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GATHERINGS 
 

In the midst of CoVid-19 our worship gatherings might look a 

little different. While some of us might be worshiping and 

learning from home and others in our actual Chapin UMC 

Campus, we believe in the importance and value of coming 

together as one body in Christ! We offer both traditional and 

contemporary worship experiences. While the worship style 

might differ between the services we praise and honor God 

with the same heart! 

 

There are a couple ways for you to join us for a worship gathering. 
You can join us  live on the website or you can plan a visit to our 
campus in Chapin! 

http://chapinumc.com/watch-media-live
http://chapinumc.com/plan-a-visit/plan-a-visit


T H E  C I R C U I T  R I D E R  

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARRESSES   Paul Allen, Minister of Congregation 

As we begin 2022, I am reminded of the 
many issues and decisions that will face us 
this year.  For many of our members and 
loved ones, there are issues which they will 
face personally.  For some, there are issues 
of health, many of which are life-
threatening.  Others are having to deal with 
a required change in where they live, for 
others-finances.  For some, we are concerned 
for our children and all that their lives 
entail. This includes their relationships, 
their careers, their finances, and most 
importantly, their relationship with Christ.  
On top of all these issues, we get to overlay 
the COVID pandemic and how it has 
affected many of our lives personally.  Not 
only has this pandemic taken lives of those 
we love, it has changed every aspect of our 
lives.  What is normal now is certainly 
different in all aspects of our lives.  As each 
of us deal with these issues, it is very 
difficult for us not to become anxious and 
worry.  Even if we don’t get anxious and 
worry, the door is open for some serious 
concern. 
 
Additionally, we are facing decisions that 
will affect the United Methodist Church 
during 2022.  As the General Conference 
makes decisions for the denomination later 
this year, changes may or may not come 
about not only in our SC Annual Conference 
but for Chapin UMC as well.  I have no 
doubts that there are pastors and leaders 
within our denomination that are anxious 
and concerned as well for 2022.   
 
The following are some reassuring words 
from Christ as it relates to worry. 
 

Jesus says to us in Matthew 6:25-26 (New 
International Version) 
 
"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat or drink; or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is 
not life more important than food, and the 
body more important than clothes? Look 
at the birds of the air; they do not sow or 
reap or store away in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 
much more valuable than they?” 
 
And God’s word to us in Philippians 4:6 
says, “Don’t worry about anything; instead 
pray about everything.  Tell God what you 
need and thank Him for all He has done.” 
 
This is a great poem entitled “Overheard in 
an Orchard” by Elizabeth Cheney - 1859 
 
Said the Robin to the Sparrow: “I 
should really like to know why t h e s e  
a n x i o u s  human beings rush about and 
worry so.” 
 
Said the Sparrow to the Robin:  “Friend, I 
think that it must be that they have no 
heavenly Father, such as cares for you and 
me.” 
 



Many of you probably stayed up late and 
watched the countdown clock on New Year’s 
Eve to ring in the new year. I did not. Don’t get 
me wrong, I am very excited about the new 
year, I just can’t stay up that late! 
The last two years have been very chaotic due 
to the pandemic. So many of us are looking 
forward to 2022 with hope and eagerness. In 
2020, we saw our world turned upside-down 
with “shelter-in-place” mandates, businesses 
and schools closing, hospitals overflowing, and 
people dying in record numbers from a virus 
we’d never heard of before. At Chapin UMC, we 
closed our doors for in-person worship for 
almost six months. Thankfully, we were able to 
continue to hear God’s word preached via our 
online worship services, but we were all yearning 
for the day when our church doors would open 
again! 
Chapin UMC started in-person worship again on 
September 6, 2020. We practiced the safety 
protocols established by the CDC, but at least 
we were able to be together to worship and it 
was wonderful! Were you there? Some people 
were not comfortable wearing a mask for an 
hour so they decided to wait to return until the 
mask mandate was lifted. It has been. So – are 
you joining us now for in-person worship again?  
For some of you it just isn’t safe to be around 
large groups and that is completely understandable. 
But for others, the “convenience” of worshipping 
from home appears to be just too comfortable 
to give up. I forgot where I saw this phrase, 
maybe on someone’s t-shirt, but it stuck with 
me over the years. It said “Don’t expect God to 
come to your house, if you won’t go to His.” It is 
NOT a scripture verse, but it does make me stop 
and think about what God wants me to do. It 
reminds me of Pastor Jody’s famous words, “It’s 
not about me; it’s about Him.” Yes, getting up 
and physically going to church on Sunday 
mornings takes effort, but God is worth that 

effort. Here are a few more reasons to be 
physically back in church: 

We miss you. Your church family loves you, 
and we want to see you and worship with 
you. Psalm 34:3 tells us “Oh, magnify the 
Lord with me, and let us exalt his name 
together!”  We want you here with us! 

We need you. Chances are you were serving 
in some capacity when you were attending 
church in person. Opening a door, helping 
in the children’s area, directing traffic in 
the parking lot. If you’re not at church, 
you can’t do these things. Romans 12:4-5 
says, “For just as we have many members 
in one body and all the bodies do not have 
the same function, so we, who are many, 
are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another.”  Your church 
depends on you and your service to others. 
We need you here with us! 

God wants you here. The Bible tells us that 
worshipping together is essential both for 
the church and for the members. Hebrews 
10:24-25 tell us “Let us not give up 
meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another—and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching.”  We encourage one 
another and help each other build a 
stronger relationship to the Lord. The 
early church would not have survived if 
the members did not gather together 
frequently and joyously for worship. God 
wants you to come to His house! 

If you have not been attending worship services 
in person on a regular basis, I hope you will 
make it a priority in 2022. Your church family 
loves you and depends on you, so please make 
the extra effort and come back to God’s house 
and worship on Sunday mornings. We’re saving 
you a seat! 

 

“SAVING YOU A SEAT”            
           Becky McCormack, Lay Leader 



As we say goodbye to 2021, we look forward to a new year filled with possibilities for Chapin 
United Methodist Women.  In the new year our unit will have a new president.  Carolyn Pott 
was installed during our last board meeting back in October.  Columbia District UMW Local Unit 
Officer Training is planned for January 15 via Zoom at 10am at which time Carolyn will be 
briefed on her duties as she leads us in the coming years.  Brookland UMC is hosting the event. 
 
As the departing president, let me take this time to thank the membership of Chapin UMW for 
all the support they have given me the last four plus years.  I have grown so much during that 
time and appreciate everyone’s willingness to help me every time I called on them.  Together 
we have been on mission for women, children, and youth.  I am sure Carolyn will receive  the 
same support as she moves forward in the new year. 
 
In the new year, United Methodist Women will be doing new things.  In the November/
December 2021 Response Magazine Yvette Moore’s article ‘New Wineskins for New Times’ 
gives updates for change for United Methodist Women.  Her scripture reference is from Mark 
2:21-22 about pouring new wine into old wineskins that will burst the skins; instead, we should 
pour new wine into new wineskins.  God is doing a new thing among us today.  And we as 
UMW are saying “Yes” to being a part of God’s new thing and taking steps to fulfill our purpose 
in some new and improved ways. 
 
In 2022 UMW will be rolling out new initiatives and innovations of current program resources 
as they refresh their brand message, logo and name to reenergize members, and encourage 
new women to check out our sisterhood as a place to nurture our souls, grow in our faith, and 
make a difference in the world. 
 
Innovations to Mission U will be introducing three new curricula each year: one for children, 
one for youth, and one for adults-all focusing on a shared biblical theme.  Soul Care retreats are 
examples of a new program initiative.  The focus is giving care to your whole person-mind, 
body, and spirit.  Soul Care embraces both self-care and spiritual rejuvenation.  Another new 
initiative is the national membership option.  This  option will enable women who chose to join 
our sisterhood to do so via our new website.  Other new opportunities include:  More giving 
options (target gifts to specific programs) 
        New tools for conference and district treasurers  
        Innovations in the Leadership Development Day programs 
        Innovations in provided resources 
New wine changes and expands, but so does old wine.  None of our members, new or old, stop 
growing and changing.  We all need new wineskins.  Our new wineskins will benefit everyone!  
Blessings for the new year! 

CHAPIN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN    

        Cornelia  Smith, President 



From Pastor Jody Flowers, his family, and the entire CUMC family, our 

prayers and deepest sympathy to the families of…. 

CUMC MONTHLY DEATHS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 John Andrew “Drew” Gosnell, Jr.                 Nora & Jeff Greenways’s Son 
 Rev. Nathan Hege                                            Crystal Ginyard’s Grandfather 
 Jill Messervy                                                     Dr. Tom Messervy’s Wife 
 Richard Faulkner, Sr.                                       Rick Faulkner’s Father 
 Howard Christ                                                  Tracey Boatwright’s Father 
 Miss Lee Woolbright 
 Rev. Ferrell Cox                                                Rev. Albert Cox’s Cousin 
 Rev. Ken Kelly 
 Mr. Willie Frank Mann                                   Mike Mann’s Father 
 George Dugan                                                  Dolly Shealy’s Brother in Law 
 Charlie Swindell                                              Mike Swindell’s Father 
 Bobbie Bockman                                             John Farley’s Sister 
 Betty Hensley                                                   Randall Hensley’s Sister in Law 
 Jim Lane                                                             Ron Lane’s Father 
 Anne Grace                                                       Jessica Brimm’s Mother 
 Merrilyn Sease 
 Sue Patterson                                                   Bob Patterson’s Wife 
 Arthur “Butch” Maybin III                             Bill Maybin’s Nephew 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

Jam/Jelly, Canned Potatoes, Spaghetti sauce, Canned salmon, Canned 
yams, Soup-all varieties, Pancake mix/syrup, Spaghettios, Spam, Jello. 
Always need laundry detergent, paper products, and personal toilet-
ries. Thank you!  



ONE CHURCH 
 
 The total cost of our Phase III Building Project was $10,405,039. 
 Current mortgage balance as of 12/31/2021 is $2,292,800.   
 We began our permanent loan on 6/24/2009 by borrowing $6,570,500. 
 We have paid $4,277,700 towards the loan principal.  
  Loan on the new construction $2,304,200. 
 Total Long Term Liabilities $4,597,000.00. 
 

ONE DREAM 
 
 Our Church agreed upon two CRITICAL areas of expansion: 
 Additional “on grade” parking on the North Side of the Campus  (cost) $400,000 to 

purchase - $450,000 to develop.  It is being fully utilized.   Praise – Praise - Praise 
 New Children’s Ministry Building (estimated cost) $2,600,000.  It is now fully furnished 

and available to be utilized.   It is absolutely awesome! Praise – Praise - Praise 
 Amick’s Ferry Access:  Being utilized. Praise – Praise - Praise 
 

QUESTIONS 
 
 If you have any questions regarding the building program or the finances involved, 

please call Caroline Fogle or Paul Allen for discussion.  Your call will be welcomed,  and 
as the saying goes, there is no foolish question. 

Sunday School Attendance 
Worship Attendance Traditional 
Worship Attendance Contemporary 
                             Worship Total 
Sunday School Offering 
Offering for Budget 
Received to Date 
Budget Needs to Date 
Year to Date 
Unbudgeted Expenses Paid 
Year to date +/- 
Unbudgeted Expense YTD 
 
Received for Building Fund 
Received to Date  
Loan I payment principal 
Loan I payment interest 
Loan I Balance (Phase I & II) 
Loan II payment principal 
Loan II payment interest 
Loan II Balance 
Transfer/Interest/etc. 
Project Expenses Paid 
Cash on Hand 
 

  
 
  
 
 

63,441.94 
2,068,129.48 
2,052,160.00 

  
 

15,969.48 

1,180.00 
87,851.78 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

238,437.36 

  
 
  
 
 

48,795.04 
2,116,924.52 
2,098,800.00 

  
 

18,124.52 
9,884.30  

  
 
  
 
 

45,131.20 
2,162,055.72 
2,145,440.00 

  
 

16,615.72 

  
 
 
 
 

51,562.28 
2,213,618.00 
2,192,080.00 

 
 

21,538.00  

1,170.00 
89,021.78 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

239,607.36 

1,150.00 
90,171.78 
18,900.00  
9,147.92  

2,546,500.20  
7,900.00  
8,639.63  

2,412,100.00  
  
  

196,169.80 

2,559.00 
92,730.78 

  
  
  
  
  
  

30,000.00  
  

228,728.80 

November 1 November 8 November 15     November 22 November 29 

 
 
  
  

500.00 
43,710.59 

2,257,828.59 
2,238,720.00  

  
  

19,108.59  
  

2,645.00 
95,375.78 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

231,373.80  
 

 

MISSION TO LUMBERTON, NORTH CAROLINA 
By John Nesbitt  jnesbitt@sc.rr.com 

 
 I have only heard back from the people listed below about the February Mission Trip to Lumberton, NC if 
you plan to go, please respond to me as soon as possible, we need to give them a head count when we sign up. 
We won’t know exactly what they want us to do until we get signed up, but we know that it will be some kind of 
home repair. They provide us with housing and meals, when we get closer I will send out details about what bed-
ding we need to bring and any other details including cost, we expect it to be around $100.00 for the week. 

I know that a couple of people have told me that they want to go but I’m forgetful so I don’t add you unless I get 
an email. 
 
June Sloop      
Eddie Sloop 
Clay Shelton 
Sam Slagle 
Sheila Snow 
Bob Dilworth 
Jim Franklin 
John Nesbitt 

“ONE”        JANUARY 1, 2022   Paul Allen, Minister of Congregation 



Our Mision 

We are a church family striving daily 

to 

 follow God’s will for our lives by 

 becoming more Christ-like, while 

sharing with all persons the good 

news of our faith and showing them, 

in an understanding and caring way, 

God’s hope and love. 

415 Lexington Avenue 

PO Box 237, Chapin, 

SC29036 

803.345.2801 (phone) 

803.345.5310 (fax) 

caroline@chapinumc.co

 
 New Series Beginning January 2 Tough Enough:  Uncertainty is unavoidable. Being fear-

ful is optional. In this series we will be reminded that the faith of Jesus' early followers 
was characterized by fearlessness, confidence in Jesus, and love for others. As Jesus fol-
lowers, would we say the same about our faith? 

 IF GATHERING 2022:  Chapin UMC will have the 2022 IF Gathering on Saturday, February 
5th in the Fusion Center from 9am to 3pm. There will be more details in the coming 
weeks. 

 WEDNESDAY MORNING PRAYER:  Pastor Jody is facilitating our prayer calls; you can pray 
out loud or pray silently, and these prayer times last about 30 minutes. So please join us 
as we spend these precious moments connecting with each other and with God in prayer. 

 SAVE THE DATE JANUARY 25TH @ 6:30PM 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

connect > grow > share 


