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How Did We Get Here? 

 A Brief Overview 

 

The United Methodist Church has never been truly united. For decades, church leaders have been distracted and 

depleted by disagreement regarding Christology, biblical authority and interpretation, sexual ethics, and the definition  

of marriage. Where practices deviated from church doctrine as outlined in the Book of Discipline, the denomination has 

suffered from a lack of accountability and enforcement. 

Today there is widespread agreement that separation is the best and final way to resolve the deep divisions. By parting 

ways, each wing of the denomination, progressive and traditional, is free to continue in ministry without the lingering 

burden of these matters.  

The continuing United Methodist Church, or as some are calling it, the post-separation UMC (psUMC) is moving in a 

more progressive direction (of the 13 new bishops elected at Jurisdictional Conferences this past Fall, none align as 

Traditionalist), not in the political sense but in its Christian beliefs and in its practice of those beliefs. 

In the absence of clear guidelines for consistent and fair separation due to the postponement of the UMC General 

Conference in 2024, each Annual Conference, led by its presiding bishop, was tasked with setting its own parameters for 

parting ways at the local church level. The resulting outcomes of this arrangement vary greatly — from favorable to 

onerous — depending on the episcopal leadership of each annual conference.  

In some annual conferences, churches are being required to pay 30-50% of the total value of their property and assets  

in addition to standard required apportionments and unfunded pension liabilities. In other conferences, bishops and 

district superintendents are not publicly disclosing their exit terms or requiring extended periods of discernment. 

On December 19, 2022, A Process for Separation was published by the Trustees of the SC Annual Conference and Bishop 

Jonathan Holston and his extended cabinet. This 16-page document outlines steps a local church needs to take in order 

to leave the denomination. While some churches across the connection here in the U.S. are following the prescribed 

steps for leaving the denomination, others are choosing to define their own exit terms and are risking litigation from 

their annual conference. Many churches are engaged in lawsuits following this approach. 

 

On January 8, 2023, members of the Chapin UMC Church Council voted unanimously to join other UM congregations 

here in SC in a period of official discernment for following one of three pathways:  

• Disaffiliate from the UMC through the SC Annual Conference Process 

•  Remain in connection with the UMC 

•  Disaffiliate from the UMC through litigation 

While the Chapin UMC congregation is in this period of discernment, we are all asked to take a calm and ordered 

approach to this process. A complete recommendation for the best way forward will be presented to the congregation 

at the February 19, 2023, congregational gathering.   


