
 
 

LESSON 5 LEADER OUTLINE 
A Compliment For A Crook 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS - 7:30PM 
 
BEGIN LESSON - 7:33PM 
 
LESSON INTRODUCTION 
Welcome to Lesson 5 of our Home Group series: Parables - The Moral of the Story 

● During this series, we’re taking a closer look at several of the most well-known parables Jesus 
told and uncovering the meaning and moral of each story. 

 
ICEBREAKER 

● What’s the best compliment a person could receive in your opinion?  Why? 
 
Leader Note:  You’ll probably want to have an example ready to give your group some direction and 
time to think. 
 
The compliments we appreciate the most are the usually ones that speak to our best qualities. 

● It’s great to be recognized for something that’s important to us.  It’s a lot less impacting when 
we feel like people don’t really mean what they’re saying.  And it can be downright awkward 
when someone gives us a compliment we know we don’t deserve. 

● The main character in tonight’s parable definitely wasn’t doing anything worthy of praise.  He 
was a thief. 

● But every parable Jesus told had a twist, and this one is no different.  This crook ended up 
receiving a compliment from a very unlikely place.  As usual, Jesus used the most shocking 
part of the story to make a point that all of us can learn from. 

● We’ll talk more about it after tonight’s video. 
 
PLAY LESSON VIDEO - START BY 7:45PM AT THE LATEST 
 
Leader Note:  The parable of the unjust steward can be found in Luke 16, verses 1-13. 
 
[AFTER VIDEO]  

 



 

Leader Note:  The group should be reviewing the ‘Ending Comments’ at approximately 8:25pm. 
 

COMMENT: 
1st Timothy 6:10 tells us that, “the love of money is the root of all evil.”  Many of the parables Jesus 
told give us a great picture of what happens to people if and when their love of money overshadows 
their love for God.  These stories remind us that we don’t really own anything.  We’re just stewards, or 
managers, of the resources God has given us.  And one day, we’ll have to give an account of how we 
chose to use them.  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● What are some ways that we can be ‘good stewards’ of the money that God has 
entrusted to us?  

● What are some excuses people use to justify not doing some of the things we just 
mentioned? 

● We live in a culture that has become very materialistic.  How can we protect ourselves 
from falling into this trap? 

 
COMMENT: 
In Luke 16:13, Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 
other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
money." 
 
Notice that He didn’t say that we “shouldn’t” serve two masters.  He said that it was impossible.  We 
couldn’t even if we wanted to.  We need to do more than understand the general concept Jesus was 
outlining.  We need to define it in down-to-earth, real life, practical terms that we can live it out. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● What does it look like to ‘serve money’ and how do you know if you’re doing this? 
● Why is it impossible to serve money and God at the same time? 

 
 

COMMENT: 
In Luke 16:8, Jesus gives the point He wants us to take away from the parable.  “... the children of 
this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light.”  The unjust steward was worldly, but 
he was also smart.  He was focused on his future, and he took some drastic steps to prepare for it. 
He used his last few days in the office in the most productive ways possible.  He didn’t want to waste 
his time or his opportunities.  
 
Jesus wants us to approach life the same way, but for a much better reason.  We have a limited 
amount of time to do great things for His Kingdom.  We need to use the opportunities and the 
resources we have to get ourselves (and as many others as we possibly can) ready for His return. 
 

 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
● What are some ways we justify wasting time and opportunities to do great things for 

God? 
● In your opinion, what are some of God’s priorities that might be different from ours? 

How can we stay more focused on these things?  
● What’s something that you feel God has called you to do that you know you need to act 

on soon? 
 

ENDING COMMENTS (8:25pm): 
In Romans 13:11 (NLT), the apostle Paul wrote that it was urgent for believers to, “...know how late it 
is; time is running out.”  

● He told us to, “Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.” 
● The final words Jesus spoke in the Bible should make the message even more significant - 

“Surely I come quickly,” He said. 
● We have a limited amount of time to be about our Father’s business, and we can’t afford to 

waste any of it. 
● As we pray tonight, let’s ask God to help us see past the distractions we face.  Let’s ask Him to 

help us act on the opportunities we have to make a difference in people’s lives and invest in 
His kingdom. 

 
[CLOSING PRAYER] 
 
[DISMISS BY 8:30PM] 
 

 

For your convenience, here is the link to submit your group attendance https://por.ccbchurch.com  
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