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T H E  C I R C U I T  R I D E R  

And how can anyone preach unless they are 

sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news!”  Romans 
10:15.  

 

In this day of instant news, it’s hard to imagine 

how information traveled in the ancient world.  
For example, when armies went out to battle, 
runners would be dispatched from the battle 
scene to return and inform the king as to the 
outcome of the battle (2 Samuel 18:26).  The 
prophet Isaiah wrote about the beauty of feet 
that came with good news (Isaiah 52:7). 
Isaiah was speaking prophetically of the good 
news that Israel would be returning to the 
homeland from exile in Babylon.  How beautiful 
were the feet of those who would bring that 
message!  And Israel’s return from exile was a 
preview of the spiritual release from sin that 
Christ would provide.  Paul quoted Isaiah 52:7 
when he referred to the Good News of the 
Gospel message of salvation quoted above.  He 
also referred to this passage when sharing 
about the believer’s armor: shoes that carry 
the Good News!  That news is that You and I 
are free from the captivity of sin. 

 

Several years ago I was blessed to go on an 

evangelistic mission trip to Colombia, South 
America. This trip was to go door to door in 
sharing the Gospel message of Christ with the 
people of Colombia. We were hoping for 
people to accept Christ and to establish village 
home churches.  I was blessed to accompany 
Keith Stewart, who was a member here at 
CUMC.  Keith was hesitant to fly to South 
America since he had been in a plane crash.  
Coming out of the crash uninjured, he had 

vowed never to fly again.  I did not know that 
at the time I kept asking him to go with me.  
He, being led by the Holy Spirit, finally agreed 
to go.  He and I loved the passage from 
Romans and shared it often with each other 
and the others in our group.  I gave Keith the 
nick name of “Sweet Feet.” I call him that to 
this day.  As a side note, upon his return, he 
felt the call to give up being a contractor and to 
become a United Methodist Pastor and share 
the Gospel of Christ full time.  Praise God for 
“Sweet Feet’s” calling and response. 

 

This past weekend we were able to celebrate 

our Global Impact Celebration with 28 of our 
mission partners who were able to come and 
share with us.  What an awesome collection of 
beautiful feet for us to interact and to share 
with!  Oh how beautiful are the feet of those 
missionaries that serve Christ in so many 
different ways and in so many different places! 
For you and me, we need to make sure that we 
carry the beautiful Gospel message with us 
daily wherever we find ourselves.  We need to 
be ready to share it with those who need and 
want to hear the Good News. 

 

Joseph Bayly, editor and columnist, wrote the 

following: “ Jesus didn’t commit the Gospel to 

an advertising agency; He commissioned 

disciples to carry the message.”  Brothers and 

Sisters, this commission is you and me. 

 

 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CARESSES    Paul Allen, Minister of Congregation 



Remember when you were just starting into 
adulthood and you were trying to figure out 
what to do with your life? (For some of us, we 
have to think WAY back!) If you’re like me, you 
probably spent some time in prayer about it. 
However, I always held back just a little. While I 
did ask for guidance, I stopped short of uttering 
the words “Lord, show me what you want me 
to do with my life and I will follow.” Why was I 
not willing to do this? Because I was terrified 
that God may want me to be . . .a missionary! 
That’s right. It scared me to death. The thought 
of having to live across the world somewhere, 
away from all my family, without all the 
comforts of life that I was accustomed to truly 
petrified me. I couldn’t figure out why God 
would do that to anybody! 
 
I laugh now when I think back about that, and I 
think God probably got a chuckle out of it too. 
How immature I was in my faith! I wanted to 
trust God, and in my heart I thought I did, but I 
just couldn’t seem to give up some of the 
control. While God did not (at least not yet), 
call me to pack up all my belongings and move 
across the world somewhere, he DID call me to 
be a missionary. And guess what? He called 
YOU to be one too! 
 
Last weekend, Chapin UMC had our Global 
Impact Celebration, which brought together 
our mission partners from around the world 
and right here in Chapin. It was our opportunity 
to come together as a church body and love 
and encourage these incredible servants of 
Christ. We ate together, we sang together, we 
worshipped together – and ALL of them 
showed such incredible joy! When you listened 
to each of them talk about their ministries, you 
couldn’t help but be amazed at the extraordinary 
work of the Holy Spirit in their lives. These 

were some happy people! God DID call them 
into the mission field and they love it. God has 
blessed them and their ministries and the 
Gospel is being shared with those who 
desperately need it! 
 
God calls you and me into the mission field too. 
What I didn’t realize so many years ago was 
that EVERY Christian is called to be a missionary. 
The Great Commission is not a suggestion, it’s 
a declaration; in fact, it’s the last thing that 
Jesus told us to do before he ascended into 
heaven.   “Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age” Matthew 
28:19-20. These are Jesus’s last words to us, 
and we should embrace them. What many of 
us don’t realize is that our mission field may be 
in our own home or at our office or at school. 
Not all missionaries live in foreign lands. You 
don’t have to travel great distances to share 
the Gospel - share it wherever you are! THAT 
makes you (and me) a missionary!  
 
Where is your mission field? What are you 
doing to obey Jesus’s final words to us? If you 
haven’t seen yourself as a missionary yet, start 
small. Maybe you could just invite someone to 
church or take some cookies over to a new 
neighbor. Volunteer your time at We Care or 
Good Works, right here in Chapin. If the idea of 
a little travel is ok with you, contact someone 
on our Missions Team about upcoming trips. 
Some are close by, others a little further away. 
There are countless ways to share the Gospel. 
The important thing is that you’re doing it. So, 
go and find your mission field! God will bless 
you for it!  

 Calling All Missionaries! (Yes, YOU!) Becky McCormack, Lay Leader 



Thank you Chapin UMC for 
making our donation drive 
for Palmetto Place Children 
and Youth Services a 
huge success!  We were 
able to collect enough 
items to fill two large SUV’s.  
The items were transported 
to Platt Springs UMC by 
Kathy Roberts, Jenny Rawlings, 
and Cornelia Smith. 

 

The August Festival of 
Tables was a big success.  
Thanks to Susan Turner and 
her team for their hard work.  Over $6300 was 
raised to support missions for women, children, and 
youth.  Chapin UMW is partnering with Emily 
Wheaton and Transit to pack meals for Haiti on 
October 23rd ,and $3000 from the proceeds of the 
Festival will go towards this project. 

 

The Garage Sale in September netted over $6600.  
Carolyn Pott and her committee did a fantastic 
job.  We appreciate all who contributed items 
for sale and to those who worked so hard to 
make this event so successful. 

 

The Chapin unit of UMW donated $500 to 
purchase sheets for Afghan refugees who have 
come to the United States as part of a relocation 
mission.  Other items were donated by the Helen 
Rainey Circle, Marjorie Derrick Circle, and the 
Flowers Circle, as well as from individuals. 

 

The virtual Columbia District Annual Meeting was 
held Saturday, September 18th.  Guest speaker for 
the event was Rev. Sharon Risher, author of For 
Such a Time as This:  Hope and Forgiveness After 
the Charleston Massacre. Scripture reference was 
from Esther 4:14, “For if you remain silent at this 
time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise 
from another place, but you and your father ’s 
family will perish.  And who knows but that you 

h av e  c o m e  t o  r o ya l  
position for such a time as 
this.”  We are called to 
speak up for those who do 
not have a voice! 

 

During the District 
meeting several women 
from our church were rec-
ognized: 
Celebration of Life for our 
Heavenly Sisters 2020-
2021:  Jean Jonte and Pat 
Mullins 
Woman of the Year:  

Evie Shelton 
Reading Program:  Plan 2-Peg Barker, Linda 
DuRant, J e n ny  R a w l i n g s ,  Ev i e  S h e l t o n ,  
Cornelia Smith 
Plan 3-Joanne Brucker, Pat Gundler 
The unit received t h e  fo l l o w i n g  a w a rd s :   
Mission Today, Diamond Unit/Charter for Racial 
Justice, Five Star/Gold Seal, and Campaign for 
Children. 

 

October is Bethlehem Center Spartanburg Special 
Emphasis Month.  The center provides services for 
the community with after school care, senior 
programs, and food bank. 
 

Flowers Circle will host senior bingo at Crooked 
Creek Tuesday, October 12th.  The  seniors look 
forward to playing and winning prizes.  It’s a fun 
time for the seniors and the circle members who 
participate. 

 

The South Carolina Conference UMW is holding 
their annual meeting October 23rd.  The theme is 
“Exercising Faith Over Fear”.  A link to the virtual 
meeting will be available closer to the meeting  
date. 

CHAPIN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN     

      Cornelia  Smith, President 



 

The First Connections team needs YOU! Join us for lunch on Oct. 24th at 12:30pm 

for a chance to meet some of our wonderful volunteers and hear why this ministry is so 
very important in the life of our church! Afterwards you’ll have the opportunity to link up 
with one of our teams. Simply click the link below to register today! https://
chapinumc.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1015087 . 

Grief Share:  Hey I’d like to start advertising the Grief share – surviving the holidays 

event that will take place on Nov. 7th. I think the need is there and we’d have plenty of folks 
who could use this support. If we could get it in the newsletter for the month of October 
that would be awesome. Here’s the link to register for the group: https://
chapinumc.churchcenter.com/groups/care-groups/grief-share  

 

WE CARE PANTRY NEEDS 

CUMC MONTHLY DEATHS 

From Pastor Jody Flowers, his family, and the 

entire CUMC family, our prayers and deepest 

sympathy to the families of…. 

OCTOBER We Care Needs:  Peanut butter/ Jelly, Chili, Soup, Dried Beans, 

Grits, Rice, Mac & Cheese, Canned Tuna/Salmon, Pork & Beans, Spam, Canned 
Chicken, Pasta, Spaghetti Sauce, Turnip/Collard Greens, Laundry Detergent, 
Personal Hygiene Items, ie Toothbrushes, Toothpaste. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Dylan Robinson - Josh Geddings’  Brother in Law 
   Harry E. Cromer, Sr. – Harry Cromer’s Grandfather 
   Doris Tyler – Frank Tyler’s Mother 
   James Waters – Barbara Guyton’s Brother 
   Dianne Christian – Bill Christian’s Wife 
   Miss Milly Cregger – Morris Cregger’s Mother 

https://chapinumc.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1015087
https://chapinumc.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1015087
https://chapinumc.churchcenter.com/groups/care-groups/grief-share
https://chapinumc.churchcenter.com/groups/care-groups/grief-share


“ONE”   OCTOBER 1, 2021     Paul Allen, Minister of Congregation 

Sunday School Attendance 
Worship Attendance Traditional 
Worship Attendance Contemporary 
                             Worship Total 
Sunday School Offering 
Offering for Budget 
Received to Date 
Budget Needs to Date 
Year to Date 
Unbudgeted Expenses Paid 
Year to date +/- 
Unbudgeted Expense YTD 
 
Received for Building Fund 
Received to Date  
Loan I payment principal 
Loan I payment interest 
Loan I Balance (Phase I & II) 
Loan II payment principal 
Loan II payment interest 
Loan II Balance 
Transfer/Interest/etc. 
Project Expenses Paid 
Cash on Hand 
 

  
 
  
 
 

60,328.05 
1,653,606.34 
1,329,650.00 

  
 

211,035.00 

885.00 
58,964.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

291,581.91 

  
 
  
 
  

32,361.30 
1,685,967.64 
1,467,200.00 

  
 

218,768.00 
  

  
 
  
 
  

45,094.46 
1,770,158.41 
1,558,900.00 

 
 

211,258.00 

545.00 
63,339.00 

  
  
  
  
  
  

30,000.00  
   

325,956.91 

…. A Look at God’s Faithfulness ….  

August 1 August 8 August 22 August 15 

 
 
  
  
  

39,096.31 
1,725,063.95 
1,513,050.00 

 
 

212,014.00 

  280.00 
63,619.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

326,236.91 

2,320.00 
65,939.00 
19,500.00  
8,514.14  

2,371,900.00  
8,200.00  
8,370.14  

2,337,800.00  
 
 

283,972.63 

 

August 29 

  
 
  
 

10.00  
48,852.16 

1,819,020.57 
1,604,750.00 

 
 

214,271.00 

815.00 
66,754.00 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 

284,787.63 

ONE CHURCH 
 The total cost of our Phase III Building Project was $10,405,039. 
 Current mortgage balance as of 8/31/2021 is $2,371,900.   
 We began our permanent loan on 6/24/2009 by borrowing $6,570,500. 
 We have paid $4,159,400 towards the loan principal.  
  Loan on the new construction $2,337,800. 
 Total Long Term Liabilities $4,709,700. 
 

ONE DREAM 
 
 Our Church agreed upon two CRITICAL areas of expansion: 
 Additional “on grade” parking on the North Side of the Campus  (cost) $400,000 to purchase - 

$450,000 to develop.  It is being fully utilized.   Praise – Praise - Praise 
 New Children’s Ministry Building (estimated cost) $2,600,000.  It is now fully furnished and available 

to be utilized.   It is absolutely awesome! Praise – Praise - Praise 
 Amick’s Ferry Access:  Being utilized. Praise – Praise - Praise 
 

QUESTIONS 
 If you have any questions regarding the building program or the finances involved, please call Caro-

line Fogle or Paul Allen for discussion.  Your call will be welcomed,  and as the saying goes, there is 
no foolish question. 



 Membership Class.  Foundations: Oct. 3rd a t  1 2 : 3 0  w i t h  l u n c h  p r o v i d e d .  V i s i t  
Chapinumc.com and scroll down to find the online registration link. In this class we’ll share 
the foundational principals of the church and you’ll learn more specifically about who we 
are at Chapin UMC and what we’re all about. After attending the class, y o u ’ l l  h a v e  t h e  
opportunity to join the membership here.  

 
 Volunteers Needed.  Are you interested in serving at Chapin UMC? We will get you connected. 
 
 Wednesday Morning Prayer Call.  We will meet in the Fellowship Hall Wednesday morning 

from 6:00 am to 7:00 am. Hope to see you there! 
 
 50 Forward Luncheon will be Wednesday, October 6th, in the Fellowship Hall from 10:30 

am to 12:30 pm. Our guests will be Mayor David Knight and Director of Public Affairs, 
Nicholle Burroughs letting us know "W h a t ' s  H a p p e n i n g  i n  C h a p i n . "  T h e y  w i l l  
e n t e r t a i n  questions after their presentation. Sign-up by calling any of the following: 

 Ginny Morris (803.603.0313) Judy Hanners (803.807.8158) Joy Bruner (803.422.5577)  
 
 Small Groups and Sunday School Classes:  God created us to live in community! Community 

happens when we simply do this thing called life together. Community at Chapin UMC 
means we apply God’s word in our lives, encourage one another, pray for one another’s 
needs, celebrate the highs and have a shoulder to lean on in the lows. Through our Small 
Groups and Sunday School classes you will experience true, Biblical community and a 
group of people who care for one another. I hope you’ll consider jumping into a group this 
Fall as we kick off our new season. You won’t regret it! If you have questions about a specific 
group, please email Jonathan Ruth . 

 
 The Bazaar will be Saturday, Nov. 6th, 2021 from 8 am to 1 pm in the Fellowship Hall. All 

proceeds go to the Building Fund. Rent for a table is $30, please call Terri Phillips @ 803-941
-7266 for details.  

 
 WORKSHOPS FOR THE CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY BOOTH: All are welcome no matter what your 

talents are, we need your help. Come to all or any scheduled dates and times. We work in 
the building behind the Little Community Church at 400 Lexington Ave. For more 
information, contact Diane at 803-936-2494.  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

mailto:Jonathan@chapinumc.com

