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FOR OVER FORTY YEARS, 
Great Cities Missions has been 
helping church planting mission 
teams establish churches in the 
Latin World. Our staff is our 
ministry. When you support Great 
Cities Missions, you support people 
like Ron and Georgia Freitas. 
 The year was 1981. They pulled 
up in front of the Seminary and at 
least 6 people piled out of a Gold 
Chevrolet Monte Carlo. Half of that 
group was fully bearded and still 
wearing the oil-field clothes from 
where they lived in California. On 
a scale of 1 to 10 of “conforming” 
and making it through the three 
years, the first judgment call was a 
weak “1”. (My chances weren’t any 
better.) We identified with them 

and became friends immediately. 
It has been 36 years. We served in 
Brasil together for more than half 
of that time. 
 We have cried, worked, laughed, 
sweat, prayed, made mistakes, 
relaxed, exhorted, encouraged, 
confronted each other, irritated 
each other, and held each other up 
many times. There are a hundred 
stories I could share with you about 
them. It would be difficult to 
know where to start and 
where to end. 
 This is the 
one thing that 
I am sure 
about Ron 
and Georgia.  
They are 

faithful people. Meaning faith FULL 
people. In the midst of storms, 
mistakes, victories and phases in 
life, they have focused on Jesus and 
the mission and will of our heavenly 
Father. They piled out of that Monte 
Carlo looking like they didn’t stand  
a chance. What God will do  
with faithful people is what you  
see in the life of Ron and Georgia 
Freitas. 
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Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Brazil
Recife The Recife Team was the  
first GCM team to go to the field in  
the 80’s. Regis, one of three elders at  
the Boa Vista church, recently began 
a mentoring program for five younger 
couples. The purpose is leadership 
development with an eye towards 
preparing these couples to lead the 
church more effectively now and in  
the future.

Campo Grande The Campo Grande Team 
was a GCM team that went to the field in 
the early 80’s. This fall the Campo Grande 
church is preparing to choose elders. The 
church is utilizing Sunday school class 
time, sermons and special workshops 
to prepare the membership to choose 
these new leaders. The new eldership will 
be chosen and instituted in December. 

MÉXICO
Cuautitlán The Alborada church in  
Mexico City celebrated its 6th anniversary 
with 200 present. GCM Staff member 
Calvin Henry was invited to preach at 
the anniversary service. The church has 
outgrown its rented meeting place and 
plans to build its own building next year. 

because
of your
support

Ron and Georgia Freitas 

The Freitas Family, c. 1980 

3939 Beltline Rd., Suite 705
Addison, TX  75001
greatcities.org



At the end of the twentieth century, Venezuela was one of the 
wealthiest, most economically thriving countries in South America. 
It was a country rich with natural resources and exports. Today, two 
failed government regimes coupled with a global drop in oil prices 
have left this country with a growing humanitarian crisis. Everyday 
necessities such as food and household products are scarce and 
difficult to purchase. Medicine is virtually impossible to find and 
exorbitantly expensive to buy. Hospital patients must bring their 
own medical supplies. Hyper-inflation has forced Venezuelans to 
use wheelbarrows of money to purchase gasoline. Over the last 
year, the average Venezuelan has lost twenty pounds because food 
is so scarce. Immense, urgent needs are compounded by the fact 
that the government refuses to acknowledge the need for help, 
even taking measures to restrict large-scale assistance efforts.

The mission team 
in Cúcuta has done 
a tremendous job 
buying, storing, 
assembling and 
distributing supplies 
to Venezuelans who 
need it most. Since 
May of this year, the 
team has distributed 
over 800 bags of 
food to over 1500 
Venezuelan families. 
Venezuelans have 
traveled as long as 
22 hours to get to 
Cúcuta for help. This effort has undoubtedly saved lives and 
filled an important gap. We need your help to continue this 
incredible work.

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO RAISE 
$100,000 TO ENABLE US TO SEND 
AS MANY SACKS OF SUPPLIES AS 
POSSIBLE TO HELP OUR BROTHERS 
AND SISTERS IN VENEZUELA.

Several years ago, Great Cities Missions began working with a 
team of graduates from the Baxter Institute who felt called to 
plant a church in Cúcuta, Colombia. Cúcuta is a city of about 
900,000 people that sits on the Colombia-Venezuela border. 
This team and church now finds itself in the unique position of 
being one of the few places working to get relief supplies into 
Venezuela.

Aid organizations are not 
sending food and supplies 
because they are confiscated 
by corrupt government 
officials and sold on the 
black market. Another factor 
complicating relief aid is that 
the border is currently closed 
to vehicle traffic, allowing 
only pedestrian crossing. The 
footbridge border crossing, 
located in Cúcuta, is one of 
the few access points to get 
aid into the hands of people 
who need it. The process isn’t 
easy, requiring individuals 
to take supplies across one 
suitcase at a time.

3greatcities.org/venezuelanaid2

VENEZUELA  IS  A  COUNTRY IN CRIS IS .
You’ve seen the occasional news report flashing across your screen, but the gravity of the situation doesn’t sink in until you’re 
visiting face to face with Venezuelans — seeing how their clothes hang off them because the scarcity of food has meant skipping 
meals every day; hearing about a funeral for an eight-year-old boy who couldn’t get insulin; looking into the eyes of once proud 
Venezuelans and seeing nothing but frustration, anger, and despair at a situation over which they have no control.

You can 
always donate 

online at 
greatcities.org/

donate

I want to help GCM share Christ with the Latin 
World with a monthly / one-time (circle one) 
gift of $________.

 please charge my credit card

name on card  _______________________________________________

card no.  _____________________________________________________

billing address_______________________________________________

security code ____________________ exp. date  ________________

 check enclosed 
      (please remit to Great Cities Missions 
      3939 Belt Line Road, Suite 705 • Addison, Texas 75001)

On August 25th-27th seventeen men 
came together to prepare and pray for the 
upcoming trip they will make to Atibaia, 
Brazil.  Each of these men will serve as a 
part of this year’s “care team” for the week 
long missionary renewal retreat called 
Connections taking place early October.  
They will be ministering to 50 missionaries 
throughout the week, providing spiritual 
nourishment, counseling, friendship and 
encouragement. The retreat is held in a 
beautiful setting and offered free of charge 
to the missionaries.  Please be praying 
that God will bless the efforts of this GCM 
sponsored renewal.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Three golf tournaments in three weeks is no easy task.  
We had a great time seeing everyone who came out and hope  
you enjoyed playing. Thank you to everyone who helped with  

Great Cities Missions Golf Classic in Tulsa, Nashville and  
Dallas –sponsors, volunteers, staff, and of course the players.  

We look forward to doing it all again next year!

Your Gift to 
Great Cities

Missions

Dollar-for-Dollar
Matching Gift

up to $300,000*

DOUBLE
the Funding 
to Support

Great Cities Missions!

+ =

Donate Before 
December 31, 2017

and your gift
will be DOUBLED!

*Matching Grant expires December 31, 2017.
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