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John 2:1-11  “The Glorious Provision of Christ” 

 

Intro. In the opening verses of the Gospel of John, the apostle has some impressive words to say 

about Jesus Christ (1:1-18). He boldly states that He is the eternal Son of God, who became flesh & 

lived among us. Later in that first chapter we read about a few disciples who believed in him, and 

began to follow Him. They not only believed that He was the Messiah, but it wasn’t long before 

they began to believe that He is the Son of God (1:49).  

 Now, if indeed Jesus is the Son of God, then we would expect Him to do things that no 

ordinary man can do. So beginning with chapter 2, we read of the first sign that Jesus did to 

demonstrate that He is indeed the Son of God. By the way, a sign is a miracle with a message! And 

I want you to know that there is a message here for you! As Jesus performed His first miracle of 

turning the water into wine, the faith of the disciples was strengthened even more. And I want 

everyone here today to have a strong faith that Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior of the world. Is 

He your Lord and Savior? 

 The focus of my message will not be upon the product Jesus produced. Over the years Bible 

commentators have debated whether or not Jesus made wine with alcohol
1
 or new wine, which is 

fresh grape juice. I doubt that it was anything like the strong wine that people buy these days. 

Proverbs 23.32 says regarding intoxicating wine, “At the last it bites like a serpent….” Now you 

tell me, would Jesus provide something like that for the guests? In that day most Jews who did 

drink fermented wine drank it diluted with water, which lowered the alcohol content. But debating 

the kind of wine Jesus made here is not the point of the passage. The point of this passage is not to 

give people an excuse to drink wine. Instead, we need to focus upon the spiritual truths that we can 

draw from this passage of Scripture. 

 But before we get into the text, let me give you a brief background to the story here. The 

scene is a wedding celebration in Cana, to a small village a few miles north of Nazareth. It’s quite 

possible that Mary was invited to the wedding as a relative of the bride or groom, or as a friend of 

the families involved. Perhaps she was the wedding coordinator, based on her involvement in our 

story. As a courtesy, Jesus was invited because of His connection to Mary, and His disciples were 

invited because of their connection to Jesus.
2
 Nathanael was from Cana (21:2). He was probably an 

invited guest. 

 Now in that day, the wedding celebrations usually lasted for several days, and even as long 

as a week (Judg. 14:12). You think weddings are expensive today. Well think what it would be like 

if the wedding cerebration lasted several days! Furthermore, it was customary to invite large 

numbers of people to a wedding, like they do in India. In a small village like Cana, just about 

everyone in the village would have been invited. And so we should not be totally surprised by what 

we read in v.3. Notice that the wine ran out. Perhaps the family was fairly poor, and they could not 

afford to provide very much wine. Based on v.10 we could say that what they did provide was not 

very good. And so, at that wedding Jesus performed His first miracle, which was indeed important. 

                                                 
1
 The word in v.10 translated “well drunk” actually means “become drunk.” There is no doubt that the master of the 

feast was referring to wine with alcohol in that statement. 
2
 However, Tenney says, “The ‘also’ carries a slight connotation that Jesus and His followers were extra guests, invited 

because of their connection with His mother.” 
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That’s just like Him. He turns failure into success, tragedy into triumph, and yes, water into wine! 

But how He went about performing that miracle is also important and instructive. So consider with 

me first of all that our story today illustrates: 

 

I. SO OFTEN WE LACK WHAT WE NEED 

 

 We are creatures of need. Man is always running out of what we need. We keep having to 

go to the store to buy milk, eggs, bread, and so forth. Our needs keep reoccurring over and over 

again. That’s why Jesus taught us to pray, “And give us this day our daily bread.” Now in our story 

today, we see the deficiency of man illustrated in two ways: 

 

 A. The Lack of Wine – Notice what the mother of Jesus said to Him in the last of v.3, 

“They have no wine.” Running out of wine would have been regarded as an insult to those present. 

This was a serious problem. In fact, the celebration was turning into a crisis! There was panic at the 

party! Have you ever hosted an important event like a reception or a dinner? If so, what’s your 

greatest fear? Isn’t it running out of food or drinks! 

 But we also see the deficiency of man illustrated in: 

 

 B. The Empty Pots – In v.6 we see that there were 6 pots, and 6 is the number of man. 

That’s because 6 falls short of 7, the number of completeness. So these pots were a fitting symbol 

of the emptiness of man. Furthermore, Judaism was empty and barren as a religion. Judaism's 

vessels of purification would no longer been needed for that purpose, but replaced with something 

better. So the emptiness seen here illustrates an important truth. There is a void, an emptiness in 

each of our lives that only God can fill.  

 Do you recognize your own lack of righteousness? Romans 3:10 says, "There is none 

righteous, no, not one.” Romans 3:23 says, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

Do you acknowledge that you can’t handle all the challenges of life on your own? You lack all the 

wisdom and strength that you need. James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of 

God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” 

 Once you acknowledge your own deficiency, let me tell you who can meet your needs, and 

fulfill what is lacking in your life. Jesus Christ is the answer to our emptiness. We are going to see 

in our story today that He was the One who met a pressing need at the wedding celebration. John 

1:16 says, “of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.” Christ can meet our needs. I 

will talk more about that later.  

 But how does He do so? Well let’s consider next that He does so through: 

 

II. GOD USES PEOPLE TO MEET OUR NEEDS 

 

 Christ almost always uses people to meet our needs. So when Christ decided to meet the 

deficiency, He did not just speak the word and create wine out of nothing. He worked a miracle in a 

quiet way through the instrumentality of people, using such abilities as they have. Mary had a part, 

and the servants who filled the pots also had a part. They had the joy of seeing Christ do something 

amazing. 

 That is the way He continued to work miracles in His ministry. Jesus used the loaves and 

fish of a boy, as well as the service of His disciples, to feed a multitude, and He can use you too. As 

I said, the water pots are symbolic of man. Christ wants to fill us with His living water, His Holy 



Spirit, and use us to be a blessing to others. 

 But there are some who have a hyper-Calvinistic theology, and they seem to suppose that 

God is going to save people, and meet needs, and do a great work without our instrumentality. In 

pious and smug comfort they say, “We are just going to sit back and watch God work, and not try 

to take the glory for ourselves.” Such a person would have said on this occasion, “Lord, I fully 

believe that you can make wine for these people without any water, and with your permission, I 

will not get any water. I am quite certain that you do not want my help.”  

 Yet the fact is souls are not going to be saved, nor lives touched, nor needs met, apart from 

the instrumentality of people. We can witness God at work in our church, but only if we pray, 

witness, serve others, and make personal commitments to be here. And so, we have some important 

instructions here on this subject.  

 Now I want you to notice from my text the type of people Jesus used in performing this 

miracle: 

 

 A. Mary, After She Assumed a Servant Position – Overall, Mary did the right thing. She 

took the problem to Jesus! She knew that His ministry had begun. He had been baptized. Disciples 

were now following Him. And so the secret hope that she had nourished silently for so long bursts 

into flame, and she turns to Him with beautiful faith in His power to help. But the problem is she 

approaches Him as His mother, thinking that gave her a special position over Him.  

 Mary was being a typical woman here. All she says was, “They have no wine.” But men, 

you need to make sure that you have learned that when a woman says something like that, she 

expects you to do something about it! You’re supposed to interpret what she is saying. When a 

woman says, “The trash is full,” the husband may receive that as information. But let’s translated 

that. She means, “Would you take out the trash.”  

 But Jesus was smart enough to know exactly what Mary was actually saying. So in response 

to her, He in a way puts her in her place. He was not being disrespectful to her. The title “woman” 

was not a harsh designation in that day. It was commonly used. If fact, there are four other 

examples of Jesus using the same kind of way to address a woman.
3
 At the same time it expresses 

the idea of a respectful distance.
4
 So what He is saying in v.4 that she needs to realize that she has a 

new relationship with Him. She had no advantage over Him just by virtue of their physical 

relationship. [Those who venerate Mary should take not of this!] She needed to understand that 

there is now to be a spiritual relationship that transcends the physical (cf. Mt. 12:47-50). Jesus was 

actually her Lord. She was not His boss. She was to give Him reverence and respect, and not try to 

tell Him what to do as His mother.  

 Illustration: [Tell how granddaughter told me to switch to the DVD instead of asking me. 

Grandma corrected her…. She finally asked me nicely after grandma got out of the van!]. 

 Well I believe Mary gives an effective, humble response. She turns to the servants in v.5 

and she says, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” And so Mary quickly accepts her humble position 

of submission. If Christ chose to act, the servants would be ready to carry out His will. But she left 

it all up to Jesus.  

 My friend when you come to the point in your life that you are willing to do whatever Jesus 

says for you to do, and you are willing to leave the situation into the hands of Jesus Christ, then you 

                                                 
3
 Jesus uses the same form of address ("woman") for the woman of Samaria (4:21), the woman caught in adultery 

(8:10), his mother at the cross (19:26), and Mary Magdalene at the tomb (20:15). 
4
 Even though Jesus most likely called her “mother” in the home in Nazareth, it is significant that nowhere in the 

gospels does He use that word in direct address to her. 



are on your way to a miracle. Oh, that we would follow her example. Too often we approach God 

in prayer, not as His servants, but as if God were our servant, to do what we command of Him. So 

if we are going to be used by God, we need to take the position of servant, the way Mary did. 

 Next, notice another example of the kind of people God will use: 

 

 B. Those Already Working As Servants – In v.5 we read of some servants at the wedding. It 

is the Greek word diakonos, from which we get our English word “deacon.” Here it refers to those 

in charge of serving food and drink. There in v.5 Mary told the servants to be ready to do whatever 

Jesus said. And sure enough, in v.7 we see that Jesus gave a command to the servants, and they 

obeyed, and they witnessed a miracle. Furthermore, what later puzzled the “master of the feast” 

was no secret to these “servants.” They were directly involved in seeing this miracle come about. 

 Even so, those engaged in humble service are nearest to Him, and know Him best. Jesus 

said in John 12:26, “If anyone serves me, him will my Father honor.” If you want God to work in 

your life, you must take the servant position. And Jesus doesn’t ask you to do anything He himself 

was not willing to do. He said in Matthew 20:28, “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be 

served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” Are you a servant? Who else will 

volunteer to cut the grass for the church this spring? Who else will volunteer to serve in the 

nursery? Who else will volunteer to sing in the choir? Who else, if asked, will serve as a deacon? 

Do you want to be an insider, who sees God work? Do you want to be used of God? Then be a 

servant. 

 Another example of the kind of people God can use is: 

 

 C. Those Who Are Obedient – Notice in vv.7-8 that the servants were obedient to Jesus. 

There we read, “Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the waterpots with water.’ And they filled them up to the 

brim. And He said to them, ‘Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast.’ And they 

took it.” Did you notice what the miracle depended upon? The obedience of the servants! Had they 

not been obedient to the Word of God, it is likely that there would have been no miracle! The 

miracle hinged on the obedience of the servants! Often, when Christ is about to bestow a blessing 

and meet a need, He first gives a command. His command was not, “Let there be wine,” but to men 

He said, “Fill the waterpots with water.”  

 Let me give some other examples. After anointing the eyes of a blind man with clay, He 

commanded him to wash in the pool of Siloam. To the man with the withered hand He 

commanded, “Stretch out your hand” (Mt. 12:13). To the lame He commands, “Get up and walk.” 

It was only after they obeyed by faith that the miracle came to them. So often, Christ worked 

miracles after giving a command to men.  

 Say, do you need a miracle this morning? Obedience to the Word of God is the key! If God 

is not working in your life, is lack of obedience the reason? Oh, when Christ commands you to 

believe on Him, do it, and you will experience the miracle of regeneration. You will be born again. 

The life of Christ will fill your soul. 

 Christian, Christ commands us to go and share the good news, to bring people within the 

sound of the gospel. Obey Him, and you will see His power at work! Disobey Him, and our church 

will be dead and lifeless. Study the Scriptures, attend the services and listen and participate. Pray, 

teach a class, visit, do what you can for Christ and see Him bless what you do for Him in due time. 

 Since God often works only after we trust and obey, we need to imitate the obedience of 

these servants. So first of all: 

  1. We Should Obey Without Questioning - Had not Mary said what she did in v.5, 



the servants may have questioned the command of Jesus. Imagine what the response could have 

been, “Water! We don’t need to draw water. We need wine. Instead of spending the next hour 

drawing over 120 gallons of water from the well, our time would be better spent going and asking 

the neighbors for skins of wine, or going and buying some more wine.” But Christ could see a 

connection between the water and the wine, though they could not.  

 Yet too often the commands of Christ are questioned and rejected by those who think they 

know better than Christ. Christ says, “Believe” but too many reject that as a means of salvation 

from sin. It seems too simple. Surely, they say, there is a better way. When Naaman was 

commanded to go and wash in the Jordan River 7 times to be healed, at first he questioned the 

reason & refused (2 Kings 5). He would have missed the blessing of healing had he continued in 

disobedience. He finally obeyed and was healed. So just obey God. Do what the Bible says, and 

your life will be blessed. 

 Illustration: [Use tithing as an illustration?] 

  2. We Should Obey Zealously – In the last of v.7 I think we should note the fact that 

“they filled them up to the brim.” They didn’t halfway do the job. If the pots held 20 gallons, they 

did not pour in 10 and say, “That’s good enough.” No, they filled them to the brim.  

 Even so, in fulfilling Christ’s commands, let us go to their widest extent. If He says, 

“Believe”, then trust Him with your whole heart. If you are commanded to pray, pray fervently. Be 

diligent in reading His Word, for He says, “Search the Scriptures.” If you teach a class, teach well. 

If you sing in the choir, be faithful to rehearsal so you can sing well. Jesus is worthy of our best. 

Romans 12:11 says, “not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” We should serve 

the Lord with zeal. 

 Now even though our story illustrates and implies some truths about serving Christ, that is 

not the main point of the story. The main point is this: 

 

III. AS THE SON OF GOD CHRIST CAN MEET OUR NEEDS 

 

 Look at John’s conclusion of this story in v.11, “This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana 

of Galilee, and manifested His glory….” John calls this miracle of turning the water into wine a 

“sign.” As a sign it conveys a truth about Jesus. Surely such a manifestation of divine power must 

mean that He is the Son of God. After all, John says He “manifested His glory.” Just as God 

manifested His glory in the Old Testament (Ex. 24:16; 40:35; 1 Kings 8:11), His Son is 

Manifesting His glory in the New Testament! In 1:14 John says that they beheld His glory, and now 

he records the first ray of that glory, though it was not perceived by all.  

 Notice the result of such a manifestation of Divine glory in the last of v.11, “and His 

disciples believed in Him.” Clearly He was not merely a man. His true identity was now being 

unveiled. Now they are beginning to believe that He is the Son of God! 

 Now since Jesus has demonstrated that He is the Son of God, and just as He meet a need at 

the wedding, He can meet the needs in your life in ways that only God can do. So based on this 

story, I want to share with you two things Christ can do for you: 

 

 A. He Provides Joy – Christ could have said, “If anyone is thirsty, let them drink water.” 

There was plenty of water to drink after they filled those big water pots! Yet Jesus did not just 

provide water. He provided wine! After all, it was a wedding celebration.  

 Wine, especially in the Old Testament, is the symbol of gladness and joy (Psa. 104:15; Jd. 

9:13). So here we see that Christ did not come to rob men of their joy and gladness. Instead, He is 



able to sanctify and elevate our joys and infuse into them a strange new fragrance and power. Jesus 

Christ not only is with us in the sorrows of life but he is also with us in the joys of life, as we see 

here. In fact, this is one of the things they criticized Jesus for. John the Baptist came neither eating 

nor drinking and they said about him, “He’s got a demon.” Jesus Christ came eating and drinking 

and mingled with tax collectors and sinners and they said of Jesus Christ, “He is a friend of 

sinners.” Jesus knew how to enjoy the good things of life, like sharing a meal with friends and 

family. He did not shun a wedding celebration. He did not say, “I’m not going. I don’t believe in 

marital bliss.” Nor was He antisocial. Instead, He attended it with His disciples. I believed He 

enjoyed His time there. We don’t know what else Christ did at the wedding celebration, but I can 

assure you that what He did was good, clean fun. I’m sure Christ would have endorsed what Paul 

said in 1 Timothy 6:17, that we are “to trust … in the living God, who gives us richly all things to 

enjoy.” 

 I pointed out that wine was symbol of gladness and joy. Which would you rather have, the 

symbol or the reality? The “water” of our ordinary lives is changed into the “wine” of His joy. 

Jesus said in John 15:11, “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and 

that your joy may be full.” I have experienced the joy of the Lord, and I would rather have the 

fullness of His joy than getting high on wine. There is no harm in the joy that Christ gives!  

 And let me tell you something else. Since Christ can turn water into wine, He can also turn 

your sorrows into joy. Psa. 30:5 says, “Weeping may endure for a night, But joy comes in the 

morning.” Isa. 35:10 says, “They shall obtain joy and gladness, And sorrow and sighing shall flee 

away.” Jesus told His disciples in John 16:20, “your sorrow will be turned into joy.” Do you need 

the gift of joy from Jesus this morning? Some of you did not arrive very joyful today, but I pray 

you will leave with fullness of joy! 

 Yet I have to point out what Jesus did to make it possible for us to have His joy. That gift of 

joy is made possible through His shed blood. Jesus became “a Man of Sorrows” in order that He 

might impart to every believing and willing soul His own joy. It is fitting that the first miracle of 

Christ was the turning the water into wine, especially when you realize that wine became a symbol 

of His shed blood.  

 Now I want to point out two truths about this joy that Christ gives, as illustrated in our 

story: 

  1. He Give Joy Abundantly - Jesus made 6 pots full of wine! These great water-pots 

that stood there, if the whole contents of them were changed, contained far more than sufficient for 

one or two hundred guests. In fact, the total capacity would have been at least 120 gallons! Even so, 

the gifts of Christ are not stunted; they are neither small in quantity nor in quality. As long as there 

was thirst, there was an abundant supply. So here we see an illustration of the fact that Jesus can 

give abundant joy. Twice in the Gospel of John Jesus said “that your joy may be full” (15:11; 

16:24). Jesus said in John 10:10, “…I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it 

more abundantly.” 

 I want to tell you He is even more abundant in the realm of grace. Jesus Christ not merely 

pardons, he abundantly pardons. Jesus Christ not only shows mercy, He shows plenteous mercy. 

Paul said in Rom. 5:20, “where sin abounded, grace abounded much more.”  

  2. He Give Joy Progressively – Notice what the master of the feast said in v.10, 

“Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the 

inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!” Doesn’t the first part of v.10 describe the world? 

They grab for immediate pleasures, which are often followed by a lessening of satisfaction. Heb. 

11:25 warns of the reality of “the passing pleasures of sin.” Prov. 20.17 says, “Bread gained by 



deceit is sweet to a man, but afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel.” Apart from Christ 

things tend to get worse, not better. After a night of sin you feel worse, not better. The devil comes 

to you with that sparkling cup of secret sin and you drink it and it’s so pleasant to your taste. But I 

want to tell you something friends, from that point on it gets worse and worse. You move to the cup 

of guilt and then you move to the cup of fear of discovery. And then it gets worse. You move to the 

cup of addiction. And if you die in your sins, the devil will extend the hot fiery cup of hell and he 

will say, “Drink, I have saved the worse till last.” Friend, the wine of this world gets worse, and 

then it will run out!  

 But in contrast, the ruler’s statement is recorded to give us a truth about the gifts of Christ: 

they are progressively better. Now the first cup isn’t too pleasant, it’s the cup of repentance. It’s not 

too pleasant to fall on your knees and cry, “O God, be merciful to me a sinner.” But I want to tell 

you it gets better after that. There’s that sweet cup of salvation and the abundant life that he offers. 

His gifts become sweeter every day. [Sing or quote the first verse of The Longer I Serve Him, the 

Sweeter He Grows]. 

 Finally, Jesus saves the very best for last. In Old Testament prophecy wedding suppers and 

wine were associated with the Messianic Kingdom.
5
 Even so, shortly after Jesus comes again, we 

will partake of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:9; Mt. 8:11; Lk. 13:29). He’ll put the 

new wine before us, and we’ll say, “Oh Jesus, you saved the best till last.”
6
 Then think how heaven 

is going to be! Someday we will understand the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 2:9, “Eye has not 

seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has prepared for 

those who love Him.” The best is yet to come! 

 

 B. He Provides Transformation of Lives - Since Jesus has the power to transform water into 

wine, you can be sure that He can transform a sinner into a saint. You can be born again, and have a 

new life. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 

have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 

 

Conclusion: There was an infidel in a public place ridiculing the miracles of the Bible. He said, 

“Whoever heard of Jesus turning water into wine?” A man known by all of the people said, “Sir, 

can I say something.” He said, “Say on.” He said, “Sir, I don’t know much about the Bible and I 

don’t know if Jesus turned the water into wine or not. But I’ll tell you what, a few days ago Jesus 

saved me and if you will come out to my house tonight, I’ll show you where Jesus changed wine 

into furniture and clothes and groceries.”  

 Oh listen friend, since Jesus can turn water into wine, He can turn a hell-bound sinner into a 

heaven-bound believer. He can transform a foul mouth into one that speaks what is good. He is the 

Son of God. He has the power. Trust in Him today! 

 
Sources: Gary M. Burge, The NIV Application Commentary: John (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000); Dr. Ernest L. 
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5
 Hos. 2:19 - 23 says, “I will betroth you to Me forever;… The earth shall answer with grain, with new wine, And with 

oil…. And I will have mercy on her who had not obtained mercy; Then I will say to those who were not My people, 

‘You are My people!’ And they shall say, ‘You are my God!’" Amos 9:13-14 says, “Behold, the days are coming… 

When the … mountains shall drip with sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it. I will bring back the captives of 

My people Israel; They shall build the waste cities and inhabit them; They shall plant vineyards and drink wine from 

them….” 
6
 Hobbs believes that what this shows is that Jesus provides is better than that which was available under the Law or 

under the Jewish system of religion. 
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