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Report from the Board of Elders 
 

January 8 – Ryan Cecil 

January 15 – Rev. Dr. Joel Jenkins 

January 22 – Rev. Dr. Joel Jenkins 

January 29 – Rev. Dr. Joel Jenkins 

February 5 – Roger Roller 

February 12 – Dr. Robert Shackleford, Jr. 

 

 

 

 

Report from the Board of Trustees 
 

The January - December 2022 Financial Report for the General Operating Fund is 

available from the Church Office.   

 
 

 

 

OUTSIDE WOOD PAINTING, KITCHEN CLEANING AND PAINTING, AND WINDOW 

REPLACEMENT:  A special account has been established for special “extra mile” 

donations to help pay for maintenance including the outside woodwork, kitchen 

cleaning and painting, and window replacements. 

There are multiple ways you may donate: 
Offering Plate on Sunday mornings 
US mail 
Drop into the church’s locked mailbox (outside of the office door) 
Online 

    Progress is being made in obtaining estimates for the deep cleaning of the kitchen. 
    Bids have already been accepted for: 
     Painting the kitchen - $ 3,675 
     Painting outside woodwork (excluding windows) - $27,000 
     Scrape, sand, clean, and paint outside wrought iron - $ 1,650 
     Install water line to the cottage - $5,365 
    Even though bids have been accepted, some of the work will not begin before  

spring or summer. 
 

ARDMORE MORAVIAN CHURCH’S WATCHWORD FOR 2023: 
God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live thrugh 
him.  1 John 4:9 
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Report from the Office 
 
 

 

Please pick up your 2023 offering envelopes.  They are located in the 

Lovefeast Kitchen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please contact the church office if you would like to reserve a date in 2023 to 

donate flowers in memory or in honor of someone and indicate if you would 

like a $60 or $80 arrangement, as well as any flower type or color preference. 

(The florist had to increase their rate effective 2023). 

 

Seniors and Friends 
 
Seniors and Friends meets on the third Tuesday of the month.  Mark your 
calendars now to meet –  
January 17th – Mr. Barbecue at 1381 Peter’s Creek Parkway 
February 21st – The Sherwood Restaurant at 3348 Robinhood Road 
March 21st – Mayflower Seafood Restaurant at 850 Peter’s Creek Parkway 

 

 

Men’s Fellowship News  
 
 
Men’s Fellowship will meet at 8:30 AM on Thursday, January 19th at Café Arthurs. 
.          
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Women’s Fellowship News  

 

CIRCLE MEETINGS:  Women’s Fellowship Circles will meet for 

their monthly meetings on Tuesday, January 9th: 
 
Circle # 3 – 10:00 AM  
Circle # 4 – 1:30 PM  
Circle # 5 – 5:30 PM  
 

 
 
 
34 people joined together for breakfast and fellowship on Sunday, 
December 18th. 
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Christmas Eve Lovefeast & Candle Service 
 

We were blessed to have an attendance of 186 at the 2:00 service and 202 at the 5:00 service 

 

      
 

    
 

 

January 2023 Page 5 



 

     

     
 

 

Christmas Eve Fellowship and Meal 
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      DO YOU KNOW?      
 

Last month’s question and answer: 
 Question:  What do you know about the hymn “Morning Star, O Cheering Sight”? 
 Answer:  .  From the book Our Moravian Hymn Heritage by Charles B. Adams, page 122-123) 

“Morning Star, O cheering sight” translated by the Rev. Bennet Harvey Jr., 1829-1894 (1885), 
from “Morgenstern auf finstre Nacht” by Johann Scheffler, 1624-1677 (1657). 
 

Scheffler was born at Breslau in Silesia.  He studied medicine at the University of Strasburg, then 
in Leyden, Holland, finally graduating from Padua, Italy. 
 

While in Holland he became acquainted with the mystical writings of Jacob Bohme which 
influenced  his own thinking. 
 

He became private physician of a duke whose court preacher was a staunch Lutheran who was 
strictly orthodox by his own rules.  When Scheffler desired to have some of his poems published, 
the court preacher refused permission to print them on the ground of their mystical tendencies.  
Scheffler resigned his post and returned to Breslau in 1652. 
 

He became acquainted with some Jesuits, who in that place were earnest students of the mystical 
works of Johannes Tauler, and through them was introduced to the study of the medieval mystics 
of the Roman Catholic Church.  In 1653 he was formally received into the Roman Catholic 
communion. 
 

At an early age he had begun to write poems. His most important hymnological work appeared 
in Breslau in 1657.  His hymns were gladly received by the Lutherans, more indeed than among 
the Roman Catholics.  They were great favorites among the Moravians, particularly after 
Zinzendorf had included 79 of them in one of his books in 1727.  Scheffler held a high place in the 
first rank of German sacred poets, and is much the finest of the Post-Reformation Roman Catholic 
hymn writers in German. 
 
Our English translation of hymn No. 51 was produced by Bennet Harvey, Jr. He prepared a very 
precise translation of the German original. 
 

In our American Moravian hymnals, this hymn has been accompanied by a tune composed by the 
Rev. Francis Florentine Hagen, who was born in Salem, N.C. on October 30, 1815.  Possessing 
musical talent he was playing the pipe organ by the age of 12, and  by maturity he was skillful 
with most musical instruments, the violin being his favorite. 
 
He left Salem in 1829 and entered Nazareth Hall Academy followed by Moravian Theological 
Seminary, then located at Nazareth. 
 

Graduating in 1835, he returned to Salem to teach in the Boys School.  While teaching there he 
composed the tune for “Morning Star” in 1836.      
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He returned to Nazareth Hall to teach in 1837. In 1844 he returned to Wachovia as pastor of 
Bethania, then Friedland, and finally Friedberg while giving music lessons twice a week at the 
Girls Boarding School in Salem.       
 

In 1854 he was called to the pastorate at York, Pa., where he remained until 1861 when he was 
elected to the Northern P.E.C. and moved to Bethlehem. 
 

In 1867 he accepted a call to New Dorp, Staten Island, N.Y., until 1870 when he went into City 
Mission Work in New York City until 1875, when he accepted a call to Harmony, Iowa.  There, in 
1877, an accident occurred resulting in permanent hip injury which compelled his pastoral 
retirement.  He devoted much of the rest of his life to writing music. 
 

Two more injuries sent him to live with his son Ernest, pastor at York, and later, at Lititz.  There 
he died in  his 92nd year, having become the oldest surviving minister of the Moravian Church in 
America.  His tune for “Morning Star” had become so well known that it was sung at his funeral 
even though that was on July 10! For a generation, the Lititz congregation remembered that 
event each Christmas Eve. 
 
 
 

This month’s question: 
Question:  What is the Unity Prayer Watch?   
Ardmore was assigned January 5th from 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM to be responsible for the Unity Prayer 

Watch.  
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People for Whom We Are Praying

Members 

Marie Adams 

Mary Alspaugh 

Amanda Bowles 

Cindy Clore 

Adam Lefevre 

Ruth Long 

Alice Pierce 

Alex Spach 

Frances & Gerald Walker 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Friends  

Nancy Cooke & Joe Lefevre…Chris Lefevre’s family 

Arkon Stewart 

Tricia Raby 

Glynn Boze 

Fay Hamblen 

Jason Clubb 

*Please remember to contact the church office to add or 

remove individuals from the prayer list. 

    

MISSION TRIP TO BELIZE:  Adelia Bullins will be going on a mission trip to Belize February 4-11, 

2023. They will be visiting  local churches and helping to rebuild the buildings at the Baptist  church camp.  The 
camp fell into disrepair during the pandemic when the caretaker passed away due to complications of dialysis.  
 
If you would like to donate to her mission trip you can : 
Send a check to 
First Baptist Church of Marion, NC 
99 N. Main Street 
Marion, NC 28752 
 
Or on the website: 
https://fbcmarion.org/contact/ 
 
Go under online giving and in the item line say for Adelia Belize trip. 
 
Remember to keep Adelia in prayers for a safe and successful mission trip. 
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January Birthdays 

 2 Peggy Crouse 

 6 Marty Butner 

 7  Carol Ann Bowles 

 8 Glenn Mabe 

 9 Kate Walls 

15 Emily MacMillan 

17 Kay Mansfield 

18 Ryan Bethea  

 Anne Thiessen 

19 Lee Ebert 

23 Samuel Woo 

25  Suzahn Ebert 

28 Frances Walker 

31 Joan Rutledge 

 

 

 

 

  February Birthdays   

 3 Hope Bethea 

 Fanchon Funk 

 7 Amelia Taylor 

 8  Vic Eckard 

 Lindsay Ebert Egger 

 9 Meredith Bowles 

13 Dennis Adams 

14  Ric Ebert 

18 Judy Mabe 

19 Ashlyn Staley 

21 Barbara Blazer 

22 Stuart MacMillan  

25 Dana Foster 

28 Dean Rutledge 
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Sunnyside Ministry 
The most needed items in the Food Pantry right now are: 

• Peanut Butter 
• Canned Soup 
• Canned Meat 
• Crackers 
• Bread 
• Cereal 
• Rice 

Food is provided to more than 475 families each month. These are your neighbors, more than 1800 family 
members. So anything you can provide is helpful. Most of the food distributed comes from donors like you.  
 

You can bring by donations Monday -Thursday 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM  Friday 8:00 AM - 12 PM. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FEAST OF LOVE CONCERT 
Sponsored by the  

Mission Society of the 

Moravian Church  

Southern Province 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2023 

3:00 p.m. 

New Philadelphia Moravian Church 
 

You’re invited to a concert featuring Moravian musicians from around the area representing a 

wide variety of musical styles and genres. There will be an international element, a camp 

element (looking forward to Mission Camp!), and traditional and contemporary elements. 
 

The Mission Society will take up an offering for the 10 missionaries the Society supports around 

the world. 
 

If you have any questions, call the Mission Society office at 336-773-1732. 
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Salem Band announces 2023 Winter Concert 
Free concert in Hanes Auditorium 

 
FEBRUARY 19, 2023, Sunday at 3:00 pm in Hanes Auditorium: 

Salem Band will perform its annual Winter Concert on February 19th in Hanes Auditorium. This exciting program 
includes Blaze the Trail by Lisa Galvin, Percy Grainger’s Molly on the Shore, jazz standard Birdland, Ken Burns’ 
documentary music, Ashokan Farewell, and classic wind band compositions by Clifton Williams and John 
Zdechlik. Other works include the fun and unusual Minor Alterations No.2: Carols from the Dark Side; and Cripple 
Creek from the Southern Mountains from the Moravian Music Foundation archives, by NC composer Lamar 
Stringfield. Salem Band’s Guest Artist for this program is local bass-baritone and UNCSA graduate Leonard Rowe, 
who will sing a Mozart aria with the band. This concert is generously supported by a grant from The Arts Council 
of Winston-Salem Forsyth County. FREE in Hanes Auditorium, Elberson Fine Arts Center, on the campus of Salem 
Academy and College.  

 
 
 

    Reflections on 2022 from Executive Director Justin Rabbach 

The end of one year and the beginning of another is a perfect time to look back in reflection and ahead in 
anticipation. As the year ended, we lit the Advent candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, and I gave thanks for 
the many ways in which those things were reflected in our work. 
 

We shared HOPE through the Moravian Disaster Response (MDR) program. Natural disasters take no breaks, 
and the La Mosquitia region of Honduras and Nicaragua was once again hit by a hurricane and tropical storm. 
The BWM has responded to severe flooding of agricultural fields, which destroyed many crops. We are working 
with our partners to distribute emergency food packs and restore safe drinking water. The BWM is also in the 
early stages of providing an agronomist to adapt planting and harvest patterns, as well as constructing food 
storage facilities to prepare for times when crops are impacted by disaster. 
 

We worked to offer PEACE as we responded to the war in Ukraine. Unprecedented donations were received to 
support refugee families. The BWM was able to support renovations on a hotel in the Czech Republic, which 
became housing for refugee families. We provided a full year of salary and benefits for five teachers at a 
Ukrainian school that was forced to relocate due to the violence. Now, families resettling around the world 
continue to experience the welcoming presence of Moravians offering a safe haven, even as the conflict 
continues. 
 

We witnessed JOY at the Moravian Resources Conference we held in Panama for all of our Spanish-speaking 
partners. This inaugural event brought together Moravians who had never met before, but were deeply 
connected by the end of the week together. The group discussed history, theology, financial management, and 
mission planning… all in Spanish! The joy present in the worship services, side conversations, and lasting 
relationships built will strengthen our worldwide Unity! 
 

Finally, we experienced the LOVE of God in so many settings. In this space I want to highlight the work of our 
staff. Rt. Rev. Chris Giesler, Rev. Angelica Regalado Cieza, Rex Knowlton, Sue Adams, and Sylvie Hauser form our 
current staff, with thanks to Rick Nelson, Jill Kolodziej, and Elizabeth Thiele who were also part of our team last 
year. I can’t say enough about the tremendous contributions of these individuals who care deeply about our 
work and always ensure we are not sidetracked by details or challenges. These folks are on a mission! 
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Pray Every Day January 2023 
 

1. You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Pray for Charlie and Vicki Brent in 
Texas. 

2. For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Pray for Anna Faircloth with Young Life Ministry. 
3. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit whom he has given 

us. Pray for Moravians in Honduras. 
4. But where sin increased grace increased call the more. Pray for the Thiessens in Canada. 
5. Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Pray for the Unity Women’s Desk. 
6. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

Pray for the Harrisons with Greek InterVarsity. 
7. We ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the 

redemption of our bodies. Pray for the Board of World Mission.  
8. That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. Pray for Kevin and Charity in the Middle East. 
9. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. Pray for the Hoffmans in HIV/AIDS Ministry. 
10. Do not conform any longer to the patter of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Pray for PEC 

members, bishops and other church leaders. 
11. Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Pray for Adopt A Village in Tanzania. 
12. Do not repay evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. Pray for disaster relief volunteers. 
13. Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Pray for Phil and Eunice Raiford in Mexico.  
14. For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. Pray for the Clinica Evangelica 

Morava in Ahuas.  
15. For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. Pray for the Rajpur Foster Child Project. 
16. Love is patient, love is kind. Pray for Moravians in Labrador. 
17. The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Pray for seminarians and candidates for ordination.  
18. Always give yourselves full to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. Pray for Joey 

Yokeley with Fellowship of Christian Athletes.   
19. Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong. Do everything in love. Pray for short term mission 

teams.  
20. Therefore do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. Pray 

for Aaron and Amy Linville in Canada.  
21. Therefore if anyone is in Christ; he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! Pray for children’s and youth 

ministries.  
22. You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you 

through his poverty might become rich. Pray for Brian and Heather Marx with Mission Aviation Fellowship. 
23. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of 

thanks to God. Pray for Annie B Missions and Star Mountain. 
24. Let him who boasts boast in the Lord. Pray for Alan and DeeDee Iobst in France.  
25. My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. Pray for Steve and Ann Marx with Mission 

Aviation Fellowship. 
26. I no longer live but Christ lives in me. Pray for the Sineaths in Campus Outreach. 
27. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. Pray for the Teshes in Kenya 

and Ray of Hope. 
28. Let us not become weary in doing good. Pray for Moravians in Nicaragua. 
29. For we are God’s workmanship, created in him to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Pray for 

Moravians in Cuba and the Armando Rusindo Foundation. 
30. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Pray for Safiatu Braima and Sierra Leone.  
31. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. Pray for Michael and Brenda Brent in Croatia. 
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Newsletter Submission Guidelines  

If you would like to include any information in the AMC newsletter, please submit it, by email, to the office by the 

15th of the month to be included in the next issue. Please make sure your information is “print ready.” Items 

submitted can be event information, announcements, and articles. All items submitted may be reviewed for 

accuracy and content. 
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