
 
Lesson Four: Return to the Word of God 

 

Food, Fun & Fellowship - 7:00PM 
 

Announcements - 7:30PM 
 

Begin Lesson - 7:35PM 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to the fourth lesson in our Home Group series  Rise Up! Reclaiming Our 
Passion and Purpose. 

● Our greatest need as believers in this hour is to rise up and experience a 
dramatic spiritual awakening. 

● During this series, we’re looking at several places in the Bible where God called 
people back to a place of dedication, enthusiasm and action.   

 
Leader Note: Remember that the goal of Home Groups is great discussion!  Getting through 
all the material is not a necessity.  Great discussion is!  
  

Icebreaker 
Are you good with driving directions or do you tend to get lost easily? 

 
Section One 
Driving somewhere you’ve never been before has gotten a lot easier over the years. 
We’ve moved from using huge maps, writing down directions and memorizing road 
names to opening an app that will give us step-by- step directions to our destination. 
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Our phones give us several options about how to get where we’re going.  They tell us 
where to turn and which lane to stay in.  They even let us know when traffic is going to 
change our arrival time. 
 
For people who are bad with directions, map apps could be considered a necessity! 
But they’re not without their drawbacks.  Our phones can go dead, or we can drive 
into areas with bad (or no) cell service.  If road changes are new enough, they might 
not be included in the app.  We can still get lost. 
 
Thankfully, God gave us a different kind of road map for life - one that never fails.  This 
map… His Word… gives us His directions on how to live.  It tells us exactly what we 
need for spiritual renewal.  The Israelites knew this in the days of Nehemiah, and it’s a 
truth we should hold onto today.   
 

Discussion Questions 
The Word of God never changes, but people do. 

● What are some ways you’ve changed as a person over the years? 
 

● What are some of your favorite parts of the Bible? Why do these portions of 
Scripture stand out to you?   

○ Leader Note: You might add, “It could be a Scripture that means a lot to you, a 
book that really interests you… even a Biblical character that really stands out 
to you for some reason.” 

 

Section Two 
God sent Nehemiah to Jerusalem to help His people restore their city from the 
outside in.  Through the work and ministry of both Nehemiah and Ezra the priest, the 
Israelites not only rebuilt the walls and the city, but they rebuilt their lives as well. 
 
In Nehemiah 8, the Jews gathered together to celebrate all that had happened.  In 
fact, it was more than a celebration.  It was a time of rededication.   
 
Leader Note: Have a group member read Nehemiah 8:1-3. 
 
1 All the people assembled with a unified purpose at the square just inside the Water Gate. 
They asked Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had 
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given for Israel to obey.   2 So on October 8 Ezra the priest brought the Book of the Law 
before the assembly, which included the men and women and all the children old enough 
to understand.   3 He faced the square just inside the Water Gate from early morning until 
noon and read aloud to everyone who could understand. All the people listened closely to 
the Book of the Law. 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, NLT 
 
The people were hungry to hear what God had to say, which meant: 
 
They were dedicated to listening to the Word of God.   The people listened to 
Ezra and the others read and explain the Scriptures from early in the morning until 
midday… probably somewhere around 6 hours straight. 
 
They were attentive to the Word of God.   They weren’t focused on just listening to 
the words… they wanted to understand and retain the truth that they were hearing. 
 
If we will give it the attention and the priority that it deserves, the Word of God can 
and will lead us to restoration  
 

Discussion Questions 
The people in Nehemiah’s day were dedicated to listening to the Word of God.  One 
way we can listen to the Word is to hear it preached. 

● Can you think of a sermon that really impacted your life?  How did it affect you? 
 
The people in Nehemiah’s day were attentive to the Word of God. 

● Many studies have shown that our attention spans are shorter than ever.   
○ Why do you think that is? 
○ Do you think that our shorter attention spans have affected our Bible 

study habits? 
○ What are some ways that we can make our personal Bible study times 

more impactful? 
 

Section Three 
As the Jews gathered to hear Ezra read the law, they showed great honor and respect 
for the Word of God.  Nehemiah 8:5 says, “Ezra stood on the platform in full view of all 
the people. When they saw him open the book, they all rose to their feet.” (NLT)  When 
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the people of God stood to hear His Word, they were publicly displaying their belief 
that what was happening was important.   
 
Verse 6 says, “Then Ezra praised the LORD, the great God, and all the people chanted, 
“Amen! Amen!” as they lifted their hands. Then they bowed down and worshiped the 
LORD with their faces to the ground.” (Nehemiah 8:6, NLT)  In addition to worshipping 
God, they bowed down to declare their submission to the authority of Scripture.  The 
Israelites were deeply moved as they heard and understood the words of the law. 
 
Reverencing and obeying God’s Word is essential for reclaiming our passion and 
purpose.  The Bible is the spiritual sustenance that will keep us moving forward.  If we 
stray, the Scripture helps us in two ways: it holds us accountable and shows us the 
way back. 
 

Discussion Questions 
In Nehemiah Chapter 8, the people demonstrated a deep response to the Word of 
God 

● What’s something that you’ve read in the Bible recently that has deeply affected 
you in some way? 

● What are some things that keep us from responding more meaningfully and 
more consistently to the Word of God? 

● What are some ways we can create a deeper desire for the Word of God in our 
lives? 

 

Section Four 
Leader Note: Have a group member read Nehemiah 8:6-7.  You might tell them they can 
skip over the names of the Levites if they’d like to (some people will be uncomfortable trying 
to pronounce the names). 
 
7 The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, 
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, and Pelaiah—then instructed the people in the Law while 
everyone remained in their places.   8 They read from the Book of the Law of God and clearly 
explained the meaning of what was being read, helping the people understand each 
passage. 
Nehemiah 8:7-8, NLT   
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The men mentioned in verse 7 were Levites, and their job that day was to help the 
people understand the law.  Clarity and understanding are important in all 
communication, but they’re especially important when we’re studying the Bible.   
 
The Levites probably offered the people plenty of practical application as well.  They 
helped them understand exactly what to do about what they had heard.  When we 
read the Bible for our own personal growth, we need to continually ask ourselves, 
“What should I do as a result of what I’ve just read.”  Information without application 
will never lead to transformation.  We have to allow God’s truth to impact us to the 
degree that it influences our behavior. 
 

Discussion Questions 
● Why is it important to have a clear understanding of what we read in Scripture? 
● Have you ever read something in the Bible that you didn’t understand?  What 

did you do to get clarity? 
 
Information without application will never lead to transformation. 

● What are some ways we can improve when it comes to actually applying what 
we learn about in the Bible?  

 

Ending Comments 
How can we make sure the Scriptures have their rightful place in our lives?  Here’s a 
simple 3 step plan that can help: 

● Read Up  - Make a habit of reading the Bible every day.   
● Listen Up  - Make yourself more attentive to God’s Word by taking notes.  Write 

down what you hear God saying to you as you read. 
● Step Up  - Share with others what you’re learning.  The greatest way to retain 

something is to share it with someone else. 
 
As we close in prayer tonight, let’s ask God to give us a deeper desire to study His 
Word and apply it in our everyday lives. 
 

Closing Prayer 
 
Dismiss - 8:30PM 
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