
 
 

LESSON 8 LEADER OUTLINE 
Watching, Working and Waiting 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS - 7:30PM 
 
BEGIN LESSON - 7:33PM 
 
LESSON INTRODUCTION 
Welcome to Lesson 8 of our Home Group series: Parables - The Moral of the Story 

● During this series, we’ve been taking a closer look at several of the most well-known parables 
Jesus told and uncovering the meaning and moral of each story. 

 
ICEBREAKER 
How patient are you?  We’re going to take a short quiz to find out.  
 
Leader Note:  Get your group members to share their answers out loud after each question. 
 

1. You get to your favorite restaurant, but the wait is 45 minutes.  What do you do? 
a. Leave immediately. 
b. Hang out for a bit hoping that it’s not going to be as long as they say. 
c. Wait it out.  It’s worth it! 

2. The car in front of you is going 5 miles below the speed limit on a two lane road.  What 
do you do? 

a. Turn up your favorite worship song, sit back and relax. 
b. Tailgate… just a little… 
c. Pass them… the double yellow lines are just suggestions anyway, right? 

3. 5 minutes ago, you texted someone to find out some important information.  They still 
haven’t responded.  What do you do? 

a. Text them again.  They might have missed it. 
b. Forget texting, call them directly.  They’re probably ignoring you.  
c. Wait until they get back to you, even if it takes a couple of hours.  You don’t want 

to be a bother. 
4. The internet connection is super slow.  What do you do? 

 



a. Immediately start troubleshooting the problem while you’re on hold with the cable 
company because you needed to speak with someone right away. 

b. Check it again in an hour. 
c. Forget about it until tomorrow. 

5. You have to contact customer care about a situation.  You start getting annoyed when 
the situation hasn’t been resolved in: 

a. 5 minutes. 
b. 15 minutes. 
c. 30 minutes or longer. 

6. You buy something online that you’ve been wanting for months.  For the shipping 
option, you choose: 

a. Next day delivery… who cares about the crazy high fees. 
b. 3-5 day shipping… one week is the longest a person should have to wait. 
c. Free shipping… it’ll get here when it gets here.  

7. You made plans with someone, but they’re running late. 
a. You leave without them.  That’ll teach em. 
b. You wait, but you’re super frustrated when they get there and it’s a struggle to 

enjoy the activity. 
c. You shrug it off and do something else until they arrive.  Everybody’s late once in 

awhile.  That’s life. 
 
Leader Note:  After group members have shared: 
 
While waiting isn’t anybody’s favorite thing to do, there are many situations in which patience pays 
off. 

● Part of our responsibility as Christians is to wait patiently for the coming of the Lord. 
● We don’t get any details from Jesus about the exact day or time of His return, but we do get 

plenty of instruction about how to be ready for it.  
● The two parables we’ll be studying tonight work together to give us a balanced perspective 

about our responsibilities as believers in the end times. 
 
PLAY LESSON VIDEO - START BY 7:45PM AT THE LATEST 
 
Leader Note: Tonight’s parables can be found in Matthew 24:42-51 (Parable of the Faithful Servant) 
and Matthew 25:1-13 (Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids). 
 
[AFTER VIDEO]  
 

Leader Note:  The group should be reviewing the ‘Ending Comments’ at approximately 8:25pm. 
 

COMMENT: 

 



The 24th chapter of the book of Matthew has inspired many questions and theories throughout 
history.  It’s also led to a lot of faulty interpretations and false predictions.  Church history is full of the 
stories of people that claimed to know exactly when Jesus would return again. 
 
It should come as no surprise to anyone that they were all wrong.  Jesus Himself said that no one 
could know the day or hour in which He would come back.  In fact, He told us that, “the Son of Man 
will come at an hour when [we] do not expect him.’  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● How have false predictions like the ones mentioned here hurt many people’s view of 
Christianity?  

○ How has it affected the faith of Christians who believed these false predictions? 
● Why do you think Jesus would want us to focus on being ready for His return at any 

time rather than trying to predict the specific day? 
 

COMMENT: 
As long as the Master was in the house, there was no difference between the two servants in our first 
parable.  It’s only when he leaves that we get to see who they really are.  The wise and faithful 
servant understood that he actually needed to work harder now that the master was gone.  He knew 
he would have to give an account for how he had used his time, so he made sure to keep doing 
exactly what his master had ordered him to do.  
 
The evil servant’s mistake was in thinking that his master wasn’t coming back anytime soon.  He 
wasn’t really committed to him, and he certainly didn’t love him.  It was all a show, and it was over the 
minute the boss’s back was turned.  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● What are some of the traps that Christians can fall into when they forget that Jesus 
could come back at any moment? 

● The good servant was faithful when the master was in the house and when he wasn’t. 
How would you define faithfulness, and why is it important? 

○ What are some areas in our walk with God that we should make sure to be faithful 
in?  Why are these things important?  

● How does thinking about the rapture change your mindset and priorities? 
 

COMMENT: 
In tonight’s parable, the bridegroom came far later than anyone was expecting.  In fact, they were all 
asleep when the midnight cry rang out announcing his arrival.  The bridesmaids had one job - keep 
the lamps burning.  Half of them were out of oil.  They expected the bridegroom to show up earlier 
rather than later, and they weren’t prepared for the wait.  While they went to try to find oil, “those that 
were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.” (Matthew 25:10) 
 

 



Waiting can make us less watchful if we’re not careful.  But as we get closer to His coming, the Bible 
tells us to be more mindful of it, not less.  We’re encouraged to stay awake, to stay in prayer and to 
stay faithful. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● Both of tonight’s parables tell us to, “... keep watch,” because we don’t know the day or 
the hour of the Lord’s return.  How would you describe what it means to “keep watch?” 

● The foolish bridesmaids are a perfect picture of Christians who become distracted, 
careless, and apathetic.  What are some ways we can maintain our passion for Jesus 
and our sense of urgency as we wait for His coming? 

 
ENDING COMMENTS (8:25pm): 
In Revelation 22:20, Jesus said, “Surely I come quickly.”  

● The apostle John responded by saying, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”  
● That should be the heart’s cry of every Christian. 
● Jesus is coming, and He wants us to look for His return with expectancy, excitement and joy. 
● As we close in prayer tonight, let’s ask God to give us the strength, the discipline and the faith 

we need to stay ready for His return.  
 
[CLOSING PRAYER] 
 
Our final Home Group meeting for this semester (11/16) will be a Thanksgiving themed social. 

● Instead of our usual lesson and discussion format, we’ll be celebrating Thanksgiving together a 
week early.  

 
Leader Note:  You may want to use this time to plan and delegate group responsibilities for your 
Thanksgiving themed Fellowship Night. 
 
 
[DISMISS BY 8:30PM] 
 

 

For your convenience, here is the link to submit your group attendance https://por.ccbchurch.com  
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