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GENERAL  
Q: Why is our church considering separation from the United Methodist denomination?  
A: Due to the ongoing division taking place in the greater denomination of the United Methodist Church, 
congregations across the U.S. are being given the opportunity to choose their own pathways for future 
affiliation based on their core values and theological beliefs. 
 
The history is long and complicated, but ultimately, upholding the traditional, apostolic witness of Holy 
Scripture as authoritative in all matters of faith and practice is the central reason why Chapin United 
Methodist Church is considering leaving the United Methodist Church.  
 
Q: Why is this happening now?  
A: On December 19, 2022, Bishop Jonathan Holston provided a process for each congregation to 
consider its future affiliation by March 1 of this year — whether that’s remaining in the United 
Methodist Church, staying in Wesleyan connection by affiliating with another Methodist denomination 
or becoming an independent church.  
 
Currently, more than 2000 UM churches across the U.S. are currently in official discernment or have 
already disaffiliated from the UMC. This number is expected to more than double over the next year or 
two.   
 
Q: What will change if Chapin United Methodist leaves the UMC?  
A: As a 133-year-old standard-bearer of orthodox, Wesleyan theology and now one of the largest 
congregations in SC Methodism, Chapin UMC will continue to advance its mission to connect people with 
the saving love of Jesus, grow together in full devotion to Him, and share His love freely with each other 
and the world — regardless of denominational affiliation.    
 
Chapin UMC’s leadership – both clergy and lay – are working to ensure the ministry and mission of the 
church advance without delay, interruption or redirection.  
 
Q: What is the process to disaffiliate from the UMC?  
A: The SC Annual Conference process for each church seeking to separate from the UMC: 1) complete 
the appropriate period of discernment, 2) calculate apportionments and unfunded pension liability 
estimates, 3) conduct a congregational vote to disaffiliate, 4) pay in full previous year’s apportionments 
and current year apportionments, 5) pay in full unfunded pension liability, 6) pay 10% of appraised 
equity value of real property and 10% of liquid assets, 7) complete all necessary legal forms, and 8) be 
approved for release by an affirmative vote of the SC Annual Conference  
 
Q: When will the change be official?  
A: The 2023 Annual Conference of the SC Annual Conference of the UMC will be held on June 4-8, 2023, 
for the purpose of voting to release local congregations that have completed the necessary steps and 
settled all financial and legal obligations. Chapin UMC will be among this group if our discernment 
period reveals a desire to leave the denomination.  
  



Q: Will Chapin UMC affiliate with another denomination?  
A: It’s too soon to determine a specific affiliation pathway for the future. Among the options for possible 
future affiliation are 1) The Global Methodist Church, 2) the Free Methodist Church, 3) another 
Wesleyan denomination, 4) The Foundry [a network of Methodist Churches not yet a part of another 
denomination], or 5) Become Independent. It is too soon to tell, there will time for more discernment if 
the church decides to disaffiliate.   
 
Q: Who gets to make the decision to part ways with the UMC, and when will that happen? 
A: If the discernment process reveals a ministry calling outside the UMC, members of the church will 
have the opportunity to participate in a called church conference for the purpose of voting to disaffiliate 
from the United Methodist Church. If needed, the congregational vote is tentatively set for February 26, 
2023 at 5:00PM.  
 
Q: How will this affect my church membership?   
A: Your vows of membership are honored regardless of denominational affiliation. Your membership is 
recorded in our local church database, and that status will not change as a result of any disaffiliation or 
affiliation activity. 
 
Q: Will we change our church name?  
A: Yes. The UMC requires that any church that disaffiliates no longer use “United” in their name.  
 
FINANCE, PROPERTY & LEGAL  
Q: How will the church be financed now and in the future?  
A: As religious 501(c)3 non-profit organization, Chapin UMC’s ministries operate solely from financial 
support of its members, supporters, and community members at-large. This status will not change as a 
result of any change in denominational affiliation.   
 
Q: Will the church retain our buildings and property?  
A: Completing the disaffiliation process from the United Methodist Church would ensure that Chapin 
UMC will leave the denomination with unincumbered ownership of its properties, buildings, and other 
material assets.  
 
Q: What is the trust clause and how does that affect our church?  
A: The trust clause is a historic, universal claim made by the UMC and written into the church’s articles 
of incorporation, in an effort to retain ownership rights of local church properties. Should Chapin UMC 
choose to disaffiliate, CUMC will be automatically released from this claim upon a final vote for 
disaffiliation by the SC Annual Conference.       
 
Q: What is the legal risk of leaving the denomination? 
A: There is no risk or liability associated with disaffiliation by following the prescribed steps for 
completing the process. The risk of litigation increases in cases where churches take steps to disaffiliate 
outside the prescribed process.   
 
LEAD PASTOR & STAFF  
Q: Where does our lead pastor and staff stand on this issue? Do they support leaving the denomination?   
A: Chapin UMC’s staff team joins the greater congregation in the current period of discernment; they 
are in careful consideration and study of the options and are expected to make their views known in the 



near future.    
 
Q: How will our staff be impacted by a transition away from the UMC?  
A: Chapin UMC’s lead pastor would continue to serve as an ordained elder in the UMC until the church’s 
separation becomes final by a vote of the SC Annual Conference. After that time, he would seek 
licensing and credentials from either a new denomination, or independent licensing organization.    
 
Non-clergy staff will not be impacted. 
 
 
HUMAN SEXUALITY   
 
Q: Isn’t the division in the UMC about accepting LGBTQIA+ people in the church? I’ve seen it in the news 
media.  
A: News media coverage often highlights UMC clergy and/or congregations that either advocate for or 
stand against full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ persons as clergy and as couples married in the church.  
At Chapin United Methodist Church, discernment and decisions are focused on the primary matters of 
scriptural authority — what orthodox Christians have always believed about God, Jesus and the Bible 
— above matters of full inclusion.  
 
Regarding this specific topic, Chapin UMC relies on scriptures – God’s holy, inspired, inerrant, infallible, 
and authoritative Word – to guide all matters of human relations, including sexuality.    
 
Q: What is our stance on LGBTQIA+ clergy and marriage?  
A: The UMC Book of Discipline has been the same on this matter since 1972, and yet it is disregarded by 
liberal clergy and congregations across the denomination with no accountability or enforcement.  
 
Paragraph 304.3 of the UMC Book of Discipline says, “The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with 
Christian teaching. Therefore, self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, 
ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church.” 
 
Chapin UMC has always followed the Discipline and will continue to for as long as necessary, in 
adherence to the authority of scripture regarding marriage (Gen. 2:24, Matt. 19:4-5) and sexual 
practices outside of marriage (Rom. 1:26-27, Lev. 18:22) .  
 
Chapin UMC stands with our Bishop, Jonathan Holston, in upholding the Book of Discipline. CUMC 
denounces the increasing defiance and disobedience against the United Methodist Book of Discipline on 
this matter.     
 
Chapin UMC is not aligned with the continuing UMC’s forthcoming efforts to become completely 
inclusive of LGBTQIA+ persons by conducting ceremonies of Christian marriage and by appointing self-
avowed practicing LGTBQIA+ persons as ordained clergy.  
 
Q: Are LGBTQIA+ persons welcome at our church?  
A: Chapin UMC views all people as individuals of sacred worth. Therefore, LGTBQIA+ persons are invited 
to participate in worship as lay congregants, or in ministry programs as lay participants. We extend 
welcome, grace and respect to all who call Chapin UMC their church home. We are fully committed to 
inviting all, welcoming all, loving all, and sharing the life-giving good news of the gospel to all. 



 
Q: What does the Bible say about sexual sin?  
A: Scriptures require us to live in pursuit of holiness with our human bodies, because of the sacrifice 
Jesus made for us in reconciling us to God. For this reason, scripture instructs us to flee from sexual sin 
(1 Cor. 6:9-11, 12-18; Eph. 5:3). These scriptural principles apply to all, including heterosexuals who 
profess to be Christ followers. 
 


