
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, January 9, 2023 

 

The Way Forward 

 

First, I want to say thank you! Thank you for the unique role you play in our church family. I have seen you 

living out Chapin UMC’s mission to help people connect with Jesus’ love, grow in His love, and share His love 

with the world during an amazing period of time. From VBS (The Very Best Summer) and Fusion Summer 

Camp, to GIC (our Global Impact Celebration) to Missions projects, to Sunday worship, and so much more — 

you are such a blessing to our Heavenly Father, to me personally, our church family and the world. It brings to 

mind Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:14, “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill that can’t be 

hidden.” I’m so proud to be your Lead Pastor. Thank you for shining Christ’s light so beautifully. 

 

Which brings me to this: Asking you to spend the next 40 Days prayerfully considering our future ministry 

together in response to the division happening in the greater United Methodist denomination. You might be 

familiar with what’s happening, but if not, no worries. It’s a long and winding story, so I will jump to the 

bottom line: The time has come when we as a church congregation must decide a denominational affiliation 

pathway based on our core values and theological beliefs. 

What does this mean, exactly? Well, if you hear one thing from me on this topic it’s this: Chapin Methodist 
Church is not changing. Our core Christian beliefs, our mission, our values are not changing. But… We may 
have to change our denominational affiliation to effectively advance our ministry in the near future. We must 
decide whether we’re to remain in connection with the UMC, affiliate with a different Methodist 
denomination, or become independent. 
 
For this reason, your Church Council and Committee on A Way Forward Team ask that you join us in this 40-
day journey of prayer for God’s guidance, a study of options and the development of next steps. A 40 Days of 
Prayer resource is provided on the church’s website. Thanks so very much. 
 
With His love for you, 
 
— Jody  
 


