
 

LESSON   SEVEN:   The   power   of   Generosity 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   -   7:30PM 
 

BEGIN   LESSON   -   7:33PM 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome   to   the   seventh   lesson   in   our   Home   Group   series    The   Heart   of   the   Matter:   Overcoming 
Destructive   Emotions. 

● During   this   series,   we’re   taking   a   good,   long   look   at   our   hearts   under   the   light   of   God’s 
truth.  

● And   we’re   getting   some   powerful   insights   that   will   help   us   identify   and   overcome   some 
of   the   most   common   spiritual   “heart   conditions”   we   all   face. 

 
Leader   Note:   Remember   that   the   goal   of   Home   Groups   is   great   discussion!      Getting   through   all 
the   material   is   not   a   necessity.      Great   discussion   is!  
  

ICEBREAKER 
Can   you   think   of   a   time   that   you   were   really   moved   by   someone   else’s   generosity? 

 
SECTION   ONE 
Earlier   in   our   series,   we   learned   that   each   of   the   four   enemies   of   the   heart   can   be   defined   as   a 
type   of   debt.      Greed   says,   “I   owe   me.”      And   the   cure   for   this   spiritual   sickness   is    generosity. 
 
Jesus   had   some   blunt   things   to   say   about   greed.      In   Luke   12:15,   He   said,   “Beware!   Guard 
against   every   kind   of   greed.   Life   is   not   measured   by   how   much   you   own."      From   here,   He 
launches   into   a   parable   about   a   wealthy   landowner   whose   property   yielded   a   much   larger 
crop   than   he   expected   or   needed. 
 

 



His   good   fortune   le�   him   with   a   dilemma.      He   has   no   place   to   store   this   bountiful   harvest.      He 
thinks,   “ What   shall   I   do?      I   have   no   place   to   store   my   crops.”       “Store”   is   farmer   talk   for   “save.” 
What   he’s   looking   for   is   a   place   to   “hoard”   his   reserves.      In   this   man’s   opinion,   he’s   “earned” 
the   extra   that   has   come   his   way.      It’s   rightfully   his,   and   he   deserves   every   bit   of   it.      He   never 
even   considers   the   notion   that   God   had   anything   to   do   with   it.      And   it   never   crosses   his   mind 
that   this   bonus   might   be   intended   to   bless   someone    other   than    himself.   
 
Clearly,   God   has   provided   this   guy   with   extra.      The   question   he    should    be   asking   is,   “Lord, 
what   do    You    want   me   to   do   with   the   extra?”      But   before   we   all   gang   up   on   this   farmer,   let’s 
consider   ourselves.      What’s   our   reaction   when   we   come   into   something   “extra.”      For   most   of 
us,   it   goes   something   like   this…    “Lucky   me!      I’ll   put   that   away   for   later.      I’ve   got   plenty   of 
things   I   can   do   with   it.      A�er   all,   I   earned   it…   therefore,   I   deserve   it.      So,   I’ll   store   it   and   then 
spend   it.”       Which   is   exactly   what   the   landowner   decides   to   do. 
 
“This   is   what   I’ll   do.   I   will   tear   down   my   barns   and   build   bigger   ones,   and   there   I   will   store   my 
surplus   grain.   And   I’ll   say   to   myself,   ‘You   have   plenty   of   grain   laid   up   for   many   years.   Take   life 
easy;   eat,   drink   and   be   merry.’   ”   (Luke   12:18–19) 
 
Keep   in   mind   that   you   don’t   actually   need   to    have    extra    to   be   greedy.      As   long   as   you   plan   to 
spend   whatever   comes   your   way   on   yourself,   you’re   a   candidate.      This   farmer   didn’t   develop 
a   “ me   first    and    me   only ”   attitude   overnight.      His   heart   had   been   headed   in   that   direction   for   a 
long   time.      His   unexpected   blessing   didn’t    create     his   greed…   it   simply   exposed   a   mindset 
that   was   already   there.      Most   of   the   time,   the   situations   we   go   through   don’t    create    heart 
issues…   they   simply   shine   a   light   on   problems   that   have   been   in   place   for   a   long   time.  
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

The   wealthy   farmer   from   the   parable   probably   knew   many   people   in   need   that   could   have 
benefitted   from   the   surplus   he   stored   away   for   himself. 

● What   are   some   things   he   might   have   said   to   justify   his   decision   to   keep   it   all   for 
himself? 

● Have   you   ever   been   through   a   situation   that   exposed   a   heart   issue   that   was   already 
there? 

 

SECTION   TWO 
A�er   declaring   his   intention   to   build   bigger   barns,   the   landowner   in   the   parable   offers   an 
explanation   as   to   why   he’s   chosen   this   course   of   action.      Keep   in   mind   that   greed   is   always 
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looking   for   something   “good”   to   hide   behind.      This   man   had   decided   to   store   his   stuff   to 
secure   his   future.      Now,   he’ll   have   all   that   he   needs   for   “many   years”   to   come.   
 
Here’s   the   problem   with   his   theory:   He   assumed   that   his   abundance   of   stuff   assured   him   an 
abundance   of   time.      But   the   two   don’t   have   anything   in   common.      Just   as   he   overlooked   the 
God-factor   when   deciding   what   to   do   with   his   stuff,   he   overlooked   the   God-factor   when 
thinking   about   how   many   years   he   had   le�.   
 
A�er   he   gets   off   the   phone   with   the   barn-renovation   experts,   he   receives   some   bad   news.      He 
will   run   out   of   time   long   before   he   runs   out   of   stuff. 
 
God   said   to   him,   “You   fool!   This   very   night   your   life   will   be   demanded   from   you.   Then   who   will 
get   what   you   have   prepared   for   yourself?”   (Luke   12:20) 
 
The   answer   to   this   question   should   be   obvious:   someone   else.      In   the   end,   all   of   his 
possessions   will   be   distributed   to   others.      Not   because   he’s   generous…   but   because   he’s 
dead.      To   assume   that   everything   that   comes   our   way   is   for   us   is   shortsighted   and   foolish.      It’s 
not   a   matter   of    if    somebody   else   will   get   our   stuff…   it’s   just   a   matter   of    when    and    how .      Either 
we’ll   give   it   away   while   we   still   have   time,   or   it   will   be   taken   away   when   time   runs   out. 
 
Jesus   closes   his   parable   with   a   stern   warning:    This   is   how   it   will   be   with   whoever   stores   up 
things   for   themselves   but   is   not   rich   toward   God.   (Luke   12:21) 
 
The   landowner   suffered   a   total   reversal   of   fortune   at   death:   He   lost   everything   in   this   life   and 
had   nothing   to   show   for   it   in   the   next.   He   was   rich   in   this   world   but   poor   toward   God   because 
everything   that   came   his   way   was   used   for   his   private   consumption. 
 
In   the   words   of   Jesus,   he   was   a   fool.   A   fool   that   most   of   us   would   have   envied   had   we   known 
him.   A   fool   that   many   of   us   have   a   tendency   to   emulate,   but   a   fool   just   the   same.   The 
landowner   was   foolish   enough   to   believe   that   an   abundance   of   stuff   meant   an   abundance   of 
time.   He   was   a   fool   to   assume   that   his   good   fortune   was   the   direct   result   of   his   hard   work.   He 
was   a   fool   not   to   give   to   the   less   fortunate   from   his   abundance,   knowing   that   the   day   would 
come   when   everything   would   be   taken   from   him,   including   any   further   opportunity   to   be 
generous.   
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DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

Leader   Note:   Read   the   following   statement   from   Section   2: 
“The   landowner   assumed   that   an   abundance   of   stuff   meant   an   abundance   of   time,   but   the 
two   have   nothing   in   common.      He   would   run   out   of   time   long   before   he   ran   out   of   stuff.” 

● Do   you   think   people   still   make   this   mistake   today?      What   are   some   consequences   that 
happen   as   a   result? 

● Can   you   think   of   a   time   when   you   gave   generously   to   someone   in   need?      In   what   ways 
did   your   act   of   generosity   bless   you? 

● What   are   some   things   that   greedy   people   miss   out   on   in   life? 
 

SECTION   THREE 
Here’s   a   question   we   all   need   to   ask   ourselves   more   o�en.       Why   do   I   have   so   much?       Few   of   us 
have   as   much   as   we    want    to,   and   that’s   the   reason   we   don’t   o�en   ask   the   question.      We   also 
have   a   consumer-driven   culture   that   is   very   skilled   at   keeping   us   focused   on   what   we    don’t 
have.      But   for   just   a   moment,   let’s   move   away   from   thinking   about   what   we    want    to   have   and 
think   about   what   we    actually    have.      There’s   a   good   chance   that   it’s   more   than   many   people 
in   the   world   possess.      It   might   be   a   lot   more   than   what   our   parents   possessed   at   our   age. 
 
We   don’t   hesitate   to   ask   question   God   about   our   lack.      We   don’t   hesitate   to   go   to   Him   when 
we’re   in   need.      But   we’re   not   nearly   as   quick   to   question   Him   about   our   surplus.      We   don’t 
tend   to   ask   “why”   when   we   have   more   than   enough. 
 
Let’s   list   some   possibilities   just   for   fun.      Maybe   we   have   more   than   enough   to   ensure   that   our 
children   have   everything   they   need.      Is   that   why   God   provided   extra?      Probably   not.      Giving 
people   a   lot   of   money   they   didn’t   earn   doesn’t   generally   set   them   up   well   for   success   later   in 
life. 
 
Maybe   God   provided   an   abundance   so   we   won’t   worry.      Maybe   He   wants   us   to   lean   on   our 
stuff   for   security.      Nope,   that’s   probably   not   it   either.      Generally   speaking,   the   more   a   person 
has…   the   more   they   worry   about   what   they   don’t   have. 
 
Maybe   He’s   provided   us   with   extra   to   elevate   our   standard   of   living…   so   we   can   get   that 
bigger,   better,   fancier   “whatever   it   is.”      Most   of   us   tend   to   make   sure   that   our   standard   of 
living   keeps   pace   with   our   pay   checks.      Thanks   to   credit   cards,   we   can   even   own   things   we 
can’t    really   afford.      We’ve   gone   so   far   in   that   direction   that   many   people   in   our   society   are 
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very   confused   about   the   difference   between   a   “luxury”   and   a      “necessity.”      That’s   probably 
not   what   God   had   in   mind   when   He   handed   out   the   “extra.” 
 
The   answer   is   pretty   obvious,   but   let’s   consider   one   more   thing   before   we   get   there.      Imagine 
seeing   the   world   from   God’s   point   of   view.      Imagine   seeing   everybody   in   the   world   who   has 
extra…   along   with   everybody   in   the   world   who   doesn’t   have   near   enough.      You’d   probably 
say   something.      You’d   probably   start   telling   people   to   share.      God   certainly   did.      He   said   it 
again   and   again   throughout   His   Word   in   different   ways.      If   God   has   blessed   us   with   more   than 
we   need,   it’s   so   that   we   can   share   with   others   who   have   needs. 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● Do   you   think   that   many   people   confuse   “luxuries”   with   “necessities”?   How   does   that 
cause   problems   for   us? 

● Do   you   think   that   many   believers   are   guilty   of   failing   to   go   to   God   and   ask   why   they’ve 
been   blessed   with   so   much?      If   so,   why? 

● According   to   our   society,   at   what   point   does   someone   become   “rich”? 
○ How   do   you   think   people   living   in   poverty   in   third   world   countries   would   answer 

that   question?    Leader   Note:   You   might   add   that,   “...over   one   third   of   the   world’s 
population   lives   on   less   than   $2   a   day.”   ~BBC   News 

○ Do   we   have   a   problem   understanding   how   wealthy   we   really   are?      How   does   that 
add   to   our   problem   with   giving? 

 

SECTION   FOUR 
It’s   generous   giving   that   breaks   the   power   of   greed   in   a   person’s   life.      We’ve   got   to   give   to   the 
point   that   it   forces   us   to   adjust   our   lifestyle.      If   we’re   consuming   (or   saving)   to   the   point   of 
having   little   or   nothing   le�   over   to   give,   according   to   Jesus…   we’re   greedy.   
 
Greed   can   find   many   ways   to   justify   itself…   including   our   feelings.      We   might   feel   compassion 
every   time   we   see   someone   in   need.      In   our   hearts,   we   really   want   to   help.      But   because   we’re 
afraid   we   won’t   have   enough,   we   don’t.      Are   we   still   greedy   even   when   we   feel   bad   for   others 
in   need?      Yes.      Because   greed   is   not   a   feeling;   it’s   a   refusal   to   act. 
 
It   is   very   possible   to   feel   compassion   towards   needy   people   and   be   as   greedy   as   Scrooge. 
Greed   is   evidenced   by   what   we   do…   not   by   how   we   feel.      Generous   feelings   and   good 
intentions   don’t   compensate   for   a   greedy   heart;      in   fact,   good   intentions   and   greed   can   (and 
do)   coexist   in   many   people. 
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Just   as   we   can’t   wait   to   get   in   shape   before   we   start   exercising,   we   can’t   want   to   give   until   our 
fear   of   giving   is   gone.      Don’t   want   until   God   changes   your   heart   to   begin   giving.      Start   today. 
As   your   heart   changes,   your   attitudes   and   feelings   will   follow.      God   loves   a   cheerful   giver,   but 
He’ll   put   your   money   to   good   use   whether   you’re   cheerful   or   not.      Here’s   some   great   advice: 
give   until   you    get    cheerful. 
 
Giving   away   10%   of   our   income   as   soon   as   we   get   it   is   a   great   way   to   make   sure   that   God’s 
kingdom   is   funded   ahead   of   our   own.      It’s   called   tithing,   and   it   accomplishes   two   powerful 
purposes   at   once.      It   supports   the   work   of   the   Kingdom,   and   it   breaks   the   power   of   greed. 
 
Percentage   based   giving   is   a   great   place   to   start,   but   God   also   wants   us   to   be   spontaneous 
givers   as   well.      When   we   see   a   need…   we   should   give.      Isn’t   that   what   we   expect   God   to   do   for 
us?      So,   why   not   make   the   first   move?      If   we’ve   got   extra,   and   somebody   else   doesn’t   have 
anything…   we   should   give.      That’s   what   our   extra   is   there   for.   
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● Why   isn’t   it   enough   to   give   from   our   “le�overs?”      Why   do   we   need   to   give   until   it   “forces 
us   to   adjust   our   lifestyles”   to   break   the   power   of   greed? 

● How   can   greed   and   good   intentions   coexist   in   a   person?   
● What   are   some   of   the   blessings   believers   experience   when   they   commit   to   consistent 

tithing? 
 

ENDING   COMMENTS 
If   we   make   generous   giving   a   habit,   the   day   will   come   when   we   receive   an   unexpected 
windfall   and   think,    “Who   can   I   help?      What   kingdom   endeavor   can   I   fund?”       In   that   moment, 
we’ll   know   that   greed   has   lost   its   grip   on   our   hearts. 
 

CLOSING   PRAYER 
 

DISMISS   -   8:30PM 
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