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The news media covers the LGBTQIA+ angle of the UMC split because conflict is what sells to audiences and 

advertisers. Humility and grace don’t sell nearly as well. But that’s our approach to this issue. We approach 

this topic with respect for all. 

 

UMC doctrine has been the same since the early 1972. ¶304.3 of the UMC Book of Discipline says, “The 

practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore, self-avowed practicing 

homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The United 

Methodist Church.” 

 

Chapin UMC has always followed the Discipline and will continue to, following the authority of scripture: 

 • Marriage is a covenant between one man and one woman (Gen. 2:24, Matt. 19:4-5) 

 • Resist the temptation of lust in homosexual practice (Lev. 18:22, Rom. 1:26-27)   

 

Chapin UMC is not aligned with the UMC’s forthcoming efforts to become completely inclusive of LGBTQIA+ 

persons by conducting ceremonies of Christian marriage and by appointing self-avowed practicing LGTBQIA+ 

persons as ordained clergy.  

Chapin UMC stands with our bishop in upholding the doctrine and discipline of our UMC Book of Discipline. 

We denounce increasing defiance and disobedience against the Discipline on this matter.     

 

However, Chapin UMC welcomes LGTBQIA+ persons who wish to participate in worship as lay congregants, or 

in ministry programs as lay participants. We invite all, welcome all, love all, and preach the life-giving and life-

changing gospel to all. We have friends and family in the LGBTQIA+ community. Some of them are members of 

our church. We are sensitive to this issue and extend welcome, grace and respect to all who call Chapin UMC 

their church home.   

 

Regarding sexual and gender identity, a lot of people “identify” with a lot of different things these days: gay, 

straight, trans, etc. What we’re called to do as Christians, is place our identity in Jesus Christ above any other 

identity. Scriptures require us to live in pursuit of holiness with our human bodies, because of the sacrifice 

Jesus made for us in reconciling us to God. For this reason, scripture instructs us to flee from sexual sin (1 Cor. 

6:9-11, 12-18; Eph. 5:3). These scriptural principles apply to all, including heterosexuals that profess to be 

Christ followers.  


