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Chapin United Methodist Church 

Plan for Reopening our Campus 

and Associated Ministries 

 

As we look ahead to the summer, we are all hopeful that Sunday morning worship and 

ministries related to the church will soon begin again. The leadership at CUMC very much wants 

the same thing, and this tentative “Plan for Reopening” is intended to assist us with 

accomplishing that. Our intention, from the very beginning of this pandemic, has been to be 

both prudent and loving. This means that we will continue to take whatever steps and time 

necessary in order to ensure that our church family and community are as safe as possible. To 

that end, this tentative plan includes at least 3 (of our 4) phases which will continue to be 

heavily influenced by our Bishop, as well as Federal (CDC) and State (DHEC) guidance (i.e., if the 

information we are receiving shifts significantly, our plan will adjust accordingly): 

 

 

PHASE 1 – Weekend Worship Format Only. 

 

This phase will commence on Sunday, June 14th.  It will run through the summer and up to the 

beginning of whenever schools in the state of SC open.  This phase will be a “non-touch” phase.   

 

This phase will be worship services only.  We will meet on the following days/times: 

Sunday – 9am  Traditional  Main Sanctuary/Fellowship Hall/Choir Room 

Sunday – 1115am Contemporary  Main Sanctuary/Fusion Center/Fellowship Hall  

 

Worship spaces will be set up and marked out for appropriate social distancing requirements.  

Families will sit together.  There will be six feet distance between each family group and we will 

use alternating pews at each service in the Main Sanctuary 

 

Online registration will be available to “sign up” for each service to help us prepare accordingly, 

and to ensure that the space can abide by appropriate distance requirements. 

 

Individuals will be asked to bring their own bible and mask. Masks will be recommended and 

highly encouraged. For those who do not bring one but desire to wear one, we will have 

disposable masks available. 

 

There will be hand sanitizer available at the entrance. 

 

We will minimize the number of entrances/exits for each designated worship space.  

Appropriate signage as well as ushers/greeters will be available to guide and direct people to 

their seats and to the exits. 
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There will be volunteers to assist worshippers and they, along with staff, will wear masks at all 

times on Sunday mornings.  All staff and volunteers will have their temperature checked before 

assuming their duties.  Volunteers who are “vulnerable and at risk” (over 65 years old and/or 

having pre-existing conditions) have the opportunity to serve if they desire, however we will 

graciously remind them that there is absolutely no obligation to do so.  Whatever their comfort 

level, we will respect. 

 

Worshippers will be guided directly to their seats with no up-close socializing (so sorry) before 

or after the service. 

 

Since offering plates will not be passed during the services, we will continue to encourage our 

church family in their giving by online means, sending in their checks via the mail, etc. In 

addition, there will be non-touch giving boxes at the entrance/exit of each worship space so 

that those who choose to do so may give their gifts to the Lord in that way. 

 

In between services all non-porous surfaces to include folding chairs, doors, light switches, grab 

bars and wooden pew surfaces will be wiped down with appropriate cleaners 

 

Bathrooms will be open and monitored by volunteers.  Only two people at a time may be in a 

bathroom.  Signage will be posted asking individuals to practice safe hygiene.  Bathrooms will 

be wiped down in between services and there will be no touch soap dispensers, hand towel 

dispensers as well as no touch trash cans at the exits. Entry doors will be open at all times 

 

Water fountains will not be operational at this time.  There will not be any coffee stations in any 

spaces at this time. 

 

All Hymnals, handouts, informational brochures, pens, pencils, bulletins, etc. will be temporarily 

removed from the sanctuary and narthex.  All music lyrics and bible verses/sermon notes will 

be projected on the screens in each space.   

 

Choir and Orchestra.  There will be limited size of Choir or Orchestra each Sunday.  There will 

not be both on any given week.  Social distancing will be practiced; no choir practice permitted, 

musicians properly spaced for social distancing.  All microphones and music stands will be 

wiped down after each service.  Choir robes are not to be used 

 

Contemporary Worship Team.  Same rules apply as to choir/orchestra. 

 

We will not have a physical gathering of Sunday School, Children’s Ministry (WAVE), Transit, 

Fusion or Adult Small Groups during this phase.  We will continue to encourage our groups to 

meet via video means such as Zoom or Google Meet Up. 
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The only spaces on campus that will be open during this time will be the Main Sanctuary, the 

Fusion Center, the Fellowship Hall, and any other overflow or other associated spaces that are 

necessary for travel to and from those worship areas.  All other spaces will be unavailable. 

 

 

 

We will continue to stream our Sunday morning services over Facebook Live, Boxcast, Roku and 

other media formats for those who are over 65 years of age, have pre-existing conditions, are 

not comfortable  attending services yet, or are running a temperature. 

 

The campus will be closed for ministry events at all other times throughout the week.  

 

 

 

PHASE 2 – Staff Returns to the Office.  Beginning June 15th (Monday), staff will return to the 

office. This will be a staggered return.  This schedule will be in effect until otherwise directed.  

This would be a Mon and Wed or a Tue and Thu schedule.   The expectations are that when at 

home, you are still working, just like we have been since March. 

On the days you are scheduled to be at the office the following rules: 

• No congregating in individual offices 

• Keep 6 ft distance 

• When in a common area or meeting with others, masks are recommended, but not 

required as long as proper social distancing is practiced. 

• Individuals at risk because of age or underlying conditions are not expected to come in 

unless they desire. 

 

Draft Staggered Schedule  

Mon/Wed                           Tue/Thu 

Jody                                       Paul 

Alice                                      Rick 

Caroline                                Ann 

Hugo                                     John 

Mark                                     Lennie 

Natalie                                  Emily 

Marcy                                   Kay 

Curt                                        

Andrea 

 

We recognize that some staff may need to be in on same days for recording, planning meetings, 

Et, and that is fine.  Individual staff may come in on days they are not assigned, however, they 

may not share office space with anyone.  Example, Kay and Caroline cannot be in the office at 

the same time (Ann/Alice) (Hugo/Emily) (Mark/Lennie) (Natalie/Andrea) 
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PHASE 3 – Reopening of Additional Ministries 

 

At such time that the state reopens the schools for the new academic year, we will restart the 

Children, Teen, and Adult Sunday Morning Ministries.  Our Worship Services will also continue 

just as in Phase 1, subject to any social distancing or meeting changes/requirements. 

 

Children’s Ministry, Transit, Fusion and Adult Ministries will observe all guidelines that ensure 

the security, safety and health of our people. 

 

This section will include WHO will meet; WHEN they will meet; HOW they will meet; and 

WHERE they will meet.  

 

Phase 3 will include updated hygiene and health standards 

 

It is imperative that we diligently follow the appropriate guidelines during this phase, as we are 

susceptible as a nation and community to a second outbreak of COVID-19.  If there is any 

substantial risk to our people, then the church leadership will modify the requirements of Phase 

3, fall back to Phase 2, or simply postpone all services and ministry activities until such time it is 

safe to reopen. 

 

 

PHASE 4 – All Activities Resumed With No Restrictions 

 

Whenever this Phase arrives, and we pray that it will be sooner rather than later, it will be 

determined by federal and state authorities.  At that time, all ministries and other events will 

resume with no restrictions or limitations. 


