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Beginning January 3, our Sunday worship services will focus on 
Prayer. Pastor Jody, concentrating on the phrases, will explain 
“The Lord’s Prayer” line by line. The National Best Seller, With 
Christ in the School of Prayer, is available as a resource for this 
series and may be picked up in the lower lobby near the Chapel. 



T H E  C I R C U I T  R I D E R  

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARRESSES   Paul Allen, Minister of Congregation 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid, for behold I bring you good tidings 
of great joy which will be to all people.”  
      Luke 2:10 
 

Several years ago Jerry Rye and I went on a 
mission trip to Ghana, Africa.  This was to 
visit one of the missionaries, who had 
spoken at our first GIC.  The primary goal of 
this rural ministry was to share the gospel 
message of Christ to surrounding villages 
and communities, as well as preparing and 
sending missionaries to predominately 
Muslim areas.  In addition, they were doing 
their best to provide some basic dental 
(tooth removal only by the missionaries 
themselves) and basic medical care.  The 
purpose of our visit was to see how CUMC 
might partner with this ministry.   
 

One thing that became abundantly clear to 
us in Africa was the importance of drinking 
water.  Regardless of how you were able to 
obtain it, it was precious.  Simply put, it is 
life itself.  Where Jerry and I stayed there 
was a cistern to collect rainwater but even 
after collecting it, it was necessary to purify 
it.  We were taught how to purify our own 
drinking water and we had to do so during 
our entire stay.   
 

While there, we went on a visit to a rural 
village, which was literally comprised of 
mud huts and thatched roofs.  While traveling 
on the road to the village, we observed 
women with water buckets balanced on 
their heads - literally walking for miles to 
obtain water.  They were doing so for life 
itself.  Walking for miles to and fro.  Also, I 
have no idea as to the purity of the water 

they were actually getting or where they 
were actually obtaining the water.  This 
incidence reminded me of the story of 
Jesus and the woman at the well.   
 

We currently have a mission partner who 
came to our GIC in 2019 which helps to 
install clean water pumps in villages 
throughout Africa.  What a life giving ministry.  
This is truly a ministry which exemplifies 
the meaning of something that brings joy 
for all the people.  His pictures told the 
story at our GIC well.  Exuberant faces 
acknowledging a stream of life giving water 
coming from a pump in the village.  And 
here is the beautiful part: This water is for 
the young, the old, the poor, and the well 
to do as well.  Everyone in the village 
benefits from the life-saving water. 
 

That was the message of the angel who 

appeared to the shepherds the night Jesus 

was born.  This gift was not for just a few, it 

was good news of great joy for all people.  

The beautiful gospel message of the joy 

which came that first Christmas is that it is 

meant for all people everywhere.  Thanks 

be to God for His Love for all of us. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Joe Bouknight, Lay Leader 

My husband, Jeff, and I are building a new 
house. Actually, a more accurate statement 
would be that we are having a house built for 
us! This has been a long, and often frustrating 
journey, which started with simply wanting to 
do some much needed renovations on our 
home but ended up with the decision to 
demolish the entire structure and start over 
on the same spot! It ’s been a long road, 
almost 4 years, but we have finally started 
construction! The old house came down, the 
land was graded, and now the foundation has 
been poured. It doesn’t look at all like a house 
yet – at least to me – so it’s hard to get excited 
about the foundation. However, the 
foundation is actually the most important 
part of the house. If the foundation is bad, 
the house won’t last.  

 

I did some reading on the internet and found 
a site that told me this about the foundation 
of a house:  

 

A foundation plays three major roles in the 
construction of a structure: 

 

The basic part is to support the load of the 
entire building 

 

A good and strong foundation keeps the 
building standing while the forces of 
nature wreak havoc. Well-built 
foundations keep the occupants of 
the building safe during calamities such 
as earthquake, floods, strong winds etc. 

 

The foundation must be built such that, it 
keeps the ground moisture from seeping in 
and weakening the structure. 

 

As you can see from this, the foundation of 
the house is critical. As Christians, we need a 
strong foundation too. We need a foundation 
that will support us day to day. We need a 
foundation that will keep us steady and safe 
as we encounter the hardships that life will 
bring. And we need a foundation that seals us 
and keep doubts and false teachings from 
seeping in and weakening our structure!  
 
That foundation is prayer. Here is what John 
Wesley had to say about prayer: “God's 
command to "pray without ceasing" is founded 
on the necessity we have of His grace to 
preserve the life of God in the soul, which can 
no more subsist one moment without it, than 
the body can without air.” Wow! Our souls 
cannot survive without prayer, just like our 
bodies cannot survive without air! Prayer is 
our foundation and nourishes our soul! 
Without this foundation of prayer in our daily 
lives, we cannot sustain all the outside 
pressures and challenges of the world around 
us. We can’t endure the load, we can’t stand 
up against the enemy, we can’t stay strong, 
and we won’t last. Not without a strong 
foundation of prayer. 

 

Praying without ceasing means we should 
constantly keep God in our hearts and turn to 
Him throughout the day. We need to let His 
presence reassure and maintain us. By 
communicating with God on an ongoing basis, 
we keep Him always before us and involved in 
every aspect of our lives. I love what C.S. Lewis 
said about praying, “I pray because I can’t  
 

“A FIRM FOUNDATION”            
          Becky McCormack, Lay Leader 

Continued p. 4 



From Pastor Jody Flowers, his family, and the entire CUMC family, our 

prayers and deepest sympathy to the families of…. 

CUMC MONTHLY DEATHS 

help myself. ... I pray because the need flows out of me all the time, waking and 
sleeping. It doesn’t change God. It changes me.” Prayer changes us too.  

 

The word “prayer” or some derivative of it are mentioned almost 400 times in the 
Bible. The Bible often says “when you pray” not “if you pray” so the foundational 
nature of prayer in the life of a Christian is clearly communicated. Our sermon 
series for January will be on prayer – the Lord’s Prayer in particular. How 
exciting it will be to learn more about this personal prayer that Christ gave to us! 
Jesus understood what it meant to pray continually and He taught his disciples 
(and us) to pray using this prayer so be sure not to miss this series. We can’t 
survive without prayer, nor can the Church, but with prayer as our 
foundation, we cannot be defeated.  

Continued from p. 3 

Sonya Drew                                        Harlon & Deirdre Drew’s Daughter in Law 
Alma Burris White-Coward             Lee Burris’s Sister 
Dot Allen                                             Gay Gingrich & Jim Kirby’s Mother 
Faye Clamp                                         Todd Clamp’s Mother 
Verdi Christmus                                 Nathan Christmus’s Grandmother 
Dennis Crop                                       Cheryl Trueblood’s Father 
Christine Crosby        Harry Crosby and Lennie Tucker’s Mother 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JANUARY We Care Needs: Grits * Syrup * Spaghetti Sauce * Baked Beans * 
Pork & Beans * Canned Potatoes/Yams * Chili Beans * Dry Beans * Peas * 
Jello. Thanks to your generosity and that of our local grocers we have an 
abundant supply of green beans and corn.  We can always use dish and 
laundry detergent and cleaning supplies. 



Do not conform any longer to the patterns of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is-
His good, pleasing and perfect will.  Romans 12:2(NIV) 
 Come to God with a teachable spirit, eager to be changed.  A close walk with Him is 

a life of continual newness.  Do not cling to old ways as you step into a new year.  
Instead, seek God with an open mind, knowing that your journey with Him involves being 
transformed by the renewing of your mind.  As you focus your thoughts on Him, be aware 
that He is fully attentive to you.  God knows and understands you completely;  His thoughts 
embrace you in everlasting love.  Give yourself fully to the adventure of increasing 
attentiveness to God’s Presence. (Paraphrased from Jesus Calling by Sarah Young) 

 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11(NIV) 

 As the new year begins, we reflect on the past year and what a challenging year it has been.  
The COVID-19 pandemic proved to be an event that altered the world and turned ours 
upside down.  Who would have thought in January 2020 that in March we would not be 
able to worship in our sanctuary for many months; or that we lose loved ones and not be 
able to attend their funerals.  Many people lost their jobs; others were forced to stand in 
food lines for the first time in their lives!  Hospitals were overwhelmed with the sick and 
dying.  During my scripture readings, I found comfort in the words from Romans 5:1-5.  
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Through Him we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand and rejoice 
in our hope of sharing the glory of God.  More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us.  As Christians 
we find our hope in Christ Jesus! 

 Columbia District Officers’ Training will be held January 16 at 10:00 A.M. All district events 
will be held virtually this year.  All officers from the Chapin Unit are encouraged to attend via 
Zoom.  Officers for the Chapin unit for 2021 are Cornelia Smith-President, Leslie Watford-
Vice President, Linda DuRant-Secretary, Cheryl Crooks-Treasurer, Lee Anne Lamar-Spiritual 
Growth, and our newest member Kristine Joseph-Membership, Nurture and Outreach.  
Circle leaders are:  Kathy Roberts-Marjorie Derrick Circle, Jenny Rawlings -Helen 
Rainey Circle.  We are pleased to welcome new circle leaders this year and are looking 
forward to working with Debbie Watts and Susan Turner  who will co-chair the Flowers 
Circle. 

 Our unit would like to thank Evie Shelton for the many years she served as circle leader for 
both the Susanna Wesley and Flowers Circles.  The unit would also like to thank Leslie 
Watford for serving 5 years as Membership, Nurture and Outreach leader. 

 We are made for mission!  The Chapin Unit of United Methodist Women looks forward in 
2021 to continue our mission of promoting the welfare of women, children, and youth. 

CHAPIN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN    

       Cornelia  Smith, President 



ONE CHURCH 
 The total cost of our Phase III Building Project was $10,405,039. 
 Current mortgage balance as of 12/17/2020 is $2,527,300.   
 Loan was reduced in late 2014 from 5% to 3.7% decreasing our payment by $9,000. 

(Original loan was 6.875%). 
 We began our permanent loan on 6/24/2009 by borrowing $6,570,500. 
 We have paid $4,043,200 towards the loan principal.  
  Loan on the new construction $2,403,900. 
 Total Long Term Liabilities $4,931,200. 

ONE DREAM 
 Our Church agreed upon two CRITICAL areas of expansion: 
 Additional “on grade” parking on the North Side of the Campus  (cost) $400,000 to 

purchase - $450,000 to develop.  It is being fully utilized.   Praise – Praise - Praise 
 New Children’s Ministry Building (estimated cost) $2,600,000.  It is now fully furnished 

and being utilized.   It is absolutely awesome! Praise – Praise - Praise 
 Amick’s Ferry Access Driveway:  Available to be utilized. 

ONE CALLING 
Please Consider Giving Just to the General Fund at This Time due to current inability for 

us to fully worship together in person. 
Thank You!! 

If you have any questions regarding the building program or the finances involved, 
please call Paul for discussion.  Your call will be welcomed,  and as the saying goes, 
there is no foolish question. 

“ONE”        JANUARY 1, 2021    Paul Allen, Minister of Congregation 

Sunday School Attendance 
Worship Attendance Traditional 
Worship Attendance Contemporary 
                             Worship Total 
Sunday School Offering 
Offering for Budget 
Received to Date 
Budget Needs to Date 
Year to Date 
Unbudgeted Expenses Paid 
Year to date +/- 
Unbudgeted Expense YTD 
 
Received for Building Fund 
Received to Date  
Loan I payment principal 
Loan I payment interest 
Loan I Balance (Phase I & II) 
Loan II payment principal 
Loan II payment interest 
Loan II Balance 
Transfer/Interest/etc. 
Project Expenses Paid 
Cash on Hand 

  
 
  
 
 

63,441.94 
2,068,129.48 
2,052,160.00 

  
 

15,969.48 

1,180.00 
87,851.78 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

238,437.36 

  
 
  
 
 

48,795.04 
2,116,924.52 
2,098,800.00 

  
 

18,124.52 

  
 
  
 
 

45,131.20 
2,162,055.72 
2,145,440.00 

  
 

16,615.72 

  
 
 
 
 

51,562.28 
2,213,618.00 
2,192,080.00 

 
 

21,538.00  

1,170.00 
89,021.78 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

239,607.36 

1,150.00 
90,171.78 
18,900.00  
9,147.92  

2,546,500.20  
7,900.00  
8,639.63  

2,412,100.00  
  
  

196,169.80 

2,559.00 
92,730.78 

  
  
  
  
  
  

30,000.00  
  

228,728.80 

 …. A Look at God’s Faithfulness ….  

November 1 November 8 November 15     November 22 November 29 

 
 
  
  

500.00 
43,710.59 

2,257,828.59 
2,238,720.00  

  
  

19,108.59  

2,645.00 
95,375.78 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

231,373.80  



 

With Christ in the School of Prayer 
We’re going to spend this January With Christ in the School of Prayer! There are five facets 
of participation: (1) On Wednesday Nights, beginning in January at 7:30 PM, on Facebook, 
we will have a prayer gathering led by Pastor Jody and several of the CUMC Staff. There will 
be discussion of key topics associated with prayer, and we will spend time in prayer together. 
Again, you will be able to interact with your comments and questions. (2) Reading 
the powerful book, With Christ in the School of Prayer by Andrew Murray during the month 
of January. You can get your FREE copy at the main entrance to the sanctuary in the lower 
lobby area by the Chapel/Prayer Room; quantities are limited, so first come first served. You 
may also download FREE a PDF version HERE. Or, you may purchase a version for your 
Ebook HERE. (3) Each Sunday night in January at 7:30 PM, Pastor Jody will unpack some of 
the key takeaways from our readings in With Christ in the School of Prayer. This will also take 
place on Facebook, and you will be able to interact by asking questions, making comments, 
etc. (4) We will begin a brand new series of sermons on The Lord’s Prayer (“Lord, Teach Us 
to Pray”) on Sunday, January 3rd that we’re super excited about! We will study and unpack, 
phrase-by-phrase, the prayer Jesus taught us to pray, and have our prayer lives enriched and 
empowered. And finally, (5) The Wednesday Morning Prayer times mentioned above will 
continue. Much of what happens (and doesn’t happen) is connected to our prayer lives, so 
let’s up our game!  

In order for contributions to be counted for 
the year 2020, please submit them to the 
church office no later than Sunday, January 
3, 2021. Please date all checks December 
31, 2020. All checks received after January 
3rd, 2021 or dated 2021 will posted to the 
2021 year. Questions? Contact Kay Reeves 
at kay@chapinumc.com  

https://files.constantcontact.com/4145d157401/0d2841fd-4703-418f-a661-1d3da163fd7b.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Andrew-Murray-Christ-Original-Illustrated-ebook/dp/B07CBJ6LM9/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
mailto:kay@chapinumc.com

