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J U N E  1 ,  2 0 2 1  V O L U M E  1 0 4 ,  N U M B E R  3 0 3

Take nothing for the journey except a  staff—no bread, no 
bag, no money in your belts.  Wear sandals but not an 
extra tunic.. Whenever you enter a  house, stay there until 
you leave that town. And if any  place will not welcome 
you or listen to you, shake the dust off your feet when you  
leave,  as a testimony against them.  
        Mark 6: 8-11 



T H E  C I R C U I T  R I D E R  

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARRESSES   Paul Allen, Minister of Congregation 

Over several years In my ministry area of 
congregational care, I have seen firsthand 
how many of God’s people deal with the 
difficulties which we are unable to avoid in 
life.  To be completely honest, I am amazed 
at the different responses I have seen and 
faith that I find overwhelming in the most 
difficult circumstances of life.  None of us 
know how we will respond to certain 
circumstances, which we might encounter, 
until we personally have to deal with them.  
My personal prayer is that, when and if the 
time comes, I can follow the example in my 
own life which I have seen in others. 
 

Here is a glimpse of what I am wishing to 
share.  When I was in a hospital room years 
ago, the doctor came in and shared with a 
lady that her cancer had spread and there 
was no treatment options for her.  
Her remaining earthly time was limited.  
She shared with the doctor that she was ok 
since the “C” in Christ was a capital “C” and 
the “c” in cancer was not as significant.  
Then, there was a gentleman who was 
going in for a heart bypass.  His last words 
to the doctor performing the surgery were, 
“Doctor, if I wake up and see your face, it 
will be a good day.  If I wake up and see my 
Jesus’s face, then it will even be a better 
day.  You do your best but don’t worry 
about me. I can’t lose.”  And recently, when 
a couple lost their adult son unexpectedly, 
they were present the following Sunday 
worshipping their God and giving praise to 
Jesus.  All of these real life examples had 
one thing in common.  Their faith.  Their 
assurance of God’s love.  Their assurance 
that He had all situations fully in control 
and His love, care, and concern overshadow all 
of life’s issues. 

There are two kings in the Bible who, after 
seeing how God took care of his servants, 
openly recognized and acknowledged the 
sovereignty of God.  I am speaking of 
Pharaoh as he interacted with God’s 
servant  Joseph and Nebuchadnezzar as he 
saw how God protected Daniel in the Lions 
den.  They saw first hand and they believed. 
 

I read once that difficulties in life don’t 
determine who we are.  Rather, they reveal 
who we are.  Said another way, the same 
heat that softens butter can make mud 
hard as a brick.  It all depends on how the 
thing being treated responds.  The same is 
with our human hearts.  Difficulties can 
soften one heart and harden another. 
 

Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon 
revealed their character, their faith, and 
their hearts to their pagan masters.  Their 
difficulties openly allowed the presence of 
God to be manifested through them.  I 
have been honored and blessed to see the 
same from so many others here at Chapin 
UMC who have allowed the presence of 
God to be manifested through their lives. 
 

Jesus told his followers that troubles in life 
are normal and should be expected, but He 
had overcome them all.  Our response to 
our troubles will manifest Christ to all the 
world to see – or not. 
 

And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we 
find such a one as this, a man in whom is 
the Spirit of God?” 
Genesis 41:38 

 

 



Joe Bouknight, Lay Leader 

    I’m just not good with physics. I’m not 
smart enough to understand all the “laws” 
and “properties” in physics, or all the math 
equations with the funny symbols. I look up at 
the sky and see huge airplanes flying around 
and, for the life of me, I cannot understand 
why they just don’t fall out of the sky! “It’s 
physics!” people tell me. OK, if you say so. I’ll 
just have to believe you because my mind 
isn’t capable of grasping the concept. 
(Evidently, it has something to do with thrust 
and lift and Newton’s Third Law of Motion.) 
And I DO believe them, because I have NO 
problem getting on an airplane to fly 
somewhere with the complete expectation 
that, given the absence of something drastic, 
my plane will not come crashing to the 
ground.  Some people call that physics, I have 
to call that faith. I know there is concrete 
math behind it, but I don’t have to be able to 
do the calculations myself. I know that 
somebody can do them, and somebody has 
put my airplane together in such a way so 
that it will rise off the ground, stay in the air, 
and gently (hopefully) land under the 
guidance of the pilot. I just put my faith in 
these people. So to me it’s faith, not physics. 
 
My faith in the Lord takes a similar approach. 
I can’t see him, but I know he’s there. I have 
no idea how he created the world and every-
thing in it, but I see its beauty and its splen-
dor. I don’t understand why bad things hap-
pen to good people, but I know God is loving. 
I see him working in my life and in the lives 
of others around me. I see God answer pray-
ers, heal the sick, comfort those in pain, rain 
down blessings in my life, and make the sun 
come up every morning. How does he do 
these things?? I don’t know, again, I’m not 
that smart. God is way too big for me to 

understand everything about him. I can’t do 
the math. But. . . I don’t have to, because I 
can see God at work. It’s faith, not physics.  
 
The Bible is full of countless examples of faith 
and how God uses it for our good and his 
glory. Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Paul, 
the list goes on and on. None of these 
patriarchs asked God to prove himself or “do 
the math” when he asked them to step out in 
faith. They obeyed God because they knew 
God. They knew his power and they trusted in 
him. Hebrews 11:1 tells us: “Now faith is 
being sure of what we hope for and certain of 
what we do not see.” Notice the words “sure” 
and “certain” in that verse? Not maybe, not 
most of the time. Faith is being sure that God 
will act and certain that he has the power to 
do so. In other words, we don’t have to 
understand it all and we couldn’t even if we 
tried. We just need to have faith.  
 
How is your faith these days? Hardship and 
suffering can cause faith to waiver if we’re not 
careful.  Just like Peter started to sink into the 
water when he looked at the waves around 
him and took his eyes off of Jesus, we too can 
start to sink if we don’t hold tight to our faith 
when the waves of the world are crashing 
around us.  If you find yourself struggling, it’s 
ok. Just open up your Bible and start reading 
and you will be rewarded with an overflowing 
of strength from the Holy Spirit that will fill 
and encourage you. James tells us to consider 
it joy when we face trials, because a testing of 
our faith will strengthen our faith if we 
persevere. You can persevere. Hold strong to 
your faith. Believe and hold fast. God is 
always with you and will never waiver in his 
love for you.  
 

“IT’S FAITH, NOT PHYSICS”           
         Becky McCormack, Lay Leader 



The Chapin United Methodist Women are pleased to announce the presentation of two $1000 
scholarships during the Contemporary Service Sunday June 6 @ 11AM.  The committee received ten 
scholarship applications this year and all were very impressive.  Originally, the UMW budget allowed 
for one scholarship but through the generous  donation of a church member, we will be presenting 
two.  Congratulations to the graduating class of 2021! 
 
United Methodist Women have a strong commitment to spiritual growth and study.  Women, 
children, and youth are offered a variety of opportunities to be active participants in learning which 
leads to personal transformation and inspires people to work for the transformation of the world.  
Study leaders and texts aim to offer information that allows participants to draw connections 
between their communities, their lived experiences, scripture, and the subject of the study.  Those 
connections and the interactions with others in the studies are the places where we are empowered 
to learn, question ourselves, and broaden our perspectives. 
 
I had the opportunity to join the Voices From the Field virtual event on Monday, May 10. The event 
gave United Methodist Women from around the world the opportunity to learn more about the 
work of United Methodist Women Regional Missionaries.  Regional missionaries to Africa and Latin 
America:  Catherine Akale, Elmira Sellu, Finda Quiwa, and Andrea Reilly Rocha Sorres shared 
their real-life stories of courage and ingenuity and how UMW international work impacts lives of 
women and their families. 
 
During times of increasing food insecurity and health crises to rising domestic and gender-based 
violence, displacement, and a global pandemic, women continue to be bold and courageous leaders, 
fighting poverty, hunger, and disease and claiming their voice in church and society. 
 
Through UMW Mission Giving local units can partner with Regional Missionaries to provide 
resources to enable women to be bold in their pursuit of self-reliance.  Some of the opportunities 
offered to the women are Leadership Development, Training for Transformation and Economic 
Opportunities.  In Latin America the regional missionaries have begun the Women Entrepreneur 
Project.  Women are given $40 to begin income producing projects to benefit themselves, their 
children, and the surrounding community.  Some of the projects include chicken farms, hog farms, 
etc. 
 
To learn more about the international work of United Methodist Women go to 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org. 
 
In July and August, we will have another opportunity to connect and grow through Mission U.  The 
topic for the event is Finding Peace in an Anxious World.  More information will be forthcoming in 
the July Circuit Rider. 

CHAPIN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN   

        Cornelia  Smith, President 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org


Tuesday, June 1st at 7pm, we will gather 
once again for our next SEEK FIRST Night 
of Worship and Prayer. We will be gath-
ering in the Fusion Center but there is no 
need to register for the event. This ser-
vice will not be live-streamed to any of 

our online platforms. Our hope is that you come with expectation to encounter the living 
God who loves to be with his people. See you Tuesday night. 

We're excited to be honoring our graduating High School Seniors on Sunday morning, June 
6th, during the 11:15 service.   If you have/are a student who will be graduating high school 
this year, and you would like to participate on Sunday morning, please let us know by 
registering below. Registration to participate will close on Thursday, June 3rd.  
 
 
We will be hosting a Blood Drive on Monday, June 
14th, from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm. To make an appointment, 
please visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter  Sponsor Code: 
ChapinUMC. Please be aware if you have received the COVID 
19 vaccine, there is no wait time for Moderna or Pfizer 
vaccines. If you received the Johnson & Johnson or AstrZeneca 
vaccines there is a 14-day wait period before giving blood. Also, 
remember to bring your photo ID and complete RapidPass.  
         

The 2021 Dominican Republic Mission Trip is scheduled 
for October 10th through October 16th.  The cost is 
$966.00 per person.  The opportunity to serve and 
spread the gospel has been life-changing for many in 
the past, and we are looking for 18 disciples to help 
us with this mission.  For more trip information, 
contact Mike Arthur at mikea7218@gmail.com or 
(239) 451-0418 or Jim Franklin at  
gloriaandjim210@gmail.com or (803) 960-9159. 



Sunday School Attendance 
Worship Attendance Traditional 
Worship Attendance Contemporary 
                             Worship Total 
Sunday School Offering 
Offering for Budget 
Received to Date 
Budget Needs to Date 
Year to Date 
Unbudgeted Expenses Paid 
Year to date +/- 
Unbudgeted Expense YTD 
 
Received for Building Fund 
Received to Date  
Loan I payment principal 
Loan I payment interest 
Loan I Balance (Phase I & II) 
Loan II payment principal 
Loan II payment interest 
Loan II Balance 
Transfer/Interest/etc. 
Project Expenses Paid 
Cash on Hand 

  
 
  
 
 

50,112.00 
913,195.75 
779,450.00 

  
 

133,746.00 

2,160.00 
40,576.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

316,857.17 

  
 
  
 
 

76,430.21 
989,625.96 
825,300.00 

  
 

164,326.00 

  
 
  
 
 

46,336.19 
1,035,962.15 

871,150.00 
  
 

164,812.00 

  
 
 
 
 

35,881.04 
1,071,843.19 

  
 
 
  

2,385.00 
42,961.00 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

319,242.17 

1,060.00 
44,021.00 

  
  
  
  
  
  

30,000.00  
  

350,302.17 

1,455.00 
45,476.00 
19,599.80  
8,441.93  

2,430,400.00  
8,400.00  
8,186.29  

2,362,500.00  
  
  

307,129.15 

 …. A Look at God’s Faithfulness ….  

April 25 May 2 May 9 May 16 

WE CARE PANTRY NEEDS 

Cornbread Mix 
Grits 
Chili Beans 
Pancake Mix /Syrup 
Canned Potatoes/Yams 
Tuna 
Canned Peas 
Jello 
Canned Tomtoes 
Cereal 
We can ALWAYS need dish and 
laundry detergent, cleaning 
supplies, and paper products 



From Pastor Jody Flowers, his family, and the entire CUMC 

family, our prayers and deepest sympathy to the families of…. 

CUMC MONTHLY DEATHS   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Dot Morris    Ginny Morris's Mother in Law 
         William Hetherington  Jeff Hetherington's Father 
         George Weathers   Ron Weathers' Father 
         Brandon Cox   Albert & Margie Cox's Grandson 
          Lindsay "Gene" Roof  Phil Roof's Brother 
          Jackie Stork Tillison  Curtis Stork's Daughter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

STEPS BACK TO NORMALCY 
 
June 6th: - No social distancing required on campus, except for three-feet in 
the balcony of the sanctuary during worship. - Return of Adult, Youth and 
Transit Sunday School. - Coffee and food allowed at all meetings, classes, 
groups, and in the Fusion Center.  

FATHER’S DAY 

 

JUNE 20, 2021 



“ONE”  JUNE 1, 2021    Paul Allen, Minister of Congregation  
 
 

ONE CHURCH 
 
 The total cost of our Phase III Building Project was $10,405,039. 
 Current mortgage balance as of 4/30/2021 is $2,450,000.   
 We began our permanent loan on 6/24/2009 by borrowing $6,570,500. 
 We have paid $4,120,500 towards the loan principal.  
  Loan on the new construction $2,370,900. 
 Total Long Term Liabilities $4,820,900. 
 

ONE DREAM 
 
 Our Church agreed upon two CRITICAL areas of expansion: 
 Additional “on grade” parking on the North Side of the Campus  (cost) $400,000 to 

purchase - $450,000 to develop.  It is being fully utilized.   Praise – Praise - Praise 
 New Children’s Ministry Building (estimated cost) $2,600,000.  It is now fully furnished 

and available to be utilized.   It is absolutely awesome! Praise – Praise - Praise 
 Amick’s Ferry Access:  Being utilized. Praise – Praise - Praise 

 
 

ONE CALLING 
 

 Please Consider Giving Just to the General Fund at This Time due to current inability 
for us to fully worship together in person. 

 Thank You!! 
 

 
 If you have any questions regarding the building program or the finances involved, 

please call Caroline Fogle or Paul Allen for discussion.  Your call will be welcomed,  and 
as the saying goes, there is no foolish question. 

 


