
 

 
Lesson   SEVEN   -   GOD   IS   GOOD 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   -   7:30PM 
 
BEGIN   LESSON   -   7:33PM 
 
WELCOME 
Welcome   to   the   seventh   and   final   lesson   in   our   Home   Group   series    Discovering   God:   Seven 
Keys   To   Unlock   Faith   For   Your   Future. 

● The   better   our   understanding   of   God   is,   the   better   our   relationship   with   Him   is   going   to 
be. 

● During   this   series,   we’ve   been   studying   some   key   attributes   in   His   unchanging   nature 
that   give   us   a   clearer   picture   of   what   He’s   like   and   how   He   works   in   our   lives. 

 
Leader   Note:   Remember   that   the   goal   of   Home   Groups   is   great   discussion!      Getting   through   all 
the   material   is   not   a   necessity.      Great   discussion   is!      If   you   don’t   finish   the   entire   lesson,   simply 
encourage   your   group   to   continue   studying   the   scriptures   covered   in   this   outline. 
 
Leader   Note:   The    leader   share    portions   of   the   lesson   are   an   opportunity   to   set   the   stage   for   a 
better   discussion.      What   we   share   should   be   brief,   authentic,   and   meaningful.      We   want   to   put 
the   focus   back   on   our   group   members   and   their   comments/opinions   as   quickly   as   possible.   
 

ICEBREAKER 
What’s   one   thing   you   wish   you   were   really   good   at?      Why? 
 

LESSON   INTRODUCTION 

 



God   gave   everyone   certain   skills,   talents   and   abilities.      But   nobody   excels   at   everything.      We 
have   limited   time   and   limited   talent.      We   can’t   be   good   at   every thing .   
 
We   also   have   limited   patience.      That   means   we’re   not   even   good   to   every one…    not   all   the 
time,   at   least.      No   matter   how   kind   we   are,   there   are   moments   when   we   lose   our   temper, 
make   wrong   decisions   and   do   things   we   later   regret.   
 
When   we   say   that   someone   is   a   “good   person”,   we   don’t   mean   to   imply   that   they’re   perfect. 
We’re   simply   saying   that   the   good   far   outweighs   the   bad.      When   we   have   a   “good   car,”   we 
know   that   it’s   not   immune   to   mechanical   problems.      We   just   mean   that   it   gets   us   where   we 
need   to   go   without   any   drama...    most    of   the   time. 
 
When   it   comes   to   human   beings   and   earthly   possessions,   good   is   a   relative   term.      We   mean 
that   they   have   more   pluses   than   minuses.      God’s   goodness,   however,   is   in   another   category.   
 
God   is   good   all   the   time.      He’s   good   in   in   every    way .      And   He’s   good   in   every thing . 
Deuteronomy   32:4   says,   “He   is   the   Rock;   his   deeds   are   perfect.   Everything   he   does   is   just   and 
fair.   He   is   a   faithful   God   who   does   no   wrong;   how   just   and   upright   he   is!” 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 
● What   are   some   of   the   ways   you   see   the   goodness   of   God   at   work   in   the   world   today? 
● Has   it   ever   been   di�icult   for   you   to   believe   that   God   is    always    good?      Why   or   why   not? 

 
Tonight,   we’ll   be   looking   at   several   passages   that   help   us   explore   the   goodness   of   God.      God 
is   good   even   when   life   is   not.   
 
Leader   Note:   Choose   a   member   of   your   group   to   read   Habakkuk   1:2,3      The   version   listed   in   your 
leader   outline   is   the   New   International   Version   (NIV).      You   may   choose   to   read   it   as   well. 
 

Habakkuk   1:2,3 
2 How   long,   LORD,   must   I   call   for   help,   but   you   do   not   listen?   Or   cry   out   to   you,   "Violence!"   but 
you   do   not   save?       3 Why   do   you   make   me   look   at   injustice?   Why   do   you   tolerate   wrongdoing? 
 
A   recent   Barna   Research   poll   asked,   “If   you   could   ask   God   only   one   question   and   you   knew 
He   would   give   you   an   answer,   what   would   you   ask?”      The   most   common   response   was   the 
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same   question   the   prophet   Habakkuk   asks   in   this   passage.      “Why   is   there   pain   and   su�ering 
in   the   world?” 
 
In   other   words,   “If   God   is   good,   why   all   this   evil   and   su�ering?”      It’s   easy   to   believe   God   when 
everything   in   our   lives   is   going   well.      But   pain   and   su�ering   have   a   way   of   exposing   any   weak 
points   in   our   faith.   
 
That’s   not   necessarily   a   bad   thing.      One   author   said   it   this   way,   “Any   faith   that   leave   us 
unprepared   for   su�ering   is   a   false   faith   that   deserves   to   be   abandoned.”      Genuine   faith   will 
be   tested   by   su�ering.      False   faith   won’t   pass   the   test.      It   will   force   us   to   dig   deeper   until   we 
come   to   a   stronger   faith   and   a   closer   relationship   with   God. 
 
Most   people   who   have   what   we’d   called   “strong   faith”   have   su�ered   greatly   at   some   point 
during   their   lifetime.      Su�ering   didn’t   weakened   their   belief   in   God’s   goodness.      It 
strengthened   that   belief. 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 
● Has   pain   or   su�ering   ever   exposed   any   weak   points   in   your   faith? 
● Have   you   been   through   a   trial   or   tragedy   that   has   strengthened   your   faith   rather   than 

weakened   it?      What   did   you   learn   about   the   goodness   of   God   during   this   season   of 
your   life? 

● If   someone   told   you   that   they   doubted   the   existence   of   God   because   of   the   presence   of 
evil   and   su�ering   in   the   world,   how   would   you   answer   them? 

 
Leader   Note:   Choose   a   member   of   your   group   to   read   Hebrews   12:1-3      The   version   listed   in   your 
leader   outline   is   the   New   International   Version   (NIV).      You   may   choose   to   read   it   as   well. 
 

Hebrews   12:1-3 
1 Therefore,   since   we   are   surrounded   by   such   a   great   cloud   of   witnesses,   let   us   throw   o� 
everything   that   hinders   and   the   sin   that   so   easily   entangles.   And   let   us   run   with   perseverance 
the   race   marked   out   for   us,    2 fixing   our   eyes   on   Jesus,   the   pioneer   and   perfecter   of   faith.   For   the 
joy   set   before   him   he   endured   the   cross,   scorning   its   shame,   and   sat   down   at   the   right   hand   of 
the   throne   of   God.       3 Consider   him   who   endured   such   opposition   from   sinners,   so   that   you   will 
not   grow   weary   and   lose   heart. 
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Whenever   we’re   tempted   to   doubt   God’s   goodness   because   of   a   trial   or   di�iculty   we’re 
facing,   we   should   take   some   time   to   read   Hebrews   12:3   and   do   what   it   says.      “Consider    Him 
who   endured   such   opposition….”      We   should   focus   on   Jesus   and   on    His    wounds,   not   ours. 
 
When   we   lock   eyes   with   our   di�iculties   for   too   long,   self-pity   and   bitterness   can   creep   in. 
When   we   spend   our   days   rehearsing   the   many   things   we’ve   su�ered,   we   can   start   to   forget 
about   all   He   was   willing   to   su�er   for   our   sake. 
 
Author   Tim   Keller   wrote,   “If   we   again   ask   the   question:   “Why   does   God   allow   evil   and 
su�ering   to   continue?”   and   we   look   at   the   cross   of   Jesus,   we   might   not   know   with   certainty 
what   the   answer    is.       However,   we   know   what   the   answer    isn’t.       It   can’t   be   that   He   doesn’t 
love   us.      God   takes   our   misery   and   su�ering   so   seriously   that   He   was   willing   to   take   it   on 
Himself.” 
 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 
● How   can   spending   too   much   time   dwelling   on   our   di�iculties   make   our   situation   even 

more   di�icult? 
● How   can   focusing   on   what’s   been   done   “for”   us   rather   than   what’s   been   done   “to”   us 

help? 
● What   are   some   things   we   should   do   when   we’re   tempted   to   doubt   the   goodness   of 

God? 
 
Leader   Note:   Choose   a   member   of   your   group   to   read   Psalm   34:8      The   version   listed   in   your 
leader   outline   is   the   New   International   Version   (NIV).      You   may   choose   to   read   it   as   well. 
 

Psalm   34:8 
8 Taste   and   see   that   the   LORD   is   good;   blessed   is   the   one   who   takes   refuge   in   Him. 
 
The   Psalmist   says,   “...blessed   in   the    one    who   takes   refuge   in   Him.”      God   wants   us   to   do   more 
than   hear   about   His   goodness.      He   wants   us   to   experience   it   on   a   personal   basis.      He   wants   to 
meet   our   individual   needs.      One   old   song   says   it   this   way:   “God   is   so   good,   He’s   so   good   to 
me .”      He   meets   our   individual   needs.   
 
We   can’t   earn   His   goodness,   and   we   don’t   deserve   it.      But   He’s   good   to   us   anyway.      Psalm 
145:9   tells   us   that,   “The   LORD   is   good   to   all;   He   has   compassion   on   all   He   has   made.”      The 
Bible   also   tells   us   that   God   thinks   good   thoughts   towards   us,   and   He   has   good   plans   for   us.   
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Just   as   parents   want   good   for   their   children,   our   Heavenly   Father   wants   only   good   for   us. 
James   1:17   says,   “Every   good   and   perfect   gi�   is   from   above,   coming   down   from   the   Father   of 
heavenly   lights,   who   does   not   change   like   shi�ing   shadows.”      We   have   to   remember   that 
good   things   may   not   always   show   up   as   happy   experiences.   
 
Sometimes,   good   can   come   disguised   as   adversity   and   hardship,   but   God   can   use   even   our 
di�iculties   for   good.         Romans   8:28   says   that,   “...   all   things   work   together   for   good   to   them 
that   love   God,   to   them   who   are   the   called   according   to   his   purpose.” 
 
Leader   Share    ➟       Briefly   share   your   favorite   biblical   example   of   God   bringing   something   good 
out   of   a   bad   situation.   

● Briefly   share   how   this   story   strengthens   your   belief   that,   “...   all   things   work   together 
for   good   to   them   that   love   God,   to   them   who   are   the   called   according   to   his   purpose.” 

 

DISCUSSION   QUESTIONS 
● How   can   trying   to   “earn”   God’s   goodness   cause   problems   in   our   relationship   with 

Him?   
● What   are   some   “good   and   perfect”   gi�s   in   your   life   that   you   know   are   from   God? 
● Can   you   think   of   a   time   in   your   life   when   God   brought   something   good   out   of 

something   bad? 
 

ENDING   COMMENTS 
We   live   in   a   fallen   world,   and   there   will   be   times   when   sorrow,   sickness   or   su�ering   will   come 
our   way.      But   we   serve   a   good   God   that   will   never   forsake   us.      Rather   than   being 
overwhelmed   by   what’s   against   us,   we   can   turn   our   eyes   to   the   One   who   is   for   us   and 
experience   His   goodness   even   in   the   toughest   situations.      He   will,   as   David   said,   “...prepare   a 
table   before   [us]   in   the   presence   of   [our]   enemies.”      (Psalm   23:5) 
 
As   we   close   out   our   series   tonight,   let’s   spend   some   time   thanking   God   for   His   goodness   and 
the   good   things   He’s   blessed   us   with! 
 

CLOSING   PRAYER 
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