
 
Before Jesus came, God’s government was known as the 
Law.  All humanity fell short of the standards in the Law and 
stood guilty before a holy God, deserving the full penalty of 
sin.  Jesus said of the Pharisees and their teaching of the 
Law, They tie up heavy loads and put them on men’s 
shoulders (Matthew 23:4).   But there was a new government 
God was bringing, one that would not be upon our shoulders 
but upon the shoulder of His own Son.  On the road to 
Calvary, what was Jesus carrying on His shoulder?  He was 
carrying the cross, the symbol of God’s new government!  
The Law brought guilt and death, but through the cross, we 
who were law breakers were given forgiveness and eternal 
life. 
 
Praise be to God for the greatest Christmas gift ever given:  
His Son, Jesus Christ.  We belong to His heavenly kingdom, 
He is ultimately in control of every earthly kingdom, and the 
old government that brought me death He placed on His own 
shoulder.  That’s what Christmas is all about.  Have a great 
one! 

 

And the Government Shall Be Upon His Shoulder 
 

By Billy Ford, Pastor 

 



An Update from Horst & Kathrin Koch, our  
YWAM missionaries in Altensteig, Germany. 
 
Dear Friends at Bouquet Canyon Church, 
We want to share a very personal testimony of what God has 
done for us. We had mentioned that we will need to move into 
another house because we need to reduce living expenses now 
that our kids are leaving home. It all started in our first year of 
marriage. A well known prophet here in Germany approached 
us and told us, that God wants to give us a house with a gar-
den. We had Matthew 6.33 chosen as the guiding verse for our 
marriage and our immediate reaction was, that we want to 
build the Kingdom, we don’t care about having a house. 
 
When we started having kids it made a lot more sense that we could well use a house instead of renting an apartment. We found a 
little house - but only to rent - and were fine with it. But at the back of our minds in the midst of raising our kids we felt it would be 
a good time to have our own place. Kathrin and I prayed sometimes about it, we looked at what was offered on the market but 
never felt perfect unity and so we did not pursue any of the options. 
In the past three years as it became clear that the kids would be out soon we felt a root of disappointment in our hearts because 
we had thought that God had really meant what he said through the man of God in 1991. But nothing worked out. So Kathrin built 
a card board house symbolizing the prophesied house and burnt it outside in our garden. I said to God that I give back this prophe-
cy and do not expect anything of him anymore because the thought of it had grown painful. We both said to God that we believe 
he could do it but we did not expect anything anymore (yes, inner bankruptcy). We did not want to chase for the vision but if God 
wanted to do something he needed to present it on a plate in front of us“. 
And boy, did God do something! 
 
Starting in March, Kathrin took a different look at the house of our neighbor. She was an almost 96 years old lady and we visited 
her sometimes, invited her for lunch, mowed her lawn and helped her when she was in need. But it was a smelly house and it was 
always a relief to leave it and get some fresh air in our lungs. Well, in March Kathrin dared to raise the question what will happen 
with her house once she dies. With a bit of an awkward feeling we went in our minds through the house and felt like this would be 
a perfect fit. It has a good size apartment in the middle which we could live in with our downsized lives. It has an nice apartment in 
the lower level which we could rent out. And it has some rooms in the roof that we could for now keep available for our kids since 
there is still a lot of coming and going, and then we could later rent out that apartment as well. We did not feel comfortable to 
think these thoughts while our neighbor was still living in her house. In June it happened - she died about two weeks before her 
97th birthday. We were in contact with her family and God gave a perfect moment to drop the information, that we were interest-
ed in looking into buying the house. 
 
They were happy to offer it to us instead of having a realtor sell it to just anybody. 
Agreeing on a price was not too easy because we had a financial advisor involved and we knew exactly our limit. When it came to 
final negotiations with the owners Kathrin and I made up our minds and said we believe that this is the promised house but we will 
not buy it no matter what the cost. Well, the price they asked for was - after we had pushed it down already - still 25% above our 
non negotiable limit. Our financial advisor had already told us that the house is worth what they were asking for. We felt discour-
aged and said that we wanted to sleep one night over it - and pray. 
When Kathrin and I had breakfast the next morning we affirmed each other: Not at any cost! and were ready to step back. Right at 
that time a friend of ours sent a message - her husband had pushed her and demanded her to send the message right then. The 
content was: Kathrin and Horst, this is your house, it fits, it is worth the price and you need to buy it. To make it more easy for you 
we want to give you an a loan with no time limit and interest free - and the amount they named was exactly the 25% we were 
short of. We sat there at the breakfast table speechless and in tears. And we went over and told them the story and put our stake 
in the ground. 
 
That was late August. We then had to find a bank that would give us the loan we needed and that was another journey… I am too 
old to buy a house, we do not earn enough money and our retirement payment will be too low… The first bank we asked is related 
to the Lutheran church and they are known for helping people in ‘special life conditions’ like missionaries with low income and liv-
ing by donations and not a regular salary. We put our hope in them (and God) and it turned out at the end that we did not earn 
enough - they did not count the support that goes directly to our account like the support you send monthly - and they would not 
negotiate with us and said a strict no. That was shocking. I got the email at around 1 pm and a phone call from our local bank at 3 
pm. We have good relationships with the people in the bank but we are no big customers to them. Anyway, the lady said that she 
heard we wanted to buy a house and wanted to ask whether we need financing and whether they could make an offer to us. I was 



so confused that I had to ask a number of times what her name was. But it was true and she was serious. So we made an appoint-
ment and to make the long story short: Yesterday I got another call from her and she said that the executive board had met and 
agreed to do the financing for the house and that we can sign the contract next week. 
I don’t know whether this comes across or not. But I felt like Sarah when the angel promised a child and she looked at her withered 
body and laughed only to be dumbfounded by God’s ever surprising way of doing things the right moment. 
We feel like it is the perfectly right house for us at the exactly right time in our lives and with a financing that actually reduces our 
cost of living and will give us in the future some income to live from when we have to change gears in missions work. 
Right now we are doing a lot of renovating and preparing ourselves to move towards the end of December. It is quite a list of things 
to do but I can’t tell you how different and joyful it feels when I invest my strength into our house. 
 
Two last side notes: 
In October last year I felt during a prayer time that I was suffering under some kind of slave mentality: It has always been the case 
that I worked a lot for others, gladly served, even helped others and YWAM to buy and renovate houses but at the end I stood 
there with empty hands - and an unfulfilled promise. During this prayer time I broke the "curse of slave mentality“ and left it to 
God to do something with it. I wrote a note in my notebook and had written that the due signal of breaking the curse would be the 
fulfillment of the prophecy. I did not think anymore about what I had prayed and written down. But this October I found the note 
and marveled again about God’s goodness. The second side note is that I am an Ap-
ple user since the early nineties - I am not smart enough for Windows :-)  The house 
we are buying is where Hartmut Esslinger comes from and he an industrial designer 
which means he also designed early Apple     computers. So Steve Jobs visited Hart-
mut Esslinger once in Altensteig and was in  
the very house we will be moving in. I consider this a ‘go for it’ from God :-) 
 
Blessings to you all - I hope it is encouraging to not give up hope and keep trusting 
God that he will not come late to fulfill his promises.  
 
Horst and Kathrin Koch 
 

Other Updates 

The radio station that Ray Robinson is involved with - Voice of Hope newsletter,  
click on the picture to read the newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Chris & Vanda Newman, our missionaries in  Cambodia - 
Click here for update 
 
 

 

 Also, if you haven’t seen this already: 50th Anniversary video 
(a huge thanks to Greg Theroux for his hard work on this!) 
 

Click here to view the video. 
 

http://mailchi.mp/38afc3b0646e/cambodia-update-nov-2017?e=1254660ef2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QI5-n06lAus&index=1&t=19s&list=FLWlsZ09dVh3V2FMBwVXocOg
http://voiceofhope.com/newsletters/Strategic_Communications_Group_Newsletter_-_December_2017.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QI5-n06lAus&index=1&t=19s&list=FLWlsZ09dVh3V2FMBwVXocOg


Christmas Caroling 

Sunday December 17th at 4pm 

Spread some Christmas cheer to those in need! 

Join us as we sing traditional carols and 

bring encouragement to people in our church 

and community. 

Everyone is welcome, especially children! 

There will be hot soup, bread, and Christmas 

cookies to share following the caroling. 

FosterAll (formerly Child S.H.A.R.E.) 

This year we are hosting a  

Christmas Breakfast  

on Saturday December 23, for about 10 boys 

from a foster group home, in an effort to give 

them a Christmas celebration that they 

wouldn’t otherwise enjoy. 

We will be cooking and serving breakfast, 

singing carols, playing games and giving gifts. 

If you feel you can help with any of this 

please let us know, either to the church office, 

or talk to Ed & Beatriz Andino. 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 Kid’s Christmas Musical, ‘Jingle Bell Beach’    

  Sunday, December 10 at 9 & 11 am 

 Junior High Christmas Party,       

  Wednesday, December 13 at 6:30 pm 

 High School Christmas Party,       

  Friday, December 15 at 7 pm 

 Ladies Christmas Continental Breakfast,     

  Saturday, December 16, 9-11am 

 Christmas Caroling,        

  Sunday, December 17 at 4 pm 

 Family Promise week,        

  December 17 - 24, 2017 

 FosterAll Christmas Breakfast,      

  Saturday, December 23, at 9:30 am 

 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 7 pm 

 Wednesday Night Groups on break Dec 20 through Jan 3,  

  begins again on Wednesday January 10, at 6:30 pm 

 Annual Church Business Meeting,      

  Sunday, January 28, at 4 pm with potluck dinner 

 

If you are interested in knowing more about any of these events, please 

call the church office at 296-2400  



 

 

 

Thank YOU for your contributions to this event. 

YOU packaged and donated 60 shoe boxes. Wow!! 

***********************  

Give a Gift of Hope 
Donate food and other needed items to our local  

Santa Clarita Valley Food Pantry 

Items Most Needed -  

* Peanut Butter, * Macaroni & Cheese, * Canned Meat & Fruit, *Canned Tuna,                            

* Large size Diapers, *Children’s toothbrushes, * Toothpaste 

Items can be dropped off in the bin provided by the Resource Table.   

Thank you 

*********************** 

 

The BCC Kids’ Choir will be          

performing their annual  

Christmas Musical - 

Jingle Bell Beach 

Sunday, December 10th at 9am & 11am 

Snacks on the patio between services 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

3 Advent 
9 & 11a Worship 
9a Kids Choir 
9:15a 201 Class 
9:30a Teen Sunday 
School Class 
9:30a Christian   
Beliefs Class 
6p High School 

4 
10a  
Prayer Meeting 
 

5 
6:45p Men’s Bible 
Study 
 

6 
6:30p 
- Stellar Kids 
- Junior High 
- Adult Studies 
 

8:15p College Grp 

7 
 

8 
6.30p  
Leadership Board 
Christmas Party 

9 
9a Kids Choir  
Rehearsal 
 

10 Advent 
9 & 11a Worship 
& Kids Christmas 
Musical 
9:30a Teen Sunday 
School Class 
9:30a Christian   
Beliefs Class 

6p High School 
6:30p Saugus Life 
Group 

11 
10a  
Prayer Meeting 

12 
7a Walking the 
Paseos Group 
8:30a Ladies  
Connect Group 
 
 
 
6:45p 
Men’s Bible Study 
 

13 
6:30p 
- Stellar Kids 
- Junior High 
- Adult Studies 
 

8:15p College Grp 
 
 
 

14 
 

15 
7p High School 
Christmas Party 

16 
9a Ladies Christmas 
Continental Breakfast 
 

17 Advent 
9 & 11a Worship 
9:30a Teen Sunday 
School Class 
9:30a Christian   
Beliefs Class 
Family Promise 
 

18 Family Promise 
10a  
Prayer Meeting 
 
7:30p Missions 
Meeting 

19 Family Promise 
 
 
 
6:45p 
Men’s Bible Study 
 

20 Family Promise 
 
 
 
8:15p  
College Grp 
 

21 Family Promise 
 

22 Family Promise 
 

23 Family Promise 
9a Christmas Break-
fast party - Outreach 
 

24 Christmas Eve 
9 & 11a Worship 
 
 
7p  
Candlelight Service 

25 Christmas Day 
Office Closed 
 
 
 

26 
Office Closed 
 
6:45p 
Men’s Bible Study 
 

27 
 

 
8:15p  
College Grp 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
9 & 11a Communion 
& Worship 
9:30a Teen Sunday 
School Class 
9:30a Christian   
Beliefs Class 

      




