
 
 

LESSON 7 LEADER OUTLINE 
Counting The Cost 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS - 7:30PM 
 
BEGIN LESSON - 7:33PM 
 
LESSON INTRODUCTION 
Welcome to Lesson 7 of our Home Group series: Parables - The Moral of the Story 

● During this series, we’re taking a closer look at several of the most well-known parables Jesus 
told and uncovering the meaning and moral of each story. 

 
ICEBREAKER 
When was the last time you purchased something and experienced buyer’s remorse 
afterwards? 
 
Leader Note:  After group members have shared: 
 
Buyer’s remorse is a very common reaction - especially when we’re making large investments. 

● One way to avoid it is to make sure you do your homework before committing to a big 
purchase. 

● Taking time to think about whether something is worth the asking price can help to ease some 
of the anxiety we feel after we’ve signed the contract or walked out of the store. 

● Jesus encouraged people to consider the cost of following Him as well.  He was always upfront 
about the fact that discipleship wasn’t easy, and it wasn’t cheap.  

● But the rewards far outweigh any sacrifice we’re required to make.  He used the two short 
parables we’ll be studying tonight to illustrate this powerful point. 

 
PLAY LESSON VIDEO - START BY 7:45PM AT THE LATEST 
 
Leader Note:  Tonight’s parables can be found in Matthew 13:44 (The Parable of the Hidden 
Treasure) and Matthew 13:45-46 (The Parable of the Pearl of a Great Price). 
 
[AFTER VIDEO]  

 



 

Leader Note:  The group should be reviewing the ‘Ending Comments’ at approximately 8:25pm. 
 

COMMENT: 
Jesus didn’t use pressure tactics to build a following.  In fact, He did exactly the opposite.  He was 
brutally honest about the fact that discipleship comes with a high price tag, and He encouraged 
people to consider the cost. In Matthew 16:24, Jesus said, “If any of you wants to be My follower, you 
must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow Me.” (Matthew 16:24, NLT)  
 
 But there’s an incredible upside to completely surrendering ourselves to Him.   In Matthew 10:39, 
Jesus said, “If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give up your life for me, you will find it.” 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● What are some of the problems with trying to force or pressure people into following 
Jesus?  

● What’s something you’ve had to surrender to God during your walk with Him?  How has 
this helped you? 

 
COMMENT: 
Tonight’s parables underscore the fact that the Kingdom of God isn’t in plain sight.  We have to 
search for it.  The treasure was hidden in the field.  The pearl had to be sought out.  In Luke 17:20, 
we’re told that the Kingdom of God isn’t coming with ‘signs to be observed or with visible display.’  
 
The true value of the kingdom is hidden from people that don’t have a desire to pursue it.  That 
explains why the world doesn’t understand our passion for God.  They have no clue why someone 
would willingly submit to His Lordship and follow His Word.  2nd Corinthians 4:4 tells us that, “The 
god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel….” 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● What events or circumstances in your life led you to search for God on a deeper level? 
● What’s something you considered strange about the lifestyle and habits of committed 

Christians before you made the decision to wholeheartedly follow Jesus?  
 

COMMENT: 
We’re not sure how the man found the hidden treasure, but we do know that he took the time and 
effort to acquire it lawfully.  He could have simply stolen it, but instead, he opted to pay the required 
price.  He also gave the owner every opportunity to remove the money from the field before selling. 
He refused to take any shortcuts in pursuit of his prize.  
 
There are some obvious parallels here to discipleship.  It’s been said many times that there are no 
shortcuts to building a relationship with God.  We can’t skip the sacrifice and go straight to the 

 



rewards.  Pain is a part of the process.  In fact, it’s often our biggest battles that perfectly position us 
to minister to others. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● What are some areas of discipleship people might try to take shortcuts around?  Why 
doesn’t it work? 

● What part does pain play in the development of our character and our walk with God? 
 

 
COMMENT: 
Tonight’s parables teach us that walking with Jesus is the true source of real joy.  It was ‘for joy’ that 
the man went and sold everything in order to buy the field.  In John 15:11, Jesus said, “These things I 
have spoken to you, that My joy might remain in your, and that your joy may be full.”  Kingdom living 
is full of true, pure joy that can’t be taken away unless we allow it.  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● What are some things the enemy tries to do to steal our joy? 
● What are some things that we can do to ourselves that will result in losing joy? 
● Has God ever helped you to keep your joy while you went through a difficult or painful 

circumstance?  What were some things that helped during this time? 
 

ENDING COMMENTS (8:25pm): 
There is a cost involved in following Jesus, but we will always get far more than we give. 

● There is nothing more valuable than the Kingdom of God, and it’s worth whatever price we’re 
required to pay to enter. 

● 2nd Corinthians 4:17 tells us that, “...our present troubles are small and won't last very long. 
Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever!” 

● As we pray tonight, let’s ask God to renew our joy in serving Him. 
 
[CLOSING PRAYER] 
 
[DISMISS BY 8:30PM] 
 

 

For your convenience, here is the link to submit your group attendance https://por.ccbchurch.com  
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