
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          from the Joint Boards 

     This is an update on obtaining a pastor for our 

church. The Joint Board met with David Guthrie, 

President of the PEC on April 28, 2019. At that 

meeting, after his presentation and questions from 

the board, the board chose to have a Transitional 

(Intentional Interim) Pastor for our church, which 

David said would take approximately two months 

to obtain. Later, David advised that there was no 

Transitional Pastor available for Ardmore. Being 

that nothing was happening, Betty Paschall and 

Clive Goodson met with David on July 9, 2019 to 

get an update on the pastor situation. At the 

meeting, David advised there were no Transitional 

Pastors available and that the Moravian Church has 

three Transitional Pastors; two are in service now 

and will not be available until at least the middle of 

September. The other one is on sick leave and the 

PEC is in a waiting period. It takes a Transitional 

Pastor a minimum of 12 months to perform his/her 

program. So this means it would be a minimum of 

14 months to even get to the point of being able to 

call a pastor. The Board met on July 21st and 

determined that we do not have 14+ months to 

wait and decided to inform the PEC that Ardmore 

no longer wants to call a Transitional Pastor. It is 

now our plan to proceed with furnishing the PEC 

with an amended profile from our previous one 

when Chaz Snider was called so they can begin 

providing us names of pastors for us to consider 

calling as our pastor. David stated that an amended 

profile might be approved by the PEC. The Board 

agreed that it would be open to consider the 

names of pastors from any Christian denomination. 

Please keep the Joint Board in your prayers 

concerning this matter. If you have any questions 

concerning this matter, ask one of the board 

members.  

     Previously, the Joint Board passed a motion that 

Ardmore Moravian Church renounce Resolution 14, 

that we believe the Bible is the inerrant Word of 

God, and that the Word of God provides that 

sexual activity between homosexuals is a sin. This 

was passed by a majority vote of 75% by the Joint 

Board and was presented to Church Council, which 

approved the motion by an 83% majority vote. A 

letter was mailed to the PEC. David Guthrie said 

that it was received, read, and no response or 

action was necessary by the PEC. He further said 

that this would have no effect on the PEC in 

Ardmore’s effort to obtain a pastor. 
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BOARD OF ELDERS NEWS 

This is to inform the congregation that Betsy 

Annese has stepped down from the Board of Elders 

and her position as Vice Chair.  We thank Betsy for 

her service over the past year and a half.  When 

you see her around the church, be sure to give her 

your thanks. 

Clive Goodson has been appointed to carry out her 

term as Vice Chair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER SCHEDULES 
 

The choir is meeting every other week during the 
summer months. This month’s rehearsals are:   
August 7 & 21 
 

The Men’s Breakfast is postponed during the 
summer, but will resume on September 1st . 

 

 

WATER LEAK 

The water leak in the kitchen has been repaired. 

The kitchen will be back in operation soon.  

 

 

Mission House 
 

We look forward to having Michael Tesh with Ray 
of Hope Ministry stay at the Mission House in 
August. 

 

TRUSTEE NEWS 

The Board of Trustees sent the PEC a letter asking 

for reduction or relief from our monthly monetary 

required payment to the Moravian Church. The 

chief financial officer contacted the Trustees on 

July 26 stating the PEC has received our letter and 

will consider our request. Due to a backlog of other 

Moravian churches asking for relief, the committee 

set up to investigate relief will not be able to meet 

with our joint boards until September or October. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any gently used holiday decorations, clothing, 

jewelry, aprons, etc. for July 4th, Autumn, Halloween, 

Thanksgiving, Christmas, Winter, Valentine’s Day, St. 

Patrick’s Day, Easter, Spring, or Summer that you would 

like to donate please contact Beth K. Mabe 

at mailaboo@bellsouth.net 
 

This is a project of AMC Women’s Fellowship Circle #5 

with all proceeds going to the Church’s General Fund. The 

sale will be in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, September 

21 from 2:00-5:00 PM.  

 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS WHO LOVE HOLIDAYS! 

 

 

 

 Upcoming Guest Speakers      

    08-11 Sandra Thigpen 
     08-18 Bob Shackleford 
     08-25 Jamie Johnson 
     09-01 Daniel Dockery 
     09-08 Bob Shackleford 
     09-15 Bill Shields 

 

Holiday Décor Sale                
September 21st 

 

mailto:mailaboo@bellsouth.net


Church Yard Sale Report 

Circle #4 members wish to thank everyone (over 40 
of you) who donated items to sell at the yard sale 
and many of you came back and purchased items.  
As of July 28th, we have collected $3,529 for the 
General Operating Fund.  A few items are still at a 
consignment store. “Left-over-items” were 
distributed to the following agencies:  Sunnyside 
Ministry, Ardmore Methodist Church Clothes 
Closet, Habitat for Humanity, Rescue Mission, 
Salvation Army, GreeNest, Exodus Home Ministry 
(similar to GreeNest), Cricket’s Nest (for senior 
crafters to use), and Goodwill.  Several items were 
sold to Play It Again Sports.  In addition, a number 
of items are being saved to sell at the Season of 
Décor Sale in September and the Candle Tea in 
December.  Again, thanks to all for helping 
generate financial funds for Ardmore and to help 
the various ministries. 
 

 
PLAN AHEAD – for the Candle Tea 

 
The 2019 Candle Tea will be held December 4th – 
December 6th. Teachers are already calling to 
schedule children.  Last year we had 699 children 
and 221 adults to sign our Guest Book. 
 
The Candle Tea is Ardmore Moravian Church’s 
Christmas gift to the community. No admission fee 
is charged.  Bake sales, craft sales, and donations 
help the Tea to not be a financial burden on the 
Church.  Volunteers will be needed as greeters, 
tour guides, speakers, craftsmen, musicians and 
refreshment servers.  Help will be needed all three 
days from 9:00 AM until about 2:00 PM and also 
Thursday evening from 5:00 PM until about 9:00 
PM.  This is truly a way to demonstrate the love of 
Christ through deeds and actions.   
 
Mark your calendars now – DECEMBER 4th, 
DECEMBER 5th, and DECEMBER 6th.  For those of 
you who work, save some vacation days - You 
won’t be disappointed as you watch the faces of 
children as they enjoy the Christmas sights, sounds, 
and smells.  They hear about Jesus, and how our 
Moravian symbols remind us of Him.   

NOTES OF THANKS 
 

     Ardmore Family, 

        We have certainly appreciated all 

             the calls, cards, visits, and concerns 

             since Ed’s recent accident. He is 

               improving a little each day. It will just 

      take time to heal. Thank you for 

      keeping us in your prayers. 

          Ed & Barbara Blazer 

************************************************* 
 
                                                                                                                                      
 
 

                                                                                                                                  Al Ray  

Dear Friends,  

Thanks to all who made this [95th Anniversary] celebration 

happen – the congregation was overflowing with living saints and 

with all those who have gone on before… 

I saw Al Haworth on the front row, Elmer Stelter up front, 

Harry and Frances Collins in the balcony, heard Jerry Johnson 

playing (loudly) on the organ, and Betty Cook in the choir.  

Congratulations for such an amazing event! 

Sincerely, 

Al Ray 
                                                                         

************************************************* 

Dear Brothers & Sisters at Ardmore Moravian, 

We are so very grateful for your generous hospitality 

in opening this mission house to our family. We had a 

lovely season here, reconnecting with family and 

supporters and preparing for the next season of our 

ministry. We thank God for you. May He bless you 

abundantly! 

Love in Christ, 

Jordan & Ryan Kopke 

 



 

 
 

 
 

Women’s Fellowship News 
Blessing Box 

 
The Blessing Box has proven to be a much-needed 
ministry in our community since its installation in 
October. The Women’s Fellowship will refill the box 
on Wednesdays and Sundays, but anyone may put 
food in or take items at any time. It is a true 
blessing to the people who take from it, as well as 
those who fill it. Our hope is that it will continue to 
bless our neighbors and inspire other churches to 
provide similar service to those who need it. 
 
 

 

Sanctuary flowers may be given in 

honor or in memory of someone. 

Please contact Pat Nelson to 

schedule a date to give flowers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Father’s Day 2019 

     

       

                                                           

      

 

          

 

 
         

                 Joyce Leonard & Janice Irwin 

         

 

 
 

                                           Guest Speaker: Donna Hurt 

 

 

On Father’s Day, June 16, 2019, the men of Ardmore Moravian Church were treated to 
breakfast, which was cooked and served by women of the church. 
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ARDMORE MORAVIAN CHURCH 95TH ANNIVERSARY 
JUNE 23, 2019 

 

Bishop Sam Gray was the guest speaker at the worship service. Members and guests gathered in 
Fellowship Hall after the service to enjoy a barbecue lunch with all the trimmings provided by Chris 
Ebert and son, Martin, who were assisted by Lena Pontillo-Gwyn.  
 
Anniversary dessert cakes and the Golden Anniversary theme decorations were provided by Beth 
Kiger Mabe. Beth would like to thank Betsy Annese, Carol Bowles, Rene Collins, and Janice Irwin for 
their help in decorating the tables, and David and Rick Peery for setting up the tables and for the 
sound system.  
 
After the delicious meal, entertainment was provided by members of Women’s Fellowship Circle #3 
(led by JoAnn Goodson) who performed a cute skit; Al Ray on folk guitar with Beth Kiger Mabe, sang 
two Laurel Ridge Camp songs they’d performed in the 70’s at the 50th Church Anniversary; Ivey-Ann 
Cranford Martin played a hymn on piano; David Kessler comically strummed dueling guitars; Catie 
Irwin did an impressive Irish Dance; The Obenchain Sisters (Debbie Jarrett, Pam McFadden, and 
Trisha Pruitt) sang two harmonious selections to end the program. Many thanks to Clive Goodson for 
being the delightful emcee, and to the above participants for sharing their talents! 
 
The 95th Anniversary Planning Committee, Betsy Annese and Beth Kiger Mabe, appreciated the 
diligence of Peggy Crouse and Nancy Crouse in their research for current addresses of past church 
members and ministers.  
     
 

    
 



 

    
  Jeff Ingram & Martin Ebert              Lena Pontillo-Gwyn and Chris Ebert 

 

    
 

 

    
 

 

   
         Clive Goodson, MC                    Women’s Fellowship Circle #3 

 

 



      
         Diane Gannaway & JoAnn Goodson            Beth Kiger Mabe & Al Ray 

 

    
               Ivey-Ann Cranford Martin                    David Kessler 

 

    
                             Catie Irwin                The Obenchain Sisters 
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Newsletter Submission Guidelines  
If you would like to include any information in the AMC newsletter, please submit it, by email, to the office by the 15th of the 

month to be included in the next issue. Please make sure your information is “print ready”. Items submitted can be event 

information, announcements, and articles. All items submitted may be reviewed for accuracy and content. 


