
 
 

LESSON 3 LEADER OUTLINE 
A Trick Question 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS - 7:30PM 
 
BEGIN LESSON - 7:33PM 
 
LESSON INTRODUCTION 
Welcome to Lesson 3 of our Home Group series: Parables - The Moral of the Story 

● During this series, we’ll take a closer look at several of the most well-known parables Jesus 
told and uncover the meaning and the moral of each story. 

 
ICEBREAKER 
Tonight’s lesson is called “A Trick Question.”  Are you good at answering trick questions?  We’re 
about to find out! 
 
Leader Note: Let’s have some fun here!  Choose as many trick questions as you’d like from the list 
below, and give your group members some time to think of an answer before giving it to them.  Be 
sure to monitor the time in order to start the video by 7:45PM at the latest. 
 
Question:  How much dirt is there in a hole that measures two feet by three feet? 
Answer: None, there is no dirt in a hole. 
 
Question: How can a man go eight days without sleep? 
Answer:  It’s easy.  He sleeps at night. 
 
Question:  A man left home running.  He ran a ways, and then turned left.  He ran the same 
distance, and turned left again.  He ran the same distance, and turned left again.  When he got 
home, there were two masked men.  Who were they? 
Answer: The catcher and the umpire.  
 
Question: A rooster laid an egg on top of the barn roof.  Which way did it roll? 
Answer: It didn’t.  Roosters don’t lay eggs. 
 

 



Question:  What do you sit on, sleep on and brush your teeth with? 
Answer: A chair, a bed and a toothbrush. 
 
Question: How can you lift an elephant with one hand? 
Answer:  It’s not a problem.  You’ll never find an elephant with one hand.  
 
Question: A little girl kicks a soccer ball.  It goes 10 feet and comes right back to her.  How is 
this possible? 
Answer:  She kicks the ball straight up in the air. 
 
Question:  If a plane crashes on the border of The United States and Mexico, where would the 
survivors be buried? 
Answer: Nowhere, you don’t bury survivors. 
 
Leader Note: After trick questions have been answered: 
 
Trick questions are a lot of fun when the goal is to have a good time with friends.  They’re a lot less 
funny when the goal is to make you look stupid in front of a crowd.  

● The Pharisees and teachers of the law were continually trying to put Jesus in difficult situations 
by using difficult questions.  

● They were hoping for a quote they could use to discredit His ministry or get Him in trouble with 
local authorities. 

● But Jesus was an expert at turning the tables on the them.  He always managed to find a way 
to put them on the hot seat instead.  

● Sometimes He used illustrations.  Sometimes He quoted Scripture.  And sometimes, He used 
parables.  

● We’ll talk more about it after tonight’s lesson. 
 
PLAY LESSON VIDEO - START BY 7:45PM AT THE LATEST 
 
[AFTER VIDEO]  
 

Leader Note:  The group should be reviewing the ‘Ending Comments’ at approximately 8:25pm. 
 

COMMENT: 
Things didn’t go according to plan for the lawyer that tried to interrogate Jesus.  He wanted to put Him 
on the spot by asking what he thought was a difficult and divisive question - “How could a person 
inherit eternal life?”  The lawyer wasn’t really looking for an answer.  He was looking for an argument. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: 

● Have you ever been in a situation where someone was asking you questions about God, 
but you knew they weren’t looking for answers… they were looking for an argument? 
How do you respond to these types of situations? 

 



COMMENT: 
Instead of the sound bite he was hoping for, the lawyer had to answer his own question about how to 
inherit eternal life.  He gave a great scriptural response.  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind,” and “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  He quoted Old Testament law, and his answer was spot on.  There was just one problem. 
The law demanded perfection, and he wasn’t perfect.  There were times when he failed miserably at 
both of the commandments he quoted, and he knew it.  His works, as good as some of them were, 
could never save him.  He needed grace. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: 

● We know how important grace is in the life of someone that needs salvation. Why is 
grace just as important in the life of a born again believer - no matter how much they 
know about God or how long they’ve been in church? 

● How could knowing a lot about God (and doing a lot for Him) lead a person to rely more 
on their works than His grace?  Why is this a problem? 

 
The lawyer didn’t respond well to correction.  Instead of admitting he was wrong, he got defensive 
and tried to justify himself.   Looking right was more important to him than being right.  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: 

● The lawyer got defensive when he was corrected - even though the correction was spot 
on.  Have you ever responded to correction this way?  Why is it easy for us to do? 

● What are some of the consequences of responding to good, Godly correction with pride 
and defensiveness? 

 
COMMENT: 
The fact that a priest and a Levite ignored an injured traveller would have shocked a first century 
Jewish audience.  Not only did they intentionally avoid a fellow Israelite in desperate need.  They 
were probably on their way home after ministering at the temple when it happened.  They had just left 
church! 
 
We don’t get to hear their reasons, but they both probably had some great excuses for why they 
couldn’t get involved.  But before we pick them apart, aren’t most of us guilty of the same thing to 
some degree?  We may not feel good about choosing the other side of the road, but it’s definitely a lot 
easier.  More people than ever (including many Christians) seem to be making the choice to look the 
other way.  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● Many news articles have commented on the fact that people in modern times seem to 
be less inclined to help others in need.  Why do you think this is?  

● We’re usually quick to feel conviction when we do something wrong.  Do you think 
we’re as concerned when we intentionally avoid doing what’s right?  Why is this 
important? 

 



● If you could back in time and change your response, what’s a situation you would 
choose to get involved in that you previously avoided? 

 
COMMENT: 
The Samaritan in tonight’s story had every reason to keep on walking when he saw the injured 
Israelite lying in the road.  Instead, he went above and beyond to care for the man.  If the Samaritan 
got anything in return for all that he did, we’re never told about it.  But making the choice to minister to 
others always blesses us in some way. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

● Can you think of a time that ministering to someone else helped you in some way? 
 

 
ENDING COMMENTS (8:25pm): 
The parables are excellent at pointing out places that we can all improve in.  

● Are there times when we fall short of what the Word of God requires?  That’s not a trick 
question - the answer is yes! 

● Thankfully, God’s grace is there to cover us.  According to Titus 2:12, His grace also teaches 
us to do better.  

● So as we pray tonight, let’s ask Him to help us be more sensitive to the needs around us and 
respond how He would want us to in every situation. 

 
[CLOSING PRAYER] 
 
[DISMISS BY 8:30PM] 
 

 

For your convenience, here is the link to submit your group attendance https://por.ccbchurch.com  
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