
I would like to begin this week’s letter to you, the precious people of faith of 
Chapin UMC, by simply saying “Thank You!” Thank you for allowing the love of 
Jesus to be so evident in your words, in your actions, and in your 
generosity. During a season when many who are holding on tightly, and even 
accumulating out of their fears, you are examples of living open-handedly and 
generously. And I just want you to know that you are not just appreciated, but 
admired, and God is being glorified through you! 
  
The Apostle Paul recognized the same heart of generosity from the Macedonian 
Christians almost 2,000 years ago. In his second letter to the Corinthians, he wrote 
this about the followers of Jesus in Macedonia: “…for in a severe test of affliction, 
their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, 
and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of 
taking part in the relief of the saints…”  -2 Corinthians 8:2-4 (ESV) 
  
Paul saw the gospel being advanced in other parts of the world because of the 
generosity of those Christians. This simple act of worship through giving meant 
that others would have opportunity to be ministered to, and hear the life-giving 
truth of the gospel! And so it is with you and I in this season. I want you to know 
how much I value your continued generosity and promise to you our continued 
faithful stewardship of those resources. Because of you and your commitment to 
giving (even in the midst of our inability to physically gather together) those funds 
are still going out and being used to proclaim the love, hope, peace, and joyful 
promise of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
  
Please know we understand that due to employment layoffs and cutbacks, etc., 
not everyone is in a position to give right now. No one should in any way feel any 
guilt or compulsion about giving, please just take care of you and your family’s 
real-time needs. As a matter of fact, if you are struggling financially, please reach 
out to us – we have resources that may be available to assist you in this time. Our 
prayers are for you and with you, as we are committed as always doing our very 
best to be the hands, feet, and voice of Jesus to all! 
  
In closing, remember that this coming Sunday, April 5th, is Palm Sunday. And while 
we will not be physically together, we will worship “together, apart” online at 9 



and 1115. Don’t miss it, as we continue in our series Deal With It – and as we mark 
what is the last week of Jesus earthly life as He points us to the cross.  
  
I love you guys so much – stay safe – stay healthy – and stay in love with God, 
Jody 
  
Here’s some additional FYI (you’ll hear more in the future): 
  
·       Palm Sunday 

• I want to encourage you to put a branch on the door (or in a window) 
of your home to help celebrate Palm Sunday. Any green branch you 
can get will work just fine. This is one way we can be connected as we 
begin our celebration of Holy Week. And please post a picture of your 
Palm Sunday display on social media, using the 
hashtag, #wewillworship Thanks! 

  
·       Good Friday Service 

• At 12 Noon on April 10th I will post on the ChapinUMC Facebook page a 
video message. I’m so excited about sharing God’s Word with you on 
Good Friday! 

  
·       Easter Sunday 

• Several of you have asked about the possibility of a “Drive-In” type 
service in the church parking lot, or a Community Wide service at the 
CHS Football Stadium. First, thanks for thinking about how we might 
worship on the most Holy of Sundays. Unfortunately, physically 
gathering together at this time isn’t our safest (and consequently, is 
not our best) option. I will explain in more detail next week. Thanks so 
much for your patience and cooperation. 

 


