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Why? & Why Now?     
 
Members of Chapin United Methodist Church may choose to vote to disaffiliate from the greater United Methodist 
denomination in order to preserve its mission, to retain its principals and practices of traditional, Wesleyan theology, 
and to own all church property free and clear of any trust claims by its current denomination. 
    

WHY?  

• Theological misalignment – Progressive theology is quickly becoming the prevailing standard within the 
greater United Methodist denomination. There are some Bishops, pastors, and seminaries that no longer believe 
or teach that Jesus died for our sins. They no longer believe or teach that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life and the only way to God the Father is through Him. They no longer believe in the authority of the Bible as 
God’s Holy Word.  
  
• Preservation of mission – Chapin UMC’s mission has not changed in 22 years: Help people connect with the 

saving love of Jesus, together grow in that love, and share that love freely with each other and the world. Chapin 

UMC is committed to upholding the traditional, apostolic witness of Holy Scripture as authoritative in all matters 

of faith and practice. The historic Christian faith, as documented in the Bible, offers a transforming relationship 

with the living God through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. It cannot be replaced, reinvented or 

rewritten by individuals who seek to make a different version of personal truth, morality and understanding of 

righteousness. Through disaffiliation Chapin UMC seeks to strengthen and advance its current role as a leading 

Methodist congregation without further delay, disruption, redirection by United Methodist leadership.   

 

• Full Property ownership – Disaffiliation will release Chapin UMC from the United Methodist property trust 

clause — a historic claim made by the UMC and written into our articles of incorporation as a means of retaining 

ownership rights to our church property.  
 

WHY NOW? 

 • Limited Timing — Bishop Holston and the board of trustees have given a March 1, 2023, deadline to complete 

this process. If not completed by March 1, the process will be delayed until 2024. There is a concern that when 

the General Conference meets in 2024, this separation process may no longer be available or may be more 

difficult and expensive. 

 • Bishop Appointment — Presiding SC Annual Conference Bishop Jonathan Holston is with us until the end of 

2024. The incoming bishop could be much more progressive in theology and practice. The bishop carries 

authority to re-assign any of our pastors to another church within our geographic region.  

 

• Revised mission — A new lead pastor may come to Chapin UMC with a revised ministry focus and new 

programming agendas; there could be changes in existing worship and programs. Church staff, church culture 

and community climate would shift. 

 

• Terms may change — Terms for disaffiliation in the SC Annual Conference are not the most favorable, nor are 

they the most unfavorable of other conferences in the UMC. A new bishop may assert influence and ask the 

Chapin UMC to support new terms of disaffiliation, making it more difficult and more expensive for churches to 

leave the SCAC beginning in 2025.   



 

• Higher apportionments — A smaller UMC following widespread departures of more traditional congregations 
mean there are fewer churches left to fund operations of the denomination. This may very well result in budget 
cuts and significantly higher apportionments for each remaining congregation. 

 


