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Dear Gateway Academy Community: 
 
COVID-19 may have changed our world, but it did not 
change Gateway Academy’s mission to: 
 
“…partner with parents to equip children with exceptional 
knowledge in academic subjects, the arts, and culture, through the 
Truths of Christianity and a Biblical worldview, in order to serve 
and glorify God.” 
 
Over the past several months, GA’s community has been confident 
in our shared faith and dedication to quality Christian school 
education. My heart is full of gratitude as I have watched this 
special community respond to the COVID-19 pandemic with new 
levels of partnership.  
 
Members of our re-opening task force have been engaged in  
examination of best practices and recommendations for reopening. Our team includes 
administrators, school nurse, select teachers, school committee members, NYS officials 
and outside advisors in the education and health fields.  
 

“To drive past an amazing 
school that your daughter has 
attended since she was three, 
and to see all the wonderful 
staff and cheer them on – 
tears flow! I just want to hug 
and thank each one of you! 
You all are an amazing staff.”  
 
Karen Crispi at GA’s National 
Teacher Appreciation Drive 
Through. 



We plan to re-open our campus for in-person instruction on Wednesday, September 9, 
combining a quality education program with proper safety protocols, with the flexibility to 
learn at a distance if required by law. Our plan is consistent with the mandates 
presented by the State of New York (and where practical Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention [CDC] recommendations). As state guidelines evolve, we will continue 
to adapt, as necessary. Due to GA’s small class sizes and large facility, policies for 
cleanliness and social distancing should be easier for us to follow.  
 
Our GA-FLEX plan requires parents and employees to ensure that only healthy 
individuals are entering the campus. 
 
GA-FLEX, which can also be found on 
RenWeb is detailed here:     
 

I. Preparation for Online and On-ground:  
A. This summer our faculty participated in 

professional development led by a 
Google Classroom and Suite certified 
trainer. We are implementing 
significant training and educational 
technology for our faculty to ensure a 
robust virtual learning platform.   

B. Where practical, all courses will be designed for on ground and online learning. 
C. It is vital that all parents, teachers and students are prepared for the possibility of 

NYS mandating a partial or full distance-based instruction platform at any time.   
 

II. Emotional Well-Being  
Our staff is made up of practicing Christians who care deeply for every student. They 
will be prepped for addressing possible emotional health needs of students as 
related to the COVID-19 experience. In so doing, staff will work side-by-side with 
parents to address such needs. Gateway Academy also has access to Gateway 
Church’s licensed and seasoned professional counselor.  
 

III. Social Distancing 
A. While several classes are close to 20 

students, generally we do not go over 
20. Along with a roughly 120,000 sq. ft. 
facility, social distancing is much easier. 

B. Increased physical distancing between 
desks, facing the same direction.  

C. Staggered elementary, MS and HS 
arrival/departure times. 

D. Limited guests on campus. 
E. Schedules and procedures to encourage 

safe passing between classes. 
F. Grades 1 - 9 parents are generally not 



permitted to enter the building during drop-off or pick-up. 
G. A teacher’s class will be self-contained and intermingling between classes 

avoided to the extent practicable and possible.   
H. The Middle School traditional practice of changing classes between periods 

results in congested hallways. This will be limited where possible. 
I. The use of light-transmitting plastics is an option where social distance or mask 

requirements cannot be complied with 
or easily regulated. Light-transmitting 
plastics must comply with Building 
Code Section 2606. 

 
IV. Hygiene, Sanitation and Air Flow 

A. Implementing CDC recommended 
cleaning protocols. 

B. Daycare: Removing plush toys and 
soft items that are difficult to sanitize.  

C. Hand sanitizer stations in each room 
and throughout the building. 

D. Handwashing and sanitizing as a 
regular component of daily practice.   

E. Best practices for covering coughs and sneezes.  
F. Water fountains will not be operational. Students may bring a water bottle.  
G. As much as possible, weather permitting, windows will be open. 
H. Where appropriate and safe, to mitigate health risks from touching doorknobs, 

some doors inside the building may be fixed in the open position. 
I. MERV13 air filters installed. 
 

V. Screening 
A. Every morning before entering the classroom, students will have their 

temperature taken with a non-touch thermometer.      
B. Every day before entering the building, parents must complete a screening form 

found on our GA app (see your app store) for their children. A separate form for 
each child must be completed. The form indicates that no student, staff, parent 
or visitor may enter our building if they have: 
1. Traveled internationally or from a state with widespread community 

transmission of COVID-19 per NYS Travel Advisory in the past 14 days. 
2. Been knowingly in close or proximate contact in the past 14 days with 

anyone who has tested positive through a diagnostic test for COVID-19. 
3. Tested positive through a diagnostic test for COVID-19 in the past 14 days. 
4. Experienced any symptoms of COVID-19, including a temperature of 

greater than 100.0°F, in the past 14 days. 
C. If a child is sick before school a parent must keep them home (i.e. fever, body 

aches, cough, sore throat, headache, upset stomach, etc.). A temperature 
registering 100 or higher requires students to stay home until fever-free, without 
the use of fever reducing medication, for 48 hours (a change from 24 hours.).  

 



VI. Masks 
A. We acknowledge the benefits of masks to prevent the spread of disease. 

Anyone is welcomed to maximize this safety precaution. GA will foster a culture 
of acceptance about mask-wearing. 

B. However, requiring masks always would limit the social-emotional impact of 
being at school. For instance, masks will not be required when a student is:  
1. sitting at a desk and appropriately distanced. 
2. participating in P.E. if appropriately distanced.  
3. at recess outside.  

C. Yet, students are required to wear masks during times of transition from one 
location to another. For instance, a mask is required when a student: 
1. leaves his or her desk. 
2. leaves the classroom for any reason.  
3. is being dropped-off or at dismissal. 
4. is participating in recess indoors (generally speaking) 

D. Teachers are not mandated to wear facemasks when frontal teaching and 
socially distanced. They will wear a mask at all other times.  

 
VII. Calendar Adjustment:   

A. Move Columbus Day break to Oct. 14 and Veteran’s Day break to Nov. 11. 
Designed to mitigate the risk that comes when families travel to visit relatives and 
friends over long weekends and then return to school possibly asymptomatic. 

B. Any possible further adjustments would only be implemented due to a NYS 
mandate or potential COVID spikes citywide.   

 
VIII. Lunch 

A. Lunch in classrooms or designated area. 
B. No ordering in for lunch to limit foot traffic. 
C. No hot lunch program (except for Universal Pre-K as mandated by NYC).  
D. The sharing of food and beverages is not permitted.  

   
IX. Physical Education and Recess 

A. Individual activities requiring the use of athletic equipment are permissible; 
however, all equipment must be cleaned prior to the next class. 

B. Activities that provide for social distancing will be used, while contact sports 
discouraged. 

 
X. Bus Service:  

Waiting to hear from the Department of Education.  
 

XI. Before and After Care 
A. Normal procedures will be in place, except that students who are not socially 

distanced will be required to wear a mask.  
 
 
 



XII. On-Campus COVID related symptom response 
A. Students with COVID-like symptoms will be evaluated by GA’s nurse in Rm 219. 
B. The nurse will monitor the student and call the parents. 
C. Parent will not enter the school building. Student will be brought to the parent. 
D. Nurse will encourage parent to have student tested for COVID-19. 
E. After student is picked up, room 219 will be closed and cleaned. 
F. The school nurse will determine if  

1. student needs to isolate at home for 14 days and return to school with 
clearance from a health care provider 

2. student must remain at home until free of symptoms for 48 hours without the 
use of medications. 

3. Student my return to school immediately upon feeling better  
G. The class will remain open and school will continue as normal. 
H. If student is recommended to be tested, and does not, that student cannot return 

to school until 10 days have passed since the first symptom. Student must also 
be symptom free for 48 hours without the use of medication. 

 
XIII. Positive Case of COVID-19 

A. GA will notify NYS’s Department of Health of a confirmed COVID-19 case.   
B. Contact tracing will occur. 
C. The count of 10 days for quarantining will begin two days before the test date. 
D. If a student in a particular class tests positive 

he will quarantine for 10 days. If a second 
student in the same class tests positive it is 
likely the entire class will learn remotely for 10 
days. GA’s task force will make these 
determinations. 

E. A staff person testing positive will quarantine 
for 10-days. If the staff person was practicing 
all safety protocols appropriately, it is unlikely 
that anyone else will need to quarantine. GA’s 
task force will make these determinations.   

F. Per HIPPA laws, no infected person’s identity 
will be made known.  

G. Parents will be contacted in a reasonable and 
responsible manner.  

 
XIV. Student Exposed Outside of School 

If a student is in the presence of someone who has COVID-19, outside of school, 
depending on the circumstances student may need to immediately isolate for 10 
days at home. In such a circumstance the parent must contact the school 
immediately. Even if the student tests negative, quarantining may still be necessary. 
Students will then learn remotely.  
 
 
 



XV. Under Quarantine Orders 
GA expects anyone under quarantine orders to stay home, follow quarantine 
guidelines and the direction of a primary care physician.  
 
A doctor's note signing off on a return is required for readmittance.   

 
XVI. Point of Contact for COVID Related Questions 

Designated point of contact for COVID-related health questions is our school nurse.  
 

XVII. Special Services 
All service providers will continue as normal, while following all health and safety 
protocols. Service providers will need to wear a mask at all times. 
 

XVIII. Questions and Answers 
A. Will Chapel Continue to Take Place?  

Yes, the spiritual development of our children is a cornerstone of GA’s education. 
We want our students to safely gather for corporate worship and the hearing of 
God's Word. Due to the fact that several grades will be in the same room masks 
will be required and students will sit one seat apart from each other.  

 
B. Will Field Trips, After-School Programs, and Performing Arts still be offered?  

Yes, GA’s administration is working on ways to continue offering these 
opportunities in a responsible and reasonable manner. More information is 
coming soon.    

 
C. What About Financial or Job Loss? 

We continue to understand that some in our community will experience 
unexpected job loss or financial hardship that make paying tuition difficult. If this 
is your experience, remember we have a tuition support application at GA. Just 
send an email to jstagno@gatewayacademyny.org for more information.  

 
I am thankful for your ongoing commitment to our students, 
faculty, and families as we collectively navigate this situation. May 
God continue to richly bless our efforts, and keep all of us safe, 
as we further the spiritual and academic education of young 
people.  
 
Christopher P. DeSanctis 

 
Head of School    
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