
 

LESSON   FOUR:   GREED   -   I   OWE   ME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   -   7:30PM 
 

BEGIN   LESSON   -   7:33PM 
 

WELCOME 
Welcome   to   the   fourth   lesson   in   our   Home   Group   series    The   Heart   of   the   Matter:   Overcoming 
Destructive   Emotions. 

● During   this   series,   we’re   taking   a   good,   long   look   at   our   hearts   under   the   light   of   God’s 
truth.  

● And   we’re   getting   some   powerful   insights   that   will   help   us   identify   and   overcome   some 
of   the   most   common   spiritual   “heart   conditions”   we   all   face. 

 
Leader   Note:   Remember   that   the   goal   of   Home   Groups   is   great   discussion!      Getting   through   all 
the   material   is   not   a   necessity.      Great   discussion   is!  
  

ICEBREAKER 
Can   you   think   of   a   meal   or   a   dessert   that   you’d   absolutely   refuse   to   share?   
 
Leader   Note:   A�er   group   members   have   shared: 
 
Let’s   face   it!      There   are   times   when   we   don’t   want   to   share.      And   unfortunately,   those   times 
aren’t   just   limited   to   food....      Tonight,   we’ll   be   talking   about   greed. 
 

SECTION   ONE 
In   our   last   two   lessons,   we’ve   been   introduced   to   two   of   four   debts   of   the   heart   that   have   the 
potential   to   do   serious   damage   to   our   relationship   with   God   and   others   if   le�   unaddressed. 

● Guilt   says,   “I   owe   you.” 
● Anger   says,   “You   owe   me.” 

 



● The   third   enemy   of   the   heart   that   we’ll   be   discussing   tonight   is   greed.      It   says,   “ I    owe 
me.” 

 
Greedy   people   believe   that   they   deserve   every   good   thing   that   comes   their   way…   along   with 
every   good   thing   that   could    ever    possibly   come   their   way.      Their   mantra   is,   “What’s   mine   is 
mine   because   I’ve   earned   it   -   and   I’ve   got   a   lot   more   coming.”      It’s   very   hard   to   get   a   greedy 
person   to   part   with   money   or   stuff.      Why?      Because   it’s   theirs.      And   they’re   scared. 
 
Like   the   angry   person,   greedy   people   usually   have   a   story   to   tell   that   explains   their   bent 
towards   greed.      For   example,   being   raised   in   a   home   with   little   or   no   financial   support   might 
explain   why   some   people   tend   to   hold   tight   to   whatever   finances   come   their   way.      Similarly, 
it’s   easy   to   understand   why   people   who   once   lost   everything   would   cling   to   what   they   have 
now. 
 
But   greed   is   a   different   breed   than   the   other   two   enemies   of   the   heart   we’ve   covered.      It 
disguises   itself.      Most   of   us   have   dealt   with   anger   or   guilt…   at   least   occasionally…   and   we 
generally   don’t   have   problems   seeing   and   admitting   it.      But   how   many   people   have   you   ever 
known   that   would   look   you   in   the   eye   and   confess   that   they   struggle   with   an   overwhelming 
desire   to   have   more…   spend   more…   and   get   more.   
 
We   want   bigger   homes,   better   cars,   fancier   clothes,   newer   appliances,   upgraded   phones   and 
the   latest   in…   well…   everything!      Not   only   do   we   want   it…    we   deserve   it,   right?       We   know 
that   greed   is   one   of   the   biggest   problems   we   face   as   a   society…   but   who   willingly   owns   up   to 
the   fact   that   they   wrestle   with   greed?      Few…   if   any. 

 
DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● What   kind   of   things   in   our   society   fuel   the   idea   that   we’re   owed   the   best   of 
everything…   all   the   time? 

● As   with   anger,   greedy   people   usually   have   a   story   to   tell   that   seems   to   explain   and 
justify   their   tendency   towards   greed.      What   are   some   things   that   can   happen   in   a 
person’s   past   that   open   the   door   to   greed? 

 

SECTION   TWO 
We   have   different   (and   more   socially   acceptable)   ways   to   talk   about   greed   that   allow   us   to 
hide   it.      And   even   encourage   it. 
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Greed   tends   to   hide   behind   virtues   that   are   highly   sought   a�er   in   our   society.      Greedy   people 
are   savers,   and   saving   is   a   great   thing…   until   greed   gets   involved.      Greedy   people   are   o�en 
planners,   and   planning   is   a   great   thing…   unless   it’s   a   hiding   place   for   greed.      Greedy   people 
want   to   make   sure   their   financial   future   is   secure…   which   is   smart…   unless   it   gets   in   your 
way   (and   under   your   skin)   every   time   someone   mentions   giving.      Greedy   people   o�en 
present   themselves   as   “just   being   careful”   when   it   comes   to   finances,   but   they’re   o�en   not 
very   “careful”   when   it   comes   to   obeying   God’s   Word   concerning   giving. 
 
Greed   is   difficult   to   spot   in   the   mirror,   but   it   isn’t   hard   at   all   to   see   it   in   the   people   around   us. 
In   fact,   we   can   identify   it   almost   instantly   in   someone   else. 
 
Greedy   people: 

● Talk   a   lot   and   worry   a   lot   about   money. 
● They’re   not   cheerful   givers. 
● They’re   reluctant   to   share. 
● They   argue   over   small   amounts   of   money. 
● They   always   talk   as   if   they   have   just   enough   to   get   by. 
● They’re   reluctant   to   express   gratitude. 
● They   aren’t   content   with   what   they   have. 
● And   they   attempt   to   control   people   with   their   money. 

 
Greed   knows   no   boundaries   in   terms   of   wealth…   or   lack   of   it.      They   are   greedy   poor   people 
and   greedy   rich   people.      That’s   because   greed   isn’t   a   financial   issue…   it’s   a   heart   issue. 
Financial   gain   doesn’t   make   greedy   people   less   greedy.   In   fact,   financial   gain   or   loss   doesn’t 
change   anything…   because   greed   emanates   from   the   heart.  
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 
● Why   is   it   so   difficult   for   us   to   see   and   acknowledge   greed   in   our   own   hearts? 
● Can   you   think   of   other   ways   that   people   hide   or   excuse   their   greed? 
● What   can   our   attitude   about   giving   tell   us   about   our   battle   with   greed? 

 
 
SECTION   THREE 
Here   are   some   difficult   questions   all   of   us   should   consider   when   trying   to   determine   whether 
greed   has   gained   a   foothold   in   our   hearts: 

● Is   it   hard   for   us   to   give   away   money?   
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● Are   we   quick   to   make   excuses   when   it’s   time   to   give?   
● Do   we   ask   questions   intended   to   make   us   look   like   careful   stewards   when   in   fact,   we’re 

looking   for   an   excuse   not   to   give?   
● When   we   do   give,   do   we   always   feel   like   someone   owes   us   something   in   return?   
● Are   there   always   strings   attached   to   any   gi�   we   give? 

 
If   greed   is   an   issue   in   our   lives,   our   families   and   and   those   close   to   us   definitely   feel   the 
effects.      They   know   that   they’re   competing   with   our   stuff…   and   at   times,   they   feel   like   the 
stuff   wins.      They   may   feel   like   they   have   to   beg   for   whatever   they   get   out   of   us   in   terms   of 
finances.      And   they   hate   bringing   up   the   subject   because   they   instantly   feel   the   strings   that 
are   attached   to   our   wallets. 
 
Consider   this   warning   issued   by   Jesus   Himself:   “Watch   out!      Be   on   your   guard   against   all 
kinds   of   greed;   life   does   not   consist   in   an   abundance   of   possessions.”   (Luke   12:15) 
 
For   the   greedy   person,   stuff   equals   life.      They’ve   bought   into   the   lie   that,   “My   stuff    is    my   life.” 
It’s   easiest   to   see   this   in   someone   by   their   reaction   anytime   that   someone   tampers   with,   asks 
for   or   damages   what   belongs   to   them.      Their   stuff   is   an   extension   of   who   they   are,   and   it’s 
personally   threatening   to   them   when   it’s   messed   with   in   any   way.      If   unaddressed,   greed   will 
always   lead   us   into   placing   more   value   on   possessions   than   people.      We’ll   care   more   about 
stuff   than   souls…   and   we’ll   focus   more   on   building   our   kingdom   than   God’s   kingdom.  
 
Why   did   Jesus   warn   us   to   be   “on   our   guard”   against   greed?      Because   out   of   the   four   heart 
conditions   we’ll   discuss,   greed   is   the   most   subtle   of   all.         It’s   hard   to   detect…   and   even   harder 
to   own   up   to.      Like   the   others,   this   enemy   of   the   heart   moves   in   gradually   and   steadily 
increases   its   hold   on   us   across   time.   
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● What   are   some   reasons   people   don’t   like   bringing   up   money   around   greedy   people? 
● How   does   greed   impact: 

○ Our   attitudes? 
○ Our   relationship   with   friends   and   family? 
○ Our   relationship   with   God? 

● Can   you   think   of   a   time   God   dealt   with   you   about   greed?  
 

SECTION   FOUR 
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The   driving   force   behind   greed   is   fear.      That   fear   comes   in   the   form   of   an   endless   supply   of 
“what   if’s.”  
 

● What   if   there’s   not   enough? 
● What   if   I   don’t   get   my   fair   share? 
● What   if   he/she   has   more? 
● What   if   the   economy   collapses? 
● What   if   what   _______   gets   damaged?   (fill   in   the   blank   with   whatever   they   just 

purchased…) 
● What   if   I   need   more   than   what   I’ve   got? 
● And   the   list   goes   on. 

 
People   with   greed   lodged   in   their   hearts   are   afraid   that   God   either   can’t   or   won’t   take   care   of 
them.      More   to   the   point,   they’re   afraid   that   God   won’t   take   care   of   them   the   way    they   want 
to   be   taken   care   of .      A�er   all,   He   might   not   give   them   everything   they’re   sure   they   deserve. 
So,   they   do   their   best   to   get   it   themselves…   and   they   continue   to   hope   that   the   security   and 
satisfaction   they’re   looking   for   is   in   the   next   big   purchase   they’re   planning.   
 
Therein   lies   the   problem:   There’s   never   enough.      Greedy   people   can   never   have   enough   to 
satisfy   their   need   to   feel   secure.      There’s   always   another   “what   if”   that   drives   them   to   acquire 
more.      Their   appetite   for   stuff   never   diminishes.      So   they   never   feel   like   they   have   enough... 
which   is   of   course   the   very   thing   they   fear. 
 
Greedy   people   are   rarely   at   peace   with   others   and   never   at   peace   with   themselves.   
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 

● What   are   some   of   the   consequences   of   trying   to   find   contentment   in   buying   and 
owning   things? 

● Greedy   people   have   a   hard   time   hearing   “no”   from   God   about   something   they   want. 
Why?      What   problems   does   this   cause? 

● Why   is   it   important   to   stop   allowing   the   “what   if’s”   of   greed   to   control   our   behavior? 
○ Leader   Note:   You   may   need   to   reread   the   bulleted   “what   if”   list   at   the   beginning   of 

Section   Four. 
 

ENDING   COMMENTS 
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We’ve   mentioned   several   times   that   greed   is   the   most   difficult   of   the   four   enemies   of   the 
heart   to   detect.      As   with   the   rest,   identifying   and   owning   up   to   it   is   the   most   difficult   part. 
God   has   a   solution   for   greed   that   goes   straight   to   the   heart   of   the   problem   and   immediately 
begins   to   destroy   it.      It’s   called   giving.      We’ll   discuss   that   in   depth   in   a   later   lesson. 
 
As   we   close   in   prayer   tonight,   let’s   ask   God   to   help   us   see   and   submit   any   hidden   greed   that 
might   be   taking   root   in   our   hearts   and   causing   damage   in   our   relationship   with   Him   and 
others. 
 

CLOSING   PRAYER 
 

DISMISS   -   8:30PM 
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