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EASTER 
 

Holy Week is here! Good Friday is this Friday! The Resurrection of 
our Lord and Savior will be this Sunday, April 4!!! And this year, 
we are super excited to be able to gather on campus for our Easter 
worship experiences! So, in light of our Covid protocol, we have 
changed our gathering schedule to help us safely accommodate 
as many people as possible. Our Contemporary Services will be 
held on Saturday, April 3rd at 3:00 P.M. and 5:00 P.M. in the 
Sanctuary. Our Traditional Services will be held on Sunday, April 
4th at 9:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary. These services 
will also be available online on Easter Sunday! Space in the 
sanctuary is limited, so if you’re going to worship in the 
sanctuary, you need to register as soon as possible. Please do so 
by registering online at chapinumc.com or call the church’s 
office (803-345-2801). Thanks! 



T H E  C I R C U I T  R I D E R  

 

CONGREGATIONAL CARRESSES   Paul Allen, Minister of Congregation 

 

Acts 1:8 “You shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.” 
 

This piece of scripture is very meaningful to 
our congregation at Chapin UMC.  The fact 
that we are so involved in missions both in 
Chapin, surrounding areas and most 
certainly worldwide.  It is just a part of 
whom we are and is one of the many ways 
we share His love with others.   
 

There is a famous story about a prospector 
who sold his farm so he would have the 
financial resources to look for diamonds.  
He wore himself out searching the world 
over for the mother lode, finally dying in 
the despair of never finding the treasure he 
was seeking.  Later, the new owner of the 
farm he sold, saw a flashing stone in the 
stream behind the farm.  He fished it out, 
admired it, and put it on his mantel as a 
keepsake.  A visitor saw it and recognized it 
to be a diamond of remarkable size.  The 
new owner recalled seeing other such 
stones in the creek, and yes his farm 
became one of the most productive 
diamond mines of all time. 
 

The first man traveled the world looking for 
acres of diamonds when they were in his 
backyard the entire time. 
 

Years ago we had a USC college student 
intern at our local Xerox office.  She was 
from the island of Maui in Hawaii.  When I 
shared with her how beautiful her island 
was, she agreed—agreeing as someone 
who had lived there her entire life.  Then, 

she began to share with me the beauty of 
South Carolina.  She should have worked 
for the Tourist Bureau because she 
explained a beauty that she encountered 
that I quite honestly had taken for granted.  
Her view of our mountains, the beaches, 
our history, back road drives, attractions, 
and our restaurants.  What an eye opening 
experience!  Right here in my own back 
yard. 
 

The same is holding true at the current 
time with the chaotic world and times in 
which we are living.  We think and are 
often overwhelmed when we think of the 
needs of nearly 8 billion people worldwide 
spread over 7 gigantic continents.  COVID, 
hunger, medical needs, political unrest, 
human rights violations, sexual trafficking, 
Christians being persecuted and killed 
because of their belief in Jesus.  Easy to see 
things afar but maybe a little too easy to 
miss the things needed here in our own 
back yards. May we never take for granted 
the needs that surround us.  Always 
remembering as well that there is a one 
word solution to so many of the world’s 
problems.  That word is Jesus.   
 

Truth is that God’s plan for the world starts 

right here in Chapin.  It is a huge mission 

field.  Every stranger we encounter, as well 

as our friends and family,  is a potential 

mission field for the love of Jesus.  May 

God give each of us the wisdom to share 

not only His love but also the beautiful 

Gospel message both here in our Jerusalem 

called Chapin and to the surrounding areas 

as well.   



Joe Bouknight, Lay Leader 

    
    My husband loves boats. Big boats, little 
boats, fast boats, almost any kind of boat with 
a motor. He likes to ride in boats, he likes to 
look at boats, he likes to talk about boats, and 
he LOVES the annual Boat Show. Thousands 
of boats, all in the same place, and he gets to 
look at them, touch them, and tell me all 
about them! Did I mention that I do not hold 
this same fascination for boats as he does? I 
mean, I like to ride in boats, but that’s about 
as far as my interest goes and I am NOT a fan 
of the boat show. I can think of many, many 
other ways I would rather spend a Saturday, 
but I go with my sweet husband because I 
know how much he enjoys it. That’s what we 
do for people we love and care about. We do 
things that are often tedious for us, but our 
reward is seeing them happy. (And just for the 
record, my husband does A LOT of things for 
me that he would rather not do either!) 
 
This is also how I feel about having to continue 
to wear a mask. I don’t like wearing masks, 
never have, and I will celebrate the day when 
the CDC says they are no longer needed. I’m 
going to take all of mine and put them in a 
pile, squirt some hand sanitizer on them, light 
them up and watch them burn!    But until 
then, I will wear them even though I find 
them tedious. Why? Because I love the people 
around me. I respect the people around me. 
And when it comes right down to it, what 
harm is it doing to me? None. Absolutely 
none. Wearing a mask does NOT take away 
my civil liberties or infringe on my personal 
freedom. And even if it did take away some of 

my “personal” freedom, so what? It’s just a 
mask for goodness sakes. Wearing them 
won’t last forever and it makes many vulnerable 
people around me feel safer and less anxious.  
 
This pandemic has been very hard on our 
country and our world, and yes, even our 
church. While Chapin UMC has stayed 
financially viable and continues to support 
our community and missions thanks to the 
generosity of our congregation, our church 
has suffered in “in-person” attendance. I am 
so very thankful that we had the ability to 
worship online when everything was shut 
down. Mark Slice and his team deserve a 
huge round of applause for never letting us 
miss a beat. But, it’s not the same. Worshipping in 
our homes, without the rest of our church 
family around us is just NOT the same as 
being together. But there is good news! With 
the increasing rollout of the vaccine, it is now 
safe for many of us to return to in-person 
worship. Many of you have been coming since 
Chapin UMC started gathering in-person again 
last fall, but for others, it still wasn’t “safe” for 
you do so. Praise the Lord for the vaccine and 
as more are vaccinated, we’ve seen 
attendance start to increase! 
 
But I keep hearing “I’m not going back until I 
don’t have to wear a mask.” Really? Why? 
Now, I totally understand this for folks who 
have a medical condition that prevents them 
from wearing a mask for extended periods, 
but what about the rest? Is your mask 
tedious? Yes. Does it fog up your glasses? Yes.  
 

“A HEART CONDITION”            
        Becky McCormack, Lay Leader 

Continued on p. 4. 



But this shouldn’t keep you out of in-person worship. Maybe what you 
have is heart condition. Not the medical kind, but the kind that puts your 
wants and your desires above those of others. You’re making a statement 
to the world (and the church) that you don’t think you should have to wear 
a mask, so you will just stay home until the requirement is lifted. Yep, that 
my friends is a heart condition. 
 
The apostle Paul addressed a similar situation in the Corinthian church 
when some of the folks felt that their “freedoms” were being restricted by 
some who weren’t as strong in the faith. I Corinthians 10:23-24 says, “I 
have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I 
have the right to do anything”—but not everything is constructive. No one 
should seek their own good, but the good of others.” You don’t have to 
believe that masks do anyone any good. You can continue to believe forcing 
people to wear them is a violation of personal freedom, but just put them 
on and come back to worship. Not because it’s what you want, but because 
it’s for the good of others. That’s what Christians do. That’s what Jesus did 
and what he died for. So get your vaccination, grab your mask, and come 
back to the Lord’s house! I hope to see you all very soon! 
 

Continued from p. 3 



Unbound to Share Good News is the theme for April in the program book for 

United Methodist Women.  The purpose is to learn how women experience freedom in 
Christ through the stories of the unbound woman (Luke 13:10-16) and the women at 
the empty tomb (Matthew 27:54-61;  Matthew 28:1-10) and to apply that 
understanding to the work of our Regional Missionaries. 
 
The good news of Easter is that when we choose to be courageous and be faithful in prayer, we 
are met by the risen Christ.  We are freed to go forth with joy to share the grace of Christ!  
There are many difficulties that we may face in choosing to show up with faith.  Poverty, shame, 
systems that oppress women, traditions that objectify women, fear, and powerlessness are 
barriers that women face when they seek an encounter with Jesus Christ.  Women can be 
bound by cultural expectations or power structures that restrict the roles of women in church 
or society. 
 
United Methodist Women’s Regional Missionaries today do the work of listening to women in 
international settings.  They are  ambassadors for Christ, learning the ways which women are 
bent over by oppression or cultural expectations.  Our Regional Missionaries worship with 
women and equip them to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ.  We as 
United Methodist Women must also be unbound for action as well! 
 
Chapin UMW has committed to partner with the Truth Seekers Sunday School Class to provide 
items for the Epworth Renovation Project.  The building when completed will become home 
for the displaced moms and kids who have completed their programs and are now ready to 
move into a place to call home.  Contact Susan Turner(803-529-7041 email: 
sturner1201@msn.com) if you would like to participate or donate toward this project. 
 
April is Columbia Bethlehem Community Center Special Emphasis Month.  Last year the 
center was closed for regular operating hours because of the pandemic.  However, through 
the support of volunteers they were able to provide weekly services including serving meals.  
Their plans for 2021 are to transition to childcare services. 
 
SCCUMW Spiritual Growth Virtual Event is scheduled for April 24TH beginning at 10:00 A.M.  
Rock Hill District will be the host for the event.  Guest speaker is the Reverend Wendy Hudson-
Jacoby.  She is the pastor of Two Rivers UMC in the Charleston District.  The theme is Behind 
Every Great Woman:  Community, Call, and Creativity in the Life of the women in Moses’ Life.  
“Miriam sang the refrain back to the women. 
Sing to the Lord for this overflowing victory.”  Exodus 15:21 
Online registration:  https://bit.ly/3r2fTaE 

CHAPIN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN    

       Cornelia  Smith, President 

Continued p. 6 
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WE CARE BECAUSE GOD CARES 

Kristine Joseph, Membership, Nurture, Outreach chair, has volunteered to 
collect cancelled stamps for Marion Mission Storehouse (benefits Methodist 
churches in Zambia & Republic of Congo) and pull tabs from soda cans (Ronald 
McDonald House).  All church members are encouraged to participate in these 
worthwhile missions.  Items may be placed in the UMW President’s mail box 
located in the office lobby. 
 
May 2nd is the deadline for applications for the Chapin UMW Scholarship.  The 
application forms are available in the church office.  One recipient will be chosen 
to receive $1000 for 2021-2022 school year. 
 
****************************************************************** 
 
 

Continued from p. 5 

APRIL We Care Needs: Peanut Butter/Jelly, Chili/Soup, Dried 
Beans, Grits/Rice, Mac & Cheese, Canned Tuna/Salmon, Pork & 
Beans, Spam, Canned Chicken, Pasta/Spaghetti Sauce, Turnip/

Collard Greens, Laundry Detergent, Personal Hygiene Items, i.e. 
Toothbrushes, Toothpaste. 



 ONE CHURCH 
 
 The total cost of our Phase III Building Project was $10,405,039. 
 Current mortgage balance as of 2/28/2021 is $2,489,200.   
 We began our permanent loan on 6/24/2009 by borrowing $6,570,500. 
 We have paid $4,081,300 towards the loan principal.  
  Loan on the new construction $2,387,900. 
 Total Long Term Liabilities $4,877,100. 
 

 ONE DREAM 
 
 Our Church agreed upon two CRITICAL areas of expansion: 
 Additional “on grade” parking on the North Side of the Campus  (cost) $400,000 to 

purchase - $450,000 to develop.  It is being fully utilized.   Praise – Praise - Praise 
 New Children’s Ministry Building (estimated cost) $2,600,000.  It is now fully furnished 

and available to be utilized.   It is absolutely awesome! Praise – Praise - Praise 
 Amick’s Ferry Access:  Being utilized. Praise – Praise - Praise 
 
 

 ONE CALLING 
 

 Please Consider Giving Just to the General Fund at This Time due to current inability 
for us to fully worship together in person. 

 Thank You!! 
 
 
 If you have any questions regarding the building program or the finances involved, 

please call Caroline Fogle or Paul Allen for discussion.  Your call will be welcomed,  and 
as the saying goes, there is no foolish question. 

“ONE”  APRIL 1, 2021    Paul Allen, Minister of Congregation 

CUMC MONTHLY DEATHS 

From Pastor Jody Flowers, his family, and the entire CUMC family, our 

prayers and deepest sympathy to the families of…. 

Paul Highberger   Steve Highberger's Father 
Polly Pearson   Lee Ann Lawrence's Mother 
Larry McLinden   Debbie Wilson's Brother 



 

 

GUATEMALA MISSION TRIP- Join us for our mission trip to San Raymun-
do, Guatemala June 14th-18th! This mission trip is a home build for a 
family chosen through the Casas Por Cristo organization. No construction 
skills necessary, just love for the serving the Lord! Call Laurie Cartmell @ 
803-940-7566 or lcartmell3@gmail.com with questions.   

mailto:lcartmell3@gmail.com

