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The women’s 2022 IF Gathering 
is Saturday February 5th and the theme is “Time to 
Bloom.” Join the ladies of Chapin UMC for a day to 
reset your minds and intentions on God’s plan and 
purpose for your life. Cost is $35.00, lunch and 
snacks provided. Register today by visiting the 
church website or text the word “Bloom” to 803-
653-6600.  



T H E  C I R C U I T  R I D E R  

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARRESSES   Paul Allen, Minister of Congregation 

     We’ve all seen the following in the 
movies.  Happens there more than in real 
life, but it really does happen in real life 
sometimes.  Someone important approaches a 
restricted area where he is immediately 
recognized and is waved through.  The 
doors are opened wide and he is allowed to 
enter.  But the people with him are not 
recognized and they are denied entrance.  
When the “celebrity” or well-known person 
sees the problem, he turns and says to the 
door keeper, “It’s okay; they’re with me.”  
Suddenly, the whole group is waved 
through.  Obviously, knowing the right 
person has it’s advantages. 
     A few years ago, the different military 
branches made the decision to consolidate 
all of the military chaplaincy headquarters 
here in Columbia at Fort Jackson.  That 
meant that the Air Force, Navy, Marine 
Corps, and Army Chaplaincy headquarters 
would be all located at Fort Jackson.  Each, 
of course, in their own headquarters building.  
This was a really big milestone and event 
and, of course, it called for a dedication.  
There were four distinct sections set up for 
this dedication with each branch of the 
service having their own tent and viewing 
area with top military officials and their 
guests for the ceremony. 
     Our own retired Major General Siegfried 
was invited to attend.  To let you know how 
many top brass officials were in attendance, 
Major General Siegfried, with his two stars, 
was relegated to the 2nd row in the Army 
section.  And remember that  he was the 
former Commanding General at Fort Jackson. 
Again, the 2nd Row because 3 and 4 star 
generals were sitting on the first row. 
I was honored and privileged to be invited 

by General Siegfried to attend the opening 
ceremonies as one of his pastors.  Truth is 
that no one there knew who I was and 
without being with the General, I would 
not have been able to attend.  Because I 
was with the General, I was welcomed in 
and guess where I got to sit— on the 2nd 
row as well.  As said earlier, knowing and 
b e i n g  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  p e rs o n  h a s  
i t s  advantages. Being with General Siegfried on 
this occasion allowed me to do something 
special.  
     When Paul writes about hardships not 
being able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ (Romans 8:35-39), he is saying we 
can overcome them because ”we are more 
than conquerors through Him who loved 
us” – meaning Jesus.  Remember Jesus telling 
His disciples that they would have trouble 
in this world but to take heart because He 
had “overcome the world” - meaning that 
they were with Him. 
     Think of it this way.  Trouble comes 
along, but it’s as  if you and I are with Jesus 
when we suddenly encounter some trouble 
in this life.  Trouble looks at Jesus and 
recognizing who He is waves Him past 
because He has overcome the world.  
When that happens, our Lord says to 
Trouble-while gesturing to us, “It’s okay; 
they’re with Me.”  We get waved past as 
well. 
     Jesus has overcome the troubles of this 
world.  If you and I are in Him, we have 
overcome them as well. 
Yet in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through Him who loved us.  

Romans 8:37 

 



 

     Have you ever m i s s e d  o u t  o n  a  g re a t  
opportunity? Maybe it was the chance to go on 
a fabulous vacation or get something you wanted 
while it was on sale. Or maybe the opportunity 
you missed was more personal – reconciling a 
damaged relationship or maybe you missed the 
opportunity to share Jesus with someone who 
needed to hear the Gospel. If we’re honest with 
ourselves, I think we’re all guilty of that last one, 
I know I am. Why do we do that? Why aren’t we 
better about sharing the good news of Jesus 
with other people? We know what Jesus has 
done in our life, we know the peace and the 
comfort we find in his love every day, so WHY 
aren’t we better about telling others about him? 
I think most of us feel like we don’t know where 
to start. What do we say to them to get a 
conversation started? What if they ask us a 
question that we can’t answer?  The problem 
with this approach is that it’s really all about us 
– what do WE say, what should WE do – and it’s 
not so much about Jesus - what opportunity is 
HE giving us, what words is HE putting on our 
heart? Rather than concentrating so hard on 
finding the right words, we need to concentrate 
more on just finding the opportunity and then 
let the Holy Spirit lead us into the conversation. 
 
     A great example of this can be found in Acts 

Chapter 8. Phillip was told by an angel to head 

south on a desert road. Granted, I’ve never had 

an angel appear to me and tell me to do 

something, but like you, I have often felt 

something within me urging me to some type of 

action. Phillip obeyed and he came across an 

Ethiopian man reading from the book of Isaiah. 

Verse 29 tells us: “The Spirit told Philip, ‘Go to 

that chariot and stay near it.’” Notice at this 

point, the Holy Spirit just wanted Phillip to stay 

engaged in the situation. Phillip was not told – 

yet – to DO anything or SAY anything, but just to 

stay near. Wait for the opportunity. Wait until 

the Spirit makes the time right. Phillip stayed 

close to the chariot and waited for the Holy Spirit 

to guide him in his next move.  

     The Ethiopian (a non-Jew) was reading from 

the book of Isaiah in a language that was not his 

native language. He was reading a passage, 

which for someone familiar with the Jewish 

scriptures and familiar with Jesus, would have 

easily understood, but if you weren’t, it could be 

very confusing. So, here was Phillip’s opportunity. 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, Phillip simply asked in 

verse 30, “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” A simple question to start a conversation. 

Because Phillip saw an opportunity that God 

had directed him to, he was able to share the 

Gospel message with someone. Phillip didn’t 

create the situation, God did, and God does that 

in our lives too. If we pray for God to give us the 

opportunities to share the Gospel, he will, and 

when he does, he will give us the words we 

need to get the conversation started. Don’t miss 

your chance. 

 

“DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE”          
             Becky McCormack, 



REFLECTIONS FROM CHAPIN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S PAST-PRESIDENT  
 
Pastor Jody’s new sermon series is entitled “This Is Us.” When I heard the title, it made me 
think of a television program I have enjoyed watching for a couple of years also entitled “This Is 
Us.” 
 
The program is centered on a young couple and their triplets, two boys and a girl.  The story 
lines are all over the place as they take place in the past, present, and future.  The main theme 
for me is their relationships with each other and the people who are part of their lives over the 
many years;  shared relationships that stand the test of time during the ups and downs of life. 
 
As I reflect on the past four years that I have served as president of Chapin United Methodist 
Women, I appreciate the shared relationships I have had with United Methodist Women in the 
past, present, and I look forward to new relationships with potential new members. 
 
We as United Methodist women are rooted in our foremothers.  Women who have been 
cultivating Christ’s mission for years, decades, more than a century and a half, and continue to 
do so today.  Here at Chapin we are thankful for the women before us who started our unit as 
the Woman’s Society of Christian Service on April 15, 1948 with Marjorie Derrick serving as 
president-elect.  Over the years many faithful members have made contributions to the Chapin 
unit. 
 
Today, we strive to live up to our purpose, which is to know God and to experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus Christ;  to develop a creative, supportive fellowship;  and to 
expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.  Our 
mission is to promote the welfare of women, children, and youth. 
 
My personal story as past president remembers those sisters who have since passed but were 
instrumental in helping me along the way as an UMW member.  I appreciate all the present 
members who have supported me as unit president for the past four years.  You are the reason 
we as a unit have been able to accomplish so much for missions.  I look forward to a new year 
with fresh ideas for mission and the opportunity to form new relationships with future 
members.  All in all, THIS IS US, United Methodist Women! 
 
My prayer for you:  God, you gave us faithful women of our history and now here in our midst.  
We thank you for their commitment to mission.  May we find and respond t o  y o u r  c a l l  t o  
service so that your peace and love prevail.  Amen. 

CHAPIN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN    

        Cornelia  Smith, President 



From Pastor Jody Flowers, his family, and the entire CUMC family, our 

prayers and deepest sympathy to the families of…. 

CUMC MONTHLY DEATHS  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Shauna Browder               Courtney Cripp’s Sister 
 Carl Steen                           Michelle Flowers’ Uncle 
 Thomas Lockwood           Linda Lockwood’s Husband 
 Audrey Laabs                     Kris Laabs-Cogdill’s Mother 
 George Lemacks               Angela Lemacks’ Husband 
 Lucy Covington                 Gene Swygert’s Sister 
 Julia Palazzolo                   Dorn Lever’s Mother 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

February We Care Needs: Jam/Jelly, Corn Muffin Mix, Spaghetti Sauce, 
Chili Beans, Jello, Soup-all varieties, Pancake Mix, Spaghettios, Grits, 
Oatmeal. We also ALWAYS need laundry detergent, paper products, 
and personal toiletries. THANK YOU! 
 As we celebrate Valentine's Day this month, we pray that you will know 
how much we LOVE our clients, our community, and our supporters who 
allow us to serve those in need! As we celebrate Valentine's Day this 
month, we pray that you will know how much we LOVE our clients, our 
community, and our supporters who allow us to serve those in need!  

 



Sunday School Attendance 
Worship Attendance Traditional 
Worship Attendance Contemporary 
                             Worship Total 
Sunday School Offering 
Offering for Budget 
Received to Date 
Budget Needs to Date 
Year to Date 
Unbudgeted Expenses Paid 
Year to date +/- 
Unbudgeted Expense YTD 
 
Received for Building Fund 
Received to Date  
Loan I payment principal 
Loan I payment interest 
Loan I Balance (Phase I & II) 
Loan II payment principal 
Loan II payment interest 
Loan II Balance 
Transfer/Interest/etc. 
Project Expenses Paid 
Cash on Hand 
 

  
 
  
 
 

63,441.94 
2,068,129.48 
2,052,160.00 

  
 

15,969.48 

1,180.00 
87,851.78 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

238,437.36 

  
 
  
 
 

48,795.04 
2,116,924.52 
2,098,800.00 

  
 

18,124.52 
9,884.30  

  
 
  
 
 

45,131.20 
2,162,055.72 
2,145,440.00 

  
 

16,615.72 

  
 
 
 
 

51,562.28 
2,213,618.00 
2,192,080.00 

 
 

21,538.00  

1,170.00 
89,021.78 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

239,607.36 

1,150.00 
90,171.78 
18,900.00  
9,147.92  

2,546,500.20  
7,900.00  
8,639.63  

2,412,100.00  
  
  

196,169.80 

2,559.00 
92,730.78 

  
  
  
  
  
  

30,000.00  
  

228,728.80 

November 1 November 8 November 15     November 22 November 29 

 
 
  
  

500.00 
43,710.59 

2,257,828.59 
2,238,720.00  

  
  

19,108.59  
  

2,645.00 
95,375.78 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

231,373.80  
 “ONE”        JANUARY 1, 2022   Paul Allen, Minister of Congregation 

       “ONE”           
  2.1.2022 
 ONE CHURCH 

 
 The total cost of our Phase III Building Project was $10,405,039. 
 Current mortgage balance as of 1/24/202 is $2,273,000.   
 We began our permanent loan on 6/24/2009 by borrowing $6,570,500. 
 We have paid $4,297,500 towards the loan principal.  
  Loan on the new construction $2,295,900. 
 Total Long Term Liabilities $4,568,900.00. 
 

 ONE DREAM 
 
 Our Church agreed upon two CRITICAL areas of expansion: 
 Additional “on grade” parking on the North Side of the Campus  (cost) $400,000 to purchase 

- $450,000 to develop.  It is being fully utilized.   Praise – Praise - Praise 
 New Children’s Ministry Building (estimated cost) $2,600,000.  It is now fully furnished and 

available to be utilized.   It is absolutely awesome! Praise – Praise - Praise 
 Amick’s Ferry Access:  Being utilized. Praise – Praise - Praise 
 

 QUESTIONS 
 
 If you have any questions regarding the building program or the finances involved, please call 

Caroline Fogle or Paul Allen for discussion.  Your call will be welcomed,  and as the saying 
goes, there is no foolish question. 

 

 MISSION PROJECT FEBRUARY 2022:  We are in the initial planning stages for a mission trip to 
Lumberton, NC at the end of February. Trip will be from Sunday to Friday with estimated cost 
of $100. Please email jnesbitt@sc.rr.com if you are interested. 

 
 COSTA RICA MISSION TRIP:  CUMC has sent a short-term mission team to work with Faithful 

Servant Missions (FSM) in San Ramón, Costa Rica every summer from 2010 until 2019. We 
are forming a team for this summer in the late June – early July time frame. This is a great 
trip for families with children as young as 10 years old. There will be an informational 
meeting on Sunday, February 6th at 12:30 p.m. in room 215. If you are just mildly curious 
about this mission trip opportunity, you are encouraged to attend this meeting. If you would 
like more information, please contact Wayne Moss at columbiagator@gmail.com or 803-446
-2291. You are also encouraged to view the FSM website 
at www.faithfulservantmissions.org. 

mailto:jnesbitt@sc.rr.com
mailto:columbiagator@gmail.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xBZlDjGhQkwKGcRGUquSPoQ3yYyYmxXyCFmAZmGjmpi0XMpnIxy5wzXjbf69hVx7ejnNDlyWaCEfEtiA8nYDqub1iy-IUX5lTiswnucYBbfMzsImWmx-0SEQVJurrveQwJ-wHulPszyhBoRHhlo3KeiP4xA9OIEukZvGXcicPCg=&c=iwjwkS_O-icTA-52QYXwsFE3QQy_nYjvLkKJUJyIiY6Yn8boNV7Y


Our Mision 

We are a church family striving 

daily to 

 follow God’s will for our lives by 

 becoming more Christ-like, while 

sharing with all persons the good 

news of our faith and showing 

them, in an understanding and 

caring way, God’s hope and love. 

 CONFIRMATION:  We are so excited to be offering Confirmation again this year. 
Confirmation is for students in grades 7-12 who want to learn and explore the 
core doctrines of our faith. We will begin confirmation with a celebration dinner for 
the parents and students on February 15th. The lessons will be taught through an online 
course that we have created. John and Jody will still be teaching the information, but we 
are so excited for the opportunity for students and their families to slowly walk through 
these truths together. If you have any questions, please email John.  

 ADOPT A HIGHWAY:  The next date for Chapin UMC's Adopt-A-Highway project 
is Saturday, February 12, 2022. We will meet at the fire station on Amicks Ferry Road at 
8:30 am. Please plan to join us.  Contact Trey Simon at (803) 351-3854 
or tsimon@logivation.com if you have any questions. 

 WEDNESDAY MORNING PRAYER:  Pastor Jody is facilitating our prayer calls; you can pray 
out loud or pray silently, and these prayer times last about 30 minutes. So please join us 
as we spend these precious moments connecting with each other and with God in pray-
er. 

 Call: 1-301-715-8592, and use meeting id 894 3157 2823 
 Foundations:  Are you ready to take the next steps here at Chapin UMC? Then 

Foundations is for YOU! Foundations is our membership information class held several 
times a year. Here you will learn about the foundation of our church – our Mission, Vision 
and values of Chapin UMC. You will hear about our different ministry areas and how you 
can partner with us in our mission to connect people with the saving love of Jesus, grow 
in full devotion to Him, and share His love with each other and the world. We hold the 
Foundations Class 6 times a year.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

connect > grow > share 

415 Lexington Avenue 

PO Box 237, Chapin, 

SC29036 

803.345.2801 (phone) 

803.345.5310 (fax) 

mailto:tsimon@logivation.com

