
 
Lesson Six: Return to Unity 

 

Food, Fun & Fellowship - 7:00PM 
 

Announcements - 7:30PM 
 

Begin Lesson - 7:35PM 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to the sixth lesson in our Home Group series  Rise Up! Reclaiming Our Passion 
and Purpose. 

● Our greatest need as believers in this hour is to rise up and experience a 
dramatic spiritual awakening. 

● During this series, we’re looking at several places in the Bible where God called 
people back to a place of dedication, enthusiasm and action.   

 
Leader Note: Remember that the goal of Home Groups is great discussion!  Getting through 
all the material is not a necessity.  Great discussion is!  
  

Icebreaker 
Tonight, we’re going to be talking about unity.  What are some things that bring people 
together? 

 
Section One 
Two people can be polar opposites, but they’ll sit side-by-side cheering for the same 
team during a football game.  Total strangers often start talking to each other when a 
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cancelled flight leaves them stranded together at a gate.  During nationwide tragedies, 
citizens come together in extraordinary ways. 
 
The church takes unity to another level.  We are diverse in many ways… politically, 
socially, economically, culturally… and yet we come together because of our shared 
faith in Jesus.  We have been called and commanded to be unified.  Tonight, we’ll see 
that in the Book of Acts, the early church did more than just talk about unity.  They 
lived it, and God expects us to do the same. 
 

Discussion Questions 
● What’s your family’s cultural heritage?  If you’re still closely connected to it, how 

would you describe that culture? 
● Why is the church’s diversity such a great strength?  
● What are some key factors necessary to maintain unity? 

 

Section Two 
Leader Note: Have a group member read Acts 4:31.   
 
After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Then 
they preached the word of God with boldness.  (Acts 4:31, NLT)   
 
There’s a lot that leads up to Acts 4:31.  For starters, the religious authorities had 
arrested Peter and John for preaching about the resurrection.  When the two apostles 
were brought before the rulers, they spoke boldly about their faith in Jesus.  They 
were told to stay quiet or else, but they responded by saying, “Do you think God wants 
us to obey you rather than him? We cannot stop telling about everything we have 
seen and heard.”  (Acts 4:19-20, NLT) 
 
After Peter and John were released, they went straight to the believers and told them 
all that had happened.  The church responded with an amazing prayer.  “And now, O 
Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching your 
word.” (Acts 4:29, NLT)  They didn’t ask God to deliver them from the hands of those 
who would harm them.  They didn’t even pray for protection.  They just asked God to 
help them to be bold in the face of persecution. 
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Instead of running, they came together.  What united them?  Their faith and 
commitment to Jesus, and their desire to spread the gospel to everyone who needed 
it. 
 
As they expressed their unity in prayer, three incredible things happened. 

● The place where they were meeting was shaken. 
● God’s Spirit filled and empowered them. 
● And they began to share God’s message with boldness. 

 

Discussion Questions 
Despite everything that both people and the enemy did to try to divide the early 
church, they stood united in the face of persecution.   

● What are some reasons that our enemy wants to divide us? 
● What are some ways that he tries to divide us? 

 
Peter and John were bold in speaking about their faith. 

● Do you think it’s tough to speak about your faith in today’s cultural climate? 
Why? 

● Can you think of a time when you did something really bold as a result of your 
faith in Jesus? 

 
Section Three 
Leader Note: Have a group member read Acts 4:32-33.   
 
32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they owned was 
not their own, so they shared everything they had.   33 The apostles testified powerfully to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing was upon them all. 
 
Verse 32 tells us that the early church was “united in heart and mind,” and their 
actions prove it. 
 
First, they demonstrated their unity through mutual generosity.  The early believers 
shared their possessions.  It’s rare to see this kind of radical generosity today.  People 
might contribute to fund… but the early believers took it to another level.  One 
person’s needs became everyone’s needs.  Acts 4:34-35 says, “There were no needy 
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people among them, because those who owned land or houses would sell them and 
bring the money to the apostles to give to those in need.”  That’s some serious unity. 
 
Second, they were united in mind and purpose.  They were laser focused on what 
they believed was the most important thing: boldly sharing the life-changing message 
of the gospel.  It was their first priority, and they made sure to keep it that way.  We 
can do a lot of “good things” as a church, but we’ve got to be united and focused on 
the “main thing” - making sure others have the opportunity to hear and respond to 
the gospel. 
 

Discussion Questions 
The early church demonstrated radical generosity in their giving towards one another. 

● What are some examples of radical generosity that you’ve seen in your life?  
○ Leader Note: You might want to add that the answer doesn’t have to be church 

related. 
● Do you think generosity is on the decline in our generation? If so, why? 

 
The early church demonstrated great focus and dedication to the main mission - 
spreading the gospel. 

● What are some things that distract us from our main mission (spreading the 
gospel)? 

 

Section Four 
God called the early church to a place of surrender.  They joyfully let go of whatever 
He asked them to, and because of it… God was able to move powerfully through 
them. 
 
When we surrender to God’s leading, we always gain far more than we give up.   

● When He convicts us of sin, we can and should surrender that sin to Him and 
experience His forgiveness… His freedom… and His grace. 

● When He calls us to respond generously to a need, we can and should joyfully 
let go of what we know was never “ours” in the first place. 

● Everytime He speaks to us about the direction and purpose of our lives, we can 
surrender and follow His leading. 
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Discussion Questions 
When we surrender to God’s leading, we always gain far more than we give up.   

● Can you think of a time when God called you to surrender something?  What did 
you gain from obeying Him? 

 
When God speaks to us about the direction and purpose of our lives, we should 
surrender and follow His leading.  

●  God speaks in a unique way to each of us. What would you say is the primary 
way God speaks to you today or has spoken to you in the past? 

● Has there ever been a time when you dismissed God’s voice because it came to 
you in an unexpected way?  When did you realize God may have been speaking 
to you? 

 
Ending Comments 
The church has incredible power when it stands in unity.  We’ll close tonight by 
pointing out three ways we can protect and even strengthen that unity. 

● Yield  - We can start out each day by surrendering to God and recommitting 
ourselves to follow His ways. 

● Pray  - We can pray daily for unity in our church and among believers in our 
community.  We can ask God to remove all barriers to unity and to make us one 
in both heart and mind. 

● Share  - When we see a brother or sister in need, we can take action by sharing 
the resources God has blessed us with. 

 
As we close in prayer tonight, let’s ask God to protect and strengthen our unity. 
 
 

Closing Prayer 
 
Dismiss - 8:30PM 
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